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year. They need Congress to act immediately
to ensure funding.

| urge my colleagues to show our compas-
sion for America’s children, to demonstrate
that we will not tolerate the scourge of
uninsurance. | urge you to vote to extend
funding for SCHIP.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIMOTHY WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, | would
like to submit to the record that my vote on H.
Res. 228, Recognizing the 186th anniversary
of the independence of Greece and cele-
brating Greek and American Democracy, was
not recorded yesterday. May the record show
that | would have voted “yea” on H. Res. 228.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT OF THE
HOUSE FOR THE GOOD FRIDAY
AGREEMENT

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 13, 2007

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Res. 222, the Good Friday
Agreement for Northern Ireland. .

The United States stands committed to a
peaceful resolution of the conflict which has
plagued Northern Ireland for the past quarter
century. The last twelve months have indeed
seen historic developments which have raised
hopes that at long last the parties to the con-
flict in Northern Ireland are working together to
forge reconciliation.

Today, | strongly support H. Res. 222, to
show strong support for the 1998 Good Friday
Agreement as the blueprint for a lasting peace
in Northern Ireland. The measure continues to
support the St. Andrews Agreement of Octo-
ber 2006 and commends British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair and Irish Taoiseach Bertie
Ahern for their leadership and persistence in
seeking a peaceful resolution in Northern Ire-
land.

Mr. Speaker, we must continue to advocate
for the achievement of peace, justice, human
rights and political stability in Northern Ireland.
That is why | urge my colleagues to support
H. Res. 222.

——————

RECOGNIZING A TRADITION OF
LEADERSHIP IN THE GUAM COM-
MUNITY

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the late Jesus S. Leon
Guerrero’s legacy of leadership that was car-
ried on with distinction by his son, the late An-
thony A. Leon Guerrero, and that now con-
tinues with his daughter, Ms. Lourdes A. Leon
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Guerrero, who follows her father and her
brother as President, Chief Executive Officer,
and Chairman of the Board of the Bank of
Guam. Ms. Leon Guerrero has served in this
capacity since March 31, 2006, and though
her service at the helm of the Bank of Guam
has been brief, she carries forward the vision-
ary and dedicated leadership and work ethic
which have been the hallmarks of the Bank of
Guam since its establishment 35 years ago.
These hallmarks have consistently character-
ized the leaders and the employees of the
Bank of Guam since its chartering on March
13, 1972 and have given rise to the Bank’s
reputation as one of the leading and most suc-
cessful financial institutions in the Pacific. Last
year, the Bank was named by the Guam
Chamber of Commerce as Business Laureate
of the Year and was enrolled into the Guam
Business Hall of Fame. Today, the leadership
of the late Mr. Jesus S. Leon Guerrero and
the Bank of Guam’s service to our community
continues to be celebrated and recognized by
the people of Guam.

After working for the Bank of America for
many years, Jesus struck out on his own in
1972 to charter a new and locally-organized
bank for our island community—an endeavor
that seemed nearly impossible at the time. But
Jesus never gave up and his confidence in the
future of Guam and in the people of our island
never wavered. It was his vision, his drive,
and his confidence that led to the chartering of
a community bank for the people of Guam.

Upon Jesus’s death in 2002, his son An-
thony took the reins of leadership at the Bank
of Guam. During that same year, Guam was
hit by Typhoon Chata’an in July, a powerful
earthquake in October, and Supertyphoon
Pongsona in December. Still grieving, Anthony
rose to the occasion and proved himself a
worthy successor of his father. Anthony met
and conquered every challenge except one:
he lost his battle against cancer in 2004. Je-
sus’s daughter Lourdes was called to assume
the mantle of leadership of the Bank. A leader
in her own right, as a Senator in the Guam
Legislature for several terms, Lourdes did not
hesitate and the transfer of the Bank’s leader-
ship was seamless and unfaltering.

The Bank of Guam has grown over the past
35 years in meeting the banking, financing,
and insurance needs of the people of Guam
and the greater Micronesia region. Today, the
Bank of Guam, a publicly-traded company,
has a presence on nearly every island in the
region and in San Francisco, California. Such
is the legacy of Jesus S. and Anthony A. Leon
Guerrero and the challenge for Lourdes A.
Leon Guerrero, the officers and employees of
the Bank of Guam. We are confident that the
leadership and the employees of the Bank of
Guam will continue to meet these challenges.

TRIBUTE TO NEGRO BASEBALL
LEAGUE

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 14, 2007
Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, | rise to express my profound re-
spect and admiration to all the members of the
Negro Baseball League. These athletes con-
tributed greatly to the sport of baseball and to
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our nation. African American baseball players
were an important part of breaking down bar-
riers, reducing prejudice, and moving the
country towards integration, fairness, and
equality. And because of their talent and de-
termination, Major League Baseball finally in-
tegrated in 1959, 40 years after the formation
of the Negro Baseball League.

