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issuer has authorized that charge either in ad-
vance or at the time of a purchase.

And the bill would prohibit the use of “uni-
versal default” clauses—provisions that allow
card issuers to impose a new, higher interest
rate on a credit card account if there has been
any change for the worse in the cardholder’s
credit score—even if the change is unrelated
to the credit card account. Under “universal
default,” a card holder can be saddled with
such an increased rate not only for being late
on big-ticket items such as a car or a mort-
gage payment, but for something as relatively
minor as being late (even once) on some
other credit card, or a utility payment, carrying
too much debt overall, having “too much”
available credit and open trade lines, making
“too many” credit inquiries, or getting a new
mortgage or car loan.

The bill also would limit issuance of credit
cards to people under the age of 18. People
under that age applying for a credit card will
need one of three things—the signature of a
parent or guardian willing to take responsibility
for the applicant’s debts; information indicating
that the applicant has some other means of
repaying any debt; or a certification that the
applicant has completed a credit counseling
course by a qualified nonprofit budget and
credit counseling agency. These requirements
would apply to issuance of both regular credit
cards and college “affinity cards.”

And, finally, the bill increases the amounts
people injured by violations of the rules can
collect from card issuers.

Madam Speaker, this bill is similar to one |
introduced in the 109th Congress. It would
take some simple, common-sense steps to
stop abusive practices, educate cardholders,
and stiffen the penalties for violations. | think
it deserves to be enacted.

For the benefit of our colleagues, | am at-
taching an outline of the bill's provisions.

OUTLINE OF THE BILL

Section One provides a short title and table
of contents. The short title is “‘Credit Card
Accountability, Responsibility, and Disclo-
sure Act of 2007 or ‘Credit CARD Act of
2007’

Section Two authorizes the Federal Re-
serve’s Board of Governors to issue rules or
publish model forms to implement the bill
and the changes it makes in existing law

TITLE I

Title I amends the Truth in Lending Act re-
garding certain credit-card rates and fees.

Section 101 requires at least 15 days’ notice
of certain increases in interest rates and re-
quires card holders to be told of their right
to cancel an account before the increases
take effect.

Section 102 imposes a freeze on interest-
rate terms and fees applicable to accounts
closed or cancelled before a scheduled rate
ncrease.

Section 103 bars charging penalty fees for—
(1) on-time payments; (2) either full payment
of a balance owed or a payment larger than
the minimum required amount; or (3) non-
use of a card for any particular period of
time.

Section 104 bars imposing fees for a pur-
chase that exceeds a credit card’s limit if the
lender approves the charge in advance or at
the time the card holder makes the pur-
chase.

Section 105 bars ‘“‘universal default,” mean-
ing the practice of imposing a higher inter-
est rate on a credit card because of a change
in a cardholder’s credit score even if that
change is unrelated to the credit card ac-
count.
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TITLE IT

Title II amends the Truth in Lending Act’s
provisions regarding disclosures to card holders.

Section 201 specifies information that must
be provided regarding outstanding balances,
required monthly minimum payments, grace
periods for avoiding additional charges, and
the monthly payments needed to pay off the
balance in 36 months.

Section 202 requires that card holders be
told the date by which mailed payments
must be postmarked to avoid late fees,
whether (and by how much) interest rates
will be increased because of one or more late
payments, whether (and if so, where) a pay-
ment can be made in person and when it
must be made to avoid late fees (which must
be no sooner than one business day before
the payment is due).

TITLE IIT

Title 111 adds provisions to the Truth in Lend-
ing Act dealing with issuing credit cards to peo-
ple under age 18 and amends the Act’s provi-
sions regarding penalties.

Section 301 requires that a credit card can
be issued to someone under 18 only if the ap-
plication includes either (1) the signature of
a parent, legal guardian, spouse, or other
person willing and able to be jointly liable
for amounts charged on the card before the
card holder becomes 18; or (2) financial infor-
mation showing the applicant has enough
independent means to be able to repay
amounts charged on the card; or (3) proof
that the applicant has completed a credit-
counseling course by a nonprofit budget and
credit counseling agency meeting certain
specified requirements.

Section 302 allows borrowers injured by
violations of credit-card rules to collect in-
creased amounts from card issuers. Current
law says they can recover at least $200 but no
more than $2,000. This section would increase
that to at least $500 or twice the amount of
an improper finance charge (whichever is
higher), with an overall limit of $5,000 for
isolated violations or appropriately higher
amounts for established patterns or prac-
tices of violations.

Section 303 makes the rules specified in
section 301 for regular credit cards apply as
well to college ‘‘affinity cards’ (a card with
the logo or name of an institution of higher
education in addition to that of the lender)
issued to someone under age 18.

———

HONORING THE FAIR OAKS VOL-
UNTEER FIRE AND RESCUE COM-
PANY

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 9, 2007

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to pay tribute to the Fair Oaks
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company, FOVFR,
as it celebrates its 50th anniversary.

