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otherwise eligible for Medicaid is cov-
ered under Medicaid for labor and de-
livery. Nothing in the DRA changed
that nor was anything in the DRA in-
tended to change that.

Under section 1902(e)(4) of the Social
Security Act, a child born to a woman
receiving Medicaid at the time of the
child’s birth is deemed onto Medicaid
for a year. States had been interpreting
that to mean the child of a woman who
was undocumented could be deemed
onto Medicaid for a year since the
mother, under 1903(v), was eligible for
Medicaid at the time of the child’s
birth. The interim final rule now spe-
cifically prevents a State from deem-
ing the child of an undocumented
mother onto the State Medicaid pro-
gram without properly documenting
the child’s citizenship first.

In this case, I believe CMS has gone
too far. A child born in the United
States of America is a citizen. Before
the DRA, children born to mothers on
Medicaid were deemed onto Medicaid,
and I think that is absolutely in the
best interest of that newborn child.
The DRA did not change two funda-
mental facts: First, the mother, re-
gardless of documentation status, was
eligible for Medicaid at the time of the
child’s birth and, second, the child is a
citizen. In my mind, there is no reason
then to have any new documentation
requirement for the child.

The legislation I am introducing
today reinstitutes the pre-DRA policy
with one notable exception. Under the
old rule, a State could issue a tem-
porary Medicaid identification number
to the mother which served as the iden-
tification number for the child for up
to a year. I don’t think that it’s nec-
essary or appropriate for a State to
provide a child Medicaid benefits by
issuing the mother a Medicaid card.
This especially problematic in cases
where the mother may not be in the
country legally nor eligible for Med-
icaid after delivery. My legislation
changes the old policy by requiring the
State to issue an identification number
to the child of the undocumented
mother. This does not in any way
change the States’ responsibility to
provide the mother benefits when she
comes to the emergency room in labor.

The legislation makes one further
change to the statute to benefit
newborns. Under the interim final rule,
all children born to mothers on Med-
icaid are required to document their
citizenship within 1 year of birth. I do
not think that is necessary. Medicaid
paid for the birth of an American cit-
izen. It is simple common sense that
the child is a citizen and requiring any
further documentation is redundant
and counter-intuitive.

I want to be clear that I support the
requirement that a State more fully
document the citizenship of applicants
for Medicaid. Given what the Congres-
sional Budget Office has told us would
be the cost of making undocumented
aliens eligible for public programs, the
Deficit Reduction Act addressed a real

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

concern by requiring documentation. I
want the new statutory provision to go
forward to ensure that the people get-
ting the benefits are actually eligible
for the benefits. However, CMS and the
States should recognize what is to me,
common sense: A child born in the
United States whose birth was paid for
by Medicaid is a citizen under current
law. No further documentation nec-
essary.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for him-
self, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. REED, Mr.
HAGEL, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, and Mr. COCHRAN):

S. 753. A bill to enhance scientific re-
search and competitiveness through
the Experimental Program to Stimu-
late Competitive Research, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
today, I introduce the EPSCoR Re-
search and Competitive Act of 2007, and
I am proud to have the bipartisan sup-
port of my colleagues, Senators SNOWE,
REED, HAGEL, BAUCUS, ROBERTS, and
COCHRAN.

The Experimental Program to Stimu-
late Competitive Research, EPSCoR, is
part of the National Science Founda-
tion and is intended to assist smaller
States competing for research grants
that historically have not received as
much funding from the NSF as larger
States. Twenty-six States, rep-
resenting 20 percent of our Nation’s
population and 25 percent of our doc-
toral and research institutions are cur-
rently eligible for the EPSCoR pro-
gram yet receive only 10 percent of the
total NSF research funding. EPSCoR
funding provides valuable research op-
portunities in States with unique sci-
entific features. States such as West
Virginia, Alaska, Hawaii, Montana and
New Mexico all stand to gain from
EPSCoR funding, and our country will
gain from the scientists and innova-
tions made in our States.

EPSCoR has the additional bonus of
having a proven track record. Over 50
percent of researchers supported by
EPSCoR funds have successfully com-
peted for non-EPSCoR funding.
EPSCoR is also helping drive the econ-
omy in active States by providing cut-
ting edge job opportunities. Seventy-
five percent of new technology compa-
nies started by university research are
based in the States where the original
research was done.

