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CROSS PARTY LINES TO PASS 

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM 

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express a measured degree of opti-
mism that Congress will pass a comprehen-
sive immigration reform package this year. 

A Senate bill is likely to be unveiled as early 
as next week, and I would hope that the 
House will follow soon after with our version. 

To be effective, this legislation must include 
provisions for increased border security, more 
support for border patrol agents, sanctions for 
employers that knowingly hire illegal immi-
grants, compensation for border communities, 
and a guest worker program. 

In my district in Southern Arizona, the need 
for reform is critical. In 2006, 4,000 illegal im-
migrants a day crossed the border into Ari-
zona. Our schools, hospitals, and law enforce-
ment agencies are overwhelmed. Our environ-
ment and homeland security are threatened. 

We must work across party lines to pass 
comprehensive immigration reform so we can 
focus our attention on those crossing the bor-
der who wish to do America harm: drug smug-
glers, human smugglers, and terrorists. 

I also want to thank the outgoing chief of 
the Tucson sector border patrol, Michael 
Nicley, for his service and hard work. All of us 
in Southern Arizona appreciate his dedication. 
I welcome Robert Gilbert as the new chief, 
and I look forward to working closely with him 
on this important issue. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DALETTA ANDREAS 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Daletta Andreas, executive di-
rector of the Hill Country Chapter in Kerrville, 
TX, who passed away the weekend of Feb-
ruary 24 following a brief illness. 

Ms. Andreas started working for the Hill 
Country Chapter in 1989 when the chapter 
was located in an old two-story house owned 
by the H.E.B. Foundation and leased for $1 a 
year. At the time she was the only chapter 
employee. 

Under her guidance and efforts, the chapter 
became more active in the community and 
surrounding areas. Today, it serves seven 
counties and has three full-time staff mem-
bers. 

Ms. Andreas recruited a large and sup-
portive group of volunteers from Kerrville and 
surrounding counties. She established a very 
good rapport with many organizations, such as 
fire and police departments and the sheriff of-
fices. 

Through her fundraising efforts the Hill 
Country Chapter was able to obtain and pur-
chase its own building. In 2001, Hill Country 
Chapter also was able to purchase its own 
mobile feeding unit or ERV, which can provide 
meals to disaster affected residents. During 
the aftermath of Rita and Katrina, the chapter 

fed many refugees from Louisiana and south 
Texas. 

Ms. Andreas worked hard for the job she 
truly loved, that of advancing the Red Cross 
mission. I want to recognize and honor her for 
the work she did that will continue to benefit 
the community and its citizens for years to 
come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EVANSVILLE MATER 
DEI WRESTLING TEAM 

HON. BRAD ELLSWORTH 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Coach Mike Goebel and 
the Evansville Mater Dei wrestling team for 
winning their second consecutive Indiana high 
school State championship. This is the twelfth 
title for Goebel as head coach of Mater Dei, 
an Indiana record. The Wildcats completed 
their undefeated season on February 24 by 
mauling the second-ranked Mishawaka Cave-
men, 31–18. 

Mater Dei took an early lead when junior 
Stephen Lovelace recorded a pin in the 160- 
pound class. After Mishawaka cut the Wildcat 
lead to 15–12, 125-pound sophomore Zeke 
Zenthoefer responded by pinning his opponent 
to open a 25–12 advantage. Senior Nick 
DeWig, the individual State runner-up in the 
145-pound class, insured Mater Dei’s victory 
with a 13–5 decision that pushed the lead to 
an insurmountable 10 points. Wildcat senior 
Chris DeWitt sealed the win with a 9–5 deci-
sion in the final match. Other winners for the 
Wildcats were Ben Fleming, Zach Goebel, 
Cody Moll, and Jerry Parkinson. 

This championship is the culmination of 
years of hard work by these young men under 
the leadership of Coach Goebel. I commend 
the Evansville Mater Dei wrestling team for all 
of their success. 

