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(Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. BAUCUS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 5, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
for human embryonic stem cell re-
search. 

S. 65 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 65, a bill to modify the age-60 stand-
ard for certain pilots and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 67 
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the 

names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Mr. STEVENS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 67, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to permit 
former members of the Armed Forces 
who have a service-connected dis-
ability rated as total to travel on mili-
tary aircraft in the same manner and 
to the same extent as retired members 
of the Armed Forces are entitled to 
travel on such aircraft. 

S. 93 
At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 93, a bill to authorize NTIA to 
borrow against anticipated receipts of 
the Digital Television and Public Safe-
ty Fund to initiate migration to a na-
tional IP-enabled emergency network 
capable of receiving and responding to 
all citizen activated emergency com-
munications. 

S. 214 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 214, a bill to amend chapter 35 
of title 28, United States Code, to pre-
serve the independence of United 
States attorneys. 

S. 261 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
261, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to strengthen prohibitions 
against animal fighting, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 291 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 291, a bill to establish a digital 
and wireless network technology pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 311 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
311, a bill to amend the Horse Protec-
tion Act to prohibit the shipping, 
transporting, moving, delivering, re-
ceiving, possessing, purchasing, selling, 
or donation of horses and other equines 
to be slaughtered for human consump-
tion, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mr. STEVENS, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
311, supra. 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
311, supra. 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
311, supra. 

At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
311, supra. 

S. 322 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. THOMAS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 322, a bill to establish an Indian 
youth telemental health demonstra-
tion project. 

S. 340 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 340, a bill to improve agri-
cultural job opportunities, benefits, 
and security for aliens in the United 
States and for other purposes. 

S. 388 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
388, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide a national 
standard in accordance with which 
nonresidents of a State may carry con-
cealed firearms in the State. 

S. 402 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 402, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a deduc-
tion for qualified timber gains. 

S. 415 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 415, a bill to amend the Revised 
Statutes of the United States to pre-
vent the use of the legal system in a 
manner that extorts money from State 
and local governments, and the Federal 
Government, and inhibits such govern-
ments’ constitutional actions under 
the first, tenth, and fourteenth amend-
ments. 

S. 431 
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
431, a bill to require convicted sex of-
fenders to register online identifiers, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 433 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 433, a bill to state United 
States policy for Iraq, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 439 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from Maine (Ms. SNOWE) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 439, a 
bill to amend title 10, United States 
Code, to permit certain retired mem-
bers of the uniformed services who 
have a service-connected disability to 
receive both disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of 

military service or Combat-Related 
Special Compensation. 

S. 448 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 448, a bill to prohibit the use 
of funds to continue deployment of the 
United States Armed Forces in Iraq be-
yond six months after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

S. 465 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-

ida, the name of the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 465, a bill to amend ti-
tles XVIII and XIX of the Social Secu-
rity Act and title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to improve access 
to information about individuals’ 
health care options and legal rights for 
care near the end of life, to promote 
advance care planning and decision-
making so that individuals’ wishes are 
known should they become unable to 
speak for themselves, to engage health 
care providers in disseminating infor-
mation about and assisting in the prep-
aration of advance directives, which in-
clude living wills and durable powers of 
attorney for health care, and for other 
purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 7 
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Con. Res. 7, a concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress on Iraq. 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BAYH), the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL), the Senator from 
Oregon (Mr. SMITH), the Senator from 
Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) and the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. NELSON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 7, 
supra. 

S. RES. 18 
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 18, a resolution expressing 
the sense of the Senate regarding des-
ignation of the month of November as 
‘‘National Military Family Month’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 97 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 97 intended 
to be proposed to S. 294, a bill to reau-
thorize Amtrak, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. WARNER: 
S. 489. A bill to improve efficiency in 

the Federal Government through the 
use of green buildings, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President. I rise 
to introduce the Green Buildings Act of 
2007. This bill is intended to continue 
the hard work of our former colleague 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:40 Feb 06, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05FE6.009 S05FEPT1jc
or

co
ra

n 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

62
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1578 February 5, 2007 
from Vermont, Senator Jim Jeffords, 
and would place an emphasis on energy 
efficient and healthy building environ-
ments. 

In the opening weeks of this 110th 
Congress we have seen a significant 
focus on the future energy security and 
environmental health of our Nation 
and indeed the world. Much attention 
has been paid to the issue of global cli-
mate change and it is my firm belief 
that not only are the energy and envi-
ronmental challenges that we face 
today varied, but that our solutions 
must be multi-faceted. In order to 
meet the rising demands of a growing 
world population and its expanding 
economies, we need to address the way 
we create energy, conserve energy, and 
preserve the environment. 

Green Buildings are structures that 
are designed and built with energy-effi-
cient and renewable materials to con-
serve energy and environmental re-
sources. These buildings last longer, 
use less energy, and promote a 
healthier environment for those who 
may work or live in them. Green build-
ings have reduced electricity, heating, 
and cooling requirements; use less 
water; and may even use renewable 
sources of water and electricity. Re-
cent volatility in energy costs and con-
straints on the electricity grid in much 
of the U.S. have led developers to ex-
plore the potential economic benefits 
of these efficient buildings as well. It is 
my belief that green buildings will be-
come a significant contributor to 
America’s energy conservation efforts 
and that is why I am introducing this 
bill today. 

