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Iraq issue before we left for recess—it
is going to be open for amendment. I
have said it privately to the distin-
guished Republican leader. I say it here
on the floor. The bill will be open to
amendment. We have amendments we
think will improve the bill. I know the
Republicans think they have amend-
ments that will improve the bill. I look
forward to this debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Let me just say
briefly, in response to my good friend,
the majority leader, I appreciate his
observations about how he intends to
proceed on the 9/11 legislation. We have
a number of, certainly, relevant and
important amendments to be consid-
ered in the context of that debate. As
he may have indicated before I came on
the floor, we are in the midst of a dis-
cussion about how to go forward on
that legislation and at what point we
can go forward on it. But I am opti-
mistic that we will be able to work
that out sometime in the next day or
two and get started so that our Mem-
bers will have an opportunity to lay
down their amendments and get start-
ed. We will have a good debate on a
very important issue confronting the
country.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 976. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax relief for
small businesses, and for other purposes.

———————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of February 17, 2007, the fol-
lowing reports of committees were sub-
mitted on February 22, 2007:

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 4. A bill to make the United States more
secure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission to
fight the war on terror more effectively, to
improve homeland security, and for other
purposes.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 683. A Dbill to amend section 9 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 to ensure
that operating and capital assistance is pro-
vided for certain previously assisted public
housing dwelling units; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. DORGAN:

S. 684. A bill to clarify the authority of the
Secretary of the Interior with respect to the
management of the elk population located in
the Theodore Roosevelt National Park; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and Mr.
GRAHAM):

S. 685. A bill to establish an expedited pro-
cedure for congressional consideration of
health care reform legislation; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
WARNER, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. REED,
Mr. BIDEN, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. DoDD, and Mr. SPECTER):

S. 686. A bill to amend the National Trails
System Act to designate the Washington-Ro-
chambeau Revolutionary Route National
Historical Trail; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

