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sought to deny them their identity. To call
yourself a “Native American” in Virginia was
to risk a jail sentence of up to one year. The
law remained in effect until it was struck down
in the federal courts in 1967.

For up to 50 years, state officials waged a
war to destroy all public and many private
records that affirmed the existence of Native
Americans in Virginia. Historians have affirmed
that there is no other state that compares to
Virginia’s efforts to eradicate its citizens’ In-
dian identity. All of Virginia’s state-recognized
tribes have filed petitions with the Bureau of
Acknowledgment seeking federal recognition.

But it is a very heavy burden the Virginia
tribes will have to overcome and one fraught
with complications that officials from the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs have acknowledged may
never be resolved in their lifetime. The ac-
knowledgment process is already costly, sub-
ject to unreasonable delays, and lacks dignity.
Virginia’s legacy of paper genocide only fur-
ther complicates these tribes’ quest for federal
recognition, making it difficult to furnish cor-
roborating state and official documents and
aggravating the injustice already visited upon
these tribes.

This wasn’t corrected until 1997 when Gov-
ernor George Allen signed legislation directing
state agencies to correct state records that
had deliberately been altered to list Virginia In-
dians on official state documents as “colored.”
The law allows living members of the tribes to
correct records, but the law cannot correct the
damage done to past generations. Two years
later, the Virginia General Assembly adopted a
resolution calling upon Congress to enact leg-
islation recognizing the Virginia tribes.

There is no doubt that the Chicahomony,
the Eastern Chicahomony, the Monacan, the
Nansemond, the Rappahannock and the
Upper Mattaponi tribes exist. These tribes
have existed on a continuous basis since be-
fore the first western European settlers
stepped foot in America; and, they are here
with us today.

| know there is great resistance from Con-
gress to grant any Native American tribe fed-
eral recognition. And, | can appreciate how the
issue of gambling and its economic and moral
dimensions have influenced many Members’
perspectives on tribal recognition issues. |
think the circumstances and situation these
tribes have endured and the legacy they still
confront today, however, outweigh these con-
cerns. We have made significant compromises
to give the State the option to say “no” to
gaming. Congress has the power to recognize
these tribes. It has exercised this power in the
past, and it should exercise this power again
with respect to these six tribes.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

COSPONSORS OF LEGISLATION INTRODUCED BY THE REP.
JIM MORAN RECOGNIZING SIX VIRGINIA TRIBES

The Honorable JO ANN DAvis; the Honor-
able BoBBY ScoTT; the Honorable Tom DAVIS;
the Honorable NICK J. RAHALL IlI; the Honor-
able NEIL ABERCROMBIE; the Honorable DALE
E. KILDEE; the Honorable FRANK PALLONE, JR.;
the Honorable ROBERT C. SCOTT.
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RAIL AND PUBLIC TRANSPOR-
TATION SECURITY ACT OF 2007

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, today |
have introduced a bill to improve the security
of railroad, public transportation, and over-the-
road bus systems in the United States.

Tragically, transit and rail systems have long
been popular targets of terrorist attacks world-
wide. From 1991 to 2001, 42 percent of all ter-
rorist incidents were carried out on rail sys-
tems or buses. Recent tragic events show that
these threats continue.

On March 11, 2004, a coordinated terrorist
attack against the commuter train system of
Madrid, Spain, killed 191 people and wounded
more than 2,000 others. On July 7, 2005, four
bombs exploded on the London transit sys-
tem, killing 52 people and injuring 700 others.
It was the deadliest bombing in London since
World War 1l. On July 11, 2006, a series of
seven bomb blasts that took place over a pe-
riod of 11 minutes on the Suburban Railway in
Mumbai, India’s financial capital, killed 209
people and injured over 700 others.

The characteristics of transit and passenger
rail systems make them inherently vulnerable
to terrorist attacks and difficult to secure. Pub-
lic transportation and rail systems are open,
have multiple access points, are hubs serving
multiple carriers, and in some cases, have no
barriers. In addition, high volume of pas-
sengers and freight, expensive infrastructure,
economic importance, and location make
these systems attractive targets for terrorists
because of the potential for mass casualties,
economic damage, and disruption.

The potential to do harm is truly enormous.
In the United States, every day, more than 14
million people use public transportation. Public
transportation agencies provide 9.5 billion
transit trips annually. The over-the-road bus
industry, which provides intercity bus service
and charter service, transports 774 million
passengers annually. Amtrak and commuter
railroads serve more than 500 million pas-
sengers annually.

Unfortunately, despite this stark reality, in-
vestments to enhance the security of our Na-
tion’s surface transportation systems have not
kept pace with the needs. Last year, the Fed-
eral Government invested $4.7 billion in avia-
tion security improvements, while spending
only $136 million on transit and rail security,
even though five times as many people take
trains as planes every day.

