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akin to Napoleon’s entries into Russia, 
to Hitler’s entries into Russia and in 
the Danish countries’ efforts to go into 
Russia. There are certain places you 
can’t go and you can’t win, and after 
41⁄2 years this country should know it. 
To put more troops there, to waste 
more blood, and to give up more lives 
is simply wrong. To support our troops 
is to bring them home. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for this 
time. I hope that not more American 
men and women will lose their blood or 
lose their limbs in what is an impos-
sible war. We need to bring America 
home, bring our resources home, and 
bring our troops home. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 35 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 

f 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order at 10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, giver of all good gifts, 
endow this Nation with moral integ-
rity. Help us to grow in virtue and in 
vision, that America may truly be a 
leader in the community of nations. 
Use us to create Your kingdom here on 
earth, a kingdom of goodness and 
truth, a kingdom of peace and justice, 
a sign of Your presence dwelling here 
on earth, active in Your people, and a 
great blessing for the rest of the world. 

We ask this, trusting in Your Holy 
Name, both now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

IRAQ RESOLUTION SUPPORTS OUR 
TROOPS BY OPPOSING THE 
PRESIDENT’S TROOP ESCA-
LATION 

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, this week the House will have 
an opportunity to truly support our 
troops by having a substantial debate 
here on the House floor about the 
President’s latest proposal for a troop 
escalation in Iraq. Some of my Repub-
lican colleagues will say that such a 
debate undermines our troops’ efforts 
in Iraq. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

How can this Congress stand on the 
sidelines when the President has been 
told by his generals, by an independent 
commission created by the old Repub-
lican Congress, by the American peo-
ple, and by both Democrats and Repub-
licans in the new Congress that this 
plan will not work? How can this Con-
gress stand on the sidelines while our 
troops continue to serve as referees in 
a situation that even our own intel-
ligence agencies say is worse than a 
civil war? 

Madam Speaker, the resolution we 
will begin to debate today has the well- 
being of our troops first. First and fore-
most, we support them. We support 
them by saying enough is enough with 
the bad planning. The President should 
not send more troops to Iraq for the 
simple reason that it will not make 
any difference on a deteriorating situa-
tion on the ground. 

f 

THE UNGRATEFUL NATION? 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, as we begin 
the debate on Iraq today, I have re-
ceived input from Brian in Humble, 
Texas. He says, ‘‘I am a veteran of 
Vietnam. My father is a veteran of 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam. I 
have four brothers that are veterans, 
and my oldest son is serving his fourth 
tour of duty in Iraq. If winning in Iraq 
takes more resources, it is far better 
than the alternatives. You owe the 
young men and women, and yes, my 
son in harm’s way, your total support.’’ 

The cost of our security does not 
come without a price. The alternatives, 
the loss of American freedoms and se-
curity and leaving Iraq before our duty 
is done, is not the option. If more 
troops are needed, then it is our duty 
to supply them. 

What message does this Nation send 
its heroes deep within the belly of com-
bat to tell them no troops are coming 
to their aid? This leaves those left be-
hind stranded without the resources in 
front of a deadly enemy. 

Mr. Speaker, the words of this vet-
eran, whose family holds a proud his-
tory of service to America, are wise 
words. This Nation owes its gratitude 

and support to its U.S. soldiers fighting 
to protect our interests; otherwise, we 
will be judged to be the ungrateful Na-
tion. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PRESIDENT DOES NOT PRIORITIZE 
ISSUES IMPORTANT TO MIDDLE 
CLASS AMERICANS 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, for 6 years, 
Americans have felt left behind by this 
administration and a Republican Con-
gress that did not prioritize issues im-
portant to many Americans. With the 
November elections, we had hoped that 
President Bush would get the message 
that Americans wanted change. Unfor-
tunately, the President’s budget, in my 
opinion, is no different than many of 
the budgets of his last 6 years; it leaves 
too many people behind. 

