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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Reverend Kenn Hucks, Pastor,
Immanuel Baptist Church, Lebanon,
Tennessee, offered the following pray-
er:

Our Father, we offer to You our
greatest praise and thanksgiving for
another day to serve You and our fel-
low man. Thank You for the grace and
blessing to live in this great land.

Grant to every American in this
great assembly a craving for Your wis-
dom, the courage to express it, and the
commitment to never turn away from
what is right.

Bring true and lasting peace to our
world. Allow spiritual renewal to sweep
our great land, and help us to truly be-
come one Nation under God that is in-
divisible, with liberty and justice for
all.

Help each of us to humble ourselves
under Your mighty hand and truly love
our neighbor as our self.

Protect our Armed Forces, prosper
our workforce, and prescribe the path
of Your will for all of America and for
every American. In our Savior’s name,
amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. HILL) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. HILL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING THE REVEREND KENN
HUCKS

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, we
were privileged today to have deliver
our opening prayer the Reverend Kenn
Hucks from Lebanon, Tennessee, Im-
manuel Baptist Church, formerly in
BART GORDON’s district, and now in my
district. We are also privileged to have
his beautiful wife Kim with us today
sitting in the family gallery.

This is a church that started in 1947
with just a few dozen members, and
now it is in the top 1 percent of the
Tennessee Baptist and the Southern
Baptist Conventions, due to a long line
of inspirational pastors, the latest of
whom is Kenn Hucks, who joined the
congregation, was called to the min-
istry in 2002. We appreciate his great
spiritual leadership in our community,
and we appreciate his being with us
today.

BUSH BUDGET

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I would like to speak about the
budget this morning and the concern
that I have that the budget President
Bush has proposed makes it very clear
that his priorities are out of touch
with everyday Americans. President
Bush would rather maintain his tax
cuts for the wealthiest in our commu-
nities, while leaving seniors, veterans
and working families behind.

He also believes that his budget will
rid our Nation of debt in 5 years, even
though he wants to keep spending bil-
lions of dollars in Iraq and maintain
these tax cuts for the most wealthy.

Further, President Bush continu-
ously fails to be up front with the
American people about the true cost of

the war. Even in the supplemental that
he proposed, he fails to acknowledge
the additional cost of the troops and
support personnel that will be required
by the troop surge. Folks, the numbers
simply don’t add up.

I am disappointed that the budget
fails to include ample funding for the
Everglades restoration and beach re-
nourishment, which are an important
asset and resource in our country. The
Everglades and our beaches in Florida
are not only important to Floridians,
but also national treasures enjoyed by
millions of Americans each year.

It is time for our government to step
up to the plate and fulfill its commit-
ment to the Everglades, our beaches,
and all our other natural assets; I am
going to fight to make this happen.

President Bush’s priorities are out of
step, and as we continue to debate his
budget, I am confident Congress will
restore funding to many of the pro-
grams our American families deserve
and depend on.

—————

ELIMINATING PREVENTABLE
HEALTH CARE ASSOCIATED IN-
FECTIONS

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. TIM MURPHY OF Pennsylvania.
I would like to welcome my colleague
from Pittsburgh in his first time in the
Speaker’s chair.

Mr. Speaker, more people die each
year from infections they pick up in
hospitals than from AIDS, breast can-
cer or auto accidents. The Centers for
Disease Control reports these health
care-associated infections contribute
to 90,000 deaths per year, with annual
costs exceeding $50 billion. Medicare
costs for patients who contract an in-
fection while hospitalized is five times
higher than for patients without these
infections. For Medicaid patients, costs
are 14 times higher.
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