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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO DR. HUGO M.
MORALES

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, it is both
an honor and a privilege to rise in recognition
of Dr. Hugo M. Morales, an illustrious member
of the proud Dominican community here in the
United States. During this month as we reflect
on and commemorate the contributions that
Dominicans have—and continue to make—to
our great nation, we can take heart that as the
years pass and the landscape of the United
States undergoes further transformation, we
have pillars in our community like Dr. Morales,
whose accomplished medical career and self-
less ethic can serve to show others the way.

Earning his medical degree in the Domini-
can Republic at the University of Santo Do-
mingo in 1956, and later doing post graduate
work at the New York Polyclinic Medical
School and Hospital from 1961 until 1963, Dr.
Morales is a specialist in the field of Psychi-
atry. From 1957 through 1961, Dr. Morales
underwent residency training beginning at
Morrisania Hospital in the Bronx, and later at
both Harlem Valley State Hospital and Grass-
lands Hospital, where he was named Chief
Medical Resident. From 1962 until 1999, Dr.
Morales practiced medicine at several medical
facilities, spending the majority of his career
however at Bronx Mental Health Center,
where he attained the position of Medical Di-
rector.

Over the years, Dr. Morales has been li-
censed to practice medicine in four different
U.S. states, and holds numerous board cer-
tified licenses. In addition, Dr. Morales has
held a teaching appointment as Instructor of
Psychiatry at Harlem Hospital, and has been
the Attending Psychiatrist at both Grace Hos-
pital Center and Bronx Lebanon Hospital's
Fulton Division.

Belonging to more than a dozen profes-
sional medical societies, and having been ap-
pointed to an even greater number of con-
sultation assignments over the years, Dr. Mo-
rales’ extensive medical background and ex-
pertise has been called upon repeatedly by
learning institutions throughout the U.S. and
by government agencies on the city, state,
and federal level. He has grappled with issues
from repairing the foster care system to ad-
dressing post-traumatic stress disorder in the
aftermath of the September 11th attacks.

Moreover, Dr. Morales has received over a
dozen honors for his work, including the Chris-
topher Columbus Award—presented to him by
the President of the Dominican Republic in
1992—and the Ellis Island Medal of Honor,
which he received in 1996. In 2002, Dr. Mo-
rales was appointed to the Board of Trustees
of the City University of New York (CUNY) by
then Governor George Pataki—making Dr.
Morales the first and only Dominican to ever
hold this position. Through his work with

CUNY, Dr. Morales has spearheaded an initia-
tive very close to my heart—that of archiving
the migration experience of Hispanic popu-
lations to this country. His historical study fo-
cuses on the Dominican community, and doc-
uments the resilient, inventive, and dignified
manner through which Dominicans have
bridged our two great countries.

Madam Speaker, on occasions like today,
when | have the opportunity to honor such a
venerated member of the Dominican commu-
nity as Dr. Morales, | realize that words alone
are incapable of truly conveying all that this in-
dividual means—not only to Dominicans in the
United States—but also to the larger Hispanic
community, as well. That being said, this is
also a deeply touching moment for me, as |
have had the pleasure of calling Dr. Morales
a personal friend of mine for over thirty years.
Madam Speaker, the constellation of His-
panics living in this country continues to bring
light and richness to the American experience.
That constellation undoubtedly shines brighter
today because of individuals like Dr. Hugo Mo-
rales.

———

TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN
MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to commend my friend,
former Representative Michael Bilirakis, for his
dedication and service to the Congressional
Caucus on Hellenic Issues during his tenure in
Congress. Because we represented large Hel-
lenic communities, together we cofounded the
Hellenic Caucus in 1996. The caucus now in-
cludes more than 120 bipartisan Members of
Congress.

Together, Representative Bilirakis and |
sought justice for Cyprus and fought for the
protection of the Hellenic Islands. The caucus
has served to bring a renewed congressional
focus on diplomatic, military, and human rights
issues in a critical part of the world.

Representative Bilirakis represented Clear-
water, Tarpon Springs, and Newport Richie in
Florida, where he has contributed to the pres-
ervation of the Hellenic community. He is a
member and supporter of the American Hel-
lenic Educational Progressive Association,
AHEPA, which works on an international level
to promote Hellenism, education, philanthropy,
civic responsibility, and family and individual
excellence.

Representative Bilirakis was a valued Mem-
ber of Congress, and it was a privilege work-
ing with him these past several years. | will
miss his friendship, guidance and support. |
am thrilled that his son, GUS BILIRAKIS, was
elected to Congress and has taken his father’s
place as the new Republican cochair of the
caucus in the 110th Congress. | am looking
forward to working with Representative Gus

BILIRAKIS in continuing the important work of
the Hellenic Caucus.

———

REMEMBERING DOMINICAN
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today,
on this 28th of February, to join with the hun-
dreds of thousands of Dominican residents of
my congressional district and the millions of
Dominicans around the world in celebrating
the 163rd anniversary of their motherland’s
independence.

The road to freedom and independence is
not perfect. It can be just as hard, if not hard-
er, to maintain it as it was to secure it. The
Dominican people know this lesson first-hand.
Their history includes two wars of independ-
ence—first from Haiti in 1844 and then from
Spain in 1865—as well as struggles against
dictators and oppressive governments. And
while self-determination has produced a proud
nation, various problems still exist, particularly
those that stem from poverty and economic
despair.

Yet today is a day that all Dominicans are
united in celebrating, regardless of their polit-
ical affiliations. It is a day that we remember
the ideals of the Nation, thankful that there is
still hope of a better future. It is a day to honor
the sacrifices of our heroes in the only appro-
priate way—by rededicating ourselves to a
more just land for all residents, at home and
abroad.

The Dominican Republic has been, and al-
ways will be, a land rich in history and culture.
The spirit of its people has energized our com-
munity, our city and our Nation. So it gives me
great pride to congratulate Dominicans around
the world on their Independence Day. Any day
that we can take to celebrate and rededicate
ourselves to freedom and justice is not just a
good one, but a necessary one.

IN HONOR OF THE VIETNAMESE
NEW YEAR: TET, 2007—YEAR OF
THE BOAR

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the Vietnamese New
Year: Tet, 2007—Year of the Boar. To cele-
brate this joyous event, the Vietnamese Com-
munity in Greater Cleveland, Inc., will gather
at Bo Loong Chinese Restaurant to rejoice
with family and friends and enjoy Vietnamese
culture and performances.

The Tet celebration will include recognition
of volunteer leaders, Vietnamese culinary of-
ferings, dancing and entertainment by Viet-
namese youth of Cleveland. Tet is the time of
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year to pay homage to ancestors, reconnect
with friends and family, and celebrate the
hope and possibility within the rising of a new
year.

This year also marks the 32nd anniversary
of the establishment of the Vietnamese Com-
munity in Greater Cleveland, Inc.—reflecting
more than three decades of this agency’s su-
perior commitment, service and community
outreach to Americans of Vietnamese herit-
age. The Vietnamese community in Cleveland
reflects a vibrant layer within the colorful fabric
of our culturally diverse city and plays a sig-
nificant role in preserving and promoting the
ancient cultural and historical traditions that
spiral back throughout the centuries—con-
necting the old world to the new, extending
from Vietnam to America.

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please
join me in honor and recognition of Le
Nguyen, President of the Viethamese Commu-
nity in Greater Cleveland, Inc., and all mem-
bers, past and present, for their dedication
and support of Americans of Vietnamese herit-
age within our Cleveland community. As we
join in celebration of the Vietnamese New
Year, the Year of the Boar, may every Amer-
ican of Viethamese heritage hold memories of
their past forever in their hearts and find hap-
piness and peace with the dawning of each
new day.

HONORING DR. KENITA CARTER
HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Kenita Carter,
M.D., who was awarded the 2006 Congres-
sional Volunteer Recognition Award by the
Second Congressional District of Maryland’s
Veterans Advisory Group.

Dr. Carter is a compassionate and dedi-
cated physician who provides patient care for
over 1,000 veterans. She has been an inno-
vator at the Department of Veterans Affairs
Loch Raven Campus Community Based Out-
patient Center and has worked untiringly to
improve the lives of Maryland’s veterans.

Dr. Carter developed a MOVE program at
the Loch Raven Campus on the grounds of
the Baltimore Rehabilitation and Continuing
Care Facility. MOVE is a national initiative of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to address
the problem of diabetes and obesity among
the veteran population. Dr. Carter established
and chaired a planning committee that devel-
oped the program that included exercise, nutri-
tional planning and healthy lifestyle challenges
in a group setting. In the voluntary program,
the first 14 participants lost 187 pounds collec-
tively while they developed healthier lifestyles.
Dr. Carter constantly works with veterans on
ways to improve the weight loss program to
encourage maximum participation.

Even though the MOVE program is a na-
tional initiative, Dr. Carter was the first and
only physician to embrace the project through-
out the entire Department of Veterans Affairs’
Maryland Health Care System. She made the
program fun for veterans on a shoestring
budget by taking walks with the veterans,
playing shuffleboard with the veterans and
providing lectures on healthy lifestyle habits to
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keep the veterans motivated throughout the
program.

Dr. Carter managed this program in addition
to her regular patient caseload. Her passion
and excitement to see patients succeed is
matched only by her compassion for her pa-
tients. The veterans who complete this pro-
gram receive a framed certificate as recogni-
tion of their efforts to improve their own lives.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Dr. Kenita Carter. She is a re-
markable volunteer for Maryland’s veterans.
Through her onoing efforts, she has helped
hundreds of veterans receive their medical
care from the Department of Veterans Affairs.
She has gone above and beyond the call of
duty to aid those who have dedicated their
lives to serve our great country.

HONORING ROBIN SCHAEF OF
SONOMA COUNTY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, together with my colleague, Ms.
WooLSEY from California, | rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding career of Robin Schaef
of Petaluma, California. Ms. Schaef is retiring
after 21 years of service with the County of
Sonoma.

Robin began her career of service in
Sonoma County as the Executive Director of
Petaluma People Services Center where she
increased the budget from $255,000 to
$600,000 in less than five years.

She then accepted the position of Director
of the Sonoma County Multipurpose Senior
Services Program. This newly formed county
case management program served a caseload
of 200 clients.

Ms. Schaef’'s strong leadership and man-
agement skills were a determining factor in
her promotion to Director of the Sonoma
County Area Agency on Aging in 1987. When
the County reorganized eight years later, her
vision and skills made her the natural choice
to become the Department Head of the
Sonoma County Area Agency on Aging. In this
capacity she oversaw five programs with a
staff of 60: the Area Agency on Aging and its
21 member Advisory Council, In-Home Sup-
port Services, Adult Protective Services, the
Multipurpose Senior Services Program and the
Veterans Services Office.

In addition to her work for the County of
Sonoma, Ms. Schaef has served in leadership
positions in professional organizations at the
local, state and national level. These include
the California Association of Area Agencies on
Aging, the National Association of Area Agen-
cies on Aging and C4A.

Madam Speaker, Robin has dedicated her-
self to developing and delivering essential so-
cial services to the elders of our county and
persons with disabilities. She has set an ex-
ample of visionary leadership that has been
invaluable to Sonoma County. Ms. WOOLSEY
and | wish to thank her for all she has meant
to so many, and wish her much happiness
and fulfillment as she retires.
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TRIBUTE TO ROBIN SCHAEF

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, together
with my colleague, Mr. THOMPSON from Cali-
fornia, | rise today to recognize the out-
standing career of Robin Schaef of Petaluma,
California. Ms. Schaef is retiring after 21 years
of service with the County of Sonoma.

Robin began her career of service in
Sonoma County as the Executive Director of
Petaluma People Services Center where she
increased the budget from $255,000 to
$600,000 in less than five years.

She then accepted the position of Director
of the Sonoma County Multipurpose Senior
Services Program. This newly formed county
case management program served a caseload
of 200 clients.

Ms. Schaef’s strong leadership and man-
agement skills were a determining factor in
her promotion to Director of the Sonoma
County Area Agency on Aging in 1987. When
the County reorganized eight years later, her
vision and skills made her the natural choice
to become the Department Head of the
Sonoma County Area Agency on Aging. In this
capacity she oversaw five programs with a
staff of 60: the Area Agency on Aging and its
21 member Advisory Council, In-Home Sup-
port Services, Adult Protective Services, the
Multipurpose Senior Services Program and the
Veterans Services Office.

In addition to her work for the County of
Sonoma, Ms. Schaef has served in leadership
positions in professional organizations at the
local, state and national level. These include
the California Association of Area Agencies on
Aging, the National Association of Area Agen-
cies on Aging and C4A.

Madam Speaker, Robin has dedicated her-
self to developing and delivering essential so-
cial services to the elders of our county and
persons with disabilities. She has set an ex-
ample of visionary leadership that has been
invaluable to Sonoma County. Mr. THOMPSON
and | wish to thank her for all she has meant
to so many, and wish her much happiness
and fulfillment as she retires.

——————

A PIONEER PASSES; THE WORK
GOES ON

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, it is with a
good deal of sadness, and a great deal of re-
spect and admiration, that | recognize the
passing of the influential gay rights activist
Barbara Gittings.

| submit the following celebration of her life
published in The Washington Post into the
Congressional Record. | draw attention to Bar-
bara’s life and work as one of our country’s
finest civil rights advocates. Ms. Gittings ex-
hibited an amazing amount of courage, tenac-
ity, resiliency, and generosity in her fight for
equal rights spanning a remarkable 50-year
career. | am tremendously thankful for her ef-
forts on behalf of all Americans, and hope the
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occasion of her passing provides a small mo-
ment of reflection on our collective fight for
equal rights.