The bill 1 have introduced today requires
several measures that will address the secu-
rity challenges faced by our Nation’s railroads,
public transportation agencies, and over-the-
road bus operators. Specifically, the legisla-
tion:

Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security,
in coordination with the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, to develop and implement a National
Rail and Public Transportation Security Plan,
as required in the Intelligence Reform and
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (P.L. 108-
458), but which has not been completed.

Requires the Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS), in coordination with the Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) to issue regula-
tions establishing a security program for rail
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carriers, public transportation providers, and
over-the-road bus operators. Carriers and op-
erators considered to be at high or medium
risk of terrorist attack, as determined by DHS,
are required to conduct an assessment of the
vulnerability of their infrastructure and oper-
ations to terrorism and to prepare and imple-
ment a security plan.

Requires DHS, in coordination with DOT, to
establish separate security assistance grant
programs for rail, transit, and over-the-road
bus, to provide capital and operating assist-
ance based on priorities established by the se-
curity assessments. DHS would be respon-
sible for establishing grant program priorities,
while DOT would be responsible for making
grants to eligible recipients based on DOT’s
existing grant structure.

Authorizes specific grants to Amtrak for tun-
nel improvements and upgrades, and further
requires an increase in the number of DHS rail
security Inspectors.

Addresses a critical security gap by requir-
ing mandatory security training for employees
in the industries covered by the bill. This provi-
sion and the timeline established will ensure
that front-line transit workers are properly
trained to address security needs.

Establishes certain whistleblower protections
for employees of railroads, public transpor-
tation agencies, and over-the-road bus compa-
nies; as well employees of DOT, DHS, and
contractors.

Madam Speaker, this bill carefully crafts a
joint approach on security. The bill maximizes
the expertise and core competencies of both
DHS and DOT, to enhance the implementation
of these critically important, and long overdue,
security programs.

DOT has played and continues to play a
significant role in securing our Nation’s transit
and rail systems. DOT is the government’s
lead agency on transportation safety and effi-
ciency. Decisions on security measures can-
not be made in a vacuum without consider-
ation of the effects on safety and efficiency.
While DHS is the lead agency on security, it
must work cooperatively with DOT to ensure
that safety is not impaired and security meas-
ures do not unnecessarily impair efficiency.

The Federal Transit Administration, the Fed-
eral Railroad Administration, and the Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administra-
tion have all signed Memorandums of Under-
standing with DHS to clarify the roles and re-
sponsibilities of each agency with respect to
security. This bill honors and follows the prin-
ciples outlined in these existing agreements.

| would like to thank Representative BENNIE
THOMPSON, Chairman of the Committee on
Homeland Security, for his cooperation to date
on rail, public transportation, and over-the-
road bus security legislation. | look forward to
continuing our joint work to bring a com-
prehensive surface transportation security bill
to the House floor as quickly as possible.

HONORING EDWIN O. GUTHMAN

HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 1, 2007
Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, | rise today

to pay tribute to the career of Ed Guthman, a
dedicated public servant and master of his
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craft, who is being honored tonight at the Uni-
versity of Southern California. From his days
with Bobby Kennedy to his time at the Phila-
delphia Inquirer and, most recently, shaping
the minds of a new generation of journalists at
USC, Ed has remained steadfastly committed
to the principles of open government and hon-
est journalism. As editorial page editor at the
Philadelphia Inquirer, he wrote with insight on
the major issues of the day; nuclear safety,
education reform and corruption in Philadel-
phia and Pennsylvania’s court systems. His
clear prose and cogent ideas brought honor to
his newspaper and true enlightenment to us,
the readers.

Ed’s career did not begin with his decade at
the Inquirer. Before coming to Philadelphia, he
served as the national editor at the Los Ange-
les Times. It was during his work in Los Ange-
les that Ed was listed as number three on Nix-
on’s infamous enemies list. The list, and
Guthman’s inclusion, offer enduring evidence
of the danger of an unchecked executive and
a reminder of the need for an eternally vigilant
free and independent press. Prior to the LA
Times, he was a reporter at the Seattle Times
where he was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for
his investigation into the Washington State
Un-American Activities Committee.

| consider it a privilege to call Ed my friend.
He is a briliant man and has contributed
greatly to the field of journalism and the quest
for a fair and democratic United States. While
| am pleased that he has the opportunity to
share what he knows with the students of
USC, we will always miss him in Philadelphia.

ELLEN WALLACE BUCHANAN

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, it is a
great honor for me to rise in recognition of the
highly successful career and notable achieve-
ments of Ms. Ellen Wallace Buchanan. On
February 28, 2007, Ellen retired as Chief of
Staff for Representative JOHN SPRATT (D-SC),
after over 30 years of service to the United
States House of Representatives.

