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The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Arizona. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1047, introduced by 

my colleague from Missouri, Rep-
resentative CLAY, directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to carry out a study to 
determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating the Soldiers’ Me-
morial Military Museum located in St. 
Louis, Missouri, as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System. 

Construction of the memorial and 
military museum began in 1935. The 
site was dedicated by President Frank-
lin Roosevelt in 1936. On Memorial 
Day, 1938, the building officially opened 
to the public. The Soldiers’ Memorial 
Building is a stately structure which, 
in addition to serving as a memorial to 
those who lost their lives in the service 
of their country, also contains exhibit 
rooms that house a collection of mili-
tary items. The building has been 
found eligible for listing in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. It is 
operated by the City of St. Louis and 
made available to the public free of 
charge. 

I want to commend my colleague 
from Missouri, Representative CLAY, 
for his efforts to preserve this memo-
rial and museum, which was built to 
honor those who gave their lives to 
this country. 

Mr. Speaker, the House approved 
identical legislation in the 109th Con-
gress. We strongly support H.R. 1047 
and urge its adoption by the House 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1445 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the majority has ade-
quately explained H.R. 1047, but I wish 
to note that while this legislation 
passed in the House in the 109th Con-
gress, it is not supported by the admin-
istration because the memorial is not 
distinguished beyond that of many war 
memorials, and it is not known wheth-
er it meets the criteria of national sig-
nificance. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY). 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I first want 
to thank my friend and colleague from 
Arizona for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
are unanimous in supporting the coura-

geous men and women serving in our 
Armed Forces. In recent days, we were 
appalled to learn that our veterans are 
not receiving high-quality health care. 
We have been sickened by some of the 
stories and images of the patients at 
Walter Reed Hospital who have been 
neglected and left untreated. And we 
are beginning to understand that this 
is a nationwide crisis. We are all some-
what ashamed that we have failed to 
provide to those who have given the 
most to keep our Nation free and se-
cure. 

With these recent events in mind, I 
want to address the legislation before 
us today. H.R. 1047 is a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a study to determine the suit-
ability and feasibility of designating 
the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Mu-
seum in the city of St. Louis as a unit 
of the National Park System. 

This memorial is a shining landmark 
to those brave men and women who 
gave their lives in World War I. Today, 
as much as any time in our history, the 
American people feel a very special 
connection to our military forces, and 
the citizens of our Nation have a real 
need to visit shrines that honor our 
wartime heroes. 

The St. Louis Soldiers’ Memorial is a 
valuable shrine where citizens can par-
ticipate in the tradition of honoring 
our Nation’s veterans. Initiated by the 
residents of St. Louis in the 1920s, after 
many years of fundraising, the land 
was acquired and the monument was 
constructed. On October 14, 1936, St. 
Louis Soldiers’ Memorial Military Mu-
seum was officially dedicated by Presi-
dent Roosevelt. And St. Louis Soldiers’ 
Memorial Military Museum also has a 
unique place in our Nation’s history as 
it is the only structure in St. Louis 
that is known to have been dedicated 
by a sitting U.S. President. 

The Soldiers’ Monument is a national 
treasure, and it is recognized as an ar-
chitectural masterpiece. Designed by 
one of the 20th century’s foremost art 
deco sculptors, Mr. Walter Hancock, 
the entrance to the memorial is 
flanked by four limestone sculptures 
which symbolize the most important 
virtues in a soldier’s life: courage, loy-
alty, sacrifice and vision. The ceiling 
of the monument is decorated with mo-
saic tiles in the shape of large gold 
stars that are dedicated to our Nation’s 
Gold Star Mothers. 

Today, the St. Louis Soldiers’ Memo-
rial is an important cultural resource 
and gathering place. It attracts about 
48,000 visitors a year, and provides the 
setting for more than 20 ceremonies an-
nually, including change-of-command 
and retirement ceremonies, and many 
other patriotic events hosted by vet-
erans groups. It is also the center of an 
annual Veterans Day parade which is 
the largest of its kind in the Midwest, 
drawing participants from several 
States and hosting more than 100 
marching units. 

