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Perlmutter Shea-Porter Weiner Andrews Cooper Green, Al McCrery Renzi Towns
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to submit this statement for the
RECORD and regret that | could not be present
today, Wednesday, March 7, 2007 to vote on
rollcall vote Nos. 123, 124, 125 and 126 due
to a family medical matter.

Had | been present, | would have voted:

“Nay” on rolicall vote No. 123 on an amend-
ment to H.R. 569 to prohibit the bill’s author-
ization levels or other provisions from taking
effect if they would result in costs to the fed-
eral government;

“Aye” on rollcall vote No. 124 on the motion
to recommit H.R. 569 with instructions;

“Aye” on rollcall vote No. 125 on passage
of H.R. 569, the Water Quality Investment Act;

“Aye” on rollcall vote No. 126 on the sus-
pension of the rules and passage of H.R. 710,
the Charlie W. Norwood Living Organ Dona-
tion Act.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. RES. 202, PROVIDING FOR EX-
PENSES OF CERTAIN COMMIT-
TEES OF HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES IN 110TH CONGRESS

Mr. ARCURI, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 110-34) on the resolution (H.
Res. 219) providing for consideration of
the resolution (H. Res. 202) providing
for the expenses of certain committees
of the House of Representatives in the
One Hundred Tenth Congress, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

——
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, on Monday, March 5, and
Tuesday, March 6, I was detained be-
cause of my representation of the
United States House of Representatives
at a commemoration commemorating
the 50th year of independence of the
nation-state of Ghana.

If T had been present, on rollcall No.
122, H. Res. 140, supporting the goals of
International Women’s Day, I would
have voted ‘‘yea’; on rollcall No. 121,
H. Res. 89, honoring the life and
achievements of the late Dr. John
Garang de Mabior, I would have voted
“‘yea’’; rollcall vote No. 120, H.R. 497,
the Brigadier General Francis Marion
Memorial Act, I would have voted
“‘yea’; and rollcall No. 119, to amend
Public Law to extend the authorization
for establishing a memorial in the Dis-
trict of Columbia to honor veterans
who served in the Armed Forces, I
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

——
O 1730
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MATHESON). The Chair will entertain 1-
minute requests.
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COUEY GUILTY VERDICTS

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, earlier this after-
noon, justice was finally rendered in
the guilty verdicts in the kidnapping,
assault, rape and murder of Jessica
Lunsford. Jessica’s family lives in my
district, and the Nation’s sympathy
certainly went out to the Lunsford
family when Jessica went missing.

Today’s verdict obviously is one that
we hope that if Mr. Couey has a con-
science that he will not appeal this de-
cision. However, Americans must real-
ize that John Couey is one of thousands
of sexual predators around the Nation.
It is very sad, but parents in every
neighborhood and community should
remain vigilant in protecting their
children from strangers.

Certainly our hearts and prayers go
out to Mark, Archie and Ruth
Lunsford. I hope that the guilty verdict
today provides some closure for the
family and that they feel that justice
has been served.

We must also remember that Jessica
Lunsford was the emphasis behind the
Jessica Lunsford Act, which was signed
into law.

TWO-STATE SOLUTION IN THE
MIDDLE EAST

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, we had the
honor of listening to King Abdullah of
Jordan and his speech before. I must be
candid and say that I was somewhat
disappointed in some of the things that
he mentioned.

When he talked about the plan in Ri-
yvadh for two states living side by side,
we all, of course, hope for that, but the
plan in Riyadh forces Israel to go back
to the 1967 borders, which are indefen-
sible and is really a nonstarter.

If the Palestinians really want peace
in the region, then they know what
they have to do. They need to do three
things, and the Hamas government
needs to do three things. They need to
recognize the right of Israel to exist,
they need to abide by all previous
agreements signed by the Palestinians,
and they need to renounce terror and
violence.

I would have liked the King to have
said that. I think that would have been
most hopeful, but it is important that
all of us that want peace in the Middle
East work to the ultimate solution,
which is two states in peace, living side
by side, an Arab Palestinian state and
Jewish Israeli state, and it can only
happen if the Arabs recognize Israel’s
right to exist.
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PEACHCARE

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today, I rise again to address the
impending crisis threatening Georgia’s
PeachCare program.

In just 4 days, no new children will be
permitted to enroll. The program will
have a $131 million shortfall, and nei-
ther the State of Georgia nor the Con-
gress will have acted to save
PeachCare.

As Members of Congress, it is hard to
imagine our children being uninsured,
yet thousands of children in Georgia
face that harsh reality every day. That
is unacceptable. No child should be
without health care.

Congress and the State of Georgia
owe it to these children to ensure that
the PeachCare program survives.

——————

PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT PARDON
LIBBY

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day a jury here in Washington con-
victed Scooter Libby, the Vice Presi-
dent’s former chief of staff, of obstruc-
tion of justice, giving false statements
to the FBI and perjury. Libby’s attor-
neys say they will appeal. Meanwhile,
the White House remains silent about
whether or not the President will par-
don Mr. Libby.

From the very beginning, this case
has been about more than just Libby’s
attempts to lie to a Federal prosecutor.
As egregious as that is, and Mr. Libby
should be punished for it, perhaps even
worse are the revelations that came
out during this trial of how the Bush
administration operated when it came
to issues of national security.

Testimony from Libby’s trial shows
the great lengths the Bush administra-
tion was willing to go to silence oppo-
nents of the war. In the case of Valerie
Plame, the administration was more
than willing to out an intelligence op-
erative. It did not matter that they
may have been jeopardizing her life or
the lives of other intelligence agents
that she may have been working with.
All the administration cared about was
silencing a critic of the war.

President Bush should realize how se-
rious this case is and should state for
the record today that he will not par-
don Mr. Libby.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.
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