Ellen was raised in my home state of South
Carolina by a father who was a probate judge
and a mother who was a school teacher. Her
parents instilled in her the importance of serv-
ice to community and country.

After receiving her Bachelor's degree in
Education from Winthrop University, Ms. Bu-
chanan followed in her mother’s footsteps, be-
ginning her career as an elementary school
teacher in Charleston, SC.

In a career move that would enable her to
further serve her community while engaging
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her fascination with government, Ellen accept-
ed a position as Staff Assistant with former
Congressman Kenneth Holland (D-SC) in
1976. During her six-year tenure in former
Congressman Holland’s office she was given
roles of increasing responsibility. When JOHN
SPRATT succeeded Congressman Holland,
Ellen continued her service to the United
States House of Representatives starting as
Congressman SPRATT's Legislative Assistant
and rising to become his Chief of Staff.

Ellen’s tenure in the House can be de-
scribed in one way—passion for her work. She
especially enjoyed taking part in campaigns. In
her words, “It reenergizes you to be with your
supporters.” In addition to her exceptional
leadership skills, Ellen possesses an ex-
tremely pleasing personal demeanor. She is
loved by all who know her.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of my staff, and
the constituents of the 6th District of South
Carolina, | ask you and my colleagues to join
us in saluting the contributions of Ellen Wal-
lace Buchanan and wish her well in the years
to come.

———
NATIONAL SECURITY FOREIGN IN-
VESTMENT REFORM AND

STRENGTHENED TRANSPARENCY
ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 28, 2007

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
support of H.R. 556, National Security Foreign
Investment Reform and Strengthened Trans-
parency Act of 2007, and | urge my col-
leagues to join me in voting in favor of it.

Many Americans were rightfully concerned
in 2006 by the Dubai Ports World scandal. |
support H.R. 556 because this bill provides
the needed reform to the Committee on For-
eign Investment in the United States (CFIUS).
By reforming CFIUS, the United States can
better balance the critical issue of national se-
curity with the billions of dollars in foreign in-
vestment that helps keep our economy strong.
H.R. 556 formally establishes CFIUS and its
membership and streamlines the process for
reviews by the committee. This bill mandates
a 30-day review for all national security-related
business transactions and a full-scale 45-day
investigation to follow if necessary. This bill
also ensures these decisions are made at a
senior level and requires CFIUS to report to
Congress five days after their final action on
an investigation. The United States Chamber
of Commerce supports this bill as do other
groups concerned about responsible policy for
foreign investment.
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| oppose any amendments that weaken
H.R. 556, National Security Foreign Invest-
ment Reform and Strengthened Transparency
Act of 2007. The three amendments intro-
duced by Rep. McCAUL all place burdensome
reporting requirements on CFIUS and detract
from the committee’s mission. Reporting on
tax issues is outside the scope and expertise
of the committee. CFIUS and its resources
should be focused on foreign transactions,
and most importantly, on national security.

| support H.R. 556 and urge my colleagues
to join me in improving our national security
while safeguarding America’s economy.

————————

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE STAFF
SERGEANT JOSHUA R. HAGER

HON. JOHN T. SALAZAR

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 1, 2007

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, | ask for
unanimous consent to address the House for
one minute and to revise and extend my re-
marks.

| stand here today to pay tribute and recog-
nize the loss of SSG Joshua R. Hager. Staff
Sergeant Hager was killed in action while
serving his country in Iraq.

Every day, the men and women of the
United States Armed Forces face danger in
the hope to bring peace and prosperity to
those in need. We must not forget the indi-
vidual stories of these soldiers who are serv-
ing our country with courage and honor.

Joshua Hager was from Bloomfield, Colo-
rado and he is survived by his wife and child
who reside in Pueblo, Colorado.

Staff Sergeant Hager was one of three Fort
Carson soldiers who died on Friday, February
23. Hager, PVT Travis Buford of Galveston,
Texas, and PVT Rowan Walter of Winnetka,
California, died Friday of injuries suffered a
day earlier when an improvised explosive de-
vice detonated near their vehicle.

All three brave men were assigned to the
1st Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division,
based at Fort Carson, which has now lost 189
soldiers since the war in Iraq began.

Joshua Hager was 29 years old.

My heart goes out to Joshua’s wife and
child as well as all of his family and friends.
Their courage in this time of hardship humbles
us all.

We will not forget his sacrifice, and that of
the soldiers who rode alongside Joshua.

| submit this recognition to the United States
House of Representatives in honor of their
sacrifice, so that Joshua Hager may live on in
memory.
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