In recent years, the city of St. Louis 
has relied upon the support and con-

tributions of active military personnel 
and veterans to enable it to maintain 
this cherished monument. We all want 
to honor the veterans and citizens of 
our Nation. We should have Federal 
monuments to help us all remember 
those family members and friends who 
have given their lives for us in combat. 

It is the right time for the Federal 
Government to consider acquiring the 
St. Louis Soldiers’ Memorial Military 
Museum in its inventory of national 
monuments. I believe that a study of 
the monument will show it is a histori-
cally important structure with a na-
tional significance. 

H.R. 1047 is strongly supported by 
veterans groups and other civic organi-
zations. I hope the Members of this 
body will endorse this important effort 
to create a Federal monument to honor 
our Nation’s veterans. I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1047. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FIRST AND SECOND BATTLES OF 
NEWTONIA, MISSOURI, STUDY ACT 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 376) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a special re-
source study to determine the suit-
ability and feasibility of including the 
battlefields and related sites of the 
First and Second Battles of Newtonia, 
Missouri, during the Civil War as part 
of Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield 
or designating the battlefields and re-
lated sites as a separate unit of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 376 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM SPECIAL 

RESOURCE STUDY, NEWTONIA CIVIL 
WAR BATTLEFIELDS, MISSOURI. 

(a) SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior shall conduct a special 
resource study relating to the First Battle of 
Newtonia in Newton County, Missouri, which 
occurred on September 30, 1862, and the Sec-
ond Battle of Newtonia, which occurred on 
October 28, 1864, during the Missouri Expedi-
tion of Confederate General Sterling Price in 
September and October 1864. 

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall— 

(1) evaluate the national significance of 
the Newtonia battlefields and their related 
sites; 

(2) consider the findings and recommenda-
tions contained in the document entitled 
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‘‘Vision Plan for Newtonia Battlefield Pres-
ervation’’ and dated June 2004, which was 
prepared by the Newtonia Battlefields Pro-
tection Association; 

(3) evaluate the suitability and feasibility 
of adding the battlefields and related sites as 
part of Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield 
or designating the battlefields and related 
sites as a unit of the National Park System; 

(4) analyze the potential impact that the 
inclusion of the battlefields and related sites 
as part of Wilson’s Creek National Battle-
field or their designation as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System is likely to have on land 
within or bordering the battlefields and re-
lated sites that is privately owned at the 
time of the study is conducted; 

(5) consider alternatives for preservation, 
protection, and interpretation of the battle-
fields and related sites by the National Park 
Service, other Federal, State, or local gov-
ernmental entities, or private and nonprofit 
organizations; and 

(6) identify cost estimates for any nec-
essary acquisition, development, interpreta-
tion, operation, and maintenance associated 
with the alternatives referred to in para-
graph (5). 

(c) CRITERIA.—The criteria for the study of 
areas for potential inclusion in the National 
Park System contained in section 8 of Public 
Law 91–383 (16 U.S.C. 1a–5) shall apply to the 
study under subsection (a). 

(d) TRANSMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later 
than three years after the date on which 
funds are first made available for the study 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Natural Resources 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
of the Senate a report containing— 

(1) the results of the study; and 
(2) any conclusions and recommendations 

of the Secretary. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in strong support of H.R. 376, 

introduced by the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT). This legislation 
would direct the National Park Service 
to conduct a study to determine how 
best to protect the sites related to the 
First and Second Battles of Newtonia, 
Missouri. 

Two Civil War battles were waged 
near Newtonia which lies in Newton 
County, Missouri. The first, on Sep-
tember 30, 1862, involved 4,000 Confed-
erate troops and 6,500 Union soldiers, 
and it is believed to be the only Civil 
War battle in which full American In-
dian units fought on both sides of the 
conflict. 

