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Youngblood of Mesa, Arizona, who was killed
on February 18, 2007 after being shot by a
sniper in Ramadi, Irag. Kelly risked everything
in a fight to bring democracy to people half-
way around the world.

Kelly represented the best that the United
States of America has to offer. After grad-
uating from McClintock High School in Tempe,
Arizona, Kelly set his sights on military serv-
ice. While only 19 years old, he was aware of
all of the potential dangers associated with his
service. Yet, despite his young age, a sense
of duty called him to enlist. It had been Kelly’s
lifelong dream to serve his country and shortly
after his 18th birthday he achieved his dream
by enlisting in the Army. Following basic train-
ing Kelly was sent to Iraq as a member of the
3rd Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment, 1st Bri-
gade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division. He
left behind his mother Kristen and sister
Melaney of Mesa, Arizona, his grandparents,
Charley and Jean Herrold of Westville, Indiana
and many friends around the country. | stand
here today to express my gratitude to Kelly
and his loved ones for their sacrifice.

Today, | join Kelly’s family and friends in
mourning his death. While we struggle to
come to terms with our sorrow over this loss,
we can take pride in his example and joy in
our memory of his life. Kelly served bravely as
a soldier working to bring freedom to the peo-
ple of Irag. His courage and strength of char-
acter will provide an example for future gen-
erations and his memory will continue to bring
comfort to his loved ones in their time of grief.

Kelly was known as a loving and kind young
man with an excellent sense of humor. His
grandmother told the local newspaper, “That
kid was so much fun. He made jokes out of
everything. He’s going to be sorely missed.”
Today and always Kelly will be remembered
by family members, friends, and fellow Hoo-
siers as a true American hero. We honor the
life he laid down in service to his country.

As | search for words to do justice in hon-
oring Kelly’'s sacrifice, | am reminded of a
speech by General Douglas MacArthur to a
graduating class at West Point. “The soldier
above all other people prays for peace, for he
must suffer and bear the deepest wounds and
scars of war.” Kelly’s grandparents remember
his last Christmas, when he worshiped at
Westville United Methodist Church. As a sol-
dier about to enter combat we can be assured
that Kelly prayed for peace in Iraq, for his fel-
low soldiers and for his country he left behind.
We too will continue this prayer in Kelly’'s
memory and will continue his fight to bring
peace around the world.

It is my sad duty to enter the name of Kelly
Youngblood into the official record of the
United States House of Representatives for
his service to this country and for his sacrifice
in the name of freedom, democracy and
peace. When we think of this cause in which
we are engaged and the pain that the loss of
our heroes brings, | hope that the memory of
Kelly and others like him will bring some sol-
ace in our grief and some hope for our future.

May God grant peace to those who mourn
and strength to those who continue to fight
and may God be with all of you, as | know he
is with Kelly.
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Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, today | rise
in partnership with my distinguished Foreign
Affairs Committee Ranking Member, Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN of Florida, to introduce a very signifi-
cant piece of legislation, the “Senator Paul
Simon Study Abroad Foundation Act.” This
measure will create a new government cor-
poration with an annual budget of $80 mil-
lion—authorized for 10 years—to dramatically
increase the number of non-traditional U.S.
students studying abroad in non-traditional
destinations.

This bill will a provide significant long-term
boost to our effort to prevail in the global war
against terrorism. It will do so by dramatically
increasing foreign understanding of the endur-
ing strength and value of America’s demo-
cratic culture by exposing foreign students and
their families to one million of our best and
most authentic diplomats, our American stu-
dents. It will also vastly increase the talent
pool of young Americans with foreign cultural
experience and language knowledge to sup-
port our foreign affairs agencies, U.S. global
NGOs and U.S. global corporations.

The bill responds to a landmark Congres-
sionally commissioned November 2005 study
entitled, “Global Competence and National
Needs”, authored by the Commission on the
Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship
Program, which proposed “. . . a broad vision
for the U.S.: send one million students to
study abroad within a decade.” The idea be-
hind this vision, as articulated in the study,
was that “making study abroad the norm and
not the exception can position this and other
future generations for success in the world
much as the establishment of the land-grant
university system and enactment of the Gl Bill
helped create the ‘American Century’.” The
Lincoln Commission which was headed up by
former AID Administrator Mr. Peter McPherson
and included my colleagues, Ms. SLAUGHTER
from New York and Mr. KIRK from lllinois, was
established by Congress in 2004 at the urging
of Senator Paul Simon who tirelessly advo-
cated for this agenda.

Madam Speaker, | believe this is an incred-
ibly important legislative initiative. If enacted it
will democratize study abroad in the way that
the Gl bill democratized higher education.
Today, many American college students still
face financial and institutional impediments to
study abroad. The Senator Paul Simon Act
and the Foundation it creates will tear down
these barriers and make foreign study a nor-
mal rather than an exceptional part of an
American college education.

Today our Nation faces a deficit of cultural
knowledge that is a clear impediment to our
effort to prevail in the global war on terrorism
and to keep America competitive in a global
economy. Our foreign affairs agencies are
struggling mightily to find recruits who have
firsthand understanding of critical cultures and
languages such as Arabic, Chinese, Pashto,
and Dari. The Senator Paul Simon Act will
rectify this by vastly expanding the talent pool
of young Americans with global skills.
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| urge my colleagues to join this important
effort by supporting this legislation.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 720, WATER QUALITY FI-
NANCING ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, March 9, 2007

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to voice my pleasure and support of the pas-
sage of H.R. 720, the Water Quality Financing
Act. | would also like to pay tribute to Chair-
man OBERSTAR for his efforts in reauthorizing
this program for the first time in 13 years.
Chairman OBERSTAR is a dear friend of mine
and he has been one of my greatest partners
in our efforts to clean the Nation’s waters.

Under President Bush’s proposed fiscal year
(FY) 2008 budget, the Clean Water State Re-
volving Loan Fund is facing a $16 million cut.
H.R. 720, of which | am a proud cosponsor,
would authorize $14 billion for the Clean
Water State Revolving Loan Fund over the
next 4 years, providing communities with the
financial means to construct municipal waste-
water treatment plants. In recent years, Michi-
gan has seen over 1,000 separate sewer
overflows, totaling over 20 billion gallons of
spilled sewage. Funding through the Clean
Water State Revolving Load Fund is crucial to
preventing further such disasters in Michigan.

Since Congress passed the Clean Water
Act, the Federal government has provided
more than $82 billion for wastewater assist-
ance which led to tremendous improvements
in our wastewater infrastructure. However, this
infrastructure is starting to deteriorate, leading
to sewage and untreated waste flowing into
our rivers and lakes and leaking onto our
roads and even into our basements. It has
been estimated by the EPA that each year,
overflows from sewer systems discharge
about 850 billion gallons of wastewater and
storm water containing untreated waste, toxic
debris, and other pollutants into the environ-
ment.

The Republican leadership allowed the
Clean Water State Revolving Fund to expire in
1994 and has failed to reauthorize it because
of their objection to the Davis-Bacon prevailing
wage law. Furthermore, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle have cut funding by 34
percent. Unfortunately the Republican-con-
trolled Congress has not been our only barrier;
the Bush Administration has also repeatedly
tried to obstruct clean water programs. In fact
this week the White House issued a State-
ment of Administration policy conveying the
President’s opposition to H.R. 569 and H.R.
700, describing the bills as “excessive” and
“unrealistic in the current fiscal environment”
respectively. We have watched these setbacks
to our clean water programs for far too long.
| urge the Senate to pass these bills and show
this Administration that the Congress will not
let our waters be neglected any longer.
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