While the 4th District was never home to an
official Negro baseball team designated by the
Negro League, which began in 1920, it was
home to the St. Paul Gophers. The team was
formed in 1907, long before the official Negro
League was created, and with the likes of
Bobby Marshall, a stand-out at the University
of Minnesota in three sports, they went on to
win the unofficial championship in 1909
against the Chicago Leland Giants. Minnesota
was also home to Minneapolis Keystones, an
all-black men’s team that also played in the
early 1900’s and, in 1944, the Minneapolis
Millerettes, a member of All-American Girls
Baseball League. Even though these teams
played for only a short time, they remain an
important part of the history of our state and
a testament to the value of inclusion in our
communities.

| am proud to support for H. Res. 162 and
to recognize the enormous achievements by
African American athletes throughout our Na-
tion’s history.

————

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS MADE BY THE NURSING
PROFESSION

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Mr. LOEBSACK. Madam Speaker, | call at-
tention to the important and essential role that
nurses play in providing quality heath care
across our Nation. Nurses are the health pro-
fessionals involved on the front lines of caring
for Americans. Our Nation’s health care sys-
tem is complex and every day people with all
types of needs are served by legions of car-
ing, qualified and professional nurses. They
are integral to our Nation’s heath care delivery
system.

| believe every person can remember an ex-
perience when someone they loved needed
heath care and a nurse was the first person
by their side providing care and comfort. We
all know someone who works in the field of
nursing and the commitment they make to
their profession, despite extraordinary chal-
lenges everyday.

The Nurse in Washington Internship pro-
gram has brought more than 100 representa-
tives of this noble field to our Nation’s Capitol
this week to give voice to their needs and ex-
perience. They see more of our constituents
and care for more of our children then we will
ever meet and we should listen and respect
their views.

An adequate supply of nurses is essential to
ensuring that all people receive quality care
and that our Nation’s public health infrastruc-
ture has the professionals necessary to re-
spond to natural and manmade disasters. The
Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) projects that today’s 10 percent va-
cancy rate in registered nurses will grow to 36
percent by 2020, representing more than one
million unfilled jobs.
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Additional Congressional leadership, ongo-
ing support and federal funding is necessary
to ensure that the nation has an adequate
supply of nurses to care for the patients of
today and tomorrow.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Mr. WELLER of lllinois. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to enter into the RECORD votes |
would have cast had | been present on the
legislative days of March 12th and March 13th
for rollcall votes 136 through 141.

If | were present | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall vote 136, “yea” on rollcall vote 137,
“yea” on rollcall vote 138, “yea” on rollcall
vote 139, “yea” on rollcall vote 140, and “yea”
on rollcall vote 141.

IN HONOR OF PHILLIP CONNELLY
HON. ALBIO SIRES

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Phillip Connelly for his service to thou-
sands of professors and students as well as
for his years in the Navy and in public service.
Mr. Connelly is also an outstanding represent-
ative of the Irish-American community of the
city of Bayonne.

Phillip Connelly is vice president of Adminis-
tration and Finance at Kean University in
Union, NJ. Mr. Connelly is responsible for mul-
tiple vital departments of the university that as-
sist in the learning and welfare of 13,000 stu-
dents and 12,000 employees.

Mr. Connelly spent most of his professional
career as a dedicated public servant. For 7
years, Mr. Connelly was the business adminis-
trator of the city of Elizabeth, the fourth largest
municipality in the State. His experience in
public service was acquired early on as ac-
countant for the city of Bayonne. Mr. Connelly
was promoted to assistant and business ad-
ministrator. During that time, Mr. Connelly was
elected to the Hudson County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, where he served for 3 years.

Phillip Connelly traces his Irish heritage to
County Fermanagh where both his mother and
grandmother were born. Mr. Connelly is
known as being dedicated and loyal. For his
contributions to the Irish-American community
he is being honored with the “Friends of Brian
Boru 2007 Man of the Year Award.”

Let us honor this accomplished native and
resident of Bayonne, and join me in congratu-
lating his wife Maryann and son Patrick for the
distinction bestowed upon this outstanding
New Jersey family.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE
MICROBICIDE DEVELOPMENT ACT

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
today, on International Women’s Day and as
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we prepare to recognize National Women and
Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day on March
10th, | am proud to introduce the Microbicide
Development Act. This legislation will advance
and accelerate efforts to develop an effective
microbicide product to protect against HIV in-
fection. While the primary users of
microbicides will be women, an effective
microbicide would also make significant con-
tributions to the reduction of HIV infections
among men and among infants.

The Microbicide Development Act will bol-
ster and coordinate microbicide research and
development programs at the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH), the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID), and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC). Specifically, this legislation would es-
tablish for the first time a clearly-defined
branch dedicated to microbicide research and
development at the NIH and require the devel-
opment of a strategic plan to expedite re-
search.

