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INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
THAT SUPPORTS THE GOALS
AND IDEALS OF ANTI-SLAVERY
DAY

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
encourage my colleagues’ strong support of
the resolution that | have introduced which
supports the goals and ideals of Anti-Slavery
Day. | would also like to thank Representative
BURTON for his assistance with this resolution.
Anti-Slavery Day is dedicated to focusing at-
tention on the many forms of slavery that ex-
ists today as well as to highlight and com-
mend the many efforts made by the United
States Congress, along with, Free the Slaves,
labor organizations, and United States Indus-
try to eradicate slavery from the product sup-
ply chains of goods entering the United
States.

This resolution is most important this year
as 2007 is the bicentennial of the abolition of
the British slave trade. In 1865, the United
States outlawed slavery and involuntary ser-
vitude with the 13th amendment. Yet today
more than 27 million people are enslaved
around the world and over the last 50 years
slavery has actually increased and is flour-
ishing in situations of conflict, social disruption,
political chaos, and economic crisis. Slavery is
present in nearly every country and affects
those—especially women and children—who
are most vulnerable. Slavery is a global crime
and requires a global approach to its eradi-
cation with the most powerful preventive
measures being education and economic de-
velopment. Slavery and involuntary servitude
are inherently evil institutions and must be
abolished.

THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
“CHARTER 77 MOVEMENT”’

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
as Chairman of the Commission on Security
and Cooperation in Europe, | am privileged to
add my voice today to those honoring Vaclav
Havel, Czechoslovakia’s first post-communist
President, and the Charter 77 movement
which, 30 years ago, he helped to found.

Three decades ago, the Charter 77 move-
ment was established and its founding mani-
festo was formally delivered to the Communist
regime in Prague. The goals of the Chartists—
as signatories came to be known—were fairly
straightforward: “Charter 77 [they stated] is a
loose, informal and open association of people
of various shades of opinion, faiths and pro-
fessions united by the will to strive individually
and collectively for the respect of civic and
human rights in our own country and through-
out the world—rights accorded to all men by
the two mentioned international covenants, by
the Final Act of the Helsinki conference and
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by numerous other international documents
opposing war, violence and social or spiritual
oppression, and which are comprehensively
laid down in the U.N. Universal Charter of
Human Rights.”

The phrase “people of various shades of
opinion” was, in fact, a charming understate-
ment regarding the diversity of the signatories.
Founding members of this movement included
Vaclav Maly, a Catholic priest banned by the
regime; Vacla Benda, a Christian philosopher;
former Trotskyite Peter Uhl; former Com-
munists like Zdenek Mlynar and Jiri Hajek,
both of whom were ousted from their leader-
ship positions in the wake of the 1968 Soviet
attack that crushed the Prague Spring re-
forms; and, of course, Vaclav Havel, a play-
wright and dramatist. Notwithstanding the
many differences these people surely had,
they were united by a common purpose: to
compel the Communist regime to respect the
international human rights agreements it had
freely adopted.

Interestingly, the Charter 77 movement was
never a mass dissident movement—fewer
than two thousand people ever formally signed
this document. But, to use a boxing analogy,
Charter 77 punched above its weight. lts influ-
ence could be felt far beyond the number of
those who openly signed on and, ultimately, in
the battle of wits and wills with the Communist
regime, Charter 77 clearly won.

And most importantly, Charter 77—like other
human rights groups founded at roughly the
same time in Moscow, Vilnius, Warsaw and
elsewhere—looked to the Helsinki process as
a vehicle for calling their own governments to
account. Although it is sometimes said that the
Helsinki process helped to bring down com-
munism, it is really these grass roots move-
ments that gave the Helsinki process its real
meaning and its true legitimacy.

Thirty years ago, a small, courageous band
of people came together and said, “We be-
lieve that Charter 77 will help to enable all citi-
zens of Czechoslovakia to work and live as
free human beings.” Today, we remember
their struggle and praise their enduring con-
tributions to democracy and human rights.

————

STATEMENT IN HONOR OF THE
BLOOMFIELD COLLEGE STUDENT
ANDRE DABNEY

HON. BILL PASCRELL, Jr.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor a very accomplished young
man. Andre Dabney, a record-breaking mem-
ber of Bloomfield College’s basketball team,
deserves our recognition for his accomplish-
ments both on and off the court. He is cer-
tainly an inspiration to young people every-
where.

A native of Plainfield, New Jersey, Andre
has truly excelled at Bloomfield College. He
has been named three times to the All-Central
Athletic Collegiate Conference (CACC) First
Team in basketball and was named CACC
Player of the Year during the 2004-2005
school year. He has been recognized twice as
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CACC All Tournament Most Valuable Player
and was the first member of the Bloomfield
College basketball team to exceed 2,000 ca-
reer points. Andre Dabney received honorable
mentions for All American in the 2004-2005
and 2005—-2006 school years, and was award-
ed with a spot on the Pre-Season Second
Team All American in the 2006-2007 school
year.