Since its inception in 1957, FOVFR has
achieved great success. Working alongside
career personnel, the company has provided
high quality fire, medical, emergency, and sup-
port services.

In my experiences with the company, | have
seen its unwavering dedication to the Fairfax
County community as well as its volunteers’
strong values of unity, performance and per-
sonalized delivery.

While FOVFR has admirably served the
Fairfax County community for 50 years, their
efforts in 2006 were especially notable. During
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the past year, volunteers spent 9,613 hours
actively responding to emergency situations.
Volunteer stand-by units supported the Marine
Corps Marathon, the Annual National Down
Syndrome Society’s Buddy Walk, various high
school band competitions and more.

Company statistics show a growing need for
FOVFR’s excellent services. Response levels
for basic life support, canteen and command
level services all were elevated last year, in
certain cases by as much as 30 percent. | am
confident that FOVFR will continue to rise to
the occasion to meet the needs of their local
community in the years to come.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank all the men and
women who serve in the Fair Oaks Fire and
Rescue Company. Their efforts, made on be-
half of the citizens of Fairfax County, are self-
less acts of heroism and truly merit our high-
est praise. | ask my colleagues to join me in
applauding this group of remarkable citizens
and congratulate them on their 50th anniver-
sary.

———

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
STATEMENT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 9, 2007

MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, On March 8, men and women
around the world celebrated International
Women’s Day. Women have certainly made
enormous strides but as we celebrate the re-
cent successes of women in leadership here
in the United States and abroad, we must not
forget the many women and girls who are
struggling to assert their human rights.

The reality is that women and girls continue
to suffer from discrimination and violence and
face enormous obstacles in their ability to suc-
ceed in any arena. The reality is that women
are still not equal to men.

Women work two-thirds of the world’s work-
ing hours and produce half of the world’s food,
yet earn only 1 percent of the world’s income,
and own less than 1 percent of the world’s
property.

Harmful traditional practices in many na-
tions, such as dowry murder, honor killings
and female genital mutilation continue without
signs of abatement. An estimated five thou-
sand women are murdered by family members
each year and 2 million girls and women a
year are at risk of female genital mutilation.

Trafficking has become a worldwide crisis
which involves between 1 and 2 million
women and children each year.

While many young women are taking ad-
vantage of increased opportunities and grad-
uating from higher education in record num-
bers, there are many girls around the world
whose choices are severely restricted because
of their gender. Girls in various countries face
severe violence, forced early marriage, and
dangerous childbirth.

Early marriage almost always ends formal
educational opportunities for girls and it is esti-
mated that in the next decade, 100 million
girls will be married before the age of 18. In
Africa, more than half of girls do not complete
primary school education. Due to early child-
birth and poor maternal healthcare, there are
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approximately 100,000 new cases of obstetric
fistula among young women every year.

Women around the world look to the United
States for leadership and assistance in ad-
vancing women’s rights in their communities.
We should be doing more to help them. In
recognition of this need, | plan to reintroduce
the International Women’s Freedom Act, which
is modeled after the successful International
Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (IRFA). IRFA
established the U.S. Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom, which over the
past 7 years, has drawn attention to the im-
portance of protecting religious freedom
around the world. The Commission’s annual
report and recommendations has had an im-
pact on the protection of human rights around
the world, with many of the Commission’s rec-
ommendations being taken up by the Presi-
dent, the Congress, and the State Depart-
ment.

The International Women’s Freedom Act
will, like IRFA, establish an office in the State
Department and a U.S. Commission, which
will focus on International Women’s Rights.
The Commission will draft an annual report on
violations of women’s human rights abroad
and the legislation will force the U.S. to con-
sider these violations when determining for-
eign policy.

There are many women who we salute on
International Women’s Day for breaking bar-
riers. But let us also acknowledge the women
who face hurdles which seem insurmountable.
Those women who live in desperate poverty,
who don’t have basic health care, and who
fear violence from their own family members
are the women we need to think about today.

As a superpower, as a country of compas-
sionate concerned citizens, as human beings;
let's commit ourselves to doing something
about the state of the world’s most vulnerable
women as we celebrate International Women’s
Day.

—————

THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF DEL NORTE
COUNTY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 9, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the 150th
anniversary of the County of Del Norte, the
very northwest corner of the 1st Congressional
District and the State of California.

Del Norte County features an extraordinary
landscape that includes majestic redwoods
and spectacular coastline. It is home to Red-
wood National and State Parks, the sparkling
waters of the wild and scenic Smith River and
the Smith River National Recreation Area. The
residents are extraordinary and rugged individ-
uals, who work hard and who value the very
special place in which they live.

The county was created by the California
Legislature in 1857, which transformed a por-
tion of former Klamath County, California, into
a new political entity known as Del Norte
County.

