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year to pay homage to ancestors, reconnect
with friends and family, and celebrate the
hope and possibility within the rising of a new
year.

This year also marks the 32nd anniversary
of the establishment of the Vietnamese Com-
munity in Greater Cleveland, Inc.—reflecting
more than three decades of this agency’s su-
perior commitment, service and community
outreach to Americans of Vietnamese herit-
age. The Vietnamese community in Cleveland
reflects a vibrant layer within the colorful fabric
of our culturally diverse city and plays a sig-
nificant role in preserving and promoting the
ancient cultural and historical traditions that
spiral back throughout the centuries—con-
necting the old world to the new, extending
from Vietnam to America.

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please
join me in honor and recognition of Le
Nguyen, President of the Viethamese Commu-
nity in Greater Cleveland, Inc., and all mem-
bers, past and present, for their dedication
and support of Americans of Vietnamese herit-
age within our Cleveland community. As we
join in celebration of the Vietnamese New
Year, the Year of the Boar, may every Amer-
ican of Viethamese heritage hold memories of
their past forever in their hearts and find hap-
piness and peace with the dawning of each
new day.
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Kenita Carter,
M.D., who was awarded the 2006 Congres-
sional Volunteer Recognition Award by the
Second Congressional District of Maryland’s
Veterans Advisory Group.

Dr. Carter is a compassionate and dedi-
cated physician who provides patient care for
over 1,000 veterans. She has been an inno-
vator at the Department of Veterans Affairs
Loch Raven Campus Community Based Out-
patient Center and has worked untiringly to
improve the lives of Maryland’s veterans.

Dr. Carter developed a MOVE program at
the Loch Raven Campus on the grounds of
the Baltimore Rehabilitation and Continuing
Care Facility. MOVE is a national initiative of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to address
the problem of diabetes and obesity among
the veteran population. Dr. Carter established
and chaired a planning committee that devel-
oped the program that included exercise, nutri-
tional planning and healthy lifestyle challenges
in a group setting. In the voluntary program,
the first 14 participants lost 187 pounds collec-
tively while they developed healthier lifestyles.
Dr. Carter constantly works with veterans on
ways to improve the weight loss program to
encourage maximum participation.

Even though the MOVE program is a na-
tional initiative, Dr. Carter was the first and
only physician to embrace the project through-
out the entire Department of Veterans Affairs’
Maryland Health Care System. She made the
program fun for veterans on a shoestring
budget by taking walks with the veterans,
playing shuffleboard with the veterans and
providing lectures on healthy lifestyle habits to
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keep the veterans motivated throughout the
program.

Dr. Carter managed this program in addition
to her regular patient caseload. Her passion
and excitement to see patients succeed is
matched only by her compassion for her pa-
tients. The veterans who complete this pro-
gram receive a framed certificate as recogni-
tion of their efforts to improve their own lives.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor Dr. Kenita Carter. She is a re-
markable volunteer for Maryland’s veterans.
Through her onoing efforts, she has helped
hundreds of veterans receive their medical
care from the Department of Veterans Affairs.
She has gone above and beyond the call of
duty to aid those who have dedicated their
lives to serve our great country.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, together with my colleague, Ms.
WooLSEY from California, | rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding career of Robin Schaef
of Petaluma, California. Ms. Schaef is retiring
after 21 years of service with the County of
Sonoma.

Robin began her career of service in
Sonoma County as the Executive Director of
Petaluma People Services Center where she
increased the budget from $255,000 to
$600,000 in less than five years.

She then accepted the position of Director
of the Sonoma County Multipurpose Senior
Services Program. This newly formed county
case management program served a caseload
of 200 clients.

Ms. Schaef’'s strong leadership and man-
agement skills were a determining factor in
her promotion to Director of the Sonoma
County Area Agency on Aging in 1987. When
the County reorganized eight years later, her
vision and skills made her the natural choice
to become the Department Head of the
Sonoma County Area Agency on Aging. In this
capacity she oversaw five programs with a
staff of 60: the Area Agency on Aging and its
21 member Advisory Council, In-Home Sup-
port Services, Adult Protective Services, the
Multipurpose Senior Services Program and the
Veterans Services Office.

In addition to her work for the County of
Sonoma, Ms. Schaef has served in leadership
positions in professional organizations at the
local, state and national level. These include
the California Association of Area Agencies on
Aging, the National Association of Area Agen-
cies on Aging and C4A.

Madam Speaker, Robin has dedicated her-
self to developing and delivering essential so-
cial services to the elders of our county and
persons with disabilities. She has set an ex-
ample of visionary leadership that has been
invaluable to Sonoma County. Ms. WOOLSEY
and | wish to thank her for all she has meant
to so many, and wish her much happiness
and fulfillment as she retires.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, together
with my colleague, Mr. THOMPSON from Cali-
fornia, | rise today to recognize the out-
standing career of Robin Schaef of Petaluma,
California. Ms. Schaef is retiring after 21 years
of service with the County of Sonoma.

Robin began her career of service in
Sonoma County as the Executive Director of
Petaluma People Services Center where she
increased the budget from $255,000 to
$600,000 in less than five years.

She then accepted the position of Director
of the Sonoma County Multipurpose Senior
Services Program. This newly formed county
case management program served a caseload
of 200 clients.

Ms. Schaef’s strong leadership and man-
agement skills were a determining factor in
her promotion to Director of the Sonoma
County Area Agency on Aging in 1987. When
the County reorganized eight years later, her
vision and skills made her the natural choice
to become the Department Head of the
Sonoma County Area Agency on Aging. In this
capacity she oversaw five programs with a
staff of 60: the Area Agency on Aging and its
21 member Advisory Council, In-Home Sup-
port Services, Adult Protective Services, the
Multipurpose Senior Services Program and the
Veterans Services Office.

In addition to her work for the County of
Sonoma, Ms. Schaef has served in leadership
positions in professional organizations at the
local, state and national level. These include
the California Association of Area Agencies on
Aging, the National Association of Area Agen-
cies on Aging and C4A.

Madam Speaker, Robin has dedicated her-
self to developing and delivering essential so-
cial services to the elders of our county and
persons with disabilities. She has set an ex-
ample of visionary leadership that has been
invaluable to Sonoma County. Mr. THOMPSON
and | wish to thank her for all she has meant
to so many, and wish her much happiness
and fulfillment as she retires.
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Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, it is with a
good deal of sadness, and a great deal of re-
spect and admiration, that | recognize the
passing of the influential gay rights activist
Barbara Gittings.

| submit the following celebration of her life
published in The Washington Post into the
Congressional Record. | draw attention to Bar-
bara’s life and work as one of our country’s
finest civil rights advocates. Ms. Gittings ex-
hibited an amazing amount of courage, tenac-
ity, resiliency, and generosity in her fight for
equal rights spanning a remarkable 50-year
career. | am tremendously thankful for her ef-
forts on behalf of all Americans, and hope the
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