Six years ago, the President vowed to 
leave no child left behind, but his budg-
et underfunds our schools by $15 bil-
lion. How can the President hold 
schools accountable when he refuses to 
give them the funding necessary to 
make those improvements? 

The President’s budget will also force 
States to eliminate health care cov-
erage for children because he refuses to 
provide enough money to the SCHIP 
program to cover more than 9 million 
kids now enrolled in the program. At a 
time when 1 million more Americans 
are joining the ranks of the uninsured 
every year, do we really want to take 
health care coverage away from the 
most vulnerable populations, the chil-
dren and low-income parents? 

Mr. Speaker, the President’s prior-
ities are different than ours, and our 
budget will look significantly different. 

f 

O’HARE AIRPORT 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, the security 
at O’Hare Airport is not what it should 
be. Reports over the weekend showed 
3,700 security badges have not been re-
turned from former employees no 
longer allowed to work at the airfield. 
Many of the badges had not been can-
celed and would permit anyone access 
to an aircraft. 

According to CBS TV, several of the 
employees involved had previous arrest 
records and convictions for nonmajor 
crimes. Reports also indicated that 
several doors at O’Hare did not even 
have ID scanners, allowing anyone who 
appeared to be official to enter the air-
field. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Transportation Security 
Agency and Federal law enforcement 
officers that I have met with have all 
promised action. While they can levy 
fines on the contractors involved, the 
penalties should be increased. 
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Later this month, I will introduce 

legislation levying a fine of $10,000 per 
day for an airport security badge that 
is not canceled for an employee that 
was fired. That should get their atten-
tion and help make the world’s busiest 
airport more secure. 

f 

PRESIDENT’S PROPOSED BUDGET 
AND DEBT 

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
the President’s proposed budget is an-
other step down the long road of fiscal 
irresponsibility. 

While this administration’s budget 
claims to reach balance in 2012, in re-
ality, it actually will remain in the red 
all along those years. After all, over 
the last 6 years, the Bush administra-
tion’s fiscal policies have posted the 
highest deficits in our Nation’s history. 

The administration has squandered 
the budget surplus it inherited, trans-
forming $5.6 trillion projected surplus 
into a $2.8 trillion deficit over the same 
period, completely losing focus of what 
we need to do in America. 

Even with this continued deficit, the 
budget still hurts American families. It 
proposes substantial cuts to Medicare 
and Medicaid both. What does this out- 
of-whack budget really fund? The 
President’s tax cuts for the wealthy, of 
course. 

Mr. Speaker, the President has put 
forth another budget that raises our 
national debt while cutting vital pro-
grams to Americans. His priorities 
haven’t changed. Fortunately, the 
leadership in this Congress has 
changed. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL INACTION JEOP-
ARDIZES UNION COUNTY ROADS 

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. The failure 
of Congress to reauthorize the Secure 
Rural Schools and Community Self-De-
termination Act amounts to a breach 
of faith to more than 600 forested coun-
ties and 4,400 school districts across 
our country. 

For Union County, Oregon, this 
means a third of the road department 
employees no longer will have a job, 
other county services will be cut, and 
another rural school district is left be-
hind. 

Last night, County Commissioner 
Colleen MacLeod was making the 8- 
hour, 616-mile round trip from her 
home in Union County to the State 
capital in Salem, where she and other 
commissioners around Oregon were 
meeting to discuss how a county de-
clares bankruptcy. Commissioner 
MacLeod says, ‘‘County governments, 
all they want is to be able to work for 
themselves, and the Federal Govern-

ment needs to let us. We just want to 
be able to work in the woods.’’ 

Traveling with the commissioner was 
the Union County Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director, Judy 
Loudermilk, who says, ‘‘What affects 
one area in a rural community affects 
us all. Loss of these funds is dev-
astating.’’ 