A gay activist long before people were even
calling themselves ‘“gay,” Barbara provided
the first face for the burgeoning gay rights
movement in the 1960s when she took an ac-
tive part in protesting federal employment dis-
crimination.

She was instrumental in having homosex-
uality removed from the American Psychiatric
Association’s list of mental disorders in 1973
and worked tirelessly within the American Li-
brary Association to make materials with
GLBT content more accessible to the reading
public.

When told she was the Rosa Parks of the
gay rights movement, this modest activist stat-
ed that any success she enjoyed was always
the result of a collaborative effort.

| think Barbara’s lifelong accomplishments
provide an important measure of how far
we’ve come in the fight for equal rights for all
Americans. To be sure, Madam Speaker, her
death also serves to remind us that there is
work yet to be done in ensuring all citizens
can live lives free of discrimination, prejudice,
fear, and the threat of violence. Sadly, today
there is one less champion to do it.

[From the Washington Post, Feb. 20, 2007]
GAY RIGHTS PIONEER BARBARA GITTINGS, 75
(By Adam Satariano)

Barbara Gittings, 75, one of the earliest ac-
tivists to push the U.S. government to pro-
vide gay men and lesbians with equal rights,
died Feb. 18 at an assisted living center in
Kennett Square, Pa. She had breast cancer.

In 1965, Ms. Gittings and several gay men
and lesbians were the first to hold dem-
onstrations outside the White House for
equal rights for homosexuals. She later
played a key role in the American Psy-
chiatric Association’s removal of homosex-
uality from its list of mental disorders in
1973.

“‘Gay people didn’t have a face until Bar-
bara started demonstrating in 1965, said
Mark Segal, publisher of Philadelphia Gay
News. “Up until that point, no gay face had
been seen in the newspaper, on television or
in the movies.”

Her involvement in the gay rights move-
ment started in the 1950s, when she helped
form the New York City chapter of the early
lesbian organization Daughters of Bilitis.

Around the same time, Ms. Gittings be-
came estranged from her family, which did
not approve of her championing of gay
rights, Segal said.

Ms. Gittings headed the American Library
Association’s Gay Task Force to attract
more attention to gay literature and urge li-
braries to provide more information on sexu-
ality and gay issues.

William Kelley, a Chicago lawyer who first
attended a national gay rights gathering
with Ms. Gittings in the 1960s, said he re-
membered her saying that when she was
young, she had to look in the encyclopedia
to find out more about her sexuality. ‘It was
her thought that libraries should be encour-
aged to offer more information to people
about sexuality,” he said.

Ms. Gittings also was an editor of the les-
bian journal the Ladder in the mid-1960s.

In Ms. Gittings’s lifetime, she saw a
change in the perception of the gay rights
movement. In the 1960s, she picketed in front
of Independence Hall in Philadelphia on the
Fourth of July. In 2005, she attended a cere-
mony at which the Pennsylvania Historical
and Museum Commission placed a historical
marker recognizing the gay rights struggle
across the street from Independence Hall.
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Ms. Gittings was born in Vienna, Austria,
where her father worked as a U.S. diplomat.
She was raised in Delaware.

Survivors include her partner of 46 years,
Kay Lahusen, and a sister.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. ANTHONY
RONALD JORDAN

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, as we cel-
ebrate the legacies of greatness of so many
African Americans throughout our country’s
history, | rise today to pay tribute to a local
hero and true people’s champion in the Bronx,
Mr. Anthony Ronald Jordan.

Born and raised in the South Bronx, the
ethic of selflessness and compassion which
guides so many of Mr. Jordan’s professional
endeavors today was instilled in him at an
early age by his mother—the late Ruby Lee
Jordan. Educated as a young man in the New
York City public school system, Mr. Jordan
continued his education at Monroe College,
and later earned an advanced degree from
Hunter College, part of the City University of
New York. Mr. Jordan currently serves as the
president and CEO of St. Benedict the Moor
Neighborhood Center, as well as the founder
and president of the Moor House Gardens
HDFC. During his tenure as president of St.
Benedict the Moor Neighborhood Center, the
organization has thrived; for example, in 2006
alone the center proudly served over 84,000
individuals, families and children. Highly re-
garded throughout New York City for offering
courteous and heartfelt support to people bat-
tling substance abuse, homelessness, and
hunger, St. Benedict the Moor Neighborhood
Center serves as a beacon of light for many
in the South Bronx.

In addition to his work at St. Benedict the
Moor Neighborhood Center, Mr. Jordan also
holds the distinction of being president of the
Congregational Council at the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of St. Peter’s in the Bronx—a
place of worship for him and his family for
more than 25 years.

Madam Speaker, what fills me with hope as
| reflect on Mr. Jordan’s service to the Bronx
to date, is the fact that his journey as a com-
munity leader is far from over. Residents of
the South Bronx, myself included, are proud of
this enormously talented individual; and we
take heart in the belief that he will be able to
continue to provide hope and work for change
in our community for years and years to come.
| am therefore pleased to recognize Mr. An-
thony Ronald Jordan.

——————

HONORING THE CHINESE NEW
YEAR

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the start of the Chinese New
Year. Approximately 40,000 Chicagoans enjoy
a Chinese heritage, and | wish to celebrate
with them the turning of year 4705, the year
of the Fire Boar.
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The year of the Fire Boar starts Sunday,
February 18. The New Year brings a time for
cleansing the home to sweep away misfortune
and welcoming in the New Year with hopes of
prosperity and good luck. | look forward to the
Chinese New Year because it reflects the end
of winter and marks the beginning of spring.
Indeed, the Spring Festival, as it also is
known, is a time to give thanks for one’s
blessings, celebrate family, resolve arguments,
and prepare the community to embark on a
new year with hope and charity. We should all
take advantage of the opportunity to explore
and share in this treasured tradition with family
and friends. Embracing this tradition honors
the richness of our diversity as Americans.
Also, it stands to reason, that as we benefit
from the year of the Fire Pig, we should all
make a pledge to donate some good fortune
to others less fortunate than ourselves.

This year will be the 24th annual Chinese
Lunar New Year celebration in Chicago’s
Chinatown, which | am proud to say, resides
in my Congressional District. | am honored to
participate in Chinese New Year celebrations,
and | wish all a Gong Hay Fat Choy.

———

RECOGNIZING SECRETARY OF
STATE CONDOLEEZZA RICE FOR
HER COMMITMENT TO LIBERIA

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the wonderful work done by
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in
hosting the Liberia Private Sector Investment
Forum, a part of a collective effort to ensure
debt relief and economic revitalization for Libe-
ria.

Now is a time for optimism in Liberia. Fol-
lowing 14 years of boorish dictatorship and
ravenous civil conflict, Liberia has the oppor-
tunity to restore democracy, economic stability
and social harmony. With the recent election
of President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, Africa’s
first female head of state, Liberia is well-posi-
tioned to step out of the shadow of a history
of violence and destruction; however, Liberia
continues to be bound to its past in the form
of severe debt accrued over the years.

It is important for us all to follow Secretary
Rice’s example and encourage our President
to forgive Liberia of its debt in full. Liberia sim-
ply cannot pay its debt to the United States in
particular; a debt incurred when civil war en-
sued following the forceful ascension to power
by Samuel Doe and Charles Taylor. A recent
United Nations development report on Liberia
found that more than 85% of the population is
unemployed; nearly 75% of the population
miserably subsist on less than $1 per day. A
third of the population is illiterate, almost 10%
suffer from HIV and AIDS and life expectancy
hovers somewhere around 50 years of age.
Liberia’s economy and infrastructure was
nearly demolished during decades of fighting
and tyranny. Those living in Liberia today still
have limited access to clean water and elec-
tricity. It will take tremendous resources to re-
build schools, roads and power grids; how-
ever, many of Liberia’s existing resources are
required to repay the enormous debt burden.

The fiscal and structural resources nec-
essary to repair a country whose economy
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and social fabric have been torn apart due to
enduring violence, war that persisted for more
than a decade, and debt incurred by mis-
guided and corrupt leaders are tremendous.
Moreover, establishing institutions and sys-
tems designed to ensure that a country will
not fall back into a cycle of indebtedness,
while simultaneously attempting to repay an
existing debt, is an extremely lofty task. In Li-
beria debt and monetary conditions are de-
based and the demands of an increasingly
global market economy continue to threaten
the fragile base upon which Liberia’s current
economy stands. More than simply being un-
able to pay back the debt owed to other coun-
tries, unsustainable debt will perpetuate Libe-
ria’s inability to achieve economic independ-
ence, social harmony, or to realize a truly
democratic state, now or in the future.

| commend Secretary Rice for her effort to
bring much needed relief to the people of Li-
beria; her participation in the Liberia Partners’
Forum as well as her continued work in the re-
gion serves as a shining example for us all.
Let us not forget the work that remains to be
done in helping to rebuild Liberia. Let us begin
by calling for complete debt forgiveness.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD E.
PINKSTON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Richard E. Pinkston for
his 25 years of federal service to this country,
and to celebrate the expertise and enthusiasm
he has brought to the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, the Cleveland Hopkins Air Traffic
Control Tower, and the National Air Traffic
Controllers Association.

Richard began his federal career as an Air
Traffic Control Specialist with the Federal
Aviation Administration in 1982, and in June
1982 he started working for the Indianapolis
Air Route Traffic Control Center in Indianap-
olis, Indiana. After a year, he transferred to
Grand Forks Air Traffic Control Tower in
Grand Forks, North Dakota, before he started
working for the Cleveland Hopkins Air Traffic
Control Tower in 1988.

Richard is a highly valued colleague due to
his multiple skills and personality. His vast
knowledge and experience in air traffic skills,
management style, leadership skills and prob-
lem resolution has made him an invaluable
asset to the Cleveland Hopkins Air Traffic
Control Tower,

Throughout his career, Richard has been an
outstanding team player. He has been elected
the union facility representative and has
served on numerous national, regional and
local committees, as well as work groups for
both the Federal Aviation Administration and
the National Air Traffic Controllers Association.
During his career he has received numerous
performance awards, letters of commendation,
and incentive awards.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honoring Richard E. Pinkston for his 25
years of federal service. His expertise and
team spirit is an inspiration to all who cross
paths with him.
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HONORING HAROLD LEE DAVIS
HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Harold Lee
Davis, who was awarded the 2006 Congres-
sional Volunteer Recognition Award by the
Second Congressional District of Maryland’s
Veterans Advisory Group.

For over 18 years, Mr. Davis has provided
a variety of activities and amenities for the vet-
erans at the Department of Veterans Affairs
Baltimore Rehabilitation and Extended Care
Center. From monthly entertainment shows to
cookouts, crab feasts and puppet shows, Mr.
Davis puts smiles on the faces of many vet-
erans each month. During the long periods of
a veteran’s stay at the center, he often brings
his grandson along to brighten their day. They
work as a team to pass out snacks, provide
some bedside entertainment and friendly
smiles to the veterans they visit. Mr. Davis
truly has the ability to communicate with vet-
eran patients in a very caring and compas-
sionate way.

Mr. Davis began his volunteer work for vet-
erans by pushing wheelchair-bound veterans
from the Fort Howard Community Based Out-
patient Clinic to the local area carnival. He
quickly learned of the veterans’ needs for a
friendly smile and someone to talk to during
their stay at a veteran’s facility. He now
spends days assisting veterans at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs downtown Baltimore
Medical Center, the Baltimore Rehabilitation
and Extended Care Center and the Perry
Point Medical Center. He often travels to the
USO International Gateway Lounge at Balti-
more-Washington International Airport, Dover
Air Force Base, the Charlotte Hall Veterans
Home and the Elsmere, Delaware VA Hos-

ital.

P Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Harold Lee Davis. He is a re-
markable volunteer for Maryland’s veterans.
Through his tireless efforts, he has helped
hundreds of veterans receive their medical
care from the Department of Veterans Affairs.
He has gone above and beyond the call of
duty to aid those who have dedicated their
lives to serve our great country.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, | ask for unani-
mous consent to revise and extend my re-
marks.

| rise today in strong support of H. Res.
198, a resolution commemorating Black His-
tory Month.

Black History Month is a time for us to ex-
plore, highlight, and create awareness about
the history of African Americans. It is an op-
portunity to celebrate their development and
growth as a community, as well as a chance
to recognize their contributions to society.
Black History Month is also a time to acknowl-
edge that the struggle for social justice and
equality for all is a battle we continue to fight.
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The Association for the Study of African
American Life and History (ASALH) founded
Black History Month. They have chosen this
year's theme to be, “From Slavery to Free-
dom.” This theme is dedicated to the struggles
of peoples of African descent to achieve free-
dom and equality in the Americas during the
age of emancipation. It is also a time to recog-
nize the achievements of countless African
Americans that influenced our Nation’s history
throughout the periods of reconstruction, the
Harlem Renaissance, the Great Depression;
the civil rights movement, and to present day.

Individuals such as Harriet Tubman, who led
the Underground Railroad, Frederick Douglas,
who launched a newspaper to advocate aboli-
tion, Hiram Revels, who became the first
Black U.S. Senator in 1870, W.E.B. Du Bois,
the NAACP forerunner, the artists and writers
of the Harlem Renaissance, Thurgood Mar-
shall, who became the first Black Supreme
Court Justice, and civil rights leader Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. are just a few African Ameri-
cans who have helped provide a path to free-
dom.

