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He continued, ‘‘Let us reexamine our 

convictions, our commitments and our 
courage.’’ He emphasized courage. ‘‘Our 
convictions and our commitments are 
clear and certain to us. But do we have 
the courage to carry them out,’’ he 
asked? ‘‘God has great hopes for what 
this great Nation will do in the near fu-
ture. We are here to ask for the cour-
age to carry out God’s hopes and aspi-
rations.’’ 

He inspired us with those words, and 
as he led us in prayer that day, Father 
Drinan said, ‘‘We learn things in prayer 
that we otherwise would never know.’’ 

That day in church at his funeral, 
and since then, we are praying for the 
courage of Father Drinan. That may 
have been Father Drinan’s last sermon 
from the pulpit, but afterwards, he sent 
me a letter asking that I place that 
sermon in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
And I commend to all of you his call 
for ‘‘peaceful revolution’’ to all who 
read our RECORD. He quoted John F. 
Kennedy, who said that we could make 
that possible with our actions. 

These words join the many coura-
geous words Father Drinan said on this 
House floor. He came to Congress to 
oppose the war in Vietnam. They join 
his powerful words on the day, last 
May, when Congress had the privilege 
of honoring him with the Congressional 
Distinguished Service Award. He re-
ceived that award, along with our 
former Ambassador to the Vatican and 
our former colleague in this House, 
Ambassador and Congresswoman Lindy 
Boggs. 

In his service, it was repeated during 
the communion service, ‘‘Where there 
is charity there is Christ. Where there 
is charity there is God.’’ Ubi caritas 
Deus ibi est. And on that day, in the 
Capitol, when we honored the two of 
them, charity was present and so was 
God’s goodwill. 

They also, Father Drinan’s words 
that we have submitted to the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, join the words he 
shared with his students. He was a 
priest, he was a politician, he was an 
American patriot who loved our Con-
stitution and fought for our civil lib-
erties, and he loved his students as a 
teacher. 

When he left here because Pope John 
Paul II, when he became Pope said he 
had to choose between being a priest 
and being a Member of Congress, he 
said, ‘‘I am a priest forever,’’ and he 
left the Congress. 

His successor, I know, is a source of 
great hope to the people in his district. 
Congressman BARNEY FRANK will be 
leading the special order in honor of 
Father Drinan shortly. 

But as a teacher, as I say, he loved 
his students, his law students. And just 
before graduation of one class, Bob 
Hickmont told me this, who was one of 
his students, Father Drinan offered ad-
vice to a group of Georgetown law stu-
dents. He said, ‘‘As I look out at all of 
you, with your new and expensive law 
school educations, I would urge you to 
go forth into society not as mere legal 

tradesmen, but as moral architects. 
Design, create and build a better and 
more equitable society and use your 
skills to help those who are otherwise 
not being served.’’ 

Father Drinan, this statement and 
others of your statement are entered 
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
Again, those words, with those of your 
10 years in Congress, will serve as an 
inspiration for all who follow the pro-
ceedings of Congress and all who ever 
knew you. 

Again, to his family, the Drinan fam-
ily, to Helen and all of the family, his 
sister-in-law, Helen, I hope it is a com-
fort to them that so many people 
mourn their loss and are praying for 
them at this sad time. And I extend my 
deepest sympathy to his family. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have five legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of my Special Order to-
night. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO FATHER ROBERT F. 
DRINAN, SJ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. FRANK) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Thank 
you, Madam Speaker. 

Madam Speaker, I rise with a sad 
duty, although also a proud one. It is a 
chance for our colleagues to mourn the 
death and celebrate the life of one of 
the ablest and most principled people 
ever to serve as a Member of this body, 
the late Father Robert Drinan. 

Madam Speaker, I will include for 
the RECORD of these proceedings the 
eulogies that were given at his funeral 
mass last Thursday by two of his fellow 
Jesuits, the Reverend John Langan and 
Professor Ladislas Orsy; by John 
DeGioia, the President of Georgetown 
University, where he taught for so 
many years; by our colleague Senator 
EDWARD KENNEDY; and by former Am-
bassador Max Kampelman. The Speak-
er also gave a eulogy, which she herself 
inserted in the RECORD. 

Madam Speaker, Bob Drinan was an 
extraordinary man. He had several ca-
reers, any one of which would have 
been extremely impressive. He was a 
Member of this body for only 10 years. 
By Congressional standards, that is not 
a long career, and many people are sur-
prised to learn it was only 10 years, be-
cause his impact on this body and 
through this body, this country and 
this world was so significant. He was a 
man of such force of intellect and 

strength of character and energy and 
determination that he made 10 years 
here do more than many do in 30 or 
more years. 

He was a prolific author of serious 
and thoughtful books. As I said in Mas-
sachusetts on Saturday, Father Drinan 
wrote more books than some high offi-
cials in this town have ever read. 

He was a very distinguished educa-
tor. Had he been nothing but the Dean 
of Boston College Law School, and two 
of our colleagues who attended that 
law school during his deanship, the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. 
MARKEY and the gentleman from Vir-
ginia, Mr. SCOTT, will be addressing us 
soon, had he simply been that dean for 
16 years when he helped make that into 
the first rate educational institution it 
is today, that would have been a sig-
nificant career. 

Then on leaving this place, he spent 
26 years teaching at Georgetown. At 86, 
Bob Drinan was a vigorous and engag-
ing teacher who was widely sought 
after by students interested in the in-
tellectual stimulation that they got 
from him. 

Now, with all of this, he was, of 
course, a Jesuit priest, and it was 
striking to me last Thursday here in 
Washington, Saturday at Boston Col-
lege, to see the justifiable pride that 
his fellow Jesuits had in this man. And 
not just their pride in him, but their 
pride and gratitude that he remained 
first and foremost a member of that 
Jesuit community, an extra commu-
nity of people who have made such con-
tributions to education and other im-
portant causes in this country. 

But what was particularly striking 
was the gap between the immensity of 
his accomplishments, the dignity of his 
intellect and his person. No one was 
ever less inclined to stand on cere-
mony. He was a down-to-earth indi-
vidual. People who met him, and sim-
ply met him without knowing who he 
was, although that became increas-
ingly harder as his fame grew, would be 
surprised to learn that he was a man of 
such accomplishments. 

He was a delight to be with. He was 
one of the most irreverent reverends 
you will ever meet, and did not need 
ceremony, did not need any kind of 
false dignity. He had the talents. 

What I want to talk about now is the 
common theme in that multiplicity of 
careers, of teacher and law school dean 
and Member of Congress and priest and 
author. 

We have a lot of debate in our society 
and American politics about morality 
in politics, what is the role of morality 
in politics, and there are some who 
style themselves as very religious, who 
believe that they are the exemplars of 
morality in politics and who have been 
critical of people like Father Drinan 
and said that he failed in that task. 

Absolutely the contrary is true. Fa-
ther Drinan’s life was dedicated to pub-
lic morality. Few people worked as 
consistently and effectively to bring a 
moral tone to the relationships we 
have with each other. 
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