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ON RECOGNIZING THE 80TH BIRTH-

DAY OF F. WILLARD VICKERY 
AND HIS IMPACT ON THE SCOUT-
ING COMMUNITY AND NORTH-
WEST FLORIDA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 16, 2007 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 80th birthday of F. 
Willard Vickery and his impact on the scouting 
community and Northwest Florida. 

Mr. Vick, as he is known, began his journey 
in scouting in 1939, obtaining the rank of 
Eagle Scout 5 years later. Ever since his 12th 
birthday in 1939, he has held the Boy Scouts 
of America in the highest regard. Because of 
this pivotal time in our nation’s history, Mr. 
Vick served as the Scoutmaster when adult 
leaders were sent off for military service. Soon 
he would follow his former Scoutmasters’ 
paths by joining the United States Navy upon 
graduating from high school, and served in the 
medical corps in Tennessee. He remained in 
Tennessee after the War’s end and attended 
college there. It was during this time that he 
became involved once again with scouting at 
a local camp, and also met Annie, his wife of 
nearly 59 years. 

After graduating college, he became a full- 
time employee of the Boy Scouts of America 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee. This was the first 
of several scouting camps that Mr. Vick would 
be instrumental in having built throughout the 
South. Throughout the next decade, his career 
led him to Georgia and then Arkansas. As his 
professional experience grew, so did his rep-
utation as a great scout leader. Mr. Vick be-
came known as a leader who put passion into 
the development of professional young men 
through the Boy Scouts. In fact, the governor 
of Arkansas at the time was so impressed that 
he specifically tasked his son with learning 
from Mr. Vick. 

In the early 1960s, Mr. Vick brought his 
family to Pensacola, Florida. Soon after, he 
was named the Executive Scout for the Gulf 
Coast Council. During his time in this position 
Mr. Vick made a very notable hire. Roy Wil-
liams, who was hired to be the Finance Direc-
tor, later went on to become the Chief Execu-
tive of the Boy Scouts of America. There is no 
doubt in my mind that the leadership and 
mentoring provided by Mr. Vick played an in-
strumental role in shaping Roy into the scout 
leader he is today. 

Roy also worked with many outside the 
scouting community, including members of 
First Baptist Church and Rotary International. 
Mr. Vick was a host for several foreign ex-
change students and also served on the Com-
munity Task Force addressing the problem of 
violence in public schools. Other educational 
work included serving as a volunteer drum-
ming teacher to elementary and middle school 
students. 

Certainly, scouting was the mainstay 
through most of his life, eventually earning him 
the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award. His 
strong faith, along with that of his wife Annie, 
helped to guide and focus men and women of 
all ages to become better people through 
helping themselves and helping others. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, it is an honor for me to rec-

ognize F. Willard Vickery on the occasion of 
his 80th birthday. His leadership through faith 
and good deeds to this day leaves an ever-
lasting impression on those who know him. 

f 

A RESOLUTION TO COMMEMORATE 
THE FISK JUBILEE SINGERS 
WITH A POSTAGE STAMP 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 16, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce a resolution to rec-
ommend that the United States Postal Service 
issue a postage stamp to commemorate the 
achievements of the Fisk University Jubilee 
Singers. I would like to thank my colleagues of 
the Congressional Black Caucus and the Ten-
nessee Delegation that have joined me to in-
troduce this important legislation. 

On January 9, 2007 Fisk University cele-
brated its 141-year anniversary. Known for its 
educational excellence and inspirational lead-
ership the heart of Fisk University is found in 
its Jubilee Singers. The perseverance of the 
renowned Jubilee Singers has anchored Fisk 
University’s success through the preservation 
of the Negro Spiritual as a musical art form 
and contributions to perpetuate the existence 
of the University. 

Sponsorship for this liberal arts institution 
began with support from the American Mis-
sionary Association, as well as a great finan-
cial contribution by Tennessee Freedmen’s 
Bureau member, General Clinton B. Fisk. His 
generosity led him to purchase 42 acres of 
land to start this school for newly freed slaves, 
ranging in ages from 6 to 67. 