During the month of February, we should re-
member and learn from the past, while con-
tinuing to learn in the present to prepare for a
brighter future. Knowing and understanding
Black history is important not only for African
Americans, but also for our entire nation.
Black history is American history, so let us
recognize these individuals for their great con-
tributions.

| urge the rest of my colleagues to stand
with me and support H. Res. 198.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE TEACHING
GEOGRAPHY IS FUNDAMENTAL
ACT

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to introduce the Teaching Geography is
Fundamental Act, a bill to help ensure that all
young people acquire the vital global knowl-
edge they need to compete in today’s increas-
ingly-connected world. | thank my colleague,
ROGER WICKER, for his leadership and hard
work on this issue.

Madam Speaker, our nation is facing a cri-
sis in geographic knowledge. Sixty-three per-
cent of young adults cannot locate Iraq on a
map of the Middle East. Seventy-five percent
cannot find Iran. Half cannot locate New York
on a map of the United States.

These statistics are emblematic of a general
lack of knowledge about the world that is trou-
bling in a time when the United States must
compete in a global marketplace. We need
Americans to know and understand the coun-
tries and cultures that are or could become
our political and economic partners. It is unac-
ceptable that seventy-one percent of young
Americans do not know that the United States
is the world’s largest exporter of goods. It is
unacceptable that, despite the fact that it is
the world’s largest democracy, nearly half of
young adults do not know where India is lo-
cated.

We need to improve our children’s under-
standing of their world both within and beyond
our country’s borders. The Teaching Geog-
raphy is Fundamental Act will do just that. It
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would authorize federal funding to improve
student achievement, increase teacher train-
ing, encourage education research, and de-
velop effective instructional materials and
strategies for geography education. It will le-
verage and expand support for geography
education partnerships. And it will prepare
America’s students to move forward and suc-
ceed in a rapidly-changing, competitive, global
economy.

It is time to be sure that American citizens
are informed citizens of the world. | ask my
colleagues to join Congressman WICKER and
me and support the Teaching Geography is
Fundamental Act.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 116TH AIR
CONTROL SQUADRON

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Ms. HOOLEY. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to praise the courage, dedication, and selfless-
ness of the following 116th Air Control Squad-
ron volunteers.

The “Fighting Longracks” from Camp Rilea,
Warrenton, Oregon answered the call of serv-
ice and stood up, so their active duty counter-
parts could temporarily stand down for the
holidays.

From September 2006 through January
2007 the Oregon Air National Guard in asso-
ciation with citizen-airmen from Air National
Guard units from Hawaii, Ohio, Puerto Rico,
and Wisconsin provided tactical command and
control for all combat assets within Afghani-
stan.

Unfortunately, too often we stand here in
this chamber to publicly acknowledge the con-
tribution of our military and their families after
a tragedy—we honor our fallen—and often for-
get the living, our veterans.

Lieutenant Colonel Timothy Olson, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Jim Gregory, Major Paul Evans,
Major Keith Townsend, Captain Leon
McGuire, Captain Bryan Habas, Captain Vic-
toria Habas, Senior Master Sergeant Robert
Birman, Senior Master Sergeant Ralph Leh-
man, Senior Master Sergeant Leslie Wright,
Master Sergeant William Baer, Master Ser-
geant Randy Dickenson, Master Sergeant
Donald Hillgaertner, Master Sergeant Gary
Gudge, Master Sergeant Cory Jackson, Mas-
ter Sergeant Albert Luquette, Master Sergeant
Adam Melerski, Master Sergeant Troy Mitch-
ell, Master Sergeant Richard Murren, Tech-
nical Sergeant Ann Chancey, Technical Ser-
geant Edwin Corcoran, Technical Sergeant
Carl Domingo, Technical Robert Foreman,
Technical Sergeant Bryan Garret, Technical
Sergeant Matthew Gudge, Technical Sergeant
George McMahan, Staff Sergeant Michelle
Nelson, and Staff Sergeant Laurence Rose
raised their hands, willingly accepted duties in
war-torn Afghanistan, and served us with
honor.

These airmen worked with our allies in the
region to provide command and control that
sustained complex, time critical air sovereignty
missions in support of Intemational Stabiliza-
tion Assistance Force (ISAF) priorities. Their
contributions cannot be overstated, nor in truth
measured.

As a Congresswoman from Oregon, | am
proud of what these citizen-airmen accom-
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plished, and humbled by their continued will-
ingness to answer the call of a nation that is
in need far more often than anyone expected.

| ask this chamber to recognize and applaud
these airmen who like hundreds of thousands
of their peers ask for little, give everything
they can, and believe our America is worth the
sacrifice.

Thank you for standing a post that few even
know exists.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. DAVID GIBSON

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, as the na-
tion reflects and commemorates the myriad of
ways in which African Americans have shaped
the social, economic, cultural and political
landscape of our nation, | rise today in honor
of Mr. David Gibson—a distinguished human
service professional whose daily stewardship
of people’s health related needs reminds us of
the impact a single individual can have in im-
proving the lives of many.

Presently, Mr. Gibson serves as the Director
of the Highbridge Facility at Samaritan Village,
a leading substance abuse center in the
Bronx. Educated at the Hunter College School
of Social Work, Mr. Gibson graduated with
honors and was later accepted into Hunter’'s
prestigious Doctoral Program. A New York
State Licensed Clinical Social Worker and a
Credited Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Counselor, Mr. Gibson brings to Samaritan Vil-
lage more than twenty-five years of experi-
ence within the social and human services
field.

In addition to his daily work as an adminis-
trator, Mr. Gibson’s extensive involvement in
the community and civic life of both the Bronx
and New York City is reflected in his numer-
ous educational and organizational affiliations.
Mr. Gibson acts as an adjunct professor at
both the City and State University of New
York, the College of New Rochelle, and the
Metropolitan College of New York City. More-
over, he is presently affiliated with: the Health
and Human Services Committee of Commu-
nity Board 4 (Member); the Morrisania Revital-
ization Corporation (Member, Board of Direc-
tors); and the Association of Substance Abuse
Providers of New York State (Executive Board
Member, former Chair of the Cultural Diversity
Committee).

Madam Speaker, Frederick Douglass is
quoted as saying, “Man’s greatness consists
in his ability to do and the proper application
of his powers to things needed to be done.”
This statement, seemingly so self-evident,
nevertheless reminds us that those who act
righteously in support of others face the pros-
pect of one day realizing their own greatness.
Madam Speaker, for a life dedicated to honor-
ably serving people in need, | am pleased to
recognize Mr. David Gibson.
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
MENTORING MONTH

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam Speaker, as
we celebrate February as National Mentoring
Month, | am reminded of the words of Martin
Luther King, Jr.: “Occasionally in life there are
those moments of unutterable fulfillment which
cannot be completely explained by those sym-
bols called words. Their meanings can only be
articulated by the inaudible language of the
heart.”

Mentoring is one of those moments in life
that cannot be truly appreciated with words. It
is a valuable activity that gives all involved a
sense of happiness and connection that mate-
rial things cannot. By reaching into the hearts
of children, mentoring opens young people’s
eyes to a brighter future, and every young per-
son deserves that opportunity.

A mentor, of course, is often an adult who,
along with parents, gains a sense of fulfillment
when making a positive difference in the qual-
ity of life for that young person. The average
mentor spends about 8 to 10 hours a month
with his or her mentee on activities such as
reading a good book aloud, visiting museums,
or going to the playground.

| am proud of the many mentoring programs
that are already in place in the Chicagoland
area, such as Mercy Home’s Friends First
Program and Sinai Mentoring Program, which
links Mount Sinai Hospital professionals with
youth from North and South Lawndale High
Schools.

| also want to commend the Chicago Public
School system and the Board of Education for
the development of a program called Cradle to
the Classroom. This program involves mentors
who work individually with young parents and
students who are pregnant and who have chil-
dren. These youth, with the help of a mentor,
finish their high school education and grad-
uate.

When a young person is matched with a
caring, responsible individual, this relationship
often makes for a counsel, friendship, and
constructive example. For too long we have
focused on providing remedies to problems
that only address negative behavior, rather
than looking at ways to promote the positive
and healthy development of our young people.
National Mentoring Month focuses on what
children need in order to grow into healthy,
safe, and well-educated adults.

In Chicago and across the country, it is
clear that the mentoring framework is in place.
Now we just need more people to volunteer
their time to help change the life of a child.
Research shows that young people who are
mentored have a stronger attachment to
school, higher graduation rates, and de-
creased involvement with drugs, gangs, and
violence.

Mentoring is a strong investment in our chil-
dren and in the future of our country. There-
fore, Madam Speaker, | am indeed pleased to
join with my colleagues in celebrating the es-
sential role that mentoring plays in the lives of
our young people during this National Men-
toring Month.
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HONORING NEIL KOSKI

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Neil Koski, who
was awarded the 2006 Congressional Volun-
teer Recognition Award by the Second Con-
gressional District of Maryland’s Veterans Ad-
visory Group.

Mr. Koski is a dedicated volunteer at the
Department of Veterans Affairs’ Fort Howard
Community Based Outpatient Clinic. He pro-
vides morning coffee to the out patients at the
clinic five days a week. He helps complete the
mission at Fort Howard by providing a supple-
mental service to the veterans which could not
have otherwise be provided through normal
operations at the clinic.

Relying upon his experience as a veteran,
he provides companionship and camaraderie
that few can supply to the veterans attending
the clinic. Mr. Koski is a Disabled American
Veteran who, because of his experiences
overcoming his physical disability, is able to
provide unique encouragement and friendship
to the veteran patients at the Fort Howard clin-
ic. His ability to share stories and tales of his
accomplishments is legendary.

Mr. Koski is also a member of the National
Honor Guard for the Veterans of Foreign
Wars. He serves as the VAVS Representative
for the Veterans of Foreign Wars at the De-
partment of Veteran Affairs Baltimore Rehabili-
tation and Extended Care Center. Mr. Koski
ensures that members are volunteering to pro-
vide services to patients as well as making
monetary and in-kind donations to support pa-
tient needs at the Center. The pride that Mr.
Koski feels representing the Veterans of For-
eign Wars is constantly evident in his work as
a volunteer.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Mr. Neil Koski. He is a remark-
able volunteer for Maryland’s veterans.
Through his tireless efforts in 34 years and
9,000 hours of volunteering, he has helped im-
prove the lives of hundreds of veterans as
they receive their medical care from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. He has gone
above and beyond the call of duty to aid those
who have dedicated their lives to serve our
great country.

——————

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

HON. NICK J. RAHALL, II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, as Black
History Month again draws to a close, it is the
perfect time to reflect on the accomplishments
of so many black figures who were intimately
connected to the Mountain State.

To fully appreciate the breadth and depth of
the contributions of these heroes, we need
only to imagine what life in the Mountain
State—what life across America—would be
like without them.

We might not even be celebrating this spe-
cial month, for example, were it not for the ef-
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forts of Carter G. Woodson, referred to by
many as the “father of black history,” a son of
slaves who came to Huntington, West Virginia,
and worked in our coal mines until he could
afford enough money for an education. Once
firmly established in a successful academic
career which included West Virginia State Col-
lege and Howard University in Washington,
D.C., Cater used this education to bring to life
the story of black Americans missing from
many of our history books. In 1926, he gained
helped establish “Negro History Week,” and in
1976 Woodson’s week was expanded into the
Black History Month we celebrate today.

And where would America be without the
contributions of Booker T. Washington, un-
doubtedly West Virginia’s most famous African
American? Poverty stricken but free at last,
young Washington and his family made a per-
ilous journey on foot through deep forests and
across the New River Gorge, from Franklin
County, Virginia to Kanawha County, West
Virginia. Alongside his father, Booker T.
Washington went to work in the salt furnaces
at Malden when he was only nine and later in
a coal mine along Campbell’s Creek. Naturally
intelligent and starved for an education, Wash-
ington left Malden at 16 and walked the 200
miles to Hampton Institute in Virginia. Upon
graduation, he returned to Malden to teach
school for both black children and adults.

Like Carter G. Woodson, Booker T. Wash-
ington rose to national prominence. He estab-
lished the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama,
which still educates many today, and he
helped set up the National Negro Business
League. Washington wrote twelve books, the
most famous of which, Up From Slavery, re-
counted his early life in Malden, still read
widely in our schools today.

Other West Virginia sons and daughters,
too, have made lasting contributions that have
changed the landscape of our land and our in-
tellect:

J.R. Clifford, born in Grant County, fought in
the Civil War and then came back home to
fight for civil rights. A lawyer and a journalist,
he brought the first legal challenge of the
state’s segregated school system to court, and
worked with his friend W.E.B. Dubois to found
the Niagara Movement of 1905.

Christopher Harrison Payne, born a slave in
Monroe County, broke ground in black jour-
nalism, establishing three newspapers, The
West Virginia Enterprise, The Pioneer and the
Mountain Eagle. In 1896 he was elected to the
state legislature as a Republican delegate
from Fayette County, the first black to serve in
the West Virginia legislature.

Minnie Buckingham Harper of Keystone, the
first African American woman to become a
member of a legislative body in the United
States, broke ground for countless women in
1928 when she was appointed to fill the term
of her late husband.

Leon Sullivan, born in Charleston, was
brought up in a dirty alley in one of the city’s
most poverished sections, worked in a steel
mill to pay his tuition at West Virginia State
College, and rose from poverty to found the
Opportunity Industrialization Center, a job-
training organization with branches around the
world.