In the 25 years of the HIV/AIDS pandemic,
more than 25 million people have died from
HIV/AIDS. Among persons aged 15 to 59,
HIV/AIDS is the leading cause of death world-
wide. With nearly 40 million people living with
HIV/AIDS worldwide and more than 4 million
new HIV infections in 2006 alone, HIV/AIDS
continues to be a major global health problem,
threatening the economic, social, and political
stability of many nations.

Unfortunately, there is today no cure for HIV
or AIDS and no magic bullet for prevention. In
the global fight against HIV/AIDS, scientists
have stressed the need for a comprehensive
approach that includes care and treatment for
individuals already infected as well as a range
of prevention strategies to stop further spread
of the disease. Microbicides represent a crit-
ical strategy within this comprehensive ap-
proach to the HIV/AIDS epidemic, particularly
for women. With women accounting for nearly
half (48 percent) of all HIV/AIDS cases across
the globe and nearly 60 percent of all HIV/
AIDS cases (76 percent of HIV/AIDS cases
among 15-24 year olds) in sub-Saharan Afri-
ca, HIV prevention technologies meeting the
special needs of women are increasingly im-
portant. In some areas of sub-Saharan Africa
and the Caribbean, infection rates among
young women are up to six times higher than
among young men. The devastating impact of
HIV/AIDS on women is certainly not limited to
third world nations. HIV/AIDS is also a major
problem for women in the United States, as
AIDS is the leading cause of death for African
American women between the ages of 25 and
34 in the United States.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of the National
Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Disease of
the NIH, has emphasized the role of gender
inequality in fueling the HIV/AIDS epidemic
among women and the need to empower
women with strategies over which they have
control. In a March statement recognizing Na-
tional Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness
Day, he stated:

‘“Globally, the vast majority of women
with HIV/AIDS became infected through het-
erosexual intercourse, frequently in settings
where saying no to sex or insisting on
condom use is not an option because of cul-
tural factors, lack of financial independence,
and even the threat of violence. These issues
compel us to develop HIV prevention tools
that women can use in situations when nego-
tiating with sexual partners is difficult or
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impossible. One critical avenue of research is
the development of safe, effective and ac-
ceptable topical microbicides—gels, creams
and foams that could be used prior to sexual
intercourse to prevent infection with HIV
and other sexually transmitted pathogens.
The development of these woman-controlled
agents is a top HIV/AIDS research priority of
the National Institutes of Health (NIH).”

Current prevention approaches are not prac-
tical for everyone, particularly women. The
major route of transmission for HIV around the
globe is heterosexual sex. Abstinence is often
not an option for women. Around the globe,
unmarried women are not always in the posi-
tion to refuse sexual advances and may be
the victims of violence. Married women are
rarely in the position to be able to refuse sex-
ual advances of their husbands, even if they
know that their spouse is infected.

Many women who are infected with HIV or
at risk for infection are monogamous and do
not practice high risk behaviors. Frequently,
they are married or in committed relationships
in which they are placed at risk by the behav-
ior of their male partner, which they have lim-
ited power to change.

Condoms represent the most effective pre-
vention technology currently available. How-
ever, male condoms require male cooperation
and even female condoms require the consent
and cooperation of male partners, placing
women’s risk for HIV infection under the initi-
ation and control of men. Women, particularly
married women and those women in com-
mitted relationships, are often powerless to in-
sist on or even request condom use by their
male partner. Such requests can be inter-
preted as evidence of infidelity on the wom-
an’s part or accusations of infidelity on the
man’s part, either of which can result in seri-
ous penalties for women, including violence.

Topical microbicides represent a woman-ini-
tiated method of prevention that would not re-
quire cooperation from a male partner and
may even permit conception. Microbicides are
a class of products under development that
could be applied topically to prevent the
spread of HIV infection. Microbicides may
eventually take the form of gels, creams, and
films, and be used in cervical caps, pre-loaded
diaphragms, or rings. These methods may be
invisible to male partners, which would allow
women to use these products with or without
the knowledge of her partner. While the con-
traceptive effects of barrier methods such as
condoms present an obstacle for women who
want to or are expected to bear children,
microbicides may be available in both contra-
ceptive and non-contraceptive formulas. With
the ability to discreetly protect themselves and
the potential to continue to bear children
unimpeded, microbicides address the reality of
women’s prevention needs.

Mathematical models predict that even a
partially effective microbicide could prevent 2.5
million infections over 3 years and that gradual
introduction of newer and better microbicides
could ultimately save a generation of women.
In addition, several prominent scientists antici-
pate that an effective microbicide will be avail-
able within the next 5 to 7 years. Significant
advances have been made in the develop-
ment of microbicides in recent years. By the
end of 2006, there were 36 organizations in-
volved in microbicide R&D, with 10
microbicide candidates currently in clinical de-
velopment and over 30 in preclinical develop-
ment. We cannot let this momentum slow; we
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