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global status of women through service and
advocacy.

Margarita enjoys spending time with her
family. She is a loving wife to husband Vince
and proud mother to two children, Natasha
and Vince.

Ms. Campos’ devotion to her career and her
long-time commitment to the prosperity of our
community serves as a true inspiration to us
all. I ask all Members of Congress to join me
today in honoring an extraordinary woman of
California’s 29th Congressional District.

———

RECOGNIZING INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S DAY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker. | rise today
to recognize International Women’s Day and
to enter into the RECORD an article by Edith M.
Lederer appearing today in the Washington
Post, entitled “U.N. Seeks End to Violence
Against Girls.”

Throughout the world, violence against
women appears to be acceptable. According
to a 1997 World Health Organization study, in
her lifetime, one in five women will be a victim
of rape or an attempted rape. A separate 2003
report has shown that 147 women are raped
every day in South Africa. According to the
same study, in the U.S. a woman is raped
every 90 seconds.

Darfur presents one of the most extreme ex-
amples of violence against women in the
world. Currently, rape is used systematically
against women in this region of Sudan. While
it is impossible to know exactly how many
women have been victims of sexual violence
since the armed conflict began; however, it is
believed that thousands of women have been
raped, many multiple times. The devastating
effects of rape are ever lasting. Victims are
pariahs in their families and their communities.
Women, in the Sudan, and in many places
throughout the world cannot file complaints
against their attackers because no one cares
or takes the time to listen.

Sexual violence against women is not lim-
ited to the Sudan. Since the conflict in Cote
d’lvoire began in 2002, thousands of women
and girls have become victims of widespread,
systematic rape committed by combatant
forces or their civilian allies. Many women
have been sexually tortured, gang-raped or
abducted and reduced to sexual slavery by
combatants. These women have little recourse
or access to health care, counseling or other
support services.

The single most important factor that allows
violence against women to persist, whether in
times of peace or war, is the fact that those
who attack and rape women know that they
can get away with it. | support International
Women’s Day and its efforts to bring much
needed attention to this critical issue.

[From the Associated Press, Mar. 8, 2007]
U.N. SEEKS END TO VIOLENCE AGAINST GIRLS
(By Edith M. Lederer)

UNITED NATIONS.—On the eve of Inter-
national Women’s Day, the U.N. Security
Council called Wednesday for an end to the
“‘pervasive violence’” against girls and
women during armed conflicts and demanded
that the perpetrators be punished.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

The council reiterated ‘‘its utmost con-
demnation” of the killing, maiming, sexual
abuse, abduction and trafficking of girls and
women and called on all warring parties to
protect them, especially from rape and other
forms of sexual violence.

In a presidential statement read at a for-
mal meeting, the council emphasized the re-
sponsibility of all 192 U.N. member states
‘“to put an end to impunity and to prosecute
those responsible for genocide, crimes
against humanity, and war crimes including
those relating to sexual and other violence
against women and girls.”

The theme of International Women’s Day
on Thursday and the two-week meeting of
the Commission on the Status of Women
that ends Friday is discrimination and vio-
lence against girls—and ending the impunity
for perpetrators.

Rachel Mayanja, the special adviser to
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on gender
issues and the advancement of women, told a
news conference that girls and women are
subjected to violence every day in every
country—and the violence ‘‘transcends poli-
tics, culture and religion, race, class, income
and age.

“In order to eliminate violence against
women and girls, we must take swift and
concerted action to eradicate all forms of
discrimination against them, and ensure
women’s equality with men,”’ she said.

Noeleen Heyzer, executive director of the
U.N. Development Fund for Women, said the
U.N. Trust Fund to End Violence Against
Women has granted more than $13 million to
more than 230 initiatives in more than 100
countries over the last 10 years and dem-
onstrated ‘‘that ending violence against
women is possible.”’

“It is a pandemic that can be stopped . . .
given the necessary political will and re-
sources,’”’ she said.

Heyzer said currently 89 countries have
legislative provisions on domestic violence,
104 countries have made marital rape a
crime, 90 countries have provisions against
sexual harassment, and 93 states prohibit
trafficking of women and men.

The number of countries adopting legisla-
tion against violence is growing, she said,
but implementation of the laws ‘‘is often in-
sufficient.”

Heyzer urged ‘‘a real increase in resources
if we are to end impunity,” including nearly
tripling the trust fund’s annual budget from
the current $3.5 million to $10 million.

In Wednesday’s statement, the Security
Council also urged the secretary-general to
appoint more women as top envoys in U.N.
peacekeeping and peace-building missions, in
decision-making positions in U.N. field oper-
ations, and especially among military ob-
servers, civilian police, human rights and hu-
manitarian staff.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2007

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, | was ab-
sent on Monday, March 12 for personal rea-
sons. Had | been present for votes, | would
have voted “yea” on each of the three votes
taken: H.R. 85, H. Res. 136, and H. Res. 89.

E531

FIRST CLASS NAVY DIVER TIM-
OTHY ALEXANDER, THE NAVY
SEA SYSTEMS SAILOR OF THE
YEAR

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2007

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, | am ex-
tremely proud to rise today in honor of First
Class Navy Diver Timothy Alexander of Mid-
dletown, Ohio. On March 9, 2007 First Class
Navy Diver Alexander was awarded the Navy
Sea Systems Command Sailor of the Year
Award.

The Sailor of the Year Award program
began 29 years ago in order to recognize the
top enlisted sailors in the United States Navy.
The program provides recognition to out-
standing sailors through numerous presen-
tations, awards, and meritorious advancement
to the next pay grade. Sailors are judged on
their performance for the past twelve months;
performance over the course of their career to
date; and off-duty education, civic involvement
and awards earned. Additionally, a selection
board of four Command Master Chiefs ques-
tion the finalists concerning Navy policies, eth-
ics, guiding principles, and leadership. Fol-
lowing this long process, First Class Navy
Diver Alexander was chosen as the Navy Sea
Systems Command Sailor of the Year.

First Class Navy Diver Alexander enlisted in
the United States Navy on June 12, 1991.
Since his date of enlistment, Mr. Alexander
has proudly served our Nation and protected
our interests throughout the world. In June of
1992, he was a vital member of the salvage
team that prevented the USS Ingersoll from
sinking in the Straits of Malacca. In November
of 1999, as an experimental diver, he volun-
teered for numerous experimental dives and
was the lead technician on a groundbreaking
chemical re-breather, which has been instru-
mental to seal operators’ safety and mission
success. In January of 2002 he completed
several classified missions in support of Oper-
ations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.
These are only a few examples of many brave
actions taken by Mr. Alexander throughout his
long and accomplished naval career.

First Class Diver Tim Alexander is a testa-
ment to the great commitment and courage of
all volunteer military. He has worked hard to
further his education and training, and his ef-
forts have been rewarded in being named the
Navy Sea Systems Command Sailor of the
Year. | consider it an honor to represent him
in Congress.

————

HONORING MONSIGNOR JOHN
BRENKLE, HELAINE KATZ, AND
MARIANNA DEWITT SCHMIDT

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize three resi-
dents of St. Helena, CA. who were vital to the
foundation and success of our Boys and Girls
Club of my hometown. These three made vast
contributions of time and energy to get the
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