Helen Dobson of Raleigh County, well-
known throughout West Virginia for her beau-
tiful voice, performed at the inauguration of
two of West Virginia’s governors and served
as public school teacher for many years. Her
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spirit is still strong in southern West Virginia
and it was with Ms. Dobson in mind that |
signed on as a co-sponsor of a bill that des-
ignates the African American spiritual as a na-
tional treasure. This bill passed the House of
Representatives earlier this month.

This, of course, is just a small sampling of
so many strong African Americans who have
made a difference. Add to this list the count-
less men and women who worked long hours
for less pay to provide for a better future for
their children, the many men and women who
fought and continue to fight for our liberties in
the armed forces, the men and women who
through their compassion and quiet strength,
were role models by which we all can live.
Also add to this list the many African Ameri-
cans who continue today to work for a better
West Virginia.

We are deeply indebted to our educators,
folks like Bluefield State President Albert
Walker; Maurice Cooley, Director of African
American Programs at Marshall University;
Betty Jane Cleckley, Vice President for Mar-
shall University Multicultural Affairs; Loretta
Young, Vice President for Development at
Concord University; and Roslyn Clark-Artis,
Chief Advancement Officer at Mountain State
University. These men and women, and so
many others, like Thomas Evans, Raleigh
County educator and principal of Stratton High
School and Rev. William Law, founder of the
Beckley World Mission, whom both passed
away recently, have raised the torch that
Carter T. Woodson lit so many years ago.

Too often, the history of black Americans is
not fully taught or remembered. Let this an-
nual return of black history month spur us all
to celebrate African-American contributions to
the greatness of West Virginia and to com-
mend those carrying on this proud tradition of
service today.

———

HONORING THE HUNTINGTON
JEWISH CENTER

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 100th anniversary of the Hun-
tington Jewish Center.

In 1907, some of Long Island’s first Jewish
families arrived in the Huntington area bringing
with them a rich spirit and culture. Their desire
to set down roots and to belong to a commu-
nity has led to the creation of one of the na-
tion’s most enduring religious establishments.
These Jewish families gathered to pray, learn
and socialize in the old firehouse on Main
Street and the Huntington Jewish Center was
born.

The current building, located on Park Ave-
nue was completed in 1961. It was designed
to meet the diverse needs of the membership.
The elegantly modern building houses two
sanctuaries, a Hebrew school and nursery
school, a family life center, youth wing, social
hall, library, meeting rooms and an office.

One hundred years later it is celebrating its
centennial anniversary. The devotion and
dedication of its generations of members has
translated into 100 years of worship in the
Huntington community. The Huntington Jewish
Center is now the oldest synagogue in Suffolk
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County, in my district, yet it remains a vibrant
spiritual, cultural and social center.

HONORING THE LIFE AND POLIT-
ICAL CAREER OF BOB HOWARD

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the political career of one of
Western New York’s most colorful and most
effective political leaders—Robert “Bob” How-
ard, of the town of Orchard Park.

Bob Howard is a dear friend of many years
standing—so many years, in fact, that Bob’s
political influence with me and my family
stretches back over many years. Bob Howard
was a trusted campaign advisor to my father
in his campaigns for the Buffalo Common
Council’s South District seat in the 1960s and
1970s. Bob later provided tremendous assist-
ance in my own campaigns for that same
councilmanic seat in the 1980s and 1990s.

Bob was probably most helpful to me during
a very difficult race | had in 1998—my initial
run for the New York State Legislature. Bob
was tremendously committed to my success,
practically leading me from one end of the dis-
trict to the other, and his advice and counsel
throughout the campaign was invaluable.

Bob has many political successes to his
credit, but | suspect that the campaign that he
was most proud of was the successful cam-
paign waged by Toni Cudney for Supervisor of
the town of Orchard Park. Orchard Park, long
dominated by Republicans, was treated to
Toni’s effective and dedicated stewardship for
eight years as Supervisor, and her campaigns
were assisted greatly by Bob’s tireless efforts.

Older in age and slower of step now, Bob
Howard will be feted by family and close
friends on Sunday, March 4 at the home of
Toni and Jim Cudney, where a celebration of
Bob’s political career will take place. It is alto-
gether fitting and proper that his work be hon-
ored in such a way, as Bob’s efforts made
government work better for local taxpayers,
homeowners and businesses. Bob’s sole pur-
pose in his political life was to produce a bet-
ter, stronger and more vibrant community, and
all local residents owe him a tremendous debt
of gratitude for the tireless dedication he dem-
onstrated over the years. | thank you, Madam
Speaker, for allowing me the opportunity to
speak today to extol the virtues of Western
New York’s own Bob Howard, and to honor
his many contributions to our local community.

————

HONORING THE TUSKEGEE AIR-
MEN AND THE U.S. AIR FORCE
ACADEMY

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, |
rise not only as a Member of Congress but
also as a member of the Board of Visitors for
the United States Air Force Academy, to ac-
knowledge the contributions to freedom made
by the famous Tuskegee Airmen during World
War Il
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Each year at the Air Force Academy in Col-
orado Springs, Colorado, people gather to re-
member and honor the African-American air-
men, and their families, who sacrificed so
much as part of their service in the formation
of an all-African-American fighting unit known
as the “Tuskegee Airmen.” From across the
country and all walks of life, these young vol-
unteers were trained at the Tuskegee Army
Air Field in Alabama. They were among the
most decorated and successful fighter pilots in
American history.

My father, Mo Udall, also served in the U.S.
Army Air Corps during World War Il. He was
not engaged with the Tuskegee Airmen, but
he commanded the 75th Air Squadron, an Af-
rican-American unit. His experience with these
men led him to a lifelong and passionate com-
mitment to racial equality, and | know that if
he were alive today, he would want to join me
in keeping the flame of remembrance alive for
the brave African-American aviators and sol-
diers who fought for their country when their
country still denied them equal rights.

As people gather in Colorado Springs at the
Air Force Academy in a few days to rededi-
cate the Tuskegee Airmen Memorial and
honor the memory of men like Clarence Shiv-
ers, who was not only a member of the unit
but also the sculptor of the memorial, | believe
they should attend this ceremony with the full
support and appreciation of Congress.

Let us also use the occasion of this event
to rededicate ourselves to building a nation
that honors duty, service, and sacrifice and
works for the preservation of civil rights and
liberties for all people.

————
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF
THE TOWN OF BROADWAY,

NORTH CAROLINA

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor the centennial celebration of the
town of Broadway, North Carolina, in my con-
gressional district. Broadway was settled in
1870 and became a charter town in Lee
County in 1907.

When Broadway was settled in 1870 it was
an area of houses, a few stores, and small
businesses. Two of the first people to settle in
Broadway were Hugh Matthews and Grissom
Thomas, and their descendents still reside
there. In March 1905, the Atlantic and West-
ern Railroad system connected Broadway to
other towns and cities throughout the state of
North Carolina. In 1907 M. A. McLeod became
the first mayor of the town, followed in 1912
by A. P. Thomas, who established streets and
street lights in Broadway. The Town’s longest
serving mayor was Ralph Hunter. He was a
write-in candidate in the 1963 election and
served until 1993. While under Mayor Hunter’s
leadership, Broadway began using a modern
water system as well as a sewage plant that
was completed in 1986. Mayor Hunter was a
dedicated public servant who worked hard for
the town of Broadway and its residents.

After the tragedy of September 11, 2001 the
city of New York wanted to give back to the
country. Organizers planned “New York loves
America,” a tour of stage actors. It was a
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show that made stops in major U.S. cities as
well as Broadway, North Carolina. During the
performance the organizers gave a fire hat
signed by firemen from New York, former New
York mayor Rudy Guliani, and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg. It was given to the town and is on
display in the Broadway Town Hall.

Madam Speaker, the town of Broadway has
always been dear to my family since it is the
hometown of my lovely wife, Faye Etheridge.
It is fitting that we take a moment today to
honor the centennial celebration of the town of
Broadway.

TRIBUTE TO MS. DESIREE
PILGRIM-HUNTER

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, as we
give pause to commemorate the innumerable
contributions that African Americans have—
and continue to make—to our Nation, it gives
me great pleasure to rise in honor of a Bronx
activist, organizer and impassioned voice for
community empowerment, Ms. Desiree Pil-
grim-Hunter.

Born in London, England, by the age of
twenty, Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter had lived in six
countries across Europe, Africa and North
America. The roots of Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter’s ac-
tivism in the Bronx date back to 1995, when
she first attended community meetings sur-
rounding the redevelopment of the
Kingsbridge Armory in the Bronx. In the twelve
years since first taking an interest in this
project, Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter’'s passion for the
Armory has resulted in her emergence as a
local leader on the issue.

In January of 2006, Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter
began to lead Community Action Meetings in
her Fordham Hill neighborhood regarding the
redevelopment plans, and later that year she
participated in the Kingsbridge Armory Rede-
velopment Alliance’s Community Forum. Ms.
Pilgrim-Hunter was present when New York
City Deputy Mayor Daniel Doctoroff an-
nounced the formation of the Kingsbridge Ar-
mory Task Force, and not long after this an-
nouncement, Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter was invited to
serve on the Task Force as my Community
Representative.

In addition to her work around the Armory,
over the years, Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter has also
been an advocate for issues ranging from fair
labor standards to improving Bronx public
schools; she has even founded a group known
as Concerned Shareholders of Fordham Hill—
a coalition of area residents organized around
the idea of ensuring that their building man-
agement company acts in the best interest of
its tenants.

Madam Speaker, the esteemed author Alice
Walker writes, “The most common way people
give up their power is by thinking they don’t
have any.” On behalf of the many individuals
in the Bronx who look to Ms. Pilgrim-Hunter to
provide leadership, | am very proud to be able
to acknowledge and honor the power, convic-
tion, and selflessness behind Ms. Pilgrim-
Hunter's continuing efforts to advance mean-
ingful social change in the Bronx. | am there-
fore pleased to recognize Ms. Desiree Pilgrim-
Hunter.
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HONORING TOMMIE HAWKINS

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Tommie Haw-
kins, who was awarded the 200 Congressional
Volunteer Recognition Award by the Second
Congressional District of Maryland’s Veterans
Advisory Group.

Mr. Hawkins coordinates scheduling, main-
tains vehicles and manages volunteer drivers
who drive Disabled American Veterans vans,
pick up veteran patients and transport them to
the Glen Burnie Community Based Outpatient
Clinic. He continually solicits new volunteer
drivers, maintains driving records and files all
reports required by the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs.

Mr. Hawkins, despite the challenges, effec-
tively manages the maintenance and rotation
of an aging transportation fleet for veterans.
He ensures that volunteer drivers are available
on a moment’s notice for veterans’ transpor-
tation requests. In addition to driving a regular
shift himself, he never hesitates to cover un-
scheduled driving assignments. He has signifi-
cantly improved the efficiency and effective-
ness of the Disabled American Veterans’
transportation operations by automating the
driver management procedures. Upon receipt
of a veteran’s request for transportation assist-
ance, he confirms the request with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and provides the vet-
eran with a reminder phone call with pick up
confirmation.

Mr. Hawkins truly has the ability to commu-
nicate with veteran patients in a very caring
and compassionate way. It would be hard to
find an individual that contributes more than
Mr. Hawkins to guarantee the success of the
Disabled American Veterans’ transportation
program.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Tommie Hawkins. He is a re-
markable volunteer for Maryland’s veterans.
Through his tireless efforts, he has helped
hundreds of veterans receive their medical
care from the Department of Veterans Affairs.
He has gone above and beyond the call of
duty to aid those who have dedicated their
lives to serve our great country.

——

IN HONOR OF CAPTAIN TODD M.
SIEBERT

HON. JASON ALTMIRE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Captain Todd M. Siebert, a Marine
who was killed while on active duty in Irag on
February 16, 2007. As a member of the 3rd
Battalion of the 6th Marines, he was on patrol
in Al Anbar Province when his armored mili-
tary vehicle was hit with an unidentified explo-
sive device. A veteran of Afghanistan, he had
served only six weeks in Iraq and was expect-
ing his 35th birthday next month.

Captain Siebert was born and raised in
Franklin Park, Pennsylvania and graduated
from North Allegheny High School. He joined
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the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps pro-
gram while in high school and enlisted in the
Army soon after he graduated. He later joined
the Marines and received his commission from
the Marine Corps in 1999 when he graduated
from Penn State University with a degree in
criminal justice.

Captain Seibert was awarded the Purple
Heart, the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal, and numerous other mili-
tary awards for his service to our country. He
will be remembered for his bravery and dedi-
cation.

On behalf of my family, the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Pennsylvania, and the U.S.
House of Representatives, | extend our heart-
felt sympathy and eternal gratitude to Captain
Siebert’s family. Our thoughts and prayers are
with his wife, Darcy, two young children, Alicia
and Nicholas, as well as two sisters, a brother,
and his parents, Thomas and Dorothy Siebert.

—————

THE SMALL BUSINESS TAX
RELIEF ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. STEVAN PEARCE

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, today the
Democratic leadership has brought to the
House floor legislation that will effectively cre-
ate permanent tax increases on many Amer-
ican taxpayers in order to create temporary
tax relief for a few.

Though this legislation does not mention a
minimum wage increase, we all know this bill
is intended to be paired with Senate legislation
including a wage hike. While | am pleased that
the Majority has finally listened to the Repub-
licans and recognized the detrimental impact a
minimum wage increase would have on small
businesses, this legislation is nothing but an
example of the Majority’s plans to deceptively
increase taxes on Americans.