When not playing basketball, Andre is a
strong student who has been on the Dean’s
List for seven of the last nine semesters. He
is also an active member of the Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity.

Madam Speaker, Andre Dabney is a model
of achievement. He truly shows how far young
people can go when they are given the oppor-
tunity to succeed. | wish him the best of luck
in his future endeavors, and | know we can
expect great things from him in the years to
come.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE RETIREMENT OF
JERRY DIRECTOR

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, on the occa-
sion of his retirement this month, I'd like to
take this opportunity to recognize and thank
Jerry Director, our Deputy Law Revision Coun-
sel, as he concludes a long and distinguished
career spent serving the American people in
the U.S, House of Representatives.

Jerry joined the Office of the Law Revision
Counsel in 1976, just two years after it was
established, and we’ve been lucky enough to
have him here with us ever since.

Throughout his career, Jerry has been an
indispensable member of a small but essential
group of nonpartisan professionals who pre-
pare and publish the United States Code and
draft legislation to improve the codification of
federal law. He has played an important role
in maintaining the Code from year to year, and
Jerry has used his expansive wealth of legisla-
tive knowledge to guide and train each and
every attorney that is currently charged with
updating the laws of our land.

In 1997, Jerry rose to his current position of
Deputy Law Revision Counsel, and his leader-
ship, expertise and tireless efforts have been
invaluable in ensuring the accuracy and qual-
ity of the volumes that govern every aspect of
American life.

Jerry’s easygoing demeanor, patient manner
and high standards are greatly appreciated by
his colleagues and those of us who have had
the pleasure of getting to know him over these
last 30 years. And when he thinks back on his
time in the People’s House, | know he will do
so with all the pride and satisfaction that ac-
company an outstanding career of public serv-
ice,

Later this month, Jerry will retire to Rich-
mond, Virginia, where he plans to continue his
love of golf and spend more time with his fam-
ily. But before he goes, | want to congratulate
Jerry Director on a wonderful career and wish
him all the best as he embarks on the next—
and hopefully, the most fulfilling—chapter of
his life.
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CONGRATULATING THE MENDOTA
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ON ITS
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to congratulate Mendota
Elementary School on its 50th anniversary.
For 50 years, the Mendota Elementary School
has provided academic excellence for the chil-
dren of Mendota Heights. The school has
served as a community resource, providing
education opportunities for students, parents
and the public, and providing public spaces for
civic engagement.

This celebration comes at a great time for
Mendota Elementary School. The school was
recently included among nine Minnesota
schools named as U.S. Department of Edu-
cation 2006 Blue Ribbon School Award
schools. The Blue Ribbon School Award is a
special recognition that reflects the out-
standing academic performance of the stu-
dents, teachers and staff of Mendota Elemen-
tary School. As a good steward of public edu-
cation, the Mendota Elementary School pro-
vides a safe and nurturing place for our chil-
dren to grow and learn. Teachers and staff
offer an enriched environment for children to
develop into healthy, contributing and produc-
tive citizens.

In honor of the students, parents, families,
teachers and staff of Mendota Elementary
School, | am pleased to honor this special an-
niversary. | look forward to continued celebra-
tions of success and milestones in the edu-
cation of the people of Mendota Heights com-
munity.

———
NATIONAL SECURITY FOREIGN IN-
VESTMENT REFORM AND

STRENGTHENED TRANSPARENCY
ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Chairman, as you know,
| was a strong supporter of H.R. 5337, the Na-
tional Security Foreign Investment Reform and
Strengthened Transparency Act of 2006,
which passed the Financial Services Com-
mittee as well as the House in the 109th Con-
gress. First, | want to again acknowledge the
work of our distinguished chairman of the
Committee of Financial Services, Mr. FRANK
and Mr. GUTIERREZ, chairman of the Sub-
committee on Domestic and International Mon-
etary Policy, Trade and Technology for sup-
porting this bill. Let me also thank Ms.
MALONEY, a member of the Subcommittee on
Domestic and International Monetary Policy,
Trade and Technology, for again introducing
this important national security legislation,
H.R. 556. In addition, the bill now has more
than 50 co-sponsors.

Last year, the House approved a com-
prehensive set of reforms to the Committee on
Foreign Investment in the United States
(CFIUS) process. It is a testament to the dili-
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gence of Ms. MALONEY and other members of
the Committee on Financial Services that H.R.
556 is being considered so early in this ses-
sion.