On August 22, 1867, three years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation, Fisk became in-
corporated and was finally able to provide stu-
dents of color with the opportunity to obtain an 
education. When faced with financial hardship, 
it was the Jubilee Singers that overcame sig-
nificant opposition to generate life-sustaining 
revenue. 

The advancement of this choir throughout 
the racially prejudiced Nashville community 
brought great struggle and hostility. Parents 
and University staff were initially opposed to 
the choir traveling due to the threat of vio-
lence. As a result the financial sponsorship 
from the American Methodist Association de-
nied funding for the school. Against these 
odds, the director and founder, George L. 
White, persevered and scheduled the choir a 
tour in the fall of 1867. Mr. White told the 
A.M.A., ‘‘I’m depending on God, not you,’’ and 
set off with his singers and the last $40 of the 
school’s treasury. 

Madam Speaker, the Fisk Jubilee Singers 
then embarked on what became an inter-
national tour to raise funds for Fisk University. 
Their first grand appearance was for a Na-
tional Convention for Influential Ministers, in 
Ohio at Oberlin College. It was one of the first 
public performances of the secret music that 
African Americans had sung in fields and be-
hind closed doors. In this performance, Negro 
Spirituals, which had been a means of com-
munication and the celebration of spirituality 
for centuries, were first introduced to the pub-
lic sphere. 

The highlight of their international tour was 
an audience with Queen Victoria. Over-

whelmed with the choir’s performance, Her 
Royal Majesty bestowed on the Jubilee Sing-
ers a gift of $50,000. Her enthusiasm for the 
choir led to the painting of the life-size portrait 
of the original 11 Jubilee Singers. Over many 
years of performances the Jubilee Singers 
were able to raise over $100,000 to finance 
the continued existence of Fisk University. 

Madam Speaker, the accomplishments of 
the Jubilee Singers remain the reason Fisk 
University is able to educate students today. 
As a Fisk graduate, this institution of learning 
is responsible for my participation in this great 
Congress. Thus, commemorating the Jubilee 
Singers with a First Class U.S. postage stamp 
would be a tremendous honor to acknowledge 
the sacrifice and remember the services of 
these young individuals. 

It took immense determination to pursue an 
education after many years of condemnation 
and rejection. The majority of the Jubilee Sing-
ers were ex-slaves; however, this did not 
hinder their achievement. Their status did not 
dictate or hinder their dreams of success. 
They used their gift of music to portray the re-
alities and stories of their lives. 

It was the commitment and hard work of the 
Jubilee Singers that should be highly regarded 
as a selfless act. Having the perseverance to 
fight racism, to overcome the constant hard-
ship of personal financial troubles, through 
sickness, and fatigue, they continued for the 
sake of posterity. 

Madam Speaker, commemorating the Jubi-
lee Singers with a First Class postage stamp 
will acknowledge their legacy to the world. Ac-
cording to the National Science Foundation, 
Fisk alumni earned more doctoral degrees in 
the natural sciences than African-American 
graduates from any other college or university 
in the Nation. 

The original students who left Fisk Univer-
sity in October 6, 1871, never had the oppor-
tunity to finish their education. Yet instead 
they risked their lives to save Fisk University 
knowing one day their dreams would come 
true. 

Madam Speaker, for their past accomplish-
ments and continued success for the future, I 
ask Congress to commemorate these heroes 
of my alma mater with a United States post-
age stamp. The legacy of the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers should be recognized as an enduring 
triumph of American history. I ask my col-
leagues to support this legislation and ask the 
House Leadership to swiftly bring this resolu-
tion to the floor for consideration. 

f 

CELEBRATING NATIONAL DAY OF 
SERBIA AND HONORING SERBIA 
FOR 125 YEARS OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. MELISSA L. BEAN 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 16, 2007 

Ms. BEAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate National Day of Serbia, which ob-
serves the anniversary of the adoption of Ser-
bia’s first modern constitution in 1835. In addi-
tion, this year marks Serbia’s first National 
Day as an independent nation-state. 

February 15th is also Armed Forces Day in 
Serbia which commemorates the beginning of 
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the first Serbian uprising against the Ottoman 
Empire in 1804. On this day over 200 years 
ago, Serbians began the arduous effort to gain 
independence after nearly 300 years of Otto-
man rule. 