In the last Congress | voted for a balanced
minimum wage bill that increased the wage
rate from $5.15 to $7.25/hour over three years
and included important tax and regulatory pro-
tections for small businesses and their work-
ers, ensuring they are not over-burdened by
high labor costs and can stay in business.

However, | believe it is unfair to create per-
manent tax increases for the sake of tem-
porary tax relief. This is a perfect example,
and | predict many more are to come, of the
Democrats using covert tax increase maneu-
vers to adhere to their misguided PAYGO
rules.

The Majority has forced this legislation to
the House floor under the suspension of the
rules, cutting off debate time and forbidding
any amendments to the legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | can not in good conscience
support this bill because of the misleading,
permanent tax increases it places on many
Americans.
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IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL
CHRISTOPHER E. HOLZWORTH 1V,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an
honor for me to rise today to congratulate
COL Christopher E. Holzworth IV on a suc-
cessful tour as the Commanding Officer of
MATSG-21 in Pensacola, Florida. He as-
sumed command in July of 2005, and will be
relieved in August of this year.

During his tour | had the pleasure of inter-
acting with the Colonel on numerous occa-
sions. “Caveman,” as he prefers to be called,
was kind enough to invite me to lunch at his
command and educate me on the training of
our young Marines. These young men and
women are preparing for combat against our
Nation’s enemies and Caveman does not let
them forget it.

| was especially impressed with his initiative
to have the MATSG students drive Humvees
on Naval Air Station Pensacola so they could
better prepare for their follow-on assignments
in Iraq. Caveman’s performance as the senior
Marine onboard the Air Station during Presi-
dent Bush’s November 2006 visit was nothing
short of remarkable, and his work with the
White House staff and my staff resulted in a
flawless visit.

Although Caveman is not originally from
Pensacola, our residents will gladly claim him
as one of their own. He was raised in Ft. Lau-
derdale, Florida and after graduating from the
University of Virginia, he attended Marine
Corps Officer Candidate School, OCS, and
was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in
April  1983. Upon completing The Basic
School, he reported to Naval Air Training
Command, Pensacola, FL, and was des-
ignated a Naval Aviator in 1985.

He had served in numerous operational and
staff positions, including: a November 1990
deployment for “Operations Desert Shield/
Storm,” as well as counterinsurgency oper-
ations in Southwest Asia, and an August 1994
deployment for “Operations Uphold Democ-
racy/Support Democracy” in Cape Haitian,
Haiti.

Colonel Holzworth received his Master’s in
National Security and Strategic Studies in No-
vember of 2003, and from November of 2003
to June of 2005, he served as Expeditionary
Policy Branch Head, Operations Division, for
the Plans, Policies and Operations Depart-
ment of Headquarters Marine Corps.

Colonel Holzworth was selected for com-
mand of MATSG-2I in summer 2004 and was
promoted to his present rank in January 2005.

His personal decorations include the De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious
Service Medal with 2 gold stars, Air Medal
with numeral “1,” Navy/Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal with gold star, and the Navy/
Marine Corps Achievement Medal.

Caveman has served the United States Ma-
rine Corps and his country well since his com-
missioning in 1983, and he has made the
Northwest Florida community proud. Vicki and
| wish him the best of luck in his future assign-
ment. On behalf of the United States Con-
gress and the residents of Pensacola, | wish
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to thank Colonel Holzworth for his service and
lastly, “Semper Fidelis.”

IRAQ WAR RESOLUTION

SPEECH OF

HON. CHET EDWARDS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. EDWARDS. Madam Speaker, there are
two fundamental questions we face in voting
on this resolution: First, is it appropriate for
Congress to express its views on the esca-
lation of U.S. troops in Irag? And second, is
the escalation the best use of military forces in
our war on terrorism?

First let me say that it is wrong for anyone
in this debate to question the patriotism of
someone on the other side of that issue. That
tactic was tried by Senator Joseph McCarthy
in the 1950s. It was wrong then, it is wrong
now.

In our democracy, there is nothing patriotic
about questioning the patriotism of someone
with an opposing view. We all love our coun-
try; we all support our troops; and we all want
to defend America from terrorism.

On the appropriateness of this resolution
being before the House, | believe this debate
is consistent with our Founding Fathers’ deep
commitment to the constitutional checks and
balances of government. They chose to make
the President our Commander in Chief of the
Armed Forces. At the same time, they chose
not to give the President the authority to de-
clare war or to fund a war. Those solemn re-
sponsibilities were given to the Congress in
article | of the Constitution.

It is noteworthy that on the most solemn act
of government, to put citizens into harm’s way,
our Founding Fathers clearly chose to put in
place constitutional checks and balances on
the executive branch. This resolution is a
proper exercise of that constitutional principle,
especially given this war has now lasted
longer than America’s involvement in World
War Il, with no end in sight. Blind allegiance
to the executive branch is not a constitutional
principle.

The second question before us is whether
the escalation in Iraq is the best use of U.S.
military forces in our war on terrorism.

After nearly 4 years of combat, two facts are
indisputable: First, our service men and
women have served our Nation with courage
and professionalism. They and their families
have sacrificed above and beyond the call of
duty, and | salute them.

Second; there have been major mistakes
made by policymakers in Washington that
have complicated at every step the challenges
our troops have faced in Irag, dead wrong in-
telligence on weapons of mass destruction
and Irag’s involvement with September 11; re-
jecting General Shinseki’s call to send an ade-
quate amount of troops to Irag in 2003, the
disbanding of the Iragi Army, the de-
Baathification process, inadequate armor for
our troops; and the repeated assertion that the
insurgency was on its last leg, despite facts to
the contrary.

Given mistakes made in the build-up to this
war and its management, and the enormity of
this issue in terms of lives at risk and our Na-
tion’s future, it is time for Congress to give a
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voice to the clear majority of the American
people who oppose escalation in Iraq.

Since the President has already started the
escalation, | personally hope and pray that he
is right, and that more U.S. troops in Iraq will
lead to long-term stability there. However, in
good conscience, | must express my profound
concerns for this policy for several reasons.

First; | believe until the Iragi government
creates a government that is respected by
Sunnis, Shiites and Kurds, no amount of U.S.
forces can stop sectarian violence there in the
long run.

Second; | want U.S. forces fighting terror-
ists, not standing on street corners in Baghdad
as target practice for Sunnis and Shiites
locked into deep-rooted sectarian violence.

Third; | believe it is necessary to send a
blunt wake-up call to the Iraqi political leaders
that America has sacrificed our sons and
daughters and hundreds of billions of dollars
for their nation, but we will not do so forever
for an incompetent government that is rife with
corruption and sectarian bias. This is not a
test of America’s will, rather, it is a test of the
Iragi government's will to make the tough
choices to ensure its nation’s own future.

Fourth; with the increasingly serious situa-
tion in Afghanistan, where al Qaeda and the
Taliban are resurging, we will definitely need
additional U.S. troops there to prevent the kind
of chaos that is rampant in Iraq.

For these reasons, | believe this resolution
is the appropriate and right thing to do. This
resolution will send an unequivocal message
to the lIraqi political leaders that the time to
end their corruption, incompetence and sec-
tarian favoritism is now.

When that message is truly heard, then and
only then will there be real hope for stable and
lasting peace in Iraq.

| urge support of this resolution.

———

TRIBUTE TO SISTER ALICIA
FLORENCE ALLICK-GOUDIE

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, in mem-
ory of so many distinguished Black leaders in
our nation’s history who migrated to the United
States from the islands of the Caribbean, | rise
today in recognition of Sister Alicia Florence
Allick-Goudie—a selfless individual of unwav-
ering faith in the importance of community,
education and family.

Born and raised in St. Thomas of the U.S.
Virgin Islands, Sister Goudie came to New
York City as a fifteen-year-old in 1965. Attend-
ing Louis D. Brandeis High School and later
Medgar Evers College, Sister Goudie’s early
academic pursuits gave rise to a lifelong com-
mitment to fostering intellectual growth in oth-
ers—evidenced by her work as an educator in
the New York City public school system, local
Head Start Programs, and her church’s Voca-
tional Bible and Sunday Schools.

In addition to Sister Goudie’s teaching work,
she has also demonstrated an abiding dedica-
tion to civic participation. A member of both
Community Board 11 and the New York City
Police Department’s 25th Precinct since 1996,
Sister Goudie has received numerous acco-
lades and held several positions of responsi-

E423

bility—currently she is the Sergeant-of-Arms
for the 25th Police Precinct through 2008.

One constant theme throughout Sister
Goudie’s life has been her deep spiritual con-
viction. After joining the Third Moravian
Church, which later became United Moravian
Church, Sister Goudie became an active
member of the Usher Board, the Intermediate
Choir, the Liturgical Dance Group and the Mo-
ravian Community Center.

Madam Speaker, for her deeply rooted de-
votion to improving the lives of those around
her, it gives me great pleasure to recognize
Sister Alicia Florence Allick-Goudie.

RECOGNIZING ANN RICHARDS’ EX-
TRAORDINARY CONTRIBUTIONS
TO TEXAS AND AMERICAN PUB-
LIC LIFE

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is
a privilege to honor a great Texan and a great
American.

Ann Richards served not only as the Gov-
ernor of Texas, but as an exemplary role
model for young people across the United
States. She lived her life with humor, tenacity,
dedication and an indomitable spirit that will
be missed.

Time and time again, Ann Richards showed
a true commitment to that great American
ideal of equal opportunity for all. For example,
nearly half of her 3,000 appointees were fe-
male, 15 percent of her appointees were Afri-
can American, and 20 percent of her ap-
pointees were Latino. She was by every
measure a Governor for all of the people of
Texas.

During her time in office Governor Richards
also developed a Robin Hood Plan for Texas
schools, to ensure equitable financing for all
school districts in our state. The Robin Hood
Plan has substantially equalized funding for
school districts across Texas and has helped
those districts without high property values
provide good education for their students.

Governor Richards should also be recog-
nized for developing an innovative and re-
markably effective drug treatment program for
Texas prison inmates. The Texas Initiative
was launched in 1991 and quickly grew into
the most ambitious and aggressive prison-
based drug and alcohol treatment program in
the country. Under Governor Richards’ watch
only 7.2 percent of those who had undergone
at least 3 months of treatment were reincar-
cerated within 1 year of being released, com-
pared to 18.5 percent of those who received
no treatment.

Ann Richards’ legacy goes well beyond the
state of Texas. Her famous statement that
“well-behaved women rarely make history” ex-
emplifies how she has helped inspire a gen-
eration of young women to aspire to hold the
highest public offices in the land or to follow
whatever their dreams may be.

Governor Richards also became a leading
international spokesperson for women battling
osteoporosis, authoring the book I'm Not
Slowing Down: Winning My Battle with
Osteoporosis, which has been described as
inspirational and eye-opening.
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Ann Richards lived a life full of accomplish-
ments. She gave new opportunities to thou-
sands of people across Texas. She inspired a
generation of young women. She was a great
woman, and she will be deeply missed.

| commend my colleague, the Dean of the
Texas Delegation, Congressman ORTIZ for in-
troducing this resolution.

———

ON THE INTRODUCTION OF THE
REVISED “KEEP OUR PROMISE
TO AMERICA’S MILITARY RETIR-
EES ACT” AND THE NEW “KEEP-
ING FAITH WITH THE GREATEST
GENERATION MILITARY RETIR-
EES ACT”

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, today,
with my colleagues CHET EDWARDS, JEFF MiL-
LER and WALTER JONES, | am re-introducing
the Keep Our Promise to America’s Military
Retirees Act, a bill to fulfill promises made to
young men and women when they entered the
service that quality health care would be avail-
able to them when they retired after a career
in uniformed service to their country. In addi-
tion, we are introducing a new bill, the Keep-
ing Faith with the Greatest Generation Military
Retirees Act, legislation addressing a specific
obligation Congress has to military retirees
who entered the uniformed services prior to
1956 under one set of rules but retired under
a different set of rules that stripped them of
health care that had been provided routinely to
them. It was this class of military retirees for
whom a Federal Appeals Court cited the moral
obligation of Congress to address a remedy.

America’s military retirees and their families
have sacrificed much for their nation. The last
thing they need is to contend with the govern-
ment’s failure to deliver health care that was
promised and earned. For generations, military
recruits were told they would receive health
care at military facilities when they retired, and
for generations this was routinely the case.
However, beginning in 1956 laws and adminis-
trative policies gradually made this care less
available, so that ultimately many military retir-
ees had no access to health care under the
military system. Military downsizing made ac-
cess to military bases more difficult for retir-
ees, military treatment facilities were no longer
required to provide—and in some cases
stopped providing—retiree health care, and
many retirees who could not get care at mili-
tary bases could not find private doctors will-
ing to participate in the off-base plan known
as Tricare Standard.

The original version of the Keep Our Prom-
ise to America’s Military Retirees Act was in-
troduced in 1999, with two legislative goals:

To ensure that military retirees under age
65 who were ill-served by the Tricare military
health care system could have the option to
enroll in the Federal Employees Health Benefit
(FEHB) plan; and

To ensure that military retirees who qualify
for Medicare (generally those over age 65)
would retain coverage under the military sys-
tem, just as federal civilian retirees could re-
tain FEHB coverage as a second payer.

One year later Congress authorized the pro-
gram known today as Tricare for Life (TFL) in
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the FY2001 National Defense Authorization
Act. TFL was a major victory for Medicare-eli-
gible military retirees, offering Defense Depart-
ment coverage as a second payer to Medi-
care.