My colleagues, Congress must keep 
the Federal Government’s promise to 
timbered communities. Pass H.R. 17 
and do it now. 

f 

NEED FOR DEBATE ABOUT PRESI-
DENT’S TROOP ESCALATION 
PLAN 

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, 
President Bush’s plan to escalate the 
war in Iraq will not bring success in 
Iraq or make America more secure. It 
faces significant bipartisan opposition 
in both Chambers of Congress, and the 
plan is opposed by a majority of people 
in our country. 

The American people rightfully want 
to know where their leaders stand on 
this critical issue, and the House is 
prepared to act. Unfortunately, on the 
other side of the Capitol, Senate Re-
publicans blocked debate on this crit-
ical issue, and the House is prepared to 
do it now. 

While Senate Republicans cut and 
ran from this most important issue, 
over the next 4 days this House will de-
bate, and then on Friday vote on a res-
olution on the President’s plan to esca-
late the war. 

Mr. Speaker, House Democrats will 
ask the tough questions about the 
President’s new strategy and continue 
to insist on a new direction, while al-
ways putting our troops first. 

The days of rubber-stamping the 
President’s war plans are over. And 
starting today, this House is going to 
have an important debate on the Presi-
dent’s troop escalation plan. 

f 

DEMOCRATS’ NEW DIRECTION IS 
NOT NEW 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. After months of cam-
paigning against ‘‘Stay the Course,’’ 
the Democrats are proposing just that, 
a stay-the-course resolution here on 
the House floor. Their Iraq resolution 
does not have the force of law, and in 
fact, this nonbinding resolution is sim-
ply a mealy-mouth attempt to appease 
their Democrat leftist base. 

Democrats have held 52 hearings on 
Iraq since taking control of Congress. 
So let me get this right. The Demo-
crats have held 52 hearings so they can 
show one resolution on the House floor 
that has no bearing on the President’s 
policy, does not have the force of law, 
does not advocate the withdrawal of 
troops, and does nothing except have a 

tantrum here on the House floor. So 
please explain this new direction, 
Madam Speaker. This is not a new di-
rection, it is political posturing of the 
worst kind. 

Madam Speaker, where is your plan? 
Where is your plan for victory in Iraq? 
Where is your plan for success and na-
tional security? 

f 

WE MUST UNDERSTAND IRANIAN 
CULTURE 

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I am 
very, very concerned. President Bush 
initially wanted the authority in the 
October 16, 2002 Act of War to use force 
to restore peace and security in the re-
gion, not just Iraq. 

We rejected that. The Congress of the 
United States, Mr. Speaker, rejected 
that and said no. The exercise of the 
authority granted in the resolution, 
read the resolution, is conditioned on 
the President certifying that war in 
Iraq would not harm the war on ter-
rorism. We will make a point of that 
over the next 3 days. 

Iran has an oppressive economy. We 
must understand Iranian culture in 
order not to make the same mistakes 
we made in Iraq. Ethnically, Iranians 
are of Indo-European descent and have 
no kinship to their neighbors in the 
Middle East. Their language is Indo- 
European, with grammar and structure 
similar to classical Latin. They do not 
identify with Arabs. 

We do not understand the Middle 
East. We made that mistake once, we 
should not make that mistake again. 

f 

SILLY POLITICS AND SILLY 
RESOLUTIONS 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, if the 
troops in Baghdad were watching what 
we were doing today, they would be 
outraged; but when you are in harm’s 
way, you don’t exactly sit around and 
watch C–SPAN and silly politicians 
with silly resolutions. 

Here is what the Democrats are up 
to. Dearest troops, we support you, but 
your mission is in the tank. We don’t 
support your mission. Americans are 
dying, the situation is dire, but we are 
not going to send more reinforcements. 
You are on your own. 

But wait. The majority party still 
wants to play backseat driver. This is 
nothing but a nonbinding resolution, 
fit for the Democrat club back home, 
but when you are the U.S. Congress in 
the majority party, you have the right 
to pass laws, real laws affecting real 
people. 

If you have an alternative plan, in-
troduce it. Get out of the back seat. 
November 7th put your hands on the 
steering wheel with the President. You 
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