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their community here with us this 
morning; and I thank him very much 
for his opening prayer. 

f 

OPPOSING THE IRAQ FUNDING 
BILL 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. At present, Congress 
has before it, for consideration in com-
mittee, an Iraq funding bill which will 
keep the war going perhaps through 
the end of President Bush’s term. It 
would order the privatization of Iraq’s 
oil and open the door for the President 
to order an attack on Iran without con-
gressional authorization. 

Democrats were brought to power 
not to spread war, but to stop it. The 
administration took us into war for oil. 
We should not be confirming that pur-
pose by promoting privatization in the 
Iraq funding bill. 

The President desires to attack Iran 
without Congress asserting its con-
stitutional authority. We should be as-
serting our constitutional authority to 
restrain another administration abuse 
of power. 

f 

DEMOCRATIC PLAN FOR IRAQ IS 
RECIPE FOR FAILURE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, Friday’s The Post and Courier 
of Charleston, South Carolina, detailed 
the dire consequences of setting artifi-
cial timelines for withdrawal from 
Iraq. The editorial states that it would 
be tragic if the rug should be pulled 
from under U.S. forces by the U.S. Con-
gress. 

The political message coming from 
House Democrats threatens to throw 
efforts to stabilize Iraq off balance. As 
The Post and Courier, where I was a 
former reporter, concludes, General 
Petraeus should be given the time and 
forces he needs to succeed, and not a 
legislative recipe for failure. Demo-
crats and Republicans should be united 
to remember that al Qaeda spokesman 
for Osama bin Laden, Zawahiri, has 
clearly identified that Iraq and Afghan-
istan are the central fronts in the glob-
al war on terrorism. Bin Laden has spe-
cifically stated, ‘‘The most serious 
issue today for the whole world is this 
Third World War that is raging in 
Iraq.’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

SUBPRIME LENDING 

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, in the last 2 weeks, we have 

seen a tsunami of foreclosures and tur-
moil in the subprime markets. The 
Federal regulators’ recent joint guid-
ance to stop issuance of loans that bor-
rowers can’t repay in full is a good first 
step, but lenders won’t make bad loans 
if no one will buy them. The secondary 
market must stop buying the loans 
causing this crisis. 

Freddie Mac did this voluntarily, and 
I am introducing legislation to require 
all the housing GSEs to do the same. In 
the interim, I call on Fannie Mae and 
the Federal Home Loan Banks to fol-
low Freddie Mac and stop buying these 
risky loans. Both Congress and the 
GSEs must act to protect homeowners 
and stabilize the system. 

f 

BUILDING A STRONG WORKFORCE 
BY IMPROVING MENTAL HEALTH 
TREATMENT 

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Employers spend over $26 billion per 
year in direct medical costs to treat 
depression. But the indirect costs, in-
cluding lost productivity and absentee-
ism, increased spending by some $51.5 
billion per year, but appropriate treat-
ment for depression reduces health 
care costs for businesses. 

The National Institutes of Mental 
Health reported depression treatments 
reduce absenteeism and save money. 
Plans for Federal employees where 
mental health coverage is included in 
their health care plan also saves 
money. 

Employers and Members of Congress 
should review the benefits of mental 
health insurance coverage and note 
that coverage of mental health treat-
ment can also significantly reduce pub-
lic health care spending on Medicare, 
Medicaid and our criminal justice pro-
grams. 

I would urge all my colleagues to re-
view how businesses and the Federal 
Government can save money on this by 
reviewing my Web site at mur-
phy.house.gov. And remember, patient- 
centered health care saves lives and 
money by emphasizing patient safety, 
patient quality and patient choice. 

f 

DANIA BEACH/SOLAR ENERGY 

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. I am RON 
KLEIN, and I represent Florida’s 22nd 
Congressional District in south Flor-
ida. 

Today, I am honoring the city of 
Dania Beach, a community in south-
east Florida, for investing in a $1 mil-
lion solar energy system to power the 
city’s streetlights. Not only is this an 
innovative and environmentally sound 
decision made by the city of Dania 
Beach, but it is also a decision that 

will strengthen the safety of the com-
munity. 

After Hurricane Wilma struck, Dania 
Beach could not restore its power and 
the pole damage quickly enough, leav-
ing the city streets without lighting 
for a lengthy period of time. With the 
new solar panels, the streetlights will 
not be dependent on electricity, and 
the panels will be mounted to with-
stand even the most fierce hurricane 
winds. 

I applaud this sort of ground-break-
ing, innovative way of thinking. Alter-
native energy sources are the way of 
the future. If more communities 
around the country would follow Dania 
Beach’s lead, we would leave our envi-
ronment in a much better condition for 
our children and our grandchildren. 

f 

CAIR MEETING 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, House 
Democrats and the Speaker of the 
House arranged for a conference room 
in the Capitol to be used by the Council 
on American-Islamic Relations, or 
CAIR, an Islamic advocacy group 
which refuses to disavow terrorist 
groups like Hamas and Hezbollah. 

CAIR officials have been charged 
with, and some convicted of, offenses 
related to the support of terrorism, in-
cluding a CAIR fundraiser, Rabih 
Haddad, as well as a founding board 
member and a former CAIR civil rights 
coordinator. 

Most notably, the CAIR fund-raiser 
Haddad was deported to Lebanon in 
2003 after being arrested in a raid on an 
Islamic charity that Federal officials 
said, ‘‘provided assistance to Osama 
bin Laden and the al Qaeda network 
and other known terrorist groups.’’ 

Apparently, the Democrats live in 
some parallel universe where it is okay 
to set up a meeting in the Capitol for 
a group with known terrorist ties. The 
American people must ask about this 
colossal failure of judgment. With 
friends like these, imagine our en-
emies. 

f 

CONGRESS CANNOT AFFORD TO 
GIVE THE PRESIDENT ANOTHER 
BLANK CHECK ON IRAQ WAR 

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Good morning, 
Mr. Speaker. 

After 4 years, billions of dollars and 
thousands of lives, President Bush is 
once again asking Congress to reward 
failure with a blank check for the war 
in Iraq. Many of my Republican col-
leagues are more than willing to give 
the President anything he wants, but 
Democrats refuse to be a rubber stamp 
for the President’s failed policies and, 
instead, want to finally require Iraqis 
to take control of their country. And 
yet the President has threatened to 
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