Unfortunately, Congress did not address the
needs of other groups of military retirees for
whom the military health care system con-
tinues to be broken. While the Tricare system
works well for many military retirees, some
younger retirees, especially those under age
65 who do not yet qualify for TFL, still do not
have access to promised—and earned—
health care. Many military facilities will not
treat military retirees on a timely basis, if at all,
and many continue to have difficulty finding
private doctors who participate in Tricare
Standard.

And even though TFL addressed the health
care needs of Medicare-eligible retirees over
age 65, there remained an outstanding broken
promise to a class of the most elderly retirees
from the World War Il and Korean War eras.
These military retirees joined the service
under one set of rules with a promise and ex-
pectation that fully paid health care would be
theirs upon retirement, but when they retired
they discovered that intervening laws forced
them to operate under a different set of rules
that took away that promised care. Many of
them were forced to expend significant life
savings on health care and they believe that
the government literally owes them. A breach-
of-contract lawsuit filed by some of these pre-
1956 retirees went all the way to a Federal
Appeals court, which ruled in 2003 against the
plaintiffs on a technicality but made it clear
that the plaintiffs had a legitimate moral claim:

Accordingly, we must affirm the district
court’s judgment and can do no more than
hope Congress will make good on the prom-
ises recruiters made in good faith to plain-
tiffs and others of the World War II and Ko-
rean War era—from 1941 to 1956, when Con-
gress enacted its first health care insurance
act for military members, excluding older re-
tirees. . . .

We cannot readily imagine more sympa-
thetic plaintiffs than the retired officers of
the World War II and Korean War era in-
volved in this case. They served their coun-
try for at least 20 years with the under-
standing that when they retired they and
their dependents would receive full free
health care for life. The promise of such
health care was made in good faith and re-
lied upon. Again, however, because no au-
thority existed to make such promises in the
first place, and because Congress has never
ratified or acquiesced to this promise, we
have no alternative but to uphold the judg-
ment against the retirees’ breach-of-contract
claim. . ..

Perhaps Congress will consider using its
legal power to address the moral claims
raised by [the plaintiffs] on their own behalf,
and indirectly for other affected retirees.

Recent versions of the Keep Our Promise to
America’s Military Retirees Act have enjoyed
strong support in Congress. Most recently it
had 260 bipartisan cosponsors in the 109th
Congress. The bill addressed the ongoing bro-
ken promises to military retirees with two main
legislative provisions:

As with the original version of the bill, the
bill in the 109th Congress offered military retir-
ees under age 65 who were ill-served by the
Tricare military health care system the option
to enroll in the Federal Employees Health
Benefit (FEHB). The FEHB provision offered a
proven and effective health care option that
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can take effect very quickly without creating a
new bureaucracy; and

Addressed Congress’ moral obligation to
make good on broken promises to the pre-
1956 retirees, who were forced to spend sig-
nificant sums for health care despite assur-
ances when they joined the service that no-
cost retirement health care would be provided,
by exempting them from paying the Medicare
Part B premiums required to enroll in Tricare
for Life.

The exemption from Part B premiums for
the pre-1956 retirees was a fair and just mat-
ter of principle. But the high costs of that pro-
vision prevented the bill from moving forward.
Many Members of Congress believed we had
addressed the health care needs of elderly
military retirees by enacting TFL in the
FY2001 defense bill, and even if the Federal
Court had rightfully noted that Congress need-
ed to further address broken promises to the
most elderly military retirees, the federal budg-
et simply could not accommodate exempting
one and one-half million military retirees,
spouses and dependents from paying Medi-
care Part B premiums.

In addition to the cost issue, there remained
another significant legislative hurdle for the
Keep Our Promise Act. Because of its impact
on the delivery of health care generally and its
direct impact on three different health care
systems—Tricare, FEHB and Medicare—the
bill was referred to four separate congres-
sional committees, which makes consideration
and passage of any legislation much more dif-
ficult.

An old axiom says that “politics is the art of
the possible.” We hope this year to prove that
axiom right, by dividing the Keep Our Promise
Act into two distinct pieces of legislation, to
improve the chances that at least one of the
bills’ legislative provisions can soon become
law.

So today we are introducing a revised Keep
Our Promise to America’s Military Retirees
Act, which has the sole purpose of offering the
FEHB options to military retirees so they have
a way to get quality health care underwritten
by the U.S. government if the military health
care system doesn’t work for them. This is a
legislative remedy that keeps the govern-
ment’s promise that military retirees will have
quality health care without creating a new bu-
reaucracy.

We are also introducing a new companion
measure, the Keeping Faith with the Greatest
Generation Military Retirees Act, which fulfills
the country’s moral obligation to the most el-
derly military retirees for whom the rules were
changed in the middle of the game and to
whom we continue to owe back debts.

While the financial cost of this bill is high,
the moral costs of not enacting it are far high-
er. It is our hope that this bill will get the hear-
ing it deserves and that Congress will ac-
knowledge its moral obligation that was made
so clear by the Federal Courts.

Madam Speaker, today we set a course that
we believe is politically viable—the art of the
possible. Our new legislation has significant
revisions that will rectify injustices and hard-
ships for America’s greatest heroes that we
have allowed to fester for far too long. This is
the year we can and must make health care
available to many military retirees for whom
the military health care system is broken. This
is the year we must Keep Our Promise to
America’s Military Retirees.
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HONORING MR. HAROLD Y. PYON

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. Harold Y. Pyon upon
receiving the honorable Suk Ryu Award from
the Republic of Korea.

The Honorable Suk Ryu Award is presented
from the Office of the President Roh Moo-
hyun to an individual who through community
service and outreach most helps in the assimi-
lation of Korean Americans into the main-
stream population of the United States. It is
given annually to a Korean American dem-
onstrating this type of dedication to his com-
munity.

Mr. Pyon has a long and distinguished ca-
reer of service to his community, the Repub-
lican Party, and the United States. Mr. Pyon
started his career as a medic and medical lab-
oratory specialist in the 15th Combat Support
Hospital in Ft. Belvoir, Virginia. After that, he
went on to receive his B.S. in chemistry from
Virginia Commonwealth University and com-
pleted his M.S. in chemical engineering from
the University of Virginia. After a stint in the
private sector as a technical services manager
and Vice President of a real estate company,
Mr. Pyon moved on to work in the public sec-
tor as a supervisory examiner in the Patent
and Trademark Office. Currently, he is de-
tailed to the U.S. Department of Commerce,
Technology Administration as a senior advisor
to the Under Secretary.

Outside of his professional role, he has a
long record of public service. Mr. Pyon has
served on the Board of Directors of the Fairfax
County Economic Recovery Commission, the
Annandale Chamber of Commerce, the Fairfax
County Park Authority Board, the Fairfax
County Small Business Commission and as a
member of the American Heart Association.
Also, he has been active in fundraising efforts
on behalf of the Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion, the American Heart Association, the
American Leukemia Association, the Korean
American Community Service Center, and the
Korean American Foundation.

Additionally, Mr. Pyon has been active in
supporting the Republican Party through his
roles as chairman of the Korean American Re-
publican Party, chairman of the Springfield dis-
trict for the Fairfax County Republican Party,
and vice chair of the Fairfax County Repub-
lican Party.

A further demonstration of his commitment
to the Korean community was shown through
his efforts encouraging the passage of H. Res.
487 and S. Res. 283 supporting the designa-
tion of a Korean American Day.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | would like to
commend and congratulate Mr. Harold Y.
Pyon for being awarded the Honorable Suk
Ryu Award in recognition of these numerous
efforts. | call upon my colleagues to join me in
the applauding Harold for his tireless work for
the Korean American community.
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IN HONOR OF RICHARD H.
LINSDAY

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor my good friend, Richard Linsday, who is
being recognized this week at the American
Heart Association’s Ventura County Gala as
its 2007 Honoree.

Richard Linsday is a retired U.S. Marine
Corps major who incorporates the Marine atti-
tude of the impossible only takes a little longer
in everything he does. He has helped the
American Heart Association with that attitude
for more than twenty years. Over the years he
has chaired many Heart Association commit-
tees in Ventura and Los Angeles Counties and
currently serves as a member of the Associa-
tion’s Ventura County Division Board of Direc-
tors.

It is appropriate that Richard is being hon-
ored by the American Heart Association at its
Ventura County Gala, which has been de-
scribed as an event dedicated to the “celebra-
tion of life,” because Richard is the epitome of
the celebration of life.

In addition to his service in the Marines,
Richard has built a successful career in the fi-
nancial services industry, including positions
as executive vice president and general man-
ager of major financial companies. He has
since opened his own firm, Planned Estate
Services, based in my congressional district.

Richard is an adjunct professor of finance at
California State University, Northridge, and sits
on the Board of Advisors to the university’s
School of Business. In addition to receiving
numerous professional awards, he has au-
thored two books.

Aside from his dedication to the American
Heart Association, Richard donates his time,
energy, and resources to many other nonprofit
organizations, including one founded by a fel-
low Marine officer, Devil Pups.

At the same time he is a loving and devoted
husband to his wife of twenty-seven years,
Laura, and their children, Heather and Bran-
don.

Madam Speaker, | know my colleagues will
join the American Heart Association and me in
honoring Richard H. Linsday for his dedication
and contributions to his community and nation
through his tireless efforts and can-do attitude.

—

HONORING DR. LINDA
CUNNINGHAM

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dr. Linda Cunningham as the
Fort Worth/Tarrant County Minority Leaders
and Citizens Council Outstanding Woman of
the Year.

In light of Women’s History Month, Dr.
Cunningham will be honored at a reception in
Fort Worth for her many accomplishments and
selfless dedication to the Health Science Cen-
ter at the University of North Texas. She will
also be presenting the Hattitude: Hats Off to
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Women 2007 keynote address, A Mile in Her
Shoes, at the Fort Worth Central Library The-
atre. As the adjunct assistant professor of pa-
thology and anatomy, her intelligence and de-
votion to the field of science and medicine has
proven her to be an outstanding professor and
mentor.

Hattitude began in 2001 as a Fort Worth
Public Library event and has grown into a city-
wide celebration every March in honor of
Women’s History Month. The mission of
Hattitude is “to celebrate Women’s History
Month with a tip of the hat to women for all
the roles they play, their accomplishments,
and their invincible spirit,” and | am very
pleased that Dr. Cunningham will be recog-
nized at this event for her community leader-
ship and service.

As a University of North Texas alumnus, it
is with great honor that | am able to congratu-
late Dr. Linda Cunningham on her exceptional
honor as Outstanding Women of the Year.
She is an inspiration and a role model to
many, and | am proud to represent her in
Congress.

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. RAFAEL A.
LANTIGUA

HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, | am hon-
ored to rise in recognition of a giant in the Do-
minican community of New York—and, | am
proud to say—a close personal friend of many
years, Dr. Rafael A. Lantigua. Both admired
for the brilliance he has demonstrated as a
medical professional, and deeply respected for
his lasting dedication to empowering minority
communities, Dr. Lantigua’s career exemplifies
the manner in which members of the Domini-
can community are strengthening the social
fabric of our Nation.

Dr. Lantigua emigrated to the U.S. in 1972,
upon graduation from the Medical School of
Santo Domingo’s Universidad Autonoma. Ar-
riving in New York, Dr. Lantigua trained in In-
ternal Medicine and Endocrinology from 1973
to 1979, first at Lincoln Hospital in the Bronx—
where he was named Chief Medical Resident
in 1976—and later, at the School of Medicine
at the University of Rochester. Returning to
New York City in 1980, Dr. Lantigua accepted
appointments as Assistant Professor of Clin-
ical Medicine at the College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Columbia University, as well as
Assistant Attending Physician at Columbia-
Presbyterian Hospital.

In 1993, Dr. Lantigua became Director of
the General Medicine Outpatient Services divi-
sion of New York Presbyterian Hospital; and in
1994, he rose to the rank of Professor of Clin-
ical Medicine at Columbia University’s College
of Physicians and Surgeons—appointments
Dr. Lantigua has retained to this day. In all,
Dr. Lantigua has held nearly three dozen aca-
demic, hospital and committee appointments
since 1975, and has been the recipient of well
over a dozen honors from medical institutions,
universities, community organizations and
elected officials both here in the United States
as well as in the Dominican Republic.

Frequently invited to speak on health topics
affecting minority communities, and able to
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claim both publication and research resumes
that are quite extensive, Dr. Lantigua has
struck a remarkable balance between his pro-
fessional and civic life—this perhaps best evi-
denced by the numerous board memberships
he has maintained over the years. Dr.
Lantigua is cofounder and board chair of
Alianza Dominicana, Inc., as well as board
chair of the Northern Manhattan Coalition for
Immigrant Rights. In addition, he has served
on the boards of such organizations as the
Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund, the Latino
Commission on AIDS, the Puerto Rican/His-
panic Institute for the Elderly, the National His-
panic Leadership Agenda, and The Dorothy
Blumberg Community Fund—just to name a
few.

Madam Speaker, | stand before you in rec-
ognition of a coalition builder in our commu-
nity; a man whom | have known and held in
high regard for over three decades. In asking
that my colleagues join me in paying tribute to
a true humanitarian in Dr. Rafael A. Lantigua,
| do so not only on behalf of myself, but also
on behalf of countless Latinos both in New
York and in the Dominican Republic—women,
men, and children whose lives Dr. Lantigua
has in some way touched—and who look
upon his career as a shining illustration of the
myriad ways that Dominicans have enriched
us all and become integral to American soci-
ety.

