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Civic Arts Commission for his philan-
thropy to this great community.

One of Ray’s former teammates com-
mented that he was, and I quote, ‘‘one
of the people you could always count
on.” Ray took that attitude from the
football field to the community of
Cedartown, and his contributions to
both will live on as his legacy. I send
my deepest, deepest condolences to his
wife, Claire, and to his whole family. I
know all of Polk County mourns your
loss.

Madam Speaker, as a younger gen-
eration looks to sport stars as heroes
and role models, I hope they come
across men like Ray Beck. He was com-
mitted to his team and committed to
his community. He gave his all on the
field and then gave back to the town
where he was raised. He was generous
with his time, his wisdom and his en-
ergy, and Cedartown, Georgia, is a far,
far better place because of him.

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join
me in honoring the legacy of Ray Beck.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
CONGRESSIONAL-EXECUTIVE
COMMISSION ON THE PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C 6913, and the order of
the House of January 4, 2007, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Member of the House
to the Congressional-Executive Com-
mission on the People’s Republic of
China:

Mr. LEVIN, Michigan, Chairman.

—————

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, it is an honor to be here on the floor
once again on behalf of the 30-Some-
thing Working Group. I am glad to be
joined by my good friend, Mr. RYAN,
from Niles, Ohio, who has joined me on
a number of occasions here. We have
joined one another.
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We look forward to other members of
the 30-Something Working Group join-
ing us here on the floor.

There is a lot going on in the Capitol
Building today, a lot of committees
meeting, Madam Speaker. A number of
bills are moving through the process,
and the American people are being
served, with a new attitude of the U.S.
House of Representatives, especially
110th Congress, that we will work as
every American does. We will punch in
at the beginning of the week and punch
out at the end of the week and work on
the weekends sometimes. So that is a
good attitude to have, especially when
you have two wars going on. You have
the President passing on a budget that
the American people don’t see eye to
eye with, nor this Congress sees eye to
eye with. But we will work those issues
out, and we will talk about them a lit-
tle further as we move along.

One of the other things that I think
that we can touch on are some of the
findings, that now these committees
are meeting and we have some level of
oversight, Madam Speaker, that we are
going to find out some things that have
been happening in Iraq or what has not
been happening in Iraq.

We are also going to learn more
about the President’s budget as we
move along. And I am having a copy of
the budget brought to us here on the
floor because I want to make sure that
the American people and definitely the
Members get an opportunity to see this
big document. Yesterday and today the
Ways and Means Committee held hear-
ings and had the Secretary of the
Treasury and now the Office of Man-
agement and Budget Director here be-
fore the committee today. And there
are a lot of questions that are being
asked, and very few are being an-
swered. And we will talk about a little
of that today.

But once again, I yield to my good
friend Mr. RYAN from Niles, Ohio. I am
glad that you are here and am looking
forward to talking about some of the
issues that are facing this Congress and
the American people.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. It is an honor to
be with you, Mr. MEEK. And I appre-
ciate that you were on the floor today
passing legislation commemorating a
fine citizen down in Florida, a leader in
that community. And I want to thank
you for taking the time to come out.

There are so many issues that we
need to discuss today, Mr. MEEK. The
President submitted his budget this
week to the Congress, and we are going
to have to go through that with a fine-
tooth comb and recognize some of the
mistakes that are in there and correct
them.

And as I said the other night here,
Madam Speaker, the only thing that
stands between President Bush’s budg-
et, which would have been passed post
the election, is Speaker PELOSI. And so
we have got a real opportunity here to
make things right and to make some
real progress.
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A couple of things that we want to
talk about that are in President Bush’s
budget that we need to fix immediately
as we go through the hearing process is
the tax increase that is going to be
placed on middle-class families. The
President’s entire budget is balanced
on the backs of 33 million American
families who will be forced to pay high-
er taxes through the alternative min-
imum tax. This was a tax that was put
on years and years ago to make sure
that wealthy Americans had to at least
pay a base level, the minimum level, of
taxes. Regardless of how much you
make, you had to pay this much. And
through that process over the years,
that AMT started creeping and creep-
ing and creeping into middle-class fam-
ilies now to the point where it may go
past the $100,000 point, meaning that if
you make $100,000 or possibly even less,
you will be forced to pay this alter-
native minimum tax. The President did
not deal with that. We are going to
have to fix that because the alternative
is it means a tax increase on 33 million
Americans.

Cuts to health care and to our sen-
iors, Madam Speaker. The President’s
budget cuts Medicare and Medicaid by
over $100 billion over 5 years, $300 bil-
lion over the next 10 years. And these
are two key components of our health
care system in the United States of
America that cover about 80 million
Americans. There have also been cuts
to home energy assistance for poor
families. As cold as it is today here in
Washington, D.C., and across the coun-
try, the President submits a budget
that cuts that by about 18 percent.

There are a couple other things I
want to talk about here, Mr. MEEK, and
I am glad you are paying attention and
asking me to help you out here today.
We have seen this tremendous change
in the economy over the past couple of
decades where we went from basically a
national economy to an immediate
global superpower post-World War II.
And with that there have been tremen-
dous changes.

Here is one of the key components
that have affected us, and as capital
moves and globalization occurs, wheth-
er we like it or not, Mr. MEEK, here is
what has happened. This is a chart that
indicates the new global workforce.
And the increase, from the left side,
1985 to 2000, the increase from about 2
billion people that were considered in
the global workforce to almost 6 billion
people. That means China has been
added to the list. That means India has
been added to the list. That means Cen-
tral American countries have been
added to the list. And now all of a sud-
den we have expanded the global labor
supply, which has driven down wages
for people here in the United States.
This is a major issue that we have to
deal with.

And, Mr. MEEK, as you know, Speak-
er PELOSI was kind enough to appoint
me to the Appropriations Committee,
and today we had a meeting with our
chairman Mr. OBEY, and he said we
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