Go Wildcats. 
f 

RECOGNIZING SPC. RYAN C. 
GARBS 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life of Army Specialist Ryan 
C. Garbs who was recently killed in action in 
Afghanistan while conducting operations in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Spc. Garbs was a 20-year-old native of 
Edwardsville, Illinois who was assigned to B 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regi-
ment out of Fort Benning, Gerogia. He was a 
2005 graduate from Edwardsville High School, 
Edwardsville, Illinois. Around his sophomore 
year, Garbs knew he wanted to be an Army 
Ranger and he spent the last 2 years at 
Edwardsville High School rigorously training to 
meet the requirements of becoming a Ranger. 

Garbs is survived by his parents, Doug and 
Jill Garbs of Edwardsville, Illinois and his sis-
ter; Melanie Neely of Fairfield, California. I am 
proud of the service this young man gave to 
our country and the service his fellow troops 

perform every day. Not enough can be said 
about Spc. Garbs. His awards and decorations 
speak to what a great soldier and man he 
was; the Army Service Ribbon, Combat Infan-
try Badge, Parachutist Badge and Good Con-
duct Badge, just to name a few. Like all Rang-
ers, Garbs lived by the Ranger Creed. As the 
Creed states: ‘‘Never shall I fail my comrades, 
I will always keep myself mentally alert, phys-
ically strong, and morally straight and I will 
shoulder more than my share of the task, 
whatever it may be, one hundred percent and 
then some.’’ It is troops like Garbs that are 
risking their lives day in and day out to ensure 
our freedom here at home and to others 
throughout the rest of the world. He shoul-
dered as much as anyone could, and I salute 
him. My best wishes go out to his family and 
all the troops fighting to ensure freedom and 
democracy. May God bless him and may God 
continue to bless America. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PUSH 
POLL DISCLOSURE ACT OF 2007 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, today, along 
with six of my colleagues, I am introducing 
legislation to increase the disclosure require-
ments for telephone ‘‘push polls.’’ As many 
candidates for Federal office have learned 
through personal experience, these push polls 
are not legitimate telephone surveys, but 
‘‘smear polls,’’ campaign devices designed to 
smear a candidate under the guise of a stand-
ard opinion poll. 

Legitimate polls are designed to gather in-
formation helping candidates to focus their 
campaigns and refine their messages. Smear 
polls, on the other hand, are intended to 
spread information damaging the reputation of 
one’s opponent without public debate or dis-
cussion. 

Imagine a voter, who has been identified as 
a supporter of candidate X, being asked in a 
survey if such support would continue if it was 
learned that candidate X was guilty of a ter-
rible indiscretion or an outright crime. It 
doesn’t matter whether the allegations are true 
because the idea that candidate X is some-
how unfit for office has been planted success-
fully. This is a telephone ‘‘smear’’ poll. 

My legislation, the Push Poll Disclosure Act 
of 2007, combats this practice by exposing it 
to the light of day. Specifically, the bill requires 
that each participant in a Federal election poll 
be told the identity of the survey’s sponsor 
whenever at least 1,200 households are in-
cluded. It also requires further disclosures 
when a survey’s results are not to be released 
to the public. In this case, the cost of the poll 
and the sources of its funding must be re-
ported to the Federal Election Commission, 
along with a count of the households con-
tacted and a transcript of the questions asked. 

The Push Poll Disclosure Act of 2007 is a 
simple bill. It will not hinder legitimate polling, 
nor will it burden polling firms with excessive 
regulations. What this bill does do, however, is 
regulate smear polls for what they are—cam-
paign activities, and questionable ones at that. 
This legislation is noncontroversial and should 
be bipartisan, and its passage will make cam-
paigns for Federal office a little bit cleaner. I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
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NATIONAL EATING DISORDERS 

AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recognize Na-
tional Eating Disorders Awareness Week. 
While we know that millions of people are af-
fected by eating disorders, which include ano-
rexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa, and binge eat-
ing disorder, the exact number is unknown be-
cause there is no accurate data collection of 
these diseases. It is time to take action on 
eating disorders, a mental and physical health 
issue that has had little public support and is 
often misrepresented in popular media. 