Finally, this year marks 125 years of diplo-
matic relations between the United States and 
Serbia. A strong democratic Serbia is crucial 
to the future of the former Yugoslav republics, 
the Balkans, and the rest of eastern Europe. 
Strong ties with the United States are nec-
essary as Serbia looks to encourage inter-
national investment, expand its economy and 
move forward into the future. 

Madam Speaker, please join me, Serbian- 
Americans and the citizens of Serbia in re-
membering such an important date in their his-
tory. 

f 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO MR. SIDNEY 
SHELDON 

HON. MARY BONO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 16, 2007 

Mrs. BONO. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and pay special tribute to a great 
American playwright, television visionary and 
literary artist whose stories and characters 
have entertained and impacted the lives of 
generations of Americans, Mr. Sidney Shel-
don. 

For more than 20 years Sidney Sheldon 
was a prominent and respected force in tele-
vision who created such popular programs as 
I Dream of Jeannie (1965–70), Hart to Hart 
(1979–84), and The Patty Duke Show (1965– 
70). These sitcoms helped propel the careers 
of some of our most beloved actors on stage 
and screen including Barbara Eden, Larry 
Hagman, Stephanie Powers, Robert Wagner, 
and Patty Duke. 

As a legendary writer, Sidney Sheldon won 
numerous awards that spanned three ca-
reers—a Broadway playwright, a Hollywood 
TV and movie screenwriter, and a bestselling 
novelist. 

At the age of 50, Sidney Sheldon focused 
on creating best-selling novels that included 
Master of the Game (1982), The Other Side of 
Midnight (1973) and Rage of Angels (1980). 
Although those were his most famous literary 
works, Sidney Sheldon also published a total 
of 18 novels. 

When expressing his passion for composing 
novels, Sidney Sheldon stated, ‘‘I love writing 
books. Movies are a collaborative medium, 
and everyone is second-guessing you. When 
you do a novel you’re on your own. It’s a free-
dom that doesn’t exist in any other medium.’’ 

Sidney Sheldon was a proud American Vet-
eran, who upon his return from service during 
WorId War II, focused his attention on writing 
plays for Broadway. In recognizing Sheldon’s 
unquestionable talent as a playwright, Sidney 
Sheldon won a Tony award for his work on 
the play Redhead in 1959. 

Over the decades, Sheldon accrued numer-
ous awards and recognition for his commit-
ment to television, film, and stage, including 
winning an Academy Award for Writing Origi-
nal Screenplay (1947) for The Bachelor and 
the Bobby-Soxer; and an Emmy Award for his 
work on I Dream of Jeannie, which aired on 
NBC. 

Although Sidney Sheldon was born in Chi-
cago, Illinois, he remained a life-long resident 
of the Coachella Valley. I was deeply fortunate 
to call the legendary Sidney Sheldon a friend. 

I extend my deepest sympathy to the entire 
Sheldon family for their loss; a loss we all 
share. The passionate works of Sidney Shel-
don that defined a generation will continue to 
live in the hearts of countless future genera-
tions of Americans. We celebrate his memory 
and our Nation is better for his service. 

f 

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE 
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE 
HONORABLE CHARLIE NORWOOD, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM 
THE STATE OF GEORGIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 14, 2007 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, this week our 
country lost a fine American with the death of 
Congressman CHARLIE NORWOOD. Congress-
men NORWOOD was a tireless advocate for his 
district and the State of Georgia and an icon 
in the field of health care. His dogged deter-
mination to improve life for the average family 
and improving health care in this country for 
the patient that confronted overwhelming bu-
reaucracy, increasing costs, and diminishing 
access was a hallmark of this great man’s ca-
reer of public service. 

