February 26, 2007

Iraq issue before we left for recess—it
is going to be open for amendment. I
have said it privately to the distin-
guished Republican leader. I say it here
on the floor. The bill will be open to
amendment. We have amendments we
think will improve the bill. I know the
Republicans think they have amend-
ments that will improve the bill. I look
forward to this debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Let me just say
briefly, in response to my good friend,
the majority leader, I appreciate his
observations about how he intends to
proceed on the 9/11 legislation. We have
a number of, certainly, relevant and
important amendments to be consid-
ered in the context of that debate. As
he may have indicated before I came on
the floor, we are in the midst of a dis-
cussion about how to go forward on
that legislation and at what point we
can go forward on it. But I am opti-
mistic that we will be able to work
that out sometime in the next day or
two and get started so that our Mem-
bers will have an opportunity to lay
down their amendments and get start-
ed. We will have a good debate on a
very important issue confronting the
country.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 976. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax relief for
small businesses, and for other purposes.

———————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of February 17, 2007, the fol-
lowing reports of committees were sub-
mitted on February 22, 2007:

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 4. A bill to make the United States more
secure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission to
fight the war on terror more effectively, to
improve homeland security, and for other
purposes.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 683. A Dbill to amend section 9 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 to ensure
that operating and capital assistance is pro-
vided for certain previously assisted public
housing dwelling units; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. DORGAN:

S. 684. A bill to clarify the authority of the
Secretary of the Interior with respect to the
management of the elk population located in
the Theodore Roosevelt National Park; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and Mr.
GRAHAM):

S. 685. A bill to establish an expedited pro-
cedure for congressional consideration of
health care reform legislation; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
WARNER, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. REED,
Mr. BIDEN, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. DoDD, and Mr. SPECTER):

S. 686. A bill to amend the National Trails
System Act to designate the Washington-Ro-
chambeau Revolutionary Route National
Historical Trail; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

—————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 2
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2, a bill to amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide
for an increase in the Federal min-
imum wage.
S. 4
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 4,
a bill to make the United States more
secure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission
to fight the war on terror more effec-
tively, to improve homeland security,
and for other purposes.
S. 21
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Montana (Mr. BAU-
cUs) was added as a cosponsor of S. 21,
a bill to expand access to preventive
health care services that help reduce
unintended pregnancy, reduce abor-
tions, and improve access to women’s
health care.
S. 22
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mrs. MCCASKILL) and the Sen-
ator from New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 22, a bill
to amend title 38, United States Code,
to establish a program of educational
assistance for members of the Armed
Forces who serve in the Armed Forces
after September 11, 2001, and for other
purposes.
S. 55
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey

S2229

(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 55, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal
the individual alternative minimum
tax.
S. 57
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 57, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to deem certain
service in the organized military forces
of the Government of the Common-
wealth of the Philippines and the Phil-
ippine Scouts to have been active serv-
ice for purposes of benefits under pro-
grams administered by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs.
S. 65
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BoND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 65, a bill to modify the age-60 stand-
ard for certain pilots and for other pur-
poses.
S. 119
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 119, a bill to prohibit profiteering
and fraud relating to military action,
relief, and reconstruction efforts, and
for other purposes.
S. 133
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 133, a bill to promote the na-
tional security and stability of the
economy of the United States by reduc-
ing the dependence of the TUnited
States on oil through the use of alter-
native fuels and new technology, and
for other purposes.
S. 161
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
161, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for annual cost-
of-living adjustments to be made auto-
matically by law each year in the rates
of disability compensation for veterans
with service-connected disabilities and
the rates of dependency and indemnity
compensation for survivors of certain
service-connected disabled veterans.
8. 179
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 179, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to establish the
position of Deputy Secretary of De-
fense for Management, and for other
purposes.
S. 185
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR) were added as
cosponsors of S. 185, a bill to restore
habeas corpus for those detained by the
United States.
S. 206
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
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