It has been almost a year since we learned
of the Committee of Foreign Investment’s
(CFIUS) activities related to Dubai World Ports
and the implications of the proposed deal for
national security. | can genuinely say that the
members of the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices have been most directly involved in this
issue since that time.

The bill the House passed last year, H.R.
5337, was designed to reform the CFIUS
process based on the information gleaned
from earlier hearings on the subject. We have
heard about the negative impact of cutting off
foreign direct investment in the U.S. However,
it would be foolish to assume that we would
take any such steps to prohibit foreign direct
investment. At the same time, we need to con-
sider safeguards to ensure that the CFIUS
process is consistent with the original intent of
the Congress concerning national security and
investments.

It is time that CFIUS operated within the
law, and that it is made clear who is respon-
sible for what in the decisionmaking process.
Another critical issue is how decisions are ac-
tually made, and what entity is principally re-
sponsible for protecting the national security
interests of this Nation as they pertain to for-
eign direct investment.

This bill enables CFIUS to unilaterally ini-
tiate a review where an issue of concern is
raised; any foreign government backed deal
would be subject to review; both the Secre-
taries of the Treasury and Homeland Security
must sign off on reviews, while the Homeland
Security Secretary would be vice-chair of the
Committee; and all reviews are subject to re-
view by the Director of National intelligence.

In addition, everyone knows that trans-
parency and accountability were, in part, at
the heart of the congressional uproar over the
Dubai World Ports deal. Importantly, H.R. 556
like its predecessor bill requires that CFIUS
report biannually to Congress on its activities.
This is strong legislation that will only make
Congress’ job less difficult on the issue of na-
tional security and foreign direct investment.

| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 556
without any weakening amendments. Unfortu-
nately, there are those who would have you
believe that the bill in not balanced. | would
submit that the bill represents a comprehen-
sive well-balanced measure in view of the
global situation. Indeed, this bill will not under-
mine foreign investment in the U.S.

————

HONORING CAREER OF JOE
HARRISON

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Joe Harrison, President and
CEO of the American Moving and Storage As-
sociation (AMSA). AMSA represents approxi-
mately 3,500 professional household moving
companies worldwide. For the last 25 years,
Joe has served as the industry’s primary
spokesperson and advocate, but is now set to
retire on March 31, 2007.
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During his tenure, Joe has appeared before
this body many times, providing information
about the industry and its “best practices.”

For the past quarter-century, Joe has lob-
bied Congress on issues ranging from retain-
ing the federal moving tax deduction, to small
business tax and regulatory relief, to afford-
able health care for his Association’s members
and their families.

Additionally, he has worked with the states
to continue their ability to regulate the intra-
state transportation of household goods.

He has been a champion of various indus-
try-led consumer education and protection ac-
tivities, including but not limited to increased
ceiling amounts for arbitration of disputes be-
tween carriers and shippers; a Certified Mover
Program; adequate federal oversight and en-
forcement of the interstate household goods
consumer protection laws; limited antitrust im-
munity for ratemaking by the industry’s Tariff
Bureau; competitive and efficient procurement
policies for relocation of federal employees
and military personnel; reauthorization of our
federal highway program; and a host of other
commercial vehicle safety policies, such as
proposed ergonomics and hours-of-service
regulations.

A tireless advocate, Joe has taken every
opportunity, including numerous media inter-
views, to convey the responsibilities to the
consumer his association members carry. In
2003, Joe’s dedication to the Association and
the industry were recognized when he was
awarded the Moving and Storage Institute’s
“Distinguished Service Award”, the moving in-
dustry’s most coveted award.

| thank Joe for his years of dedicated and
professional service to the Nation and the leg-
islative process, and wish him continued suc-
cess in the next chapter of his personal and
professional life. He has been, and will forever
remain, the “Consummate Mover and Shaker
on Capitol Hill.”

——————

RECOGNIZING THE FAIRFAX COUN-
TY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 2007
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize an outstanding
group of men and women in Northern Virginia.
The Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce
annually recognizes individuals who have
demonstrated superior dedication to public
safety with the prestigious Valor Award. Two
members of the Fairfax County Sheriff's Office
have earned this highest honor that Fairfax
County bestows upon its public safety officials.

There are several types of Valor Awards
that can be awarded to a public safety officer:
the Lifesaving Award, the Certificate of Valor,
or the Gold, Silver, or Bronze Medal of Valor.

It is with great pride that | enter into the
record the names of the recipients of the 2007
Valor Awards in the Fairfax County Sheriff's
Office. Receiving the Certificate of Valor: Pri-
vate First Class Robert L. Perryman; the
Bronze Medal: Private First Class Darrell L.
Carty.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank all the men and
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