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Whereas, in Afghanistan, Safia Ama Jan,
the former Director of Women’s Affairs, be-
came the first female assassinated since the
fall of the Taliban; and

Whereas March 8 of each year has been
known as ‘‘International Women’s Day’’ for
the last century, and is a day on which peo-
ple, often divided by ethnicity, language,
culture, and income, come together to cele-
brate a common struggle for women’s equal-
ity, justice, and peace: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals of ‘“‘International
Women’s Day’’;

(2) recognizes and honors the women in the
United States and in other countries who
have fought and continue to struggle for gen-
der equality and women’s rights;

(3) reaffirms its commitment to ending dis-
crimination and violence against women and
girls, to ensuring the safety and welfare of
women and girls, and to pursuing policies
that guarantee the basic rights of women
and girls both in the United States and in
other countries; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to observe International Women’s
Day with appropriate programs and activi-
ties.

———

COMMENDING THE KINGDOM OF
LESOTHO

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate now proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Res. 103, which was sub-
mitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 103) commending the
Kingdom of Lesotho on the occasion of Inter-
national Women’s Day, for the enactment of
a law to improve the status of married
women and ensure the access of married
women to property rights.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LUGAR. Madam President, I rise
today, International Women’s Day, in
support of this resolution celebrating
some of the progress that we and other
nations are making in fostering im-
provement in the status of women. The
resolution commends the Kingdom of
Lesotho for enacting the Legal Capac-
ity of Married Persons law which ele-
vates the status of married women and
provides them with property rights.
Prior to this law, married women in
Lesotho were considered legal minors,
denying them the right to enter into
binding contracts or have standing in
civil court.

International Women’s Day is a day
on which we reaffirm the commitment
to the struggle by women worldwide
for peace, justice, and equality before
the law. We also take this opportunity
to recognize how far we have come
since the first International Women’s
Day was celebrated in the TUnited
States in 1909 when American women
were still fighting for the right to vote
and a role in the political process.

Today we are able to celebrate the
many accomplishments by women
worldwide in the areas of health,
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science, education, and politics. In the
past year, we have seen the appoint-
ment of our first female Speaker of the
House, NANCY PELOSI. President Bush’s
cabinet now includes a record number
of women—Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of Edu-
cation Margaret Spellings, Secretary
of Labor Elaine Chao, and Secretary of
Transportation Mary Peters. Women
now comprise a record percentage of
the 110th Congress, including 16 sen-
ators and 71 representatives. Women
are gaining seats in parliaments world-
wide. For example, last November
Lateefa al-Qauod became the first
woman to be elected to Bahrain’s par-
liament and became one of the first
women to serve in an elected par-
liament in the Gulf region.

The U.S. is rededicating itself to im-
proving the status of women world-
wide. For example, the Millennium
Challenge Corporation announced a
new policy in December 2006 stating
that countries receiving financial as-
sistance would be responsible for exten-
sive planning to ensure that all pro-
grams benefit both men and women.
This required gender analysis would
factor in social, economic, and cultural
barriers faced by women and men when
engaging in economic activity and
would result in better-designed inter-
national development projects.

The Kingdom of Lesotho is a small
country surrounded by South Africa.
Lesotho faces serious challenges—50
percent of the population lives below
the poverty line and 23 percent of the
population is infected with HIV. Given
its commitment to good governance
and investment in its people, Lesotho
has qualified for financial assistance
through the Millennium Challenge Cor-
poration (MCC). MCC assistance is
pending the finalization of Lesotho’s
Compact which is expected to focus on
improving health care and water re-
source management.

The MCC helped catalyze the passage
of the Legal Capacity of Married Per-
sons law in Lesotho by stressing that
potential MCC financing would be more
effective if gender equity were ad-
dressed. Subsequently, Lesotho passed
the Legal Capacity of Married Persons
legislation. Under this new legislation,
women are considered equal partners in
marriage and are able to enter into
binding contracts and have a standing
in civil court. We applaud the Kingdom
of Lesotho for demonstrating such a
commitment to justice, equality, and
fighting corruption at every level.

