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systems are eroding for a lack of basic 
resources. 

Again, the consequences of this pol-
icy must be debated. In Iraq, there is a 
clear choice: support the President’s 
policy of full steam ahead and continue 
the current policy of putting American 
soldiers in harm’s way or shift strategy 
and make it clear that it is time for 
the Iraqi government to govern and 
Iraqi troops to protect the Iraqi people. 

In any case, whatever policy advo-
cated—whether one supports staying 
in, getting out now, or getting out 
later—those choices deserve to be fully 
and completely debated and voted on in 
the United States Senate. 

I urge my colleagues on the other 
side to support a full and open debate 
on the President’s Iraq policy. 

Madam President, I yield the floor 
and suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, it is my 
understanding we are now in executive 
session; is that right? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is correct. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Execu-
tive Calendar Nos. 16 through 22, and 
all nominations on the Secretary’s 
desk; that the nominations be con-
firmed; the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table; that any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD; that 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action, and the Senate 
return to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows: 

IN THE NAVY 
The following named officer for appoint-

ment in the United States Navy to the grade 
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10, 
U.S.C., section 601: 

To be admiral 

Adm. William J. Fallon, 0000 
THE AIR FORCE 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the 
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 
624: 

To be major general 

Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Travis, 0000 
The following named officer for appoint-

ment in the United States Air Force to the 
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 
624: 

To be brigadier general 

Col. David H. Cyr, 0000 
The following named officer for appoint-

ment in the United States Air Force to the 

grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 
624: 

To be brigadier general 
Col. Douglas J. Robb, 0000 
The following named officers for appoint-

ment in the Reserve of the Air Force to the 
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 
12203: 

To be major general 

Brigadier General Frank J. Casserino, 0000 
Brigadier General Stephen P. Gross, 0000 
Brigadier General Clay T. McCutchan, 0000 
Brigadier General Frank J. Padilla, 0000 
Brigadier General Loren S. Perlstein, 0000 
Brigadier General Jack W. Ramsaur, II, 0000 
Brigadier General Bradley C. Young, 0000 

To be brigadier general 

Colonel Frank E. Anderson, 0000 
Colonel Patrick A. Cord, 0000 
Colonel Craig N. Gourley, 0000 
Colonel Donald C. Ralph, 0000 
Colonel William F. Schauffert, 0000 
Colonel Jack K. Sewell, Jr., 0000 
Colonel Richard A. Shook, Jr., 0000 
Colonel Lance D. Dndhjem, 0000 
Colonel John T. Winters, Jr., 0000 

IN THE ARMY 
The following named officer for appoint-

ment in the United States Army to the grade 
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10, 
U.S.C., section 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

Lt. Gen. James M. Dubik, 0000 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

J. Michael McConnell, of Virginia, to be 
Director of National Intelligence, 

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE 
SECRETARY’S DESK 
IN THE AIR FORCE 

PN200 AIR FORCE nominations (6) begin-
ning MICHAEL D. JACOBSON, and ending 
TERRILL L. TOPS, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of January 18, 2007. 

PN201 AIR FORCE nominations (11) begin-
ning STUART C. CALLE, and ending EDWIN 
O. RODRIGUEZPAGAN, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of January 18, 2007. 

f 

NOMINATION OF JOHN M. 
MCCONNELL TO BE DNI 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
today the Senate has confirmed the 
nomination of VADM Mike McConnell 
to be the next Director of National In-
telligence. It is hard for me to imagine 
a better choice than Admiral McCon-
nell. 

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence received Admiral McCon-
nell’s nomination to replace John 
Negroponte on January 22, 2007. He 
completed all the requisite paperwork 
and the committee held a hearing with 
Admiral McConnell on February 1. The 
committee met on February 6, and 
voted unanimously to report the nomi-
nation to the Senate with a favorable 
recommendation. 

I am pleased that the Senate has 
moved quickly to act on this rec-
ommendation. I think this swift con-
sideration of the nomination is rec-
ognition of both the importance of this 
position and of the qualifications of 
Admiral McConnell. 

As my colleagues know, the position 
of Director of National Intelligence 

was created by the Intelligence Reform 
and Terrorism Prevention Act 2004. 
That legislation drew on recommenda-
tions from the congressional and com-
mission reports on the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks, the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee report on Iraq prewar intel-
ligence, the Report of the Joint Inquiry 
by the House and Senate Intelligence 
Committees into the events of 9/11, and 
the recommendations of numerous 
other commissions and reviews going 
back 50 years. 

The creation of the DNI was an im-
portant step. We now have, for the first 
time, an individual whose primary job 
is to run the intelligence community 
as a whole. Until the creation of the 
DNI, the old Director of Central Intel-
ligence wore two hats—as the head of 
the Intelligence Community and as the 
Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency. But this structural change, 
while important, was only the first 
step to reforming intelligence. The DNI 
must make the 16 agencies of the intel-
ligence community work as one toward 
a common goal. Director Negroponte 
has started the community down that 
path. It is going to be up to Admiral 
McConnell to move us further along. 

A quick review of his resume will 
show even the casual observer that Ad-
miral McConnell is incredibly well 
qualified for this critical position. He 
retired from the Navy as Vice Admiral 
after 29 years of service. Most of his 
service during this distinguished career 
was as an intelligence officer. 

While on active duty he served as Di-
rector of Intelligence on the Joint 
Staff during the Persian Gulf War. This 
made him the principal intelligence ad-
visor to the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs, GEN Colin Powell. He went on 
to become the Director of the National 
Security Agency, our Nation’s largest 
intelligence agency. 

Upon retiring from the Navy, Admi-
ral McConnell went to work for Booz 
Allen Hamilton where he has been a 
senior vice president for intelligence 
and national security. He also is cur-
rently chairman and chief executive of-
ficer of the Intelligence and National 
Security Alliance, an industry group 
that works with the Government look-
ing for ways to solve some of our com-
plex intelligence problems. He has the 
requisite Government experience sup-
plemented by a decade in the private 
sector. 

In his appearance before the Intel-
ligence Committee last week I think it 
is fair to say that he impressed all 
members of the committee with his 
knowledge of the issues and the dif-
ficulty of the task ahead. But I was 
particularly encouraged by his answers 
to questions about the relationship 
with Congress. 

It is no secret that I have not always 
been happy with the level of access the 
intelligence committee has had to ma-
terials it needs to do its job. On some 
of the most important and sensitive 
programs in the Intelligence Commu-
nity, we have been frustrated in our at-
tempts to do oversight because we have 
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