In order for our Nation to remain
competitive in the global marketplace,
EPSCoR will play an important role in
promoting science nationwide. This
legislation provides some specifics to
meet that goal. First off, this bill pro-
poses that the Research Infrastructure
Improvements Grant increase to $75
million beginning in fiscal year 2009
and remain at that level through 2012.
Secondly, it seeks 20 percent of the
EPSCoR budget for the cofunding pro-
gram, an innovative initiative to help
encourage each of the NSF directorates
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to collaborate and fund meritorious
projects from the EPSCoR States.
Thirdly, it encourages the NSF Direc-
tor to develop creative ways to ensure
that the EPSCoR States are part of the
new major initiatives of the founda-
tion, including cyberinfrastructure and
major research instrumentation.

The citizens of West Virginia have
benefited tremendously as a result of
this program. Competitive Federal re-
search has increased 68 percent in West
Virginia since 2001. In 2005 alone, re-
search created more than $147 million
in economic activity and supported
4,432 jobs. Much like other States in-
volved, EPSCoR has been a tremendous
boon to our flagship higher institutions
with West Virginia University and
Marshall University having worked to-
gether through this program to come
up with innovate solutions like never
before. To help ensure that EPSCoR
States remain competitive, this legis-
lation suggests that EPSCoR grow pro-
portionately with the foundation. To
achieve our competitiveness goals and
to increase the numbers of engineers
and scientists, every State needs to
play a role. It is encouraging to note
that the administration’s budget re-
quest for this year seeks a $7 million
increase in EPSCoR.

Ensuring the economic well-being of
all our States is an essential part of
keeping our entire Nation competitive
and EPSCoR is an important step in
that direction. EPSCoR States are the
home for 25 percent of the doctoral and
research universities, and our States
train nearly 20 percent of our science
and engineering graduate students.
This legislation will help encourage
and promote competitiveness.

————
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 321. Ms. LANDRIEU proposed an

amendment to amendment SA 275 proposed
by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, to make the
United States more secure by implementing
unfinished recommendations of the 9/11 Com-
mission to fight the war on terror more ef-
fectively, to improve homeland security, and
for other purposes.

SA 322. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to
the bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 323. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to
the bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 324. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to
the bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 325. Mr. COBURN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 326. Mr. CARDIN proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr.
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REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms.
COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, supra.

SA 327. Mr. CARDIN proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr.
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms.
COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, supra.

SA 328. Mr. CARDIN proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr.
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms.
COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, supra.

SA 329. Mr. DOMENICI (for himself and Mr.
BINGAMAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 275
proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 330. Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr.
LEVIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. CRAIG, and Mr.
CRAPO) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 275 proposed
by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 331. Ms. CANTWELL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr. REID (for
himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to
the bill S. 4, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 321. Ms. LANDRIEU proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 275 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the
bill S. 4, to make the United States
more secure by implementing unfin-
ished recommendations of the 9/11
Commission to fight the war on terror
more effectively, to improve homeland
security, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

On page 233, line 11, after ‘‘the Secretary”’
insert ‘‘shall include levees in the list of
critical infrastructure sectors and”.

SA 322. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr.
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, to make
the United States more secure by im-
plementing unfinished recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission to fight
the war on terror more effectively, to
improve homeland security, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 236, line 17, insert before the pe-
riod ‘“‘and a description of how ongoing crit-
ical infrastructure initiatives developed by
the Department in coordination with State
and local governments, such as the Auto-
mated Critical Asset Management System,
were used in the assessments’’.

SA 323. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr.
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, to make
the United States more secure by im-
plementing unfinished recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission to fight
the war on terror more effectively, to
improve homeland security, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 23, strike lines 11 through 15, and
insert the following:

(a) CURRICULUM.—The Secretary, acting
through the Chief Intelligence Officer,
shall—
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(1) develop curriculum for the training of
State, local, and tribal government officials
relating to the handling, review, and devel-
opment of intelligence material; and

(2) ensure that the curriculum includes ex-
ecutive level training.