———

INTRODUCTION OF KIDNEY DIS-
EASE EDUCATION BENEFITS ACT

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today, | am in-
troducing the Kidney Disease Education Bene-
fits Act. As co-Chairman of the Congressional
Kidney Caucus, | am proud to join with my fel-
low Kidney Caucus co-Chairman, Congress-
man JIM MCDERMOTT (D-WA) to introduce this
important initiative.

Each year, some 80,000 people are diag-
nosed with End-Stage Renal Disease. This
stage of kidney disease occurs when the kid-
neys function at less than 10 percent and, as
a result, are no longer able to maintain life.
Patients with kidney disease require regular
kidney dialysis treatments or a transplant to
survive. Medicare pays for most renal patients
at the cost of $20 billion a year, nearly 7 per-
cent of all Medicare expenditures, despite the
fact that the kidney disease population rep-
resents just 1.1 percent of all Medicare pa-
tients.

Complications associated with kidney dis-
ease are common, but can be reduced if ap-
propriate education is provided prior to the
onset of renal failure. There are a number of
steps chronic kidney disease patients can take
to reduce renal failure and better prepare
themselves for dialysis, including making life-
style changes, learning about renal replace-
ment options, and seeking a compatible kid-
ney donor. Medicare, however, does not pro-
vide coverage for education on nutrition, treat-
ment options, venous access, or transplant co-
ordination until after the patient has experi-
enced kidney failure and is already undergoing
dialysis.

To remedy this situation, we are introducing
the Kidney Disease Education Benefits Act of
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2007 to make counseling available to patients
before they begin dialysis. This is a top Na-
tional Kidney Foundation legislative priority.
Qur bill would provide reimbursement for an
estimated $10 million per year for up to six
educational sessions for Medicare patients.
These sessions would be offered 1 year prior
to kidney failure to help prevent renal failure,
better prepare these patients for dialysis, and
save Medicare costs that can be associated
with complications resulting from renal failure.

Kidney disease cannot be reversed, but,
with appropriate education, its effects can be
slowed, improving the quality of life for renal
patients and reducing costs to taxpayers. |
would like to thank Congressman MCDERMOTT
for joining me in the fight against kidney dis-
ease. | look forward to working with him and
my other colleagues on this important initia-
tive.

——————

HONORING GEORGE BARNES

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, on Satur-
day, March 3rd, the Knox County Republican
Executive Committee will honor George
Barnes, one of its greatest leaders.

George was born on September 21, 1923,
in Sevier County, Tennessee, and graduated
from Sevier County High School.

He then graduated from the University of
Tennessee and had a distinguished career at
Robertshaw Controls Corp. for almost 40
years.

He was active in the Society for the Ad-
vancement of Management and the South
Knoxville Optimist Club. He has been a mem-
ber of Meridian Baptist Church for over 50
years.

He has been a longtime member of the
Knox County Republican Executive Committee
and was president of the South Knoxville Re-
publican Club and chairman of the 27th Pre-
cinct.

Senator Ben Atchley has credited George
Barnes as being the person who talked him
into staying in the legislature as long as he
did.

Some people get into politics only for them-
selves. George Barnes has unselfishly worked
for almost all Republican candidates and office
holders over his active career.

Working alongside him and supporting him
in every way has been his wife, Flo. They are
the proud parents of two daughters, Elizabeth,
a speech pathologist for the Oak Ridge
Schools, and Jean, a lawyer in Brentwood.

George Barnes is honest, ethical, hard-
working, patriotic, and above all else, kind. He
has touched thousands of lives in good and
positive ways.

He is a truly great American and this Nation
is a better place because of the life he has
led.
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COMMENDING THE PASSING OF
H.R. 556

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, today, the U.S.
House of Representatives unanimously
passed H.R. 556, which reforms and modern-
izes the process by which the Committee on
Foreign Investment in the United States re-
views national security issues pertaining to for-
eign acquisitions.

| commend the bipartisan House Financial
Services Committee for putting together a
strong bill that encourages and respects a
general policy of openness toward foreign in-
vestment, but also protects our national secu-
rity from new threats in a post 9-11 world.

This legislation makes clear that in review-
ing foreign government acquisitions of critical
U.S. energy infrastructure, such as pipelines
and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facilities, the
United States will not turn a blind eye to for-
eign governments that use energy assets as a
political, economic or foreign policy weapon.
As the Committee’s report states, we expect
. . that acquisitions of U.S. energy compa-
nies or assets by foreign governments or com-
panies controlled by foreign governments—in-
cluding any instance in which such foreign
government has used energy assets to inter-
fere with or influence policies or economic
conditions in other countries in ways that
threaten the national security of those coun-
tries—will be reviewed closely for their na-
tional security impact. If such acquisitions
raise legitimate concerns about threats to U.S.
national security, appropriate protections as
set forth in the statute should be instituted in-
cluding potentially the prohibition of the trans-
action.”

Unfortunately, recent actions on the part of
the government of Russia demonstrate why
such protections are needed. One need only
ask officials in the Ukraine, Lithuania, Belarus,
Georgia and many countries throughout Eu-
rope whether the Russian government—
through its state-owned oil monopoly, Rosneft,
and gas monopoly, Gazprom—uses its energy
assets to “interfere with or influence policies
or economic conditions” in their countries. If
Gazprom or Rosneft tries to acquire critical
energy infrastructure here in the United
States, the CFIUS review process should
carefully review the acquisition in order to de-
termine the impact on our own national secu-
rity, and | commend the bipartisan authors of
this legislation for demanding nothing less.

| commend the Financial Services Com-
mittee for recognizing that the reforms and
procedures detailed in H.R. 556 “stand in
stark contrast to actions taken by some for-
eign governments, where expropriations of as-
sets, often in the energy sector, have occurred
arbitrarily, without justification, and without rec-
ompense for U.S. investors.”

As many of my colleagues know, U.S. in-
vestors throughout the country lost approxi-
mately $6 billion when the Russian govern-
ment effectively re-nationalized Russia’s larg-
est privately-owned energy company, Yukos,
and expropriated its assets without compensa-
tion to its owners or shareholders.

Now, for the first time since the Russian
government’s expropriation without compensa-
tion of Yukos, and President Viadimir Putin’s

“
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ruthless strategy of using Russian energy as-
sets to apply economic and political pressure
on neighboring countries and the West—in-
cluding the disruption of oil and gas supplies—
the Congress has recognized that if the Rus-
sian Government or its subsidiary companies
seek to acquire critical U.S. energy infrastruc-
ture, Russia’s coercive energy policies and its
potential threat to the energy security of the
United States must be considered as part of
the CFIUS review process.

The National Security Foreign Investment
Reform and Strengthened Transparency Act of
2007 strikes the right balance. It strongly en-
courages foreign investment in the United
States without unnecessary and reasonable
restrictions by companies that engage in re-
sponsible commercial activities and practices.
However, H.R. 556 also makes it clear that
energy-related infrastructure is critically impor-
tant to our national security, and those compa-
nies that wish to acquire our infrastructure
must adhere to internationally recognized
standards of commercial conduct.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the vast contributions that past
and present African American leaders have
made to our country. As February and Black
History Month come to a close, it is time for
us all to reflect on the crucial role that African
Americans have played in this great nation.

As we commemorate the achievements of
African American leaders, we must remember
the efforts of their predecessors who dedi-
cated their entire lives to opening the doors for
those that followed. If it were not for the com-
mitment of civil rights leaders like Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Medgar Evers
and countless others, today’s accomplish-
ments may not have come to fruition. Their
diligence and bravery paved the way for future
African Americans and for that they deserve
our deep recognition and praise.

Standing here today, | am honored to serve
in this historic 110th Congress particularly be-
cause we have a record number of African
Americans holding leadership positions. As a
Democrat, | am proud to have Representative
JAMES CLYBURN serving as the Majority Whip
making him the highest ranking African Amer-
ican in Congressional history.

Additionally, we are privileged to have
Chairman BENNIE THOMPSON of Mississippi of
the Homeland Security Committee, Chairman
JOHN CONYERS of Michigan on the Judiciary
Committee, Chairwoman STEPHANIE TUBBS-
JONES of Ohio on the Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct and Chairman
CHARLES RANGEL from my home state of New
York on the Committee on Ways and Means.
| am grateful to be serving in this body with
such distinguished colleagues.

| hope you will all join me today on this the
last day of February in recognizing and hon-
oring the profound contributions of African
Americans to the United States of America.
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INTRODUCING THE NATIONAL UN-
DERGROUND RAILROAD NET-
WORK TO FREEDOM REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to introduce the National Under-
ground Railroad Network to Freedom Reau-
thorization Act. | would first like to thank the
numerous colleagues that have joined me in
prioritizing this legislation as original cospon-
sors, especially my colleague from Delaware,
Representative CASTLE, and the National
Parks Conservation Association for its en-
dorsement of this legislation.

Our Nation’s history is in peril when funding
for our national parks is in peril. We must
guarantee our future generations will be able
to experience the critical journey of sacrifice
and triumph that has empowered African-
Americans and shaped the history of this Na-
tion.

In pursuit of this charge, the National Park
Service has emerged as one of the largest
stewards of black history in the United States.
The National Underground Railroad Network
to Freedom was established in 1998 and has
served as a tremendous historical resource
throughout our national parks. The Network to
Freedom encompasses over 250 programs,
sites, and partners in over 27 states and the
District of Columbia. This unique network is a
phenomenal national resource in its preserva-
tion of historic buildings, routes, programs,
projects, and museums with thematic connec-
tions to the Underground Railroad. As the only
national program dedicated to the preserva-
tion, interpretation, and dissemination of Un-
derground Railroad history, this network is a
vital asset to the National Park System.

Madam Speaker, my esteemed former col-
league Congressman Louis Stokes estab-
lished the Network to Freedom with a bipar-
tisan coalition to preserve American history. In
1998, his legislation passed the house with
only two dissenting votes. With such over-
whelming support, it is only right that we honor
the congressional mandate set forth by the es-
tablishing legislation.

Honoring this legislation will require con-
certed action to overcome the funding chal-
lenges that threaten all national parks. In fact,
recent National Park Service financial projec-
tions show the Network to Freedom budget re-
ducing by 72 percent by the year 2011. This
vital asset will diminish without adequate fund-
ing for staff and operations to coordinate ef-
forts, as well as additional oversight of grants
for site development. The National Under-
ground Railroad Network to Freedom Reau-
thorization Act calls for a modest $2 million in
funding to resolve the financial burdens that
threaten the existence of the Network to Free-
dom. Importantly, this legislation also main-
tains the $500,000 in grants that have been
previously authorized for Network to Freedom
site and program development. This funding
will allow Network to Freedom staff to pursue
and fulfill their Congressional mandate “to
honor and interpret the history of the Under-
ground Railroad.”

Madam Speaker, | am confident that this bill
will protect the interpretive interests of our Na-
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tional Park System by providing the necessary
support staff and oversight for the Network to
Freedom to exist in perpetuity. As my distin-
guished former colleague Senator Carol
Mosley-Braun so eloquently observed in her
introduction of the companion establishing leg-
islation in the Senate, “This bill helps to pre-
serve the structures and artifacts of an orga-
nized resistance movement for freedom.” |
urge my colleagues to join me in preserving
the history of the Underground Railroad so
that generations to come will understand the
sacrifices endured to achieve the freedom ex-
perienced today.

———

HONORING ALABAMA’S AIR
NATIONAL GUARD

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to pay tribute to the men and women of Ala-
bama’s Air National Guard.

The men and women of Alabama’s Air Na-
tional Guard are most deserving of our com-
mendation. In the hours following the terror at-
tacks of September 11th, members of Ala-
bama’s Air National Guard mobilized to patrol
the skies above major southern U.S. cities.
For the next year, these brave men and
women vigilantly maintained a watchful pres-
ence in the skies.

Shortly after responding to that call of duty,
Alabama’s Air National Guard was again
called up to active duty in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. Alabama’s Air National
Guard has taken a leading role in Irag, with
units completing up to three tours of duty. This
high deployment level is a testament to the
bravery and professional preparedness of the
men and women of Alabama’s Air National
Guard, and confirms that Alabama’s Air Na-
tional Guard units are equipped with the nec-
essary skills to meet the United States mili-
tary’s mission requirements in Irag. This de-
ployment also marked a significant first for
Alabama’s Air National Guard and the U.S.
military; it was the first unit to ever use the
GBU-38, commonly referred to as the “Smart
Bomb,” in combat. This very effective weapon,
which minimizes collateral damage, was effec-
tively employed by Alabama’s Air National
Guard in the Battle of Fallujah.

Currently, members of Alabama’s Air Na-
tional Guard are deployed to Arizona and New
Mexico as part of increased efforts to secure
America’s southern border. The highest levels
of the U.S. military leadership have recognized
and honored the service of Alabama’s Air Na-
tional Guard. The Guard has received numer-
ous Flight Safety awards from the Air Force
Air Combat Command and the Air National
Guard for its safety record, and it has also
been recognized by Air Combat Command
and the 9th Air Force Inspector General for
excellence during Operational Readiness In-
spections and Unit Compliance Inspections
over the last two decades.

The dedication of the men and women of
Alabama’s Air National Guard, as well as the
vision and leadership of the officers in charge,
has brought honor to the Guard, their fellow
Alabamians, and fellow Americans. They and
their families have sacrificed a great deal.
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It is an honor for me to rise today and rec-
ognize the brave men and women of Amer-
ica’s armed forces, and in particular, the brave
men and women of Alabama’s Air National
Guard. May their dedication to the cause of
freedom be an example to their families,
friends, neighbors, and citizens throughout
Alabama and across the United States of
America.