The problems faced by women today
require a continuation of our commit-
ment to end them. International Wom-
en’s Day is a day for us to declare our
determination to advance the rights of
women worldwide, but also to recog-
nize the many accomplishments made
by women on a global scale.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
resolution be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 103

Whereas International Women’s Day, ob-
served on March 8 each year, has become a
day on which people come together to recog-
nize the accomplishments of women and to
reaffirm their commitment to continue the
struggle for equality, justice, and peace;

Whereas the Kingdom of Lesotho is a par-
liamentary constitutional monarchy that
has been an independent country since 1966;

Whereas Lesotho is a low income country
with a gross national income per capita of
$960 and 50 percent of the population lives
below the poverty line;

Whereas, in Lesotho, the HIV prevalence is
estimated at 23 percent for the total adult
population and 56 percent for pregnant
women between the ages of 25 and 29, and the
current average life expectancy at birth is
estimated to be 34.4 years;

Whereas the Kingdom of Lesotho, referred
to by some as the ‘“Kingdom in the SKky”’,
was a strong public supporter of the end of
apartheid in South Africa and the Govern-
ment of Lesotho granted political asylum to
a number of refugees from South Africa dur-
ing the apartheid era;

Whereas the Government of Lesotho has
demonstrated a strong commitment to rul-
ing justly, investing in people, ensuring eco-
nomic freedom, and controlling corruption;

Whereas the Government of Lesotho has
been named eligible by the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation (MCC) for a Compact of fi-
nancial assistance that, as currently pro-
posed, would strongly focus on improving
and safeguarding the health of the people of
Lesotho, in addition to supporting projects
for sustainable water resource management
and private sector development;

Whereas historically a married woman in
Lesotho was considered a legal minor during
the lifetime of her husband, was severely re-
stricted in economic activities, was unable
to enter into legally binding contracts with-
out her husband’s consent, and had no stand-
ing in civil court;

Whereas legislation elevating the legal sta-
tus of married women and providing prop-
erty and inheritance rights to women in Le-
sotho was introduced as early as 1992;

Whereas for years women’s groups, non-
governmental organizations, the Federation
of Women Lawyers, officials of the Govern-
ment of Lesotho, and others in Lesotho have
pushed for passage of legislation strength-
ening rights of married women;

Whereas in a letter to the Government of
Lesotho in September 2006, the chief execu-
tive officer of the MCC stated that gender in-
equality is a constraint on economic growth
and poverty reduction and is related to the
high prevalence of HIV/AIDS, and that inat-
tention to issues of gender inequality could
undermine the potential impact of the Com-
pact proposed to be entered into between the
MCC and the Government of Lesotho;

Whereas the Legal Capacity of Married
Persons Act was passed by the Parliament of
Lesotho and enacted into law in November
2006;

Whereas the MCC has already provided as-
sistance to further full and meaningful im-
plementation of the new law;

Whereas the MCC has promulgated and is
currently implementing a new gender policy
to integrate gender into all phases of the de-
velopment and implementation of the Com-
pact between the MCC and the Government
of Lesotho; and
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Whereas the MCC’s advocacy of gender eq-
uity played a supportive role in the enact-
ment of the Legal Capacity of Married Per-
sons Act in the Kingdom of Lesotho: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) acknowledges the observance of March
8, 2007, as International Women’s Day;

(2) applauds the enactment of the Legal
Capacity of Married Persons Act by the
Kingdom of Lesotho;

(3) lauds the Kingdom of Lesotho for dem-
onstrating its commitment to improve gen-
der equity;

(4) encourages the Kingdom of Lesotho to
continue its effort to ensure gender equity;
and

(56) commends the Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC) for developing and imple-
menting policies to advance gender equity in
the Kingdom of Lesotho and other countries
eligible for financial assistance from the
MCC.

———

DESIGNATING THE UNITED
STATES COURTHOUSE AT SOUTH
FEDERAL PLACE IN SANTA FE,
NEW MEXICO, AS THE
“SANTIAGO E. CAMPOS UNITED
STATES COURTHOUSE”

DESIGNATING THE FEDERAL
BUILDING  LOCATED AT 400
MARYLAND AVENUE SOUTHWEST
IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

AS THE “LYNDON BAINES JOHN-
SON DEPARTMENT OF EDU-
CATION BUILDING”

DESIGNATING THE UNITED

STATES COURTHOUSE LOCATED
AT 555 INDEPENDENCE STREET
IN CAPE GIRARDEAU, MISSOURI,
AS THE “RUSH HUDSON
LIMBAUGH, SR. UNITED STATES
COURTHOUSE”

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed en bloc to the consider-
ation of the following two bills which
have been received from the House and
are at the desk: H.R. 544 and H.R. 584;
that the Environment and Public
Works Committee be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 342, and
that the Senate then proceed to its
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will state the bills by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 544) to designate the U.S.
Courthouse at South Federal Place in Santa
Fe, New Mexico, as the ‘“‘Santiago E. Campos
United States Courthouse. ¢

A bill (H.R. 584) to designate the federal
building located at 400 Maryland Avenue
Southwest in the District of Columbia as the
“Lyndon Baines Johnson Department of
Education Building.”’