Each year, hundreds of Americans die as a 
direct result of an eating disorder, which has 
the highest mortality rate of any mental illness. 
Several thousand more have eating disorder 
symptoms listed as contributing conditions to 
their deaths. For those who live with the con-
dition, eating disorders frequently impair the 
sufferer’s home, work, personal, and social 
life. Health consequences such as osteo-
porosis (brittle bones), gastrointestinal com-
plications and dental problems are significant 
health and financial burdens throughout life. At 
any given time, 10 percent or more of late ad-
olescent and adult women report symptoms of 
eating disorders. 

Just last month, a nationally representative 
survey of the U.S. population, funded in part 
by the National Institute of Mental Health, re-
ported that eating disorders often occur with 
other mental health disorders, yet eating dis-
orders may go undiagnosed and untreated. 
The researchers, therapists, and families of 
the Eating Disorders Coalition are working to 
advance the Federal recognition of eating dis-
orders as a public health priority. I applaud the 
efforts of the National Eating Disorders Asso-
ciation to call attention to these important 
issues during National Eating Disorders 
Awareness Week, February 25 to March 3, 
2007. 

f 

CLAUDE RAMSEY POST OFFICE 

HON. ZACH WAMP 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, today I am in-
troducing legislation to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
6301 Highway 58 in Harrison, Tennessee, as 
the ‘‘Claude Ramsey Post Office.’’ This legis-
lation would rename the city of Harrison Post 
Office after one of Hamilton County’s most no-
table leaders, Mayor Claude Ramsey. 

As he serves out his third term as County 
Mayor, Claude Ramsey continues to set a 
high standard as a dedicated manager and 
leader in the community. Prior to his term as 
County Mayor, he was the Assessor of Prop-
erty, served on the Hamilton County Board of 
Commissioners, and was a member of the 
Tennessee State Legislature. Claude 
Ramsey’s career as a public servant exempli-
fies diligence, hard work, and tremendous re-
sults for the people of Hamilton County. 

During his tenure, Mayor Ramsey fought to 
strengthen public education in Hamilton Coun-
ty. He recently rallied the community to partici-
pate in an education summit to create solid 
initiatives to address the issues and chal-
lenges facing the public education system. 
Mayor Ramsey created six task forces and 
presented their findings and recommendations 
to the community. He then organized the intro-
duction of eight key initiatives, including early 
education programs and a greater supply of 
laptop computers, to strengthen the public 
education system and increase graduation 
rates of students. 

In addition, Mayor Ramsey has been a true 
leader in promoting economic development in 
Hamilton County. Mayor Ramsey’s vision of 
creating more technology-based jobs in Ham-
ilton County has shown strong results. His ad-
ministration has secured Federal funding for 
the development of the Center for Entrepre-
neurial Growth, which provides local entre-
preneurs assistance in developing new ad-
vanced-technology companies. Mayor Ramsey 
also secured over $2.8 million in grant funds 
for local businesses, which have helped create 
over 2,000 jobs, and played a vital role in the 
transfer of the 1200-acre Enterprise South In-
dustrial Park property from the U.S. Army. 

For his dedicated service and results, Mayor 
Ramsey was named ‘‘Chattanooga Area Man-
ager of the Year’’ in 2003, which is the largest 
local awards program in the Nation. 

Mayor Ramsey also has contributed to the 
community by serving on the boards of numer-
ous agencies, including the Orange Grove 
Center, the Chattanooga Neighborhood Enter-
prise, the RiverCity Company, and the United 
Way. Claude Ramsey also served on the 
Board of Trustees at Erlanger Medical Center 
and was Chairman of the Board of Associates 
at Chattanooga State Technical Community 
College. 