The Second Battle of Newtonia oc-
curred on October 28, 1864, and involved 

1,500 Union cavalry engaging a Confed-
erate Army returning from the unsuc-
cessful Missouri and Kansas Campaign 
of Confederate General Sterling Price. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend and 
congratulate my colleague, Mr. BLUNT, 
for this bill. A hearing was held on a 
nearly identical measure last Congress, 
and that bill eventually passed the 
House. We strongly support H.R. 376 
and urge its adoption by the House 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
376 introduced by the distinguished mi-
nority whip, Representative ROY BLUNT 
of Missouri. It would authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a spe-
cial resource study to determine the 
suitability of designating the First and 
Second Battles of Newtonia, Missouri, 
as a part of Wilson’s Creek National 
Battlefield or as a separate unit of the 
National Park System. 

I support this bill. I commend the 
leadership and persistence of Mr. 
BLUNT on this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to, at this time, 
yield to the sponsor of the bill, the mi-
nority whip, such time as he may con-
sume, Mr. BLUNT of Missouri. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding, and thank 
the subcommittee chairman and the 
committee for bringing this bill to the 
floor. 

The language we are discussing today 
is designed to authorize a study by the 
National Park Service to determine 
the feasibility of creating a new Civil 
War battlefield at Newtonia, Missouri, 
or bringing those battlefield lands 
under the management of the Wilson’s 
Creek National Battlefield near 
Springfield and also near the Newtonia 
battlefield site. 

This measure is a necessary first step 
to determine if this battlefield, as I be-
lieve it will, fits the criteria necessary 
for being preserved as part of the Na-
tional Park System. I believe the study 
will find that the two Civil War battles 
at Newtonia, like the Manassas Battle-
field south of where we are now, hold a 
unique place in American history and 
are worthy of protection in the Na-
tional Park Service system. 

Two important battles were fought 
at Newtonia during the Civil War, one 
in 1862, where large numbers of Amer-
ican Indian troops on the Confederate 
side and the Union side, actually 
fought each other in battle. It was the 
largest of the rare engagements where 
native Americans fought on both sides 
in the Civil War. My understanding is 
that this is the place where those 
troops actually fought each other. 

Two years later, in 1864, the last bat-
tle of the Civil War west of the Mis-
sissippi was fought at Newtonia as Con-
federate forces withdrew from Missouri 
after their defeat at Westport. Ten-
nessee, Missouri and Virginia had the 

most battles in the Civil War, and this 
was the final battle in our State. 

This legislation has really been 
strongly supported by the local com-
munity, as has the idea of preserving 
this battlefield. The Newtonia Battle-
fields Protection Association has 
spearheaded preservation efforts at 
Newtonia. In 2002, the association ac-
quired 11 acres of the battlefield, along 
with the Ritchey Mansion, which is on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places for around $300,000. A year later, 
I delivered a ceremonial check for 
about half of that from the American 
Battlefield Protection Program to re-
imburse the local group that had put 
this association together. 

The National Park Service rated the 
1864 battlefield as a Priority I for pres-
ervation and the 1862 site as a Priority 
II. These sites are largely similar. They 
overlap in some places, but they are 
right next to each other. 

A review by the National Park Serv-
ice found the 1964 battlefield faced a 
greater threat from development. The 
not-for-profit Newtonia Battlefields 
Protection Association was formed in 
1994 to work on funding to preserve the 
battlefields. In addition, the National 
Park Service has provided archae-
ological and historical surveys and as-
sessments of the battlefield. 

I think this study will answer the 
questions that need to be answered be-
fore any further steps are taken. I am 
grateful to the committee for bringing 
this legislation to the floor today. If 
this study is agreed to by both bodies, 
it might even be funded in this year’s 
appropriation process. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 376. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

‘‘COLUMBIA’’ SPACE SHUTTLE 
MEMORIAL STUDY ACT 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 807) to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to conduct a special resource 
study to determine the feasibility and 
suitability of establishing a memorial 
to the Space Shuttle Columbia in the 
State of Texas and for its inclusion as 
a unit of the National Park Service. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 807 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Columbia 
Space Shuttle Memorial Study Act’’. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:24 Mar 06, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A05MR7.009 H05MRPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-18T16:13:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