—————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 2
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2, a bill to amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide
for an increase in the Federal min-
imum wage.
S. 4
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 4,
a bill to make the United States more
secure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission
to fight the war on terror more effec-
tively, to improve homeland security,
and for other purposes.
S. 21
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Montana (Mr. BAU-
cUs) was added as a cosponsor of S. 21,
a bill to expand access to preventive
health care services that help reduce
unintended pregnancy, reduce abor-
tions, and improve access to women’s
health care.
S. 22
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mrs. MCCASKILL) and the Sen-
ator from New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 22, a bill
to amend title 38, United States Code,
to establish a program of educational
assistance for members of the Armed
Forces who serve in the Armed Forces
after September 11, 2001, and for other
purposes.
S. 55
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
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(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 55, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal
the individual alternative minimum
tax.
S. 57
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 57, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to deem certain
service in the organized military forces
of the Government of the Common-
wealth of the Philippines and the Phil-
ippine Scouts to have been active serv-
ice for purposes of benefits under pro-
grams administered by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs.
S. 65
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BoND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 65, a bill to modify the age-60 stand-
ard for certain pilots and for other pur-
poses.
S. 119
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 119, a bill to prohibit profiteering
and fraud relating to military action,
relief, and reconstruction efforts, and
for other purposes.
S. 133
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 133, a bill to promote the na-
tional security and stability of the
economy of the United States by reduc-
ing the dependence of the TUnited
States on oil through the use of alter-
native fuels and new technology, and
for other purposes.
S. 161
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
161, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for annual cost-
of-living adjustments to be made auto-
matically by law each year in the rates
of disability compensation for veterans
with service-connected disabilities and
the rates of dependency and indemnity
compensation for survivors of certain
service-connected disabled veterans.
8. 179
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 179, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to establish the
position of Deputy Secretary of De-
fense for Management, and for other
purposes.
S. 185
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR) were added as
cosponsors of S. 185, a bill to restore
habeas corpus for those detained by the
United States.
S. 206
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
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206, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to repeal the Govern-
ment pension offset and windfall elimi-
nation provisions.
S. 242
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 242, a bill to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
with respect to the importation of pre-
scription drugs, and for other purposes.
S. 254
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names
of the Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
THOMAS), the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) and the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were
added as cosponsors of S. 254, a bill to
award posthumously a Congressional
gold medal to Constantino Brumidi.
S. 261
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 261, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to strengthen
prohibitions against animal fighting,
and for other purposes.
S. 336
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 336, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Army to operate and
maintain as a system the Chicago San-
itary and Ship Canal dispersal barriers,
and for other purposes.
S. 340
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 340, a bill to improve agricultural
job opportunities, benefits, and secu-
rity for aliens in the United States and
for other purposes.
S. 380
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 380, a bill to reauthorize
the Secure Rural Schools and Commu-
nity Self-Determination Act of 2000,
and for other purposes.
S. 388
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. THOMAS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 388, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to provide a na-
tional standard in accordance with
which nonresidents of a State may
carry concealed firearms in the State.
S. 423
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 423, a bill to increase, effective
as of December 1, 2007, the rates of
compensation for veterans with serv-
ice-connected disabilities and the rates
of dependency and indemnity com-
pensation for the survivors of certain
disabled veterans.
S. 442
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
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setts (Mr. KENNEDY), the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. FEINGOLD), the Senator
from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the
Senator from New York (Mr. SCHUMER),
the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Mr. COLEMAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 442, a bill to provide
for loan repayment for prosecutors and
public defenders.
S. 450
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 450, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
peal the Medicare outpatient rehabili-
tation therapy caps.
S. 464
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 464, a bill to amend title XVIII
and XIX of the Social Security Act to
improve the requirements regarding
advance directives in order to ensure
that an individual’s health care deci-
sions are complied with, and for other
purposes.
S. 466
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 466, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
coverage of an end-of-life planning con-
sultation as part of an initial preven-
tive physical examination under the
Medicare program.
S. 495
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
495, a bill to prevent and mitigate iden-
tity theft, to ensure privacy, to provide
notice of security breaches, and to en-
hance criminal penalties, law enforce-
ment assistance, and other protections
against security breaches, fraudulent
access, and misuse of personally identi-
fiable information.
S. 496
At the request of Mr. VOINOVICH, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 496, a bill to reauthorize and
improve the program authorized by the
Appalachian Regional Development
Act of 1965.
S. 543
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the names of the Senator from
Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) and the
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. HAGEL)
were added as cosponsors of S. 543, a
bill to improve Medicare beneficiary
access by extending the 60 percent
compliance threshold used to deter-
mine whether a hospital or unit of a
hospital is an inpatient rehabilitation
facility under the Medicare program.
S. 561
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
561, a bill to repeal the sunset of the
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Economic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001 with respect to
the expansion of the adoption credit
and adoption assistance programs.
S. 563
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from
Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) were added
as cosponsors of S. 563, a bill to extend
the deadline by which State identifica-
tion documents shall comply with cer-
tain minimum standards and for other
purposes.
S. 573
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 573, a bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the
Public Health Service Act to improve
the prevention, diagnosis, and treat-
ment of heart disease, stroke, and
other cardiovascular diseases in
women.
S. 576
At the request of Mr. DODD, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG)
were added as cosponsors of S. 576, a
bill to provide for the effective pros-
ecution of terrorists and guarantee due
process rights.
S. 577
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 577, a bill to amend the
Commodity Exchange Act to add a pro-
vision relating to reporting and record-
keeping for positions involving energy
commodities.
S. 579
At the request of Mr. REID, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) were
added as cosponsors of S. 579, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to authorize the Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences to make grants for the
development and operation of research
centers regarding environmental fac-
tors that may be related to the eti-
ology of breast cancer.
S. 588
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 588, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to increase the
Medicare caps on graduate medical
education positions for States with a
shortage of residents.
S. 644
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from
Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI) were added as
cosponsors of S. 644, a bill to amend
title 38, United States Code, to recodify
as part of that title certain educational
assistance programs for members of
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the reserve components of the Armed
Forces, to improve such programs, and
for other purposes.
S. 664

At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. OBAMA) were added
as cosponsors of S. 664, a bill to provide
adequate funding for local govern-
ments harmed by Hurricane Katrina of
2005 or Hurricane Rita of 2005.

S. 682

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
COLLINS), the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL), the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. McCAIN), the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. SMITH), the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER), the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator
from Hawaii (Mr. INOUYE) and the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. NELSON) were
added as cosponsors of S. 682, a bill to
award a congressional gold medal to
Edward William Brooke III in recogni-
tion of his unprecedented and enduring
service to our Nation.

S. RES. 33

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
SMITH) and the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. McCAIN) were added as cosponsors
of S. Res. 33, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate that the United
States should expand its relationship
with the Republic of Georgia by com-
mencing negotiations to enter into a
free trade agreement.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLU-
TIONS—THURSDAY, FEBRUARY
15, 2007

By Mr. PRYOR:

S. 602. A bill to develop the next gen-
eration of parental control technology;
to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. PRYOR:

S. 639. A bill to establish digital and
wireless networks to advance online
higher education opportunities for mi-
nority students; to the Committee on

Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.
Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I rise

today to introduce two communica-
tions bills.

First, I am introducing the Child
Safe Viewing Act, a bill to develop the
next generation of parental control
technology. Last year, following sev-
eral hearings and forums on decency, I
concluded that the V-Chip is not an
adequate solution for parents to pre-
vent their children from viewing adult
content, especially in a world of 500
channels and video streaming.

