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how he is going to undermine the
President’s national security policy, in
just 2 months we have this terrible
damage to the stock market, to the
economy. Unbelievable. They were say-
ing last night on the news that this is
the biggest drop since 9/11. In 2 months
of talking about all these new plans,
we are going to cost people jobs.

I would just encourage my friends
across the aisle, be careful. We have
built a great economy. Don’t blow it
quite so quickly.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF BLACK
HISTORY MONTH

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in recognition of Black His-
tory Month. This gives us an oppor-
tunity to acknowledge how far we have
come as a society, and to recognize the
strides and extraordinary contribu-
tions that African Americans have
made throughout our history.

Today our cultural diversity is a
source of strength and enrichment for
our Nation, and is a particular source
of pride for the State of Maryland. But
Black History Month also serves as a
time for us to reflect upon the progress
that still needs to be made.

Thirty-eight years ago, Shirley Chis-
holm became the first African Amer-
ican woman elected to Congress. Ear-
lier this month we saw the appoint-
ment of Lorraine Miller as the first fe-
male African American Clerk of the
U.S. House of Representatives.

Madam Speaker, as long as there are
still firsts to be achieved, we must be
tireless in promoting the ideals and
values of the civil rights movement
and its leaders.

Unfortunately, our Nation’s history is one
that includes harsh divisions along racial lines
and, in many cases, deeply institutionalized
racism throughout society. As a result of
strong leadership, vision and tremendous sac-
rifice on the part of many, we have made sig-
nificant progress over time and African Ameri-
cans have made remarkable and enormous
contributions to every sector of our society.
Today, our cultural diversity is a source of
strength and enrichment for our Nation and it
is a particular source of pride for the state of
Maryland.

This month gives us an opportunity to ac-
knowledge how far we have come—to recog-
nize the strides and extraordinary contributions
that African Americans have made throughout
our history. It serves as a time where our mu-
seums, cinemas, schools and other commu-
nity centers can showcase the work of African
American artists, entrepreneurs, business
leaders, scientists, public officials, teachers,
and the like.

But Black History Month also serves a time
for us to reflect upon the progress that needs
to be made. It is a time to consider the range
of experiences within African American herit-
age and to redouble our commitment to equal-
ity for all. Some 38 years ago, the first female
African American U.S. Representative, Shirley
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Chisholm, was elected to this Congress. Ear-
lier this month, we in Congress saw the ap-
pointment of Lorraine Miller, the first female
African American Clerk of the U.S. House of
Representatives. As long as there are still
firsts to be achieved, there remains a reason
to promote the ideals and values of the civil
rights movement and its leaders. Indeed, the
movement continues to represent a beacon for
social justice in all of America’s communities.

So as we remember the struggle of Dr. King
and of the many others who were with him, as
well as those who came before and after him,
we honor those like Lorraine Miller who are
still blazing trails. We honor the special con-
tribution African Americans have made to the
greatness of our Nation, reflecting on how far
this country has come and reminding our-
selves of how far we have to go.

————
DEMOCRATS’ BROKEN PROMISES

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, lest the American people be
deceived, the House is finished for
today; 2:15 this afternoon, 4 hours and
15 minutes. Yesterday we were in ses-
sion for less than an hour. Monday we
weren’t in session at all. This week, 5
hours and 15 minutes. That is less than
2 hours a day, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, Orwellian democ-
racy is alive and well here in Wash-
ington, but just because the Democrats
say that we are working 5 days a week
doesn’t make it so. This kind of
disinformation does a disservice to our
entire Nation.

Democrat broken promises are piling
up, Madam Speaker, and the American
people are paying attention.

——
DEMOCRATS’ EMPTY PROMISES

(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WESTMORELAND. As my col-
league from Georgia just said, I was
looking forward to that 5-day work-
week, and so far, since January 4, I be-
lieve we have experienced one. Here it
is, 2:25. And I don’t know of many peo-
ple from the Third District of Georgia
that are home right now. Most people
are working.

The chairman of the Financial Serv-
ices Committee said his people were
falling sleep. They must be staying up
too late at night because it is not from
overwork. As my colleague from Geor-
gia said, I think in the last 2 days we
have worked an hour and a half.

When the Republicans were in
charge, I remember getting home at
10:30, 11 o’clock, 12 o’clock at night
from a hard day’s work. And when the
Democrats took over, I had to really
kind of refocus on how to get back to
my apartment because I had never seen
the daylight hours.

So I want to ask the Democrats on
the other side of the aisle, if you are
going to say something, let’s do it.
Let’s make sure that we do it, and that
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these are not just empty promises that
you told the American people to get
into the majority.

————

CIVICS LESSONS FOR
REPUBLICANS

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I
had not intended to speak, but after
listening to these two people talk
about what the House is doing, I think
we are going to have to have some
civics lessons around here for Repub-
licans. They never followed the regular
order.

The way things are supposed to hap-
pen in the House is you drop in a bill
and it goes to committee, and you have
hearings, and you have markups, and
you work off the floor before you bring
things to the floor. When the Repub-
licans were in control, they never had
committee hearings, they never had
anybody come in, they never had any
markups. It was all written in the
Speaker’s Office and brought to the
Rules Committee and put out on the
floor without any preparation.

This Congress is preparing issues
that will be brought to the floor over
the next several months. We are not
asleep. We are just doing the regular
order, which is going to committee.

In the Ways and Means Committee
today we discussed global warming.
There wasn’t one single hearing in this
House on global warming when the Re-
publicans were in session, and yet it is
the biggest issue facing this Nation.

————

REV. JULIUS SCIPIO

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, the community calls
him an advocate for children. However,
this reverend from Pickens, South
Carolina, said he just never wanted to
be an elder who sat around and criti-
cized youth; therefore he got out and
helped the children at risk in his com-
munity.

A community service leader who has
touched lives and strengthened faith,
Rev. Julius Scipio is a lifelong min-
ister and a pastor at Ebenezer Baptist
Church in Anderson, South Carolina.

Rev. Scipio has also been a strong ad-
vocate for the African American com-
munities in the upstate of South Caro-
lina, specifically in Anderson, Oconee
and Pickens Counties. He is said to
have blessed the members of his con-
gregation through his service.

In 1994, Rev. Scipio was awarded the
national Jefferson Award for his dedi-
cation to young African American
males by creating the Elephant Men of
Pickens County. He created this faith-
based organization to represent ele-
phants in the wild that form a circle to
surround and protect the young in
trouble.
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