——————

HONORING THE HARRY T. CLUNN
MEMORIAL POST 9220

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor the
Harry T. Clunn Memorial Post 9220 VFW in
Bensalem, Pennsylvania, as it celebrates its
60th anniversary. Throughout the entirety of
the Bensalem VFW’s history, the Post and its
members have worked tirelessly and selflessly
for the betterment of the community as a
whole.

The spirited efforts of the Post's members
reflect the memory of Lieutenant Harry T.
Clunn, who sacrificed his life for his country.
The Bensalem VFW Post embodies the civic
duty and patriotism that Lieutenant Clunn
showed during his service to this nation. Lieu-
tenant Clunn, a graduate of Bensalem High
School, enlisted and trained as a navigator
with the 409th Bombardier Squadron at Hondu
Air Base in Texas. At the height of the Second
World War, the squadron was deployed to the
China-Burma-India Theater of Operations. On
April 12, 1944, Lieutenant Clunn and his fellow
airmen were tragically killed after completing a
bombing mission.

Madam Speaker, the Bensalem VFW post
has worked hard to honor Lieutenant Clunn
and all the other men and women who have
valiantly given their lives on the battlefield to
protect the freedom we as Americans enjoy. In
the memory of Lieutenant Clunn, members of
the Post have contributed tremendous time
and energy to the Bensalem community. The
Post has supported local softball teams and
senior citizen dinners. They have organized
the “Voice of Democracy” essay contest for
high school students and the “Patriots Pen”
essay contest for middle school students.
Each year, members of the Post contribute
time and money to the Marines’ “Toys for
Tots” program, the St. Francis Home for the
Homeless, the Delaware Valley Veterans
Home and the Scotland School for Veterans’
Children.

With great pride, the Bensalem VFW Post
publicly commemorates our fallen soldiers and
all members of the military, thanking them for
their commitment and devotion to defending
our country. Each Memorial Day, members as-
sist in the placement of thousands of Amer-
ican flags and markers at grave sites. But
more generally speaking Madam Speaker, the
members of the Bensalem VFW Post exem-
plify the commitment to public service that is
at the core of our shared American values.
They serve as an inspiration to the rest of the
community, and a reminder that we are all in-
debted to the brave men and women who
gave their lives before us. Madam Speaker,
on behalf of the Bensalem community, it is my
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honor to recognize the Harry T. Clunn Memo-
rial Post 9220.

CONGRATULATING ALEXANDROS
MALLIAS, AMBASSADOR OF THE
REPUBLIC OF GREECE TO THE
UNITED STATES

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, recently Am-
bassador Alexandros Mallias, of the Republic
of Greece to the United States, was honored
by The Committee for the International Salute
to the Life and Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King. | would like to congratulate Ambassador
Mallias for receiving the Martin Luther King
Legacy Award for International Service. |
would also like to insert into the RECORD the
remarks that Ambassador Mallias made upon
receiving this award:

It is with a spirit of humility, in the sense
advocated by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
that I receive today the Martin Luther King
Legacy Award for International Service and
serve as Co-Chairman of the committee for
the International Salute to the Life and Leg-
acy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., A Man
for All Nations.

His words and his message are timeless.
They are an indelible part of the permanent
and indispensable voice of our conscience. As
long as these inequalities and disparities
exist among peoples, nations, and con-
tinents, continue to exist, I have the right to
say that there is an unfinished peace on
Earth; there is an unfinished democracy on
Earth. Ultimately, there is an unfinished
dream.

My first recollection of Dr. King’s powerful
words goes back to my teenage years, living
in a democratic and free society, Greece, in
1964, when he received the Nobel Prize for
Peace. His words, however powerful, seemed
unreal, as I could not conceive the images he
painted.

I was a sophomore at the University of
Athens, when, on April 4, 1968, the radio
broadcast that Dr. King was assassinated in
Memphis. His words came to me full circle,
and sadly, I could identify with them. My
world had changed, as my country, Greece—
the birthplace of democracy—had come
under military dictatorship.

That was part of the greatness of Dr. King.
His message transcended geographic and cul-
tural boundaries. The roar and ripple of his
words stretched across oceans and seas,
mountains and valleys, deserts and savan-
nahs, and spoke to people like myself who
had never met him.

In his Birmingham jail cell he wrote, “| sub-
mit that an individual who breaks a law that
conscience tells him is unjust and who will-
ingly accepts the penalty of imprisonment.

. is in reality expressing the highest re-
spect for law.”

Aeschylus, in Prometheus-bound, describes
the cry of Prometheus as follows: “l knew
when | transgressed nor will deny it In helping
Man, | brought my troubles on me.”

Sophocles, one of Greece’s greatest play-
wrights, put similar words in the mouth of his
reluctant heroine, Antigone, who said: “I will
not obey an unjust law, and if something hap-
pens because of it—so be it.” A few months
ago, Francoise, my wife, and |, visited Bir-
mingham. We paid our respects to the strug-
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gle for freedom and equal rights enshrined in
Birmingham'’s central square, The Civil Rights
Museum, and the churches.

The adoption of the Brunetta C. Hill Elemen-
tary School of Birmingham, Alabama, by the
Embassy of Greece, is indicative of the very
special affinites Greeks feel for what Bir-
mingham represents. Today, speaking from
this tribune, | very humbly wish to dedicate my
remarks to this school, its students, teachers,
and administration. Furthermore, very few
know that AHEPA, the largest and oldest
Greek-American association, was founded in
1922 in Atlanta, precisely to defend Greek im-
migrants from persecution and segregation.

King’s words are not only relevant today,
but an inspiration and guide for current chal-
lenges. In the ancient Greek tradition, an indi-
vidual must partake in the responsibility and
concerns of all society. So does Martin Luther
King tell us that, “An individual has not started
living until he can rise above the narrow con-
fines of his individualistic concerns to the
broader concerns of all humanity.”

Dr. King said: “As long as there is poverty
in the world, | can never be rich, even if | have
a billion dollars.” “As long as disease is ramp-
ant, and millions of people around the world
cannot expect to live more than 30 years, |
can never be totally healthy.” “I can never be
what | ought to be until you are what you
ought to be. This is the way our world is
made. No individual or nation can stand out
boasting of being independent. We are inter-
dependent.”

There is a moral obligation transcending
continents and borders to stand united and
join forces, efforts, and provide the necessary
means to make it possible for our children’s
and grandchildren’s generations to live in a
better world. We see people dying of hunger.
We see people dying of epidemic diseases.
We see people killed everyday on religious or
ethnic grounds. We see millions of innocent
children as the victims of human trafficking,
exploited in the most odious form of modem
slavery. We see millions of women becoming
victims of human trafficking.

| ask myself, where is the wealth of nations?
Where is justice? Where are the policies and
the measures to remedy the disparities?

Aggregate wealth estimates provided by the
World Bank demonstrate that the European
countries, along with the United States, and
Japan, dominate the top ten wealthiest coun-
tries/nations. The ten poorest countries at the
global level are in Sub-Saharan Africa.

In the twenty-first century, none of us can
argue that this same message is no longer ap-
plicable. Beginning his last speech, known as
“I've been to the mountaintop,” on April 3 in
Memphis, Dr. King said, “I would move on by
Greece and take my mind to Mount Olympos.
And | would see Plato, Aristotle, Socrates,
Euripides and Aristophanes assembled around
the Parthenon. And | would watch them
around the Parthenon as they discussed the
great and eternal issues of reality, but |
wouldn’t stop there.” Politics and policies will
remain irrelevant if they continue missing the
essence that is Man (anthropos). Only through
an anthropo-centric global strategy, can we
improve the plight of those in despair, and in
need. . .”

Madam Speaker, | invite my colleagues
here in the U.S. House of Representatives to
join me in honoring Alexandros Mallias, whose
words exemplify the work of Martin Luther
King, Jr.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE STU-
DENTS AND STAFF OF P.S. 234 IN
ASTORIA, NEW YORK

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | rise to recognize the students, staff,
faculty, and administrators of Public School
234 in Astoria, New York. To demonstrate
their appreciation and gratitude to all of the
members of the armed forces and the National
Guard and Reserve currently serving in harm’s
way overseas, the members of the P.S. 234
community became involved in the “Adopt A
Unit” initiative and have selflessly given their
time and resources to help support our brave
men and women serving in the United States
military in Iraq.
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With the encouragement of their Principal,
Thea C. Pallos, and their Librarian, Anna
Chelpon, the students of P.S. 234 launched a
letter-writing campaign to our troops in Iraq
under the auspices of the Adopt A Unit pro-
gram by connecting through the Internet to
www.mysoldier.com. Through this letter-writing
campaign, the students learned that many of
our men and women serving overseas not
only lack basic supplies, such as flashlights,
batteries, combat boots, warm socks and ther-
mal underwear, but also regularly go without
basic toiletries including toothpaste and tooth-
brushes, dental floss and feminine care items.

Outraged that our troops were often denied
the basic staples of civilian life, the students of
P.S. 234 decided to take action. The students
began soliciting donations from members of
the P.S. 234 community as well as local mer-
chants, and then sent the supplies they col-
lected or purchased to Iraq in boxes donated
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by the U.S. Postal Service. What began as a
small campaign has now grown into a large-
scale operation: The students are currently
sending an average of 50 boxes of supplies
each and every week to our troops. These pa-
triotic young people have done a truly out-
standing job in supporting our service mem-
bers and supplying them with some of the
basic necessities of modem life.

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of their compas-
sion and support for our brave men and
women in the United States armed forces, |
request that my distinguished colleagues join
me in paying tribute to the students and staff
at P.S. 234 in Astoria, Queens. They are great
New Yorkers and great Americans. Their love
for our country and for our fellow Americans
serving our nation abroad is an inspiration to
us all.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
March 1, 2007 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

MARCH 2

10 a.m.
Appropriations
Legislative Branch Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2008 for the Office of the Archi-

tect of the Capitol.
SD-138
MARCH 5
2:30 p.m.
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs

Oversight of Government Management, the
Federal Workforce, and the District of
Columbia Subcommittee

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Transportation Security Adminis-
tration Personnel System, focusing on
proposed legislation relating to the
personnel system.

SD-342

MARCH 6

9:30 a.m.
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
To hold hearings to examine child nutri-
tion and the school setting.
SH-216
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the care,
living conditions, and administration
of outpatients at the Walter Reed
Army Medical Center.
SD-106
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
345 CHOB
10 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
To hold oversight hearings to examine
the Corporate Average Fuel Economy
(CAFE) Program.
SR-253
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine strategies
for attracting, supporting, and retain-
ing high quality educators relating to
No Child Left Behind Reauthorization.
SD-430
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Judiciary
Terrorism, Technology and Homeland Se-
curity Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine identity
theft, focusing on innovative solutions
for an evolving problem.
SD-226

MARCH 7

9:30 a.m.
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
To hold hearings to examine investing in
our nation’s future through agricul-
tural research.
SR-328A
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine market con-
straints on large investments in ad-
vanced energy technologies and inves-
tigate ways to stimulate additional
private-sector investment in the de-
ployment of these technologies.
SD-366
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine strength-
ening American competitiveness for
the 21st Century.
SH-216
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Interstate Commerce, Trade, and Tourism
Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine policy im-
plications of pharmaceutical importa-
tion from Canada.
SR-253
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Veterans Administration adjudica-
tion process.
SR—418
10 a.m.
Appropriations
Defense Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine Department
of Defense medical programs.
SD-192
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs
Investigations Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine fees, inter-
ests rates and grace periods relating to
credit card practices, focusing on high
fees charged for late payments, over-
the-limit charges, including how those
fees are assessed, how they add to in-
terest costs, and how they contribute
to consumer debt, and an industry
practice requiring consumer payments
to be applied first to balances with the
lowest interest rates instead of to bal-
ances with the highest interest rates.
SD-342
2:30 p.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Space, Aeronautics, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine national im-
peratives for Earth Science research.
SR-253
3 p.m.
Environment and Public Works
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2008 for the Environmental
Protection Agency.
SD-406

MARCH 8

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Admiral Timothy J. Keating,
USN, for reappointment to the grade of
admiral and to be Commander, United
States Pacific Command, Lieutenant
General Victor E. Renuart, Jr., USAF,
for appointment to be general and to be
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Commander, United States Northern
Command/Commander, North Amer-
ican Aerospace Defense Command, and
Lieutenant General Robert L. Van Ant-
werp, USA, for reappointment to the
grade of lieutenant general and to be
Chief of Engineers/Commanding Gen-
eral, United States Army Corps of En-
gineers.
SH-216
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security
Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Admin-
istration’s proposal to reauthorize the
Federal Aviation Administration Part
II.
SR-253
Indian Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act Amend-
ments of 2007.
SR-485
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of
the Paralyzed Veterans of America,
Jewish War Veterans, and Blinded Vet-
erans Association.
SD-106
10 a.m.
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine follow-on
biologics.
SD-430

MARCH 14

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
Department of Veterans Affairs and
Department of Defense cooperation and
collaboration, focusing on education
and training.
SR-418
10 a.m.
Judiciary
To hold oversight hearings to examine
the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
SH-216

MARCH 27

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
Department of Veterans Affairs and
Department of Defense cooperation and
collaboration, focusing on health care

issues.
SR-418

MARCH 28

2:30 p.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Space, Aeronautics, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine
transitioning to a next generation
Human Space Flight System.
SR-253

MARCH 29

9:30 a.m.

Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of
AMVETS, Ex-POWs, Military Order of
the Purple Heart, and Fleet Reserve

Association.
SD-106
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