During the 1996 Telecommunications
Act debate, President Clinton urged in-
clusion of a mandatory V-Chip device,
and in collaboration with Congress, the
FCC, and the entertainment industry,
the V-Chip was born. The V-Chip was
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an important beginning to control
child access to adult material. Over a
decade has passed since the 1996 Act,
and the world of communications has
changed. However, the issues that in-
spired the V-Chip continue to exist
today for not only television but for
the Internet and other video streaming
devices.

The Child Safe Viewing Act is a prag-
matic approach to addressing the pit-
falls of video content not intended for
kids, and it acts on current law. It sim-
ply directs the Federal Communica-
tions Commission to begin a pro-
ceeding on the requirements in Section
5561 of the V-Chip law. Section 551
states that the Commission shall take
action on alternative blocking tech-
nology as it is developed. This mandate
is clear and the time has come. We
must engage in this issue now to en-
sure that families have the tools to
keep inappropriate and sometimes dan-
gerous material out of their children’s
view.

I am also introducing ED 1.0, a bill to
advance online higher education oppor-
tunities for minorities. Last Congress,
Senator ALLEN and I introduced a bill
that would establish a digital and wire-
less network technology program for
minority-serving institutions, and it
was reported favorably by the Com-
merce Committee. Regrettably, I am
concerned that the cost of the bill will
prohibit it from moving in this Con-
gress. But the needs of this Nation’s
minorities are not standing still.

ED 1.0 would allow some of our goals
to move forward now by creating a
pilot online degree program at four mi-
nority-serving institutions. African-
American, Hispanic, and Tribal serving
colleges and universities in socially
and economically disadvantaged areas
would be eligible to participate in this
program to help define what works in
ensuring that minorities are obtaining
higher education degrees

With the high costs of networks and
limited availability of resources, the
program would provide a national ‘‘les-
sons learned’ about how to develop and
implement flexible degree programs in
fields such as health or education,
which are currently underserved in the
disadvantaged community. The goals
of ED 1.0 will make education a reality
for thousands of Americans, and I hope
this bill will have the support of my
colleagues.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 602

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Child Safe
Viewing Act of 2007"’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Video programming has a direct impact
on a child’s perception of safe and reasonable
behavior.
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(2) Children imitate actions they witness
on video programming, including language,
drug use, and sexual conduct.

(3) Studies indicate that the strong appeal
of video programming erodes the ability of
parents to develop responsible attitudes and
behavior in their children.

(4) The average American child watches 4
hours of television each day.

(5) Seventy-five percent of adults surveyed
believe that television content marketed to-
ward children should be subject to compul-
sory principles.

(6) Ninety-nine and nine-tenths percent of
all consumer complaints logged by the Fed-
eral Communications Commission in the
first quarter of 2006 regarding radio and tele-
vision broadcasting were because of obscen-
ity, indecency, and profanity.

(7) There is a compelling government in-
terest in empowering parents to limit their
children’s exposure to harmful television
content.

(8) Section 1 of the Communications Act of
1934 requires the Federal Communications
Commission to promote the safety of life and
property through the use of wire and radio
communications.

(9) In the Telecommunications Act of 1996,
Congress authorized Parental Choice in Tele-
vision Programming and the V-Chip. Con-
gress further directed action on alternative
blocking technology as new video technology
advanced.

SEC. 3. EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVE PAREN-
TAL CONTROL TECHNOLOGIES.

(a) RULEMAKING PROCEEDING REQUIRED.—
Not later than 120 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Federal Commu-
nications Commission shall initiate a pro-
ceeding to consider measures to encourage or
require the use of advanced blocking tech-
nologies that are compatible with various
communications devices or platforms.

(b) CONTENT OF PROCEEDING.—In con-
ducting the proceeding required under sub-
section (a), the Federal Communications
Commission shall consider advanced block-
ing technologies that—

(1) may be appropriate across a wide vari-
ety of distribution platforms, including
wired, wireless, and Internet platforms;

(2) may be appropriate across a wide vari-
ety of devices capable of transmitting or re-
ceiving video or audio programming, includ-
ing television sets, DVD players, VCRs, cable
set top boxes, satellite receivers, and wire-
less devices;

(3) can filter language based upon informa-
tion in closed captioning;

(4) operate independently of ratings pre-as-
signed by the creator of such video or audio
programming; and

(56) may be effective in enhancing the abil-
ity of a parent to protect his or her child
from indecent or objectionable program-
ming, as determined by such parent.

(c) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
“‘advanced blocking technologies’” means
technologies that can improve or enhance
the ability of a parent to protect his or her
child from any indecent or objectionable
video or audio programming, as determined
by such parent, that is transmitted through
the use of wire, wireless, or radio commu-
nication.

S. 639

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “ED 1.0 Act”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Education is a fundamental right for all
Americans, regardless of ethnicity, socio-
economic background, or other factors.
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