SA 324. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr.
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, to make
the United States more secure by im-
plementing unfinished recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission to fight
the war on terror more effectively, to
improve homeland security, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 389, after line 13, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 15 . ENHANCEMENT OF THE NATIONAL

DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS CONSOR-
TIUM.

The National Domestic Preparedness Con-
sortium shall include the National Center for
Homeland Security Studies of the State Uni-
versity of New York.

SA 325. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 275 proposed by Mr.
REID (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and
Ms. COLLINS) to the bill S. 4, to make
the United States more secure by im-
plementing unfinished recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission to fight
the war on terror more effectively, to
improve homeland security, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 106, between the matter preceding
line 7 and line 7, insert the following:

SEC. 204. COMPLIANCE WITH THE IMPROPER
PAYMENTS INFORMATION ACT OF
2002.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this the
term—

(1) “‘appropriate committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform of the House of Representa-
tives; and

(2) “improper payment’”’ has the meaning
given that term under section 2(d)(2) of the
Improper Payments Information Act of 2002
(31 U.S.C. 3321 note).

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR COMPLIANCE CERTIFI-
CATION AND REPORT.—The Secretary shall
not award any grants or distribute any grant
funds under any grant program under this
Act or an amendment made by this Act,
until the Secretary submits a report to the
appropriate committees that—

(1) contains a certification that the De-
partment has for each program and activity
of the Department—

(A) performed and completed a risk assess-
ment to determine programs and activities
that are at significant risk of making im-
proper payments; and

(B) estimated the total number of improper
payments for each program and activity de-
termined to be at significant risk of making
improper payments; and

(2) describes the actions to be taken to re-
duce improper payments for the programs
and activities determined to be at signifi-
cant risk of making improper payments.

SA 326. Mr. CARDIN proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 275 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr.
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LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the
bill S. 4, to make the United States
more secure by implementing unfin-
ished recommendations of the 9/11
Commission to fight the war on terror
more effectively, to improve homeland
security, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

At the end of title XV, add the following:
SEC. . STUDY OF MODIFICATION OF AREA OF

JURISDICTION OF OFFICE OF NA-
TIONAL CAPITAL REGION COORDI-
NATION.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary, acting through
the Director of the Office of National Capital
Region Coordination, shall conduct a study
of the feasibility and desirability of modi-
fying the definition of ‘‘National Capital Re-
gion” applicable under section 882 of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 to update the
geographic area under the jurisdiction of the
Office of National Capital Region Coordina-
tion.

(b) FACTORS.—In conducting the study
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
analyze whether modifying the geographic
area under the jurisdiction of the Office of
National Region Coordination will—

(1) improve coordination among State and
local governments within the Region, includ-
ing regional governing bodies, and coordina-
tion of the efforts of first responders;

(2) enhance the ability of such State and
local governments and the Federal Govern-
ment to prevent and respond to a terrorist
attack within the Region; and

(3) affect the distribution of funding under
the Homeland Security Grant Program.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 6 months after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit a report to Congress
on the study conducted under subsection (a),
and shall include in the report such rec-
ommendations (including recommendations
for legislation to amend section 882 of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002) as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

SA 327. Mr. CARDIN proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 275 pro-
posed by Mr. REID (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, and Ms. COLLINS) to the
bill S. 4, to make the United States
more secure by implementing unfin-
ished recommendations of the 9/11
Commission to fight the war on terror
more effectively, to improve homeland
security, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

At the end of title XV, add the following:

SEC. 15 . NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION MUTUAL
AID.

Section 7302 of the Intelligence Reform and
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (42 U.S.C.
5196 note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (4), by striking ¢, includ-
ing its agents or authorized volunteers,’’;
and

(B) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘or town”’
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘town, or
other governmental agency, governmental
authority, or governmental institution with
the power to sue or be sued in its own name,
within the National Capital Region.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ¢, the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Au-
thority, the Metropolitan Washington Air-
ports Authority, and any other govern-
mental agency or authority’’; and

(3) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘or em-
ployees’ each place that term appears and
inserting ‘‘, employees, or agents’’.
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