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Before serving in the current position
of District Judge of the 14th Judicial
District of Oklahoma, Greg Frizzell
had a long and distinguished legal ca-
reer and ample Federal experience.
After graduating with a law degree
from the University of Michigan, he
clerked for Judge Tom Brett—Tom
Brett is now in retirement and there is
no one who has a better reputation
than he, and he has praised Greg
Frizzell time and time again. Ralph
Thompson, a prominent senior judge
serving on the Federal bench in Okla-
homa, has also praised him.

After clerking for Judge Brett,
Frizzell became an associate at an
Oklahoma law firm and then ran his
own private legal practice until he was
selected to be general counsel to the
Oklahoma Tax Commission. After serv-
ing for a period of time at the Tax
Commission, he was then appointed to
his current position as Judge of the
14th District of Oklahoma.

Not only has Judge Frizzell proven
an effective and fair legal professional,
he is a devoted husband and loving fa-
ther of six children.

Getting back again to Mr.
Wohlgemuth, he recalls an incident
where Judge Frizzell, had to work late
one night doing work and he brought
all six kids to spend time with them
into the late hours—anyone who can
handle six kids while doing his judicial
work, I think can handle this job.

So, Judge Frizzell is a man of great
moral integrity who has proven his
character in both his private and pub-
lic life. I cannot say enough about him
and his qualifications to be the next
U.S. District Court Judge for the
Northern District of Oklahoma and I
urge my colleagues to confirm his
nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania is recognized.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, a brief
comment on Gregory Frizzell. He was
born in Wichita, KS, which is a great
note of distinction, being it is my
birthplace. I debated against his father
in high school. So I have a little more
enthusiasm in asking my colleagues to
support his confirmation.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Gregory
Kent Frizzell, of Oklahoma, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Oklahoma?

The yeas and nays have been ordered.
The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. JOHN-
SON) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 99,
nays 0, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 41 Ex.]

YEAS—99
Akaka Domenici McConnell
Alexander Dorgan Menendez
Allard Durbin Mikulski
Baucus Ensign Murkowski
Bayh Enzi Murray
Bennett Feingold Nelson (FL)
Biden Feinstein Nelson (NE)
Bingaman Graham Obama
Bond Grassley Pryor
Boxer Gregg Reed
Brown Hagel Reid
Brownback Harkin Roberts
Bunning Hatch Rockefeller
Burr Hutchison Salazar
Byrd Inhofe Sanders
Cantwell Inouye Schumer
Cardin Isakson Sessions
Carper Kennedy Shelby
Casey Kerry Smith
Chambliss Klobuchar Snowe
Clinton Kohl Specter
Coburn Kyl Stabenow
Cochran Landrieu Stevens
Coleman Lautenberg Sununu
Collins Leahy Tester
Conrad Levin Thomas
Corker Lieberman Thune
Cornyn Lincoln Vitter
Craig Lott Voinovich
Crapo Lugar Warner
DeMint Martinez Webb
Dodd McCain Whitehouse
Dole McCaskill Wyden
NOT VOTING—1
Johnson

The nomination was confirmed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider the votes on the nominations
are considered made and laid on the
table, and the President will be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will return to legislative session.

———

FAIR MINIMUM WAGE ACT OF 2007

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2) to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to provide for an in-
crease in the Federal Minimum Wage.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia is recognized.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I wish to
speak on another matter.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRAQ

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, the verdict
is in on the President’s plan to send
more American troops into Iraq: 68 per-
cent of the American people are op-
posed to it; 62 percent of Active-Duty
military officers are opposed to it. Top
military leaders have voiced skep-
ticism about whether an increase in
troops will succeed in suppressing the
sectarian violence that has consumed
Iraq. The evidence is in. The voice of
the people, the American people—voix
populaire—is clear. It is time to turn
around. Unfortunately, this adminis-
tration seems to have no intention of
heeding that call from the people.
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Last week, the Vice President talked
about the ‘‘enormous successes’ that
have been accomplished in Iraq. Enor-
mous successes? I ask, enormous suc-
cesses? The Vice President’s definition
of ‘“‘enormous success’ is, apparently,
different from mine.

The Vice President said that talk of
failures and blunders in Iraq was just
hogwash—his word, ‘‘hogwash’”’—and
the Vice President asserted that what-
ever Congress votes on in relation to
Iraq, ‘it won’t stop us.” Hear me now.
Hear me. This is the Vice President
talking. He asserted that whatever
Congress votes on in relation to Iraq,
“it won’t stop us.”

Now, listen to me, you people out
there in the hills, in the valleys, across
the mountain ranges, from the Atlan-
tic to the Pacific, that is a slap in the
face to you. Our constituents voted for
change in the last election. They asked
their elected representatives—us—to
chart a new course in Iraq. This admin-
istration continues to disregard the
will of the American people, it con-
tinues to disregard the people of the
Nation, the authority of the Constitu-
tion. The administration believes it
can continue to ignore the message
that is coming—yes—from the Amer-
ican people, loudly and clearly: Bring
our sons and daughters home.

That is why the bipartisan resolu-
tions we will be debating are so impor-
tant. That is why they are so impor-
tant. We have a duty as the elected
representatives of the people of the
United States to be their voices and to
speak the truth. And the truth is that
sending more American troops into
Iraq would be a continuation of the
mistakes that brought us there in the
first place. The truth is that many of
us in both parties deeply, deeply dis-
agree with the President’s decision to
increase our commitment in Iraq rath-
er than to decrease it. The truth is that
the American people are fed up with
having our—our—soldiers caught in the
crossfire of a civil war.

It is important to send that message
from the people to the President of the
United States. But it is not enough.
The American people are asking us to
send a message, but they are also ask-
ing us for answers. What is our strat-
egy? What is our strategy in Iraq? I am
not a Johnny-come-lately on this ques-
tion. I was against sending American
troops into Iraq in the first place. I
said so, and I voted so.

So what is our strategy in Iraq? Why
are we there? When can our sons and
daughters and grandchildren come
home? When can our sons and daugh-
ters come home? This President has
had almost 4 years to articulate an-
swers to those questions. Unfortu-
nately, he has failed at every oppor-
tunity. And so it falls to us—us, you
Senators and me, and Members of the
other body—to find a way forward out
of the mess he has created. That is why
I will be introducing, within the com-
ing days, a resolution that is a new ap-
proach to the war, a resolution that is
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