Before I was elected to Congress and dur-
ing one trip to Washington I met with my 
Chamber of Commerce as a private physician, 
I was asked which Member of Congress I 
would most like to meet. I responded that I 
would most like to meet with CHARLIE NOR-
WOOD. To my surprise, they were able to set 
up a meeting for me with Congressman Nor-
wood. Now at the time, I was a constituent of 
Majority Leader Dick Armey who represented 
the 26th District before he retired and I suc-
ceeded him here in the House of Representa-
tives. At that time, the Majority Leader was ba-
sically playing traffic cop to one of CHARLIE’s 
many bold health care initiatives. Unfortu-
nately, when Congressman NORWOOD figured 
out I wasn’t visiting him as an emissary of 
Congressman Armey he listened to my gush-
ing praise and then quickly exited the meeting 
graciously. It was 6 years later that I would 
have the chance to meet again with Congress-
man NORWOOD, this time as a freshman mem-
ber of the U.S. House of Representatives. The 
first question he asked me then was, ‘‘are you 
with me or against me,’’ then referring to his 
long battle for the Patient’s Bill of Rights. 

Well, I’ve been with CHARLIE ever since. 
During my early tenure in office, he was a gra-
cious mentor and even more so when I joined 
him as member of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee during the 109th Congress. CHAR-
LIE’s strong defense of medical providers and 
patients, his tough stances on border security 
and national security, defined a man dedicated 
to his country. Even during his failing health, 
Congressman NORWOOD was as persistent as 
he ever was. 

My thoughts and prayers are with Gloria 
and his family. America lost a great man. I lost 
a friend and a mentor. CHARLIE, we won’t for-
get you. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO RAY LEE 
HUNT 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 16, 2007 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend the 
life of humanitarian Ray Lee Hunt in honor of 
his 2007 Linz Award. Mr. Hunt is not only 
being recognized for his humanitarian effort 
and his longtime dedication to community 
services but for his exemplary leadership in 
supporting the revitalizing of downtown Dallas 
and his strong commitment to the community’s 
health and medical care system. 

For over more than a decade, Mr. Hunt has 
provided health care to Dallas’s impoverished 
population through Dallas Medical Resources. 
As a chairman he has sought to secure Fed-
eral funding for Parkland Memorial Hospital. 
Mr. Hunt has not only improved the health 
care system in Dallas, but he has also helped 
promote the city as a medical center. 

The Linz Award that Mr. Hunt will receive on 
April 4, 2007, it’s an award that is given annu-
ally to a Dallas County resident for his civic or 
humanitarian efforts. He is the 78th recipient 
of the award created in 1924 by Simon Linz, 
one of the founders of Linz Jewelers. 

Mr. Hunt is one of those people who give so 
much to the community without asking any 
praises or interpretation. Mr. Hunt has helped 
raise millions of dollars to improve poor health 
care in Dallas County. Mr. Hunt has been 
chairman of Dallas Medical Resource since it 
was founded in the late 1980s. Mr. Hunt has 
also been a major benefactor to the Austin 
Street Shelter, the Genesis Women’s Shelter 
and UT Southwestern Medical Center. 

He has also served our government in var-
ious ways. In 2001, President George W. 
Bush appointed him to the President’s Foreign 
Intelligence Advisory Board. He has also 
served as chairman of the board of directors 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Hunt is a man who not 
only represents the spirit of Dallas but of our 
Nation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ETHICS 
REFORM ACT OF 2007 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 16, 2007 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, today 
I am introducing the Ethics Reform Act of 
2007 with Congressman GREG WALDEN. This 
legislation would abolish the Committee on 
Standards of Official Conduct and establish an 
Independent Ethics Commission. 

Recent legislation and current proposals at-
tempt to reform the ethics process; however, 
they do not address the core issue at hand, 
Congress’s ability to govern its own ethical be-
havior. Members of Congress and their per-
sonal relationships can skew the evaluation 
process and create the potential for decisions 
being made upon a personal or political basis. 
This legislation would rectify these issues by 
replacing the Committee on Standards of Offi-
cial Conduct with a panel made up of former 
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Text Box
 CORRECTION

April 22, 2007, Congressional Record
Correction To Page E394
February 17, 2007_On Page E 394 the following appeared: SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO MR. SYDNEY SHELDON

The online version should be corrected to read: NOTE to GPO: replace ALL appearances of ``Sydney'' with correct spelling of ``Sidney'' throughout whole extension please.  SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO MR. SIDNEY SHELDON

February 17, 2007_On Page E 394 the following also appeared: Under  the extension: SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO MR. SYDNEY SHELDON future generations of American's

The online version should be corrected to read: future generations of Americans
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