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In addition, Senator CORNYN sought
to include the name of former Con-
gresswoman Barbara Jordan, who also
played an integral part in the history
of the Voting Rights Act, and Dr. Hec-
tor Garcia, founder of the American GI
Forum.

Congresswoman Jordan was certainly
a remarkable civil rights and social
justice leader and I support her inclu-
sion in my legislation. In addition, Dr.
Garcia fought for half a century for
civil and education rights for Mexican
Americans.

Former President Bill Clinton, who
first met Dr. Garcia while registering
voters in the Rio Grande Valley in 1972,
called him a ‘‘national hero.” In the
coming months, I will work with Sen-
ator CORNYN to find another appro-
priate manner to honor Dr. Garcia’s
work with the American G.I. Forum.
The American G.I. Forum was estab-
lished in the wake of World War II
when Hispanic veterans returned home
and were categorically denied their G.I.
Bill of Rights benefits. Dr. Garcia was
propelled into the national spotlight
when he fought to have Army PVT
Longoria buried alongside others in the
local cemetery in his hometown of
Three Rivers, TX. Dr. Garcia called
Members of Congress and alerted the
press to this injustice.

Within 24 hours, he received a tele-
gram from then Senator Lyndon B.
Johnson that stated:

I deeply regret to learn that the prejudice
of some individuals extends even beyond this
life. I have no authority over civilian funeral
homes. Nor does the federal government.
However, I have made arrangements to have
Felix Longoria buried with full military hon-
ors in Arlington National Cemetery ... where
the honored dead of our nation’s war rest.

As our Nation moves forward toward
the next chapter of civic equality and
inclusion, starting, last year, with the
reauthorization of the Voting Rights
Act, it is fitting that we honor civil
rights leaders whose contributions and
courage helped pave the way for to-
day’s more inclusive democracy.

With the Senate’s passage of S. 188,
my attention and efforts will now focus
on the U.S. House of Representatives. I
am hopeful that they will approve this
measure so that this landmark law can
now be known as the Fannie Lou
Hamer, Rosa Parks, Coretta Scott
King, César E. Chavez, Barbara Jordan,
William C. Velasquez, and Hector P.
Garcia Voting Rights Act Reauthoriza-
tion and Amendments Act of 2006.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today
I wish to speak about the accomplish-
ments of the Kansas Air National
Guard, and specifically of the 190th Air
Refueling Wing.

I have made several statements on
the floor recently regarding my feel-
ings on these resolutions. And today,
instead of repeating my feelings on the
subject, I would like to acknowledge
some of our country’s brave men and
women.

As we all know, our Nation has been
relying heavily on our National Guard
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in the war on terror. In Kansas, it is no
different. However, these men and
women continually rise to the chal-
lenge, saving lives and defending de-
mocracy at home and abroad.

Next week, we commemorate the
50th Anniversary of the 190th Air Re-
fueling Wing in Kansas. The enormous
sacrifice and dedication of the men and
women serving in 190th brings great
credit to their unit and to the State of
Kansas.

This outstanding organization began
as the 117th Fighter-Interceptor Squad-
ron in Hutchinson, KS. The unit was
federally recognized on February 23,
1957.

Next week they will celebrate 50
years of flying aircraft—from the F-80
to the B-57 to the KC-135 tankers they
maintain today.

Since 1967, the 190th has been based
in our State capital of Topeka, KS.
They continue to be leaders in the
State and in the Air National Guard,
which is evident through their most re-
cent awards—the Spaatz trophy for
outstanding Air National Guard Flying
Wing and the Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award.

As we continue to debate the difficult
topic of our presence in Iraq, I hope my
colleagues will take a moment to rec-
ognize, with me, the outstanding con-
tributions of our Nation’s troops. Not
only has our volunteer force proven
themselves the best in the world, our
citizen soldiers have proven themselves
second to none.

I hope we will remember the personal
sacrifices of these men and women as
we debate our support for them and
their mission.

———

ARMITAGE II

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I would
like to draw my colleagues’ attention
to a report released today by a bipar-
tisan panel of Asia specialists co-
chaired by Richard L. Armitage and
Joseph Nye. The report, ‘“The U.S.-
Japan Alliance: Getting Asia Right
Through 2020, highlights major trends
in Asia and provides the panel’s com-
prehensive analysis with security and
economic policy recommendations,
with specific reference to our bilateral
relations with Japan.

Many Senators will recall that Am-
bassador Armitage and Dr. Nye issued
a report in October 2000 titled ‘‘The
United States and Japan: Advancing
Toward a Mature Partnership.”” This
landmark document, which subse-
quently became known as the
Armitage Report, aimed at strength-
ening the U.S.-Japan relationship in
the areas of politics, security, OKi-
nawa, intelligence, economics and di-
plomacy. This new report, which is al-
ready being called ‘‘Armitage II,”” con-
tinues to emphasize the importance of
the alliance but goes a step further, by
addressing the ways in which the alli-
ance can work to positively influence
future affairs in Asia.

The report, which is available on the
CSIS Web site at: http:/www.csis.org/

S2163

component/option,com—csis—pubs/
task,view /id,3729/typ, is not a political
document. It reflects the views of the
study group members only. Neverthe-
less, it represents a serious attempt to
outline a vision that would achieve a
balance of power in Asia through 2020
that favors American interests and val-
ues and promotes regional stability.

I encourage all Senators and their
staffs to examine this serious and sig-
nificant new report.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BRIGHT STAR RESTAURANT

e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to have the opportunity to rec-
ognize the 100th Anniversary of the
Bright Star Restaurant in Bessemer,
AL. Since 1907, the Bright Star has
been providing the citizens of our State
and its visitors with delicious food and
superior service. Today, this family-
owned business, led by Jimmy and
Nick Koikos, continues to build on this
tradition. While America is famous for
its chain restaurants, there remain
many of the old ones which have at-
mosphere, friendship, and good food.
They are a valuable part of our com-
munities and unite us in many ways.
The Bright Star is a classic.

Known for fresh gulf seafood, quality
steaks, and fresh vegetables, the Bright
Star is certain to satisfy every palate.
The restaurant’s Greek style special-
ties are my personal favorites. In fact,
I don’t believe the broiled snapper,
along with the Greek salad, can be
topped. Although, admittedly, the
daily meat and three-vegetable specials
certainly give them a run for their
money.

Famous faces, like legendary coach
Paul ‘“Bear’” Bryant and former Sen-
ator Howell Heflin, frequented the
Bright Star. I am certain that vir-
tually all of our congressional delega-
tion have eaten there including my col-
league, Senator SHELBY, on many occa-
sions. It is the place for good friends,
good food, and even a small taste of
politics. Today, you will still see Ala-
bama coaches and fans filing through
the dining room on their way to and
from seeing the Crimson Tide play.

Not so long ago, I brought John
Ashcroft by for dinner. This was his
first visit to Alabama after becoming
the U.S. Attorney General, and I will
never forget the wonderful reception
Jimmy and the staff gave us. I wanted
to show off the best of Birmingham, so
dinner at this fine restaurant was a no-
brainer. Jimmy gave us a mouth-wa-
tering overview of the menu, empha-
sizing as I had hoped that he would, the
renown seafood dishes. Everything
sounded delicious, however it turned
out that the Attorney General was al-
lergic to seafood and shellfish. I seem
to recall he had a steak that he en-
joyed, but he certainly missed out on
those fresh gulf delicacies.
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