The proposal I offer today is one 
small step in the right direction and 
draws upon a bill approved by the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee 
in 2006. The federal government is al-
ready setting an example in energy ef-
ficiency under the leadership of the 
White House and Department of En-
ergy. This bill will take the next step 
and create an office within the General 
Services Administration (GSA) to over-
see green building initiatives within 
the Federal Government and provide 
support for information to State and 
local governments as well as the pri-
vate sector. With almost 9,000 buildings 
and 340 million square feet of space, the 
GSA has the experience and expertise 
to manage this effort for the Federal 
Government. The Office of Green 
Buildings at the GSA will be advised by 
a Green Buildings Council to be com-
prised of Federal, State, local, and pri-
vate sector participants to establish 
guidelines and create resources for pub-
lic and private builders across the 
country. It is my hope that the use of 
green buildings in the Federal real es-
tate portfolio will contribute to in-
creased health of the public, produc-
tivity of work, and conservation of en-
ergy. 

While some portions of the private 
sector have caught on to the many ben-
efits of green or ‘‘sustainable design,’’ 
this bill’s establishment of grants 

through the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) to assist school sys-
tems in their school construction ef-
forts will bring these benefits to the 
places our children spend so much of 
their time and the facilities that con-
sume a significant amount of energy in 
our communities. In addition to grants 
to school systems, the bill would create 
an indoor air quality program for Fed-
eral buildings, encourage incentives for 
Federal agencies, and authorize re-
search and demonstration projects in 
each of the four climatic regions of the 
United States. The bill is modest in 
scope, authorizing $50 million over 5 
years to begin this most important ef-
fort in the Federal Government. 

I know many of you share in my de-
sire to advance our Nation’s conserva-
tion agenda. Indeed, many have sup-
ported the efforts of our recently re-
tired colleague from Vermont and have 
your own ideas. I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues in the Senate 
and on the Environment and Public 
Works Committee as we move this pro-
posal forward. Green Buildings will be 
a significant part of our country’s en-
ergy and environmental future and this 
bill will help us in that effort. 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself 
and Mr. LEVIN): 

S. 490. A bill to provide for the return 
of the Fresnel Lens to the lantern 
room atop Presque Isle Light Station 
Lighthouse, Michigan, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
rise today to introduce the Lester 
Nichols Presque Isle Light Station Act 
of 2007. 

The Presque Isle Light Station Act 
requires the return of the historic third 
order Fresnel lens to the lighthouse in 
Presque Isle, MI. The lens was removed 
four years ago for restoration work, 
but now it is time to replace it and pre-
serve the historic integrity of the beau-
tiful Presque Isle lighthouse. 

Michigan has more lighthouses than 
any other State. Not only are these 
historic structures symbolic of our 
maritime heritage, they are the heart 
of Michigan’s coastal communities. 
Lighthouses are a key part of the tour-
ist economy of many small Michigan 
towns, and the historic character of 
our lighthouses brings tourists from all 
over the country. So it is imperative 
that we protect, restore, and preserve 
the Presque Isle lighthouse and all of 
Michigan’s 120 lighthouses. 

I am pleased to introduce this legis-
lation with Senator LEVIN. In the 
House of Representatives, Congressman 
STUPAK is the sponsor of a companion 
bill. So the Michigan delegation is 
united in our resolve to restore the 
Fresnel lens to the Presque Isle light-
house for the enjoyment and education 
of future generations. 

Finally, I want to say a word about 
the man for whom we have named this 
bill: Lester Nichols. Without Les Nich-
ols’ dedication we would never have 

been able to restore Presque Isle’s 
Fresnel lens. Last fall, Les lost his cou-
rageous battle against cancer. He was a 
pillar of his community. He was pas-
sionate about the Presque Isle light-
house and he will be truly missed. 
Naming this bill for him is the least we 
can do to show our gratitude for all of 
his work. And I hope that we will soon 
be able to put the Fresnel lens back in 
the lighthouse and give Les the victory 
that he so wanted to see. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 69—RECOG-
NIZING THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
SPIRITUAL AS A NATIONAL 
TREASURE 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

REID, Mr. COBURN, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. 
FEINGOLD, Mrs. DOLE, Mrs. CLINTON, 
Mr. LAUTENBERG, and Mr. KENNEDY) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 69 

Whereas since slavery was introduced into 
the European colonies in 1619, enslaved Afri-
cans remained in bondage until the United 
States ratified the 13th amendment to the 
Constitution in 1865; 

Whereas during that period in the history 
of the United States, the first expression of 
a unique American music was created by 
enslaved African-Americans who— 

(1) used their knowledge of the English lan-
guage and the Christian religious faith, as it 
had been taught to them in the New World; 
and 

(2) stealthily wove within the music their 
experience of coping with human servitude 
and their strong desire to be free; 

Whereas as a method of survival, enslaved 
African-Americans who were forbidden to 
speak their native languages, play musical 
instruments they had used in Africa, or prac-
tice their traditional religious beliefs, relied 
on their strong African oral tradition of 
songs, stories, proverbs, and historical ac-
counts to create an original genre of music, 
now known as spirituals; 

Whereas Calvin Earl, a noted performer of, 
and educator on, African-American spir-
ituals, remarked that the Christian lyrics 
became a metaphor for freedom from slav-
ery, a secret way for slaves to ‘‘communicate 
with each other, teach their children, record 
their history, and heal their pain’’; 

Whereas the New Jersey Historical Com-
mission found that ‘‘some of those daring 
and artful runaway slaves who entered New 
Jersey by way of the Underground Railroad 
no doubt sang the words of old Negro spir-
ituals like ‘Steal Away’ before embarking on 
their perilous journey north’’; 

Whereas African-American spirituals 
spread all over the United States, and the 
songs we know of today may represent only 
a small portion of the total number of spir-
ituals that once existed; 

Whereas Frederick Douglass, a fugitive 
slave who would become one of the leading 
abolitionists in the United States, remarked 
that spirituals ‘‘told a tale of woe which was 
then altogether beyond my feeble com-
prehension; they were tones loud, long, and 
deep; they breathed the prayer and com-
plaint of souls boiling over with the bitterest 
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