A bill (H.R. 342) to designate the TU.S.
Courthouse located at 555 Independence
Street in Cape Girardeau, MO, as the ‘“‘Rush
Hudson Limbaugh, Sr. United States Court-
house.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bills, en bloc.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
rise today to support H.R. 584, a bill to
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name the Department of Education
headquarters in Washington, DC, as the
Lyndon Baines Johnson Federal Build-
ing. I am the Senate sponsor of the bill,
and Senator CORNYN is the cosponsor.

Lyndon Johnson was the first Presi-
dent to be elected from the State of
Texas, and a man, who throughout his
over three decades in public life, con-
tributed immensely to improving and
enhancing education for all Americans.

President Johnson was born in
Stonewall, TX on August 27, 1908. After
graduating from high school, and
spending a year as an elevator oper-
ator, he began his career in the field of
education. In 1927, he borrowed $75, and
started attending the Southwest Texas
State Teachers College in San Marcos.

After graduating in 1930, he devoted a
yvear to teaching mostly Mexican chil-
dren at the Welhausen School in
Cotulla, ninety miles south of San An-
tonio. Decades later, when he was in
the White House, President Johnson
reminisced: ‘I shall never forget the
faces of the boys and the girls in that
little Welhausen Mexican School, and I
remember even yet the pain of real-
izing and knowing then that college
was closed to practically every one of
those children because they were too
poor. And I think it was then that I
made up my mind that this Nation
could never rest while the door to
knowledge remained closed to any
American.”

Lyndon Baines Johnson never did
rest—and after serving as a teacher, a
principal, and as head of the Texas Na-
tional Youth Administration, in 1937,
he ran for, and won, a seat in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

He was subsequently re-elected to the
U.S. House in every election up until
1948, when he was elected to the United
States Senate. Later, in 1961, he re-
signed from the U.S. Senate to become
Vice President; and on November 22,
1963, a date that none of us will ever
forget, Lyndon Johnson became the
36th President of the United States.

In 1965, President Johnson signed two
landmark education bills: The Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act
(which authorized the first real Federal
assistance to grade school education)
and The Higher Education Act (which
funded scholarships to undergraduate
students).

In the same year, President Johnson
launched Project Head Start as an
eight-week summer program to provide
preschool children from low-income
families with a comprehensive program
to meet their emotional, social, health,
nutritional, and psychological needs.

During his six-year presidency, Lyn-
don B. Johnson signed a combined
total of over 60 education bills. In a
very real sense, he was America’s first
‘“Education President.”

After leaving office, President John-
son continued his involvement in edu-
cation by teaching students while he
wrote his memoirs.

President Johnson passed away on
January 22, 1973, and even though it’s
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been 34 years since his passing, he still
doesn’t have a Federal building in the
District of Columbia named after him.

I believe it is time that President
Johnson’s distinguished service, and
particularly, his outstanding work on
behalf of education, be recognized in
our Nation’s capital.

Naming the Department of Education
headquarters in Washington, DC, as the
Lyndon Baines Johnson Federal Build-
ing is a fitting honor for this
smalltown Texas teacher who, after
decades of service, went on to become
our ‘‘Education President.”

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
bills be read the third time, passed, the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, en bloc; that the consideration of
these items appear separately in the
RECORD, and that any statements
thereon be printed in the RECORD as if
read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bills (H.R. 544, H.R. 584, and H.R.
342) were ordered to be engrossed for a
third reading, read the third time, and
passed.

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 12,
2007

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it stand adjourned until 2:30
p.m. Monday, March 12; that on Mon-
day following the prayer and the
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed to have expired, and the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day; that there then be
a period of morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PROGRAM

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. On behalf of the
leader, I remind Members that on Mon-
day, March 12, there will be no rollcall
votes, as has been previously an-
nounced.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MARCH 12, 2007, AT 2:30 P.M.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, if there is no further business to
come before the Senate today, and the
Republican leader has no further busi-
ness, I now ask unanimous consent
that the Senate stand adjourned under
the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 1:11 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
March 12, 2007, at 2:30 p.m.
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