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record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Scipio A. Jones Post
Office Building™’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
SHAYS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to join my colleagues in the
consideration of H.R. 433, legislation
naming a postal facility in Little Rock,
Arkansas, after Scipio Africanus Jones.

Mr. Jones was an African American
lawyer, judge, professor and humani-
tarian. Born in 1863 as a slave, he is
most noted for his work to appeal the
conviction and death sentence of 12
black sharecroppers for their involve-
ment in the Elaine Race Riot. The
Elaine Race Riot is one of the bloodiest
racial conflicts in American history.
Mr. Jones’ work brought the case to
the United States Supreme Court, and
as a result found mob driven trials vio-
lated the due process clause of the 14th
amendment.

Mr. Jones also made history when he
personally purchased $50,000 worth of
Liberty Bonds, which helped support
the Allied war efforts in the First
World War. Soon thereafter, President
Woodrow Wilson appointed him to the
Liberty Bond National Advisory Board.

Later in his life, he continued to ad-
vocate against racial discrimination.
He fought for black voting rights and
worked with Thurgood Marshall in a
case ensuring fair pay for African
American teachers. His contribution
impacted society’s treatment towards
blacks in a powerful way, and for this
we all should be proud and remember
him dearly.

I urge the swift passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, February 1 marks the
beginning of Black History Month. It is
the time when we take time to honor
the commitments and struggles of Afri-
can Americans and try to understand
their struggles. It is only fitting that
during this month we honor a man
whose perseverance and dedication to
his community and fellow African
Americans broke through and broke
down historic barriers.

On August 3, 1863, Scipio Africanus
Jones was born in Smith Township, Ar-
kansas. His mother had been a slave.
Scipio Jones attended black schools in
the area and then moved to Little
Rock to attend preparatory courses at
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Philander Smith College. From there
he earned his Bachelor’s Degree from
North Little Rock’s Bethel University,
now known as Shorter College.

But his interest in education did not
stop there. He recognized the con-
tinuing struggle African Americans
face in achieving equal rights, and
knew he could contribute through Ar-
kansas’ legal system.

Mr. Jones offered to work unpaid as a
janitor at the offices of the local U.S.
district judge. There he began to read
law books and became an apprentice in
law under Circuit Judge Robert Lea.
He was accepted into the American Bar
Association in 1889. From there, he was
admitted to practice in the -circuit
court of Pulaski County in Little
Rock.

In 1900, he was admitted to the State
Supreme Court, then the United States
District Court, the United States Su-
preme Court, and the United States
Court of Appeals.
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He was a strong member of his com-
munity and joined several local fra-
ternal organizations. He even turned
down offers to serve as the ambassador
to the Republic of Haiti, as well as the
Recorder of Deeds in the District of Co-
lumbia so he could support the Little
Rock area.

He was treasurer of the National
Negro Bar Association, the National
Attorney General of the Mosaic Tem-
plars of America, a member of the
International Order of Twelve, and a
member of the Knights and Daughters
of Tabor.

Through his work in these fraternal
organizations, he became known as the
“Gibraltar of Negro fraternal bene-
ficiary societies.”

Mr. Jones is famous for his defense in
the trial of the Elaine Twelve. In 1919 a
group of black sharecroppers met in
Elaine, Arkansas, to discuss creating
their own unit and whether to bring a
class action lawsuit against their land-
lords for not paying them appropriate
shares for their homegrown crops.

When a local sheriff and railroad de-
tective, both white, showed up to the
meeting, a fight arose. It quickly
spread through the town and lasted for
3 days. It grew so intense that 600 Fed-
eral troops came to the area to quiet
the fighting.

In the end, 99 black men were ar-
rested. Twelve of the men received a
trial that lasted only 20 minutes and
sentenced them to death. With Scipio’s
efforts he pushed their case to the Su-
preme Court of the United States,
which successfully gave all 12 men a
new trial.

Beyond his legal work, Mr. Jones was
a passionate businessman. He was the
founder and owner of People’s Ice and
Fuel Company. He also founded Arkan-
sas’s Negro Business League.

Judge Scipio Jones fought hard his
whole life for the rights of his fellow
African Americans. He knew a better
way of life could be had for his commu-
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nity members. He was a prominent
leader, lawyer, educator, businessman,
and politician. It is so appropriate that
we honor a man of such determination,
pride and integrity during Black His-
tory Month with the naming of this
post office.

Frankly, I am in awe of this gen-
tleman.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 433.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

I yield

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF NATIONAL CON-
SUMER PROTECTION WEEK
Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, 1

move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 94) a resolution
supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Consumer Protection Week, as
amended.
The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 94

Whereas informed consumers are better
equipped to see through frauds and decep-
tions, whether they take the form of ques-
tionable claims in an advertisement, offers
that come in the mail or e-mail, or schemes
designed to appear to be risk-free;

Whereas the Federal Government provides
many educational resources and programs to
help people protect themselves against fraud
by supplying them with information about
their options in the marketplace;

Whereas the Federal Trade Commission
and more than 100 other Federal agencies
have collaborated on a website,
www.consumer.gov, which provides helpful
information ranging from how credit ratings
work to how to buy a new home;

Whereas the Federal Trade Commission
has prepared a collection of easy-to-use ma-
terials to enable anyone, regardless of their
existing knowledge about identity theft, to
learn about and inform others about how to
protect themselves against this serious
crime;

Whereas consumers can find practical tips
from National Consumer Protection Week
partner organizations about how to make
well-informed purchase decisions, avoid
scams, protect their personal information,
and file a complaint online at
WWW.Cconsumer.gov/ncpw;

Whereas, by gathering and sharing infor-
mation, consumers and their friends and
families can be more confident, savvy, and
safe in the marketplace;
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