Most importantly, Claude Ramsey is a lov-
ing husband to his wife, Jan; a proud father to 
his son, Rich, and his daughter, Stacy; and a 
blessed grandfather to his grandchildren Madi-
son, Meredith, Macy, John Ross, and Claudia. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all Members to sup-
port the passage of this legislation that honors 
Mayor Claude Ramsey for his commendable 
public service to the people of Hamilton Coun-
ty and the State of Tennessee. 

f 

THE PORT OF GALVESTON: A 
SOURCE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH 
FOR TEXAS AND THE NATION 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, in recognition 
of the benefits the Port of Galveston provides 
to Galveston, and the Nation, the Galveston 
Chamber of Commerce will honor the port on 
March 7. I am pleased to join my friends from 
the Galveston Chamber of Commerce in pay-
ing tribute to the Port of Galveston. 

For the past 5 years, the Port of Galveston 
has been undergoing major transformations. In 
fact, port officials believe there have been 
more changes at the port during this period 
than in any other 5 years in the port’s history. 
As a result of these changes, in the 2006 fis-
cal year the Port of Galveston had its highest 
gross operating revenue in 23 years. 

The cruise industry is the largest source of 
port-related economic growth for both the city 
of Galveston and the State of Texas. In 2006, 
the Galveston-based cruise business helped 
support 13,272 cruise industry jobs in Texas 
that paid more than $599 million in wages. Ap-
proximately 46 percent of the industry’s direct 
expenditures were based in tourism-related 
businesses like travel agencies, airlines, ho-
tels, restaurants, and ground transportation 
providers. Other Texas industries that benefit 
from the cruise business’s expansion are pe-
troleum refining, communications and naviga-
tion equipment, and engines and power trans-
mission equipment manufacturing. 

The increase in cruise-related income has 
presented the Port of Galveston with the chal-
lenge of ensuring the port is capable of con-
tinuing to meet the needs of the cruise busi-
ness. The Port of Galveston’s management is 
committed to ensuring the port continues to 
grow and change to meet the demands of the 
port’s expanding cruise and other businesses. 
Since 2000, approximately $45 million has 
been invested in the port’s cruise facilities. It 
is expected that revenues from cruise oper-
ations will give the port an opportunity to move 
forward and leverage earlier financing to pro-
vide for additional maintenance, repair, and 
capital construction in the port. 

Madam Speaker, the Port of Galveston’s 
contribution to the Texas and United States 
economies is by no means limited to the 
cruise business. The port also plays a vital 
role in the global economy by facilitating trade 
with Mexico, Guatemala, Panama, Germany, 
China, Israel, Italy, and other countries. 

In conclusion, Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to join the Galveston Chamber of 
Commerce in honoring the management of the 
Port of Galveston for all of their contributions 
to the economies of Galveston, Texas, and 
the world. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE BEREAN 
INSTITUTE 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2007 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, the Berean Institute’s long and es-
teemed history began with the vision of one 
man, Reverend Matthew Anderson. Reverend 
Anderson began his work at the Gloucester 
Mission in North Philadelphia in 1879. In 1880, 
the Berean Presbyterian Church was founded, 
from a hall meeting room on Fairmount Ave-
nue, with no funds, but with an abundance of 
unshaken trust in God. In 1888, he founded 
the Berean Building and Loan Association. 
Later renamed the Berean Savings and Loan 
Association, it enabled African Americans to 
borrow money to buy homes. With the migra-
tion of many African Americans coming from 
the south that needed special training, Rev. 
Anderson founded Berean Mutual Training 
and Industrial School. 

In 1899, Rev. Anderson was able to gain 
support to found a school for the economically 
disenfranchised. In 1904, the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania incorporated Berean Manual 
and Industrial School, a corporate charter. In 
the early years, Berean offered training in 
plumbing, custom and merchant tailoring, 
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