March 8, 2007

President Eisenhower awarded Captain An-
derson the Legion of Merit for “foresighted
planning, skilled seamanship and thorough
study of the Arctic Area.”

After he retired from the Navy, Anderson
was elected as a Democrat to Congress from
a district west of Nashville, a portion of which
| now have the honor of representing in this
chamber. During his tenure in Congress, from
1965-1973, he was a principled leader
unafraid of speaking up for what he felt was
right and questioning what he strongly felt
were abuses of power by some in Wash-
ington.

Madam Speaker, | hope you and our col-
leagues will join me in remembering a distin-
guished former Member of this House of Rep-
resentatives and a military hero, U.S. Navy
Captain William R. Anderson; thanking him for
his service to our nation; and expressing our
sympathy to his family for their great loss.

———
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Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to express my congratulations to the
South Ben Washington High School Panthers
who won the Class 4A girls’ basketball Indiana
State Championship. With an 84-64 victory on
March 3, 2007, the team captured its first
IHSAA title in school history.

In their quest towards this title, the Panthers
lost their first game of the season before win-
ning 28 consecutive contests. This also
marked the first girls’ basketball state title won
by a South Bend public school. En route to
their victory, the team broke nine state finals
records and combined with their opponent,
Columbus East, to break 16 finals records.

The South Bend Washington team con-
sisted of 14 tremendous young women, includ-
ing Seniors Cheneka Anderson, Lauren Ar-
chie, Katelyn Boocher, Ashley Varner, Sherice
White; Juniors Shalana Murray, Emily Phillips,
Meagan Phillips, and Vanessa Wiley; and
Sophomores Skylar Diggins, Rakeesha Lane,
Takola Larry, Alandrea Pfeifer-Nallon, and
Karis Phillips.

Also, | want to recognize the great leader-
ship of the team including Head Coach
Marilyn Coddens, who was assisted by Don
Coddens. | also want to acknowledge the work
of school administrators, Superintendent Rob-
ert Zimmerman, Principal George McCullough,
Jr., and Athletic Director Patrick Mackowiak,
as additional keys to success.

In conclusion, | commend the support given
by the community to this team. The athletic
department sold more than three thousand
tickets to the championship game while more
than eleven thousand people attended the
game in all. In a final show of appreciation,
more than two thousand supporters gathered
to welcome the team home after their victory,
a commendable example of community spirit
in support of the Panthers. Again, | offer my
congratulations to the members of the girls’
basketball team of South Bend Washington
High School on the Class 4A state champion-
ship.
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Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to offer a word of congratulations to the
girls’ basketball team of Oregon-Davis High
School who captured the Class 1A Indiana
state championship. Their 54-46 victory took
place on March 3, 2007 at Conseco Field-
house in Indianapolis.

The girls worked tirelessly throughout the
season, compiling an overall record of 25-3
and winning 19 straight games to end the sea-
son. En route to their first state championship
in school history, they also captured the North-
land Athletic Conference title with an
undefeated record in league play.

The Oregon-Davis team consisted of 19 tre-
mendous young women, including Seniors
Amber Boyle, Angela Boyle, Lien Ly; Juniors
Ji Yeon Kim, Sarah Konkey, Lauren Kuss;
Sophomores Maria Duncan, Nicole Mickow,
Aubrey Minix, Caley Savoie; and Freshmen

Kelly Gibson, Olivia Kuss, Nicole Meyer,
Gabrielle  Minix, Kelsey Minix, Brittnie
Rannells, Alivia Sims, Samantha Sims, and
Ariel Yung.

Throughout the year, the Bobcats were led
by supportive coaches and school officials.
Head Coach Terry Minix, an Oregon Davis
High School graduate himself, was assisted by
four other coaches, namely his wife Cheryl,
Andrea Hoppe, Candi Goble, and Will Coatie.
Also, we recognize the contributions of admin-
istrators such as  Superintendent  Bill
Rentschler, Principle Greg Briles, and Athletic
Director Will Hostrawser.

Finally, we should not overlook the popular
support for this Hamlet, Indiana school. With
an enrollment of only 224 students, the school
sold over eleven hundred tickets for the state
championship game, an example of strong
community spirit.

Again, | offer my congratulations to the
members of the girls’ basketball team of Or-
egon-Davis High School and their entire com-
munity for their accomplishments throughout
the season.

————
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KETBALL TEAMS
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Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, there
was certainly cause for celebration in eastern
North Carolina over the weekend as Elizabeth
City State University overcame seemingly long
odds as the seventh seeded Vikings won the
Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association
(CIAA) men’s basketball tournament and
earned a trip to the NCAA Division Il tour-
nament. ECSU’s 21-9 women’s basketball
team will also be heading to the NCAA Divi-
sion |l tournament as an at-large representa-
tive.

E489

The CIAA consists of 11 historically black
colleges and universities. It was established in
1912 and the CIAA is the nation’s oldest black
athletic conference. It is a conference rich in
history and heritage.

The Vikings overcame perennial conference
power and top-seed Virginia Union 63—60 after
losing to them in double overtime a week be-
fore. It marked the first time that ECSU coach
Shawn Waller, who was an all-conference
player at ECSU, beat VU as a coach or play-
er.

Led by third-year coach Tara Owns, the
Lady Vikings enter the tournament after a
strong regular season which ended with a
tough loss in the conference finals.

It is a great honor for me to recognize the
success and achievements of these out-
standing young men and women student-ath-
letes, their head coaches, and members of
their staff. Their hard work and dedication to
teamwork is something we are all proud of in
northeastern North Carolina. | ask my col-
leagues to rise and join me in paying tribute
to Elizabeth City State University’s basketball
teams.

————

HONORING REV. DENNIS M.
MOONEY

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2007

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Rev.
Dennis M. Mooney of St. Mark Parish in Bris-
tol, Pennsylvania for being named Grand Mar-
shal of the 19th annual Bucks County St. Pat-
rick’'s Day Parade. Father Mooney is the chap-
lain for all Bucks County divisions of the An-
cient Order of Hibernians and he is being rec-
ognized as Grand Marshal for his contributions
to the awareness of Irish culture and tradition.

Madam Speaker, all Bucks County residents
look forward to the St. Patrick’s Day Parade,
especially those celebrating their Irish herit-
age. Being named Grand Marshal is a tremen-
dous honor, reserved only for members of the
community who are highly respected and re-
vered. Father Mooney fits these criteria and as
a member of the St. Mark congregation, | am
proud to call Father Mooney my parish priest.

Father Mooney was born in the Kensington
section of Philadelphia and graduated from
Visitation B.V.M. School and Northeast Catho-
lic High School. He was ordained to the priest-
hood on May 21, 1977, with his first assign-
ment to St. Agnes Parish in West Chester,
Pennsylvania. After 11 years at St. Hugh of
Cluny Parish in West Kensington, Father
Mooney returned to St. Mark and the commu-
nity is better for it.

The 2007 parade, led by Father Mooney,
will be held Saturday, March 10 and will em-
brace the theme, “Ireland, Land of our Fa-
thers.” As always, the event will feature tradi-
tional Irish song and dance, the beauty and
grace of the culture brought to this country by
men and women from the Emerald Isle.
Madam Speaker, by holding this celebration,
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