The Yurok and Tolowa peoples have called
the region home for thousands of years and
continue to play a vital role in the life of Del
Norte County. Their skills in woodworking and
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basketry were exceptional and form the basis
of a thriving cultural and artistic community.
The first timber mill was brought by ship to
Del Norte County in 1853, and over the next
100 plus years produced lumber that was
used to build the state and realize the dreams
of all Californians. The rich ocean environment
has created a dynamic fishing industry and the
mild climate and fertile fields of the Smith
River plain grow the Nation’s supply of Easter
lilies. The county is blessed with two historic
lighthouses, Battery Point and Point St.
George. The county seat of Crescent City has
the distinction of being the only city in the con-
tinental United States to be struck by a tsu-
nami wave, on March 28, 1964. Despite the
destruction of over 150 businesses, the hearty
character of local residents was on display
during the rapid reconstruction of the town,
earning the name, “Comeback Town USA”.
Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this
time that we recognize the County of Del
Norte on the occasion of their 150th anniver-
sary, and congratulate the residents of Del
Norte County on all that they have achieved.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO NILA SPEER

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 9, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and memory of Nila Speer, a
member of a pioneering Las Vegas family,
who passed away on February 19, 2007 at the
age of 87.

Throughout her 87 years, Mrs. Speer was a
dedicated member of the community and wit-
nessed the City of Las Vegas develop into a
major metropolitan area. Her civic commitment
was evident in the many community organiza-
tions in which she was involved. Among the
many organizations Nila was involved in were
the Beta Sigma Phi Sorority, of which she was
a charter member, and the Mesquite Club.

Nila influenced the lives of countless young
girls as director of the local Girl Scout Council
and as PTA President of Mayfair Elementary
School, Crestwood Elementary School and
John C. Fremont Junior High School. As a po-
litically active member of the community, Nila
campaigned for numerous candidates and was
most proud of her efforts for former Governor
and U.S. Senator Richard Bryan. In addition to
her civic work, Nila was also a devoted Sun-
day school teacher at the First Methodist
Church.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
life and memory of Nila Speer. Her dedication
to the community was commendable and the
Las Vegas community will miss this significant
resident.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DETECTIVE
JAMES METZLER

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, March 9, 2007
Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise

today to honor James Metzler, a devoted po-
lice officer for the Cleveland Police Depart-
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ment for 25 years. Mr. Metzler is an exemplar
for this community in his efforts to make
Cleveland a safer and more vibrant city.

Mr. Metzler was appointed to the Cleveland
Police Department on June 15, 1981. After
graduating from the police academy, Mr.
Metzler was assigned to Basic Patrol in the
Forth District. Detective Metzler's commitment
to his community shone through in his work,
as he ascended the ranks. He later joined the
First District Basic Patrol and eventually the
First District Detective Bureau, before being
dispatched to the Homicide Unit.

Police officers have the awesome responsi-
bility of maintaining peace and order within the
community. On a daily basis, they have to dis-
play courage and just decision-making.
Throughout his career, Detective Metzler em-
braced this responsibility. He led by example
and defined what it meant to wear a badge.
Detective Metzler personified integrity, hard
work, and dedication.

For 25 years, Detective Metzler served
Cleveland with distinction, with unyielding
pride, and with an abiding concern for the wel-
fare of our community. In an age that has
seen the disintegration of the community, De-
tective Metzler's unwavering commitment to
the fabric of Cleveland has left us safer,
healthier, and better equipped to face our
challenges.

Madame Speaker and colleagues, please
join me in honoring a true American hero, De-
tective James Metzler, and in celebrating his
life of serving others and striving to make
Cleveland a better place. We all owe a debt
of gratitude to James Metzler.

———

INTRODUCTION OF FEDERAL
LANDS RESTORATION, ENHANCE-
MENT, PUBLIC EDUCATION, AND
INFORMATION RESOURCES ACT

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 9, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, |
am today introducing a bill to provide addi-
tional resources for use by the Federal land-
managing agencies to restore lands damaged
as a result of improper activities and to pro-
mote public education about the use of the
Federal lands. My Colorado colleague, Rep-
resentative TANCREDO, is again cosponsoring
the legislation. | greatly appreciate his support.

The bill is based on one part of a bill intro-
duced by Representative TANCREDO that | co-
sponsored in the 108th and 109th Con-
gresses. Our purpose is to improve the ability
of the land-managing agencies—the Bureau of
Land Management, National Park Service, and
the Fish and Wildlife Service in the Interior
Department as well as the Forest Service in
the Agriculture Department—to adequately en-
force the rules that apply to uses of the lands
they manage.

In the 108th Congress, Mr. TANCREDO and |
worked with the Resources Committee’s
Chairman, Ranking Member, and other Mem-
bers, to develop a substitute that included a
number of improvements in the bill. The Re-
sources Committee approved that substitute,
which included provisions similar to those in
the bill | am introducing today. However, after
the Resources Committee completed its work,
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