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known and highly regarded. Over the
course of more than 30 years, Herman
held several important positions within
the State of Michigan, on the national
level and in the private sector. His ef-
forts have made a broad impact.

Herman began his career with the
Michigan Education Association, where
he would ultimately become the Asso-
ciation’s first African-American execu-
tive director/ chief administrator.
Among other achievements, Herman
was an integral part of statewide delib-
erations regarding the desegregation of
Michigan’s school districts.

His successful tenure with the MEA
led to his appointment as Assistant to
the Secretary of the U.S. Department
of Education. As Assistant Secretary,
Herman drafted Executive Order No.
12232, which provided the framework
for increased Federal assistance to his-
torically Black colleges and univer-
sities. This order remains in effect
today. Herman would continue his ef-
forts to improve and reform education
policy after leaving the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

In 1985, Herman was appointed by
Governor Blanchard as the first Afri-
can-American chief executive officer of
the State of Michigan Insurance De-
partment. After a successful tenure
with the department, Herman sought
to make his mark in the private sector
as vice president of corporate relations
for AAA Michigan, where he oversaw
AAA’s community relations and gov-
ernmental affairs departments. Her-
man then moved to the health care
arena as a consultant for the Potomac
Group Consultants, and, in 1994, began
service as both partner/marketing di-
rector and managing partner of the In-
sured Vehicle Identification Network,
IVIN.

Herman Coleman’s strong leadership
and pioneering efforts throughout his
lifetime are evidenced by his many
achievements and by the many awards
and honors bestowed upon him. His leg-
acy will reverberate for many years. I
know my colleagues in the Senate join
me in honoring the life of Mr. Herman
Coleman and in offering the most sin-
cere condolences to his daughters,
Hope and Heather, the rest of his fam-
ily and to his many colleagues and
friends. He will truly be missed.e
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

The following messages from the
President of the United States were
transmitted to the Senate by one of his
secretaries:

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE INTER-
DICTION OF AIRCRAFT ENGAGED
IN ILLICIT DRUG TRAFFICKING—
PM 3

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with the authorities relat-
ing to official immunity in the inter-
diction of aircraft engaged in illicit
drug trafficking (Public Law 107-108, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2291-4), and in order
to keep the Congress fully informed, I
am providing a report prepared by my
Administration. This report includes
matters relating to the interdiction of
aircraft engaged in illicit drug traf-
ficking.
GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 5, 2007.

———

REPORT RELATIVE TO BLOCKING
PROPERTY OF CERTAIN PER-
SONS CONTRIBUTING TO THE
CONFLICT IN COTE D’IVOIRE—PM
4

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the national emergency
and related measures blocking the
property of certain persons contrib-
uting to the conflict in Cote d’Ivoire
are to continue in effect beyond Feb-
ruary 7, 2007.

The situation in or in relation to
Cote d’Ivoire, which has been addressed
by the United Nations Security Council
in Resolution 1572 of November 15, 2004,
and subsequent resolutions, has re-
sulted in the massacre of large num-
bers of civilians, widespread human
rights abuses, significant political vio-
lence and unrest, and attacks against
international peacekeeping forces lead-
ing to fatalities. This situation poses a
continuing unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national
emergency and related measures block-
ing the property of certain persons con-
tributing to the conflict in Cote
d’Ivoire.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 5, 2007.

———

BUDGET OF THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2008—PM 5

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United

S1575

States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred jointly, pur-
suant to the order of January 30, 1975
as modified by the order of April 11,
1986; to the Committees on the Budget;
and Appropriations:

To the Congress of the United States:

America is a country of opportunity.
Throughout our history, we have over-
come great challenges by drawing on
the strength, creativity, and resolve of
the American people. We have adapted
to change—while maintaining our com-
mitment to freedom and an open econ-
omy.

Our economy is strong and growing,
Federal revenues are robust, and we
have made significant progress in re-
ducing the deficit. The Budget I am
presenting achieves balance by 2012.
My formula for a balanced budget re-
flects the priorities of our country at
this moment in its history: protecting
the homeland and fighting terrorism,
keeping the economy strong with low
taxes, and keeping spending under con-
trol while making Federal programs
more effective.

As Commander in Chief, my highest
priority is the security of our Nation.
My Budget invests substantial re-
sources to fight the Global War on Ter-
ror, and ensure our homeland is pro-
tected from those who would do us
harm. We will transform our military
to meet the new threats of the 21st
Century and provide the brave men and
women on the front lines with the re-
sources they need to be successful in
this decisive ideological struggle. The
Budget will support a new strategy in
Iraq that demands more from Iraq’s
elected government, and gives Amer-
ican forces in Iraq the reinforcements
they need to complete their mission.
And it will continue to provide the
tools necessary to keep America safe
by detecting, disrupting, and disman-
tling terrorist plots.

The U.S. economy is strong. Since
August 2003, 7.2 million jobs have been
created. Unemployment is low. Wages
are growing. Productivity is strong. In-
flation and interest rates are low. And
we have seen tremendous progress de-
spite a series of challenges, including
recession, the terrorist attacks of 2001,
corporate scandals, the costliest nat-
ural disaster in our Nation’s history,
energy price spikes, and a temporary
slowdown in the housing sector. The
resilience of our economy is a tribute
to America’s workers and entre-
preneurs. And well-timed, pro-growth
tax policies helped create the right cli-
mate for innovation and entrepreneur-
ship.

The Federal deficit is declining and
on a path to elimination. Last year, we
successfully met our goal of cutting
the deficit in half, three years ahead of
schedule. This occurred because tax re-
lief helped the economy to recover and
grow, resulting in record-high revenues
while we restrained non-security dis-
cretionary spending. With continued
strong economic growth and spending
discipline, we are now positioned to
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