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many charitable contributions of its mem-
bers to communities around the world; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the 85th anniversary of the 
founding of AHEPA and celebrate its many 
accomplishments. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, this year 
marks the 85th anniversary of the 
founding of the American Hellenic 
Educational Progressive Association, 
AHEPA. I rise today to submit with my 
colleague, Senator MENENDEZ, a con-
current resolution honoring AHEPA’s 
history of service, not only to Ameri-
cans of Greek descent, but to Ameri-
cans of all backgrounds and to the 
United States itself. 

AHEPA was founded in 1922 to com-
bat the bigotry encountered by Greek 
immigrants to this country, and to as-
sist these new Americans with building 
and protecting their livelihoods in our 
great Nation. Eighty-five years later— 
decades in which generations of Greek- 
Americans worked tirelessly in com-
merce and fought patriotically on the 
battlefield to make the United States 
the prosperous and peaceful land it is 
today—AHEPA continues its mission 
to promote the shared Hellenic and 
American values of education, philan-
thropy, civic responsibility, and family 
and individual excellence. 

This is more than a mission state-
ment, it is a commitment to action 
that has been fulfilled time and again. 
AHEPA today awards more than half a 
million dollars in academic scholar-
ships annually. Its philanthropic ef-
forts have contributed to the restora-
tion of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis 
Island. It has enhanced the civic par-
ticipation of its members and other 
U.S. citizens through seminars and 
conferences on key domestic and inter-
national policy issues. And, together 
with three affiliated organizations—the 
Daughters of Penelope, the Sons of 
Pericles and the Maids of Athena— 
AHEPA has contributed to over a bil-
lion dollars in funding for youth- and 
family-focused projects across the 
country. 

As the first Greek-American woman 
elected to both the House and Senate, 
I am often reminded that the connec-
tion between the U.S. Congress and the 
Greek people is not limited to the 
Greek Americans who have served as 
members, or the foreign policy issues 
debated in its halls. Rather, the very 
inspiration for the Congress as a legis-
lative body are the democratic cham-
bers of ancient Greece. 

The myriad ties between our two 
countries—be they cultural, economic 
or geopolitical—comprise a bond that 
can and should only strengthen. 
AHEPA’s long record of service to 
Greek-Americans and their country-
men are both a testament and critical 
component of that historical bond. It is 
accordingly an honor and a pleasure to 
submit this concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the accomplishments of 
AHEPA’s first 85 years. May there be 
many, many more. 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 271. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for 
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to 
the bill S. 4, to make the United States more 
secure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission to 
fight the war on terror more effectively, to 
improve homeland security, and for other 
purposes. 

SA 272. Mr. ALLARD submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 273. Mr. ALLARD (for himself and Mr. 
SALAZAR) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 274. Mr. ALLARD submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 275. Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 4, supra. 

SA 276. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
OBAMA, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. 
KERRY) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 275 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 277. Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. AL-
EXANDER, Mr. CARPER, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. CHAMBLISS, and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) proposed an amendment to 
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for 
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to 
the bill S. 4, supra. 

SA 278. Mrs. CLINTON (for herself and Mr. 
SCHUMER) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 275 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 279. Mr. DEMINT proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. 
COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, supra. 

SA 280. Mr. SALAZAR (for himself, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. PRYOR) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. 
COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 281. Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and 
Mr. DOMENICI) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 275 
proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, 
supra. 

SA 282. Mr. BINGAMAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for 
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to 
the bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 283. Mr. BINGAMAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for 
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to 
the bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 284. Mr. REID (for Mr. BIDEN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. 
COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 285. Mr. INOUYE (for himself, Mr. STE-
VENS, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Mrs. MURRAY) pro-
posed an amendment to amendment SA 275 

proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, 
supra. 

SA 286. Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr. 
LEAHY, and Mr. DODD) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 287. Mr. ALLARD submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 271. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and 
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, to make 
the United States more secure by im-
plementing unfinished recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission to fight 
the war on terror more effectively, to 
improve homeland security, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

Strike subsection (c) of section 401 and in-
sert the following: 

(c) DISCRETIONARY VISA WAIVER PROGRAM 
EXPANSION.—Section 217(c) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(8) NONIMMIGRANT VISA REFUSAL RATE 
FLEXIBILITY.— 

‘‘(A) CERTIFICATION.—On the date on which 
an air exit system is in place that can verify 
the departure of not less than 97 percent of 
foreign nationals that exit through airports 
of the United States, the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall certify to Congress that 
such air exit system is in place. 

‘‘(B) WAIVER.—After certification by the 
Secretary under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, may waive the 
application of paragraph (2)(A) for a coun-
try— 

‘‘(i) if the country meets all security re-
quirements of this section; 

‘‘(ii) if the Secretary of Homeland Security 
determines that the totality of the country’s 
security risk mitigation measures provide 
assurance that the country’s participation in 
the program would not compromise the law 
enforcement, security interests, or enforce-
ment of the immigration laws of the United 
States; 

‘‘(iii) if there has been a sustained reduc-
tion in the rate of refusals for nonimmigrant 
visitor visas for nationals of the country and 
conditions exist to continue such reduction; 

‘‘(iv) the country cooperated with the Gov-
ernment of the United States on 
counterterrorism initiatives and information 
sharing before the date of its designation as 
a program country, and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and the Secretary of 
State expect such cooperation will continue; 
and 

‘‘(v)(I) if the rate of refusals for non-
immigrant visitor visas for nationals of the 
country during the previous full fiscal year 
was not more than 10 percent; or 

‘‘(II) if the visa overstay rate for the coun-
try for the previous full fiscal year does not 
exceed the maximum visa overstay rate, 
once it is established under subparagraph 
(C). 

‘‘(C) MAXIMUM VISA OVERSTAY RATE.— 
‘‘(i) REQUIREMENT TO ESTABLISH.—After 

certification by the Secretary under sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary of Homeland 
Security and the Secretary of State jointly 
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