March 15, 2007

AMERICAN TAXPAYER BILL OF
RIGHTS—IMAGINE THIS SOLUTION

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, there is a common misconcep-
tion in Washington that simply talking
about a problem is as good as solving
it. However, we know that actions
speak louder than words. In 34 of the
last 38 years, the Federal Government
hasn’t balanced its own checkbook.

It’s time Washington stop looking for
ways to afford bigger government. Yes-
terday, the Republican Study Com-
mittee introduced the Taxpayer Bill of
Rights to restore budget account-
ability to Washington’s checkbook, and
it couldn’t come at a better time. It is
imperative that we prioritize Amer-
ica’s financial responsibilities and re-
form the way Washington spends hard-
earned taxpayer money. We can’t ex-
pect different results if we keep on
doing the same thing.

This is all about accountability,
about reducing wasteful Washington
spending, about balancing the budget,
about fundamental tax reform, and
about adapting programs to America’s
changing demographics.

Madam Speaker, the Taxpayer Bill of
Rights isn’t merely a slogan, it’s a so-
lution, a way we should all be think-
ing. Imagine this positive change to
the way Washington spends hard-
earned taxpayer money. Just imagine.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1362, ACCOUNTABILITY IN
CONTRACTING ACT

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 242 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 242

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1362) to reform
acquisition practices of the Federal Govern-
ment. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived except
those arising under clauses 9 or 10 of rule
XXI. General debate shall be confined to the
bill and shall not exceed one hour and 20
minutes, with one hour equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform and 20 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Armed Services. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
for amendment under the five-minute rule.
In lieu of the amendments recommended by
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform and the Committee on Armed
Services now printed in the bill, it shall be in
order to consider as an original bill for the
purpose of amendment under the five-minute
rule the amendment in the nature of a sub-
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stitute printed in part A of the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. That amendment in the nature of a
substitute shall be considered as read. All
points of order against that amendment in
the nature of a substitute are waived except
those arising under clauses 9 or 10 of rule
XXI. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule
XVIII, no amendment to that amendment in
the nature of a substitute shall be in order
except those printed in part B of the report
of the Committee on Rules. Each such
amendment may be offered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by
a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such amendments are waived except
those arising under clauses 9 or 10 of rule
XXI. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted.
Any Member may demand a separate vote in
the House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
amendment in the nature of a substitute
made in order as original text. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House
of H.R. 1362 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the bill to a time designated
by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
SoLis). The gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. CASTOR) is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS). All
time yielded during consideration of
the rule is for debate only.

I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Ms. CASTOR asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, I also
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 242.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, House
Resolution 242 provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 1362, the Accountability
in Contracting Act, under a structured
rule. The rule provides 80 minutes of
general debate, with 60 minutes equally
divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform and 20 minutes equally
divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Armed Services.

The rule waives all points of order
against consideration of the bill, ex-
cept clauses 9 and 10 of rule XXI.

H2575

The rule provides that in lieu of the
substitutes recommended by the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform and the Committee on Armed
Services, the amendment in the nature
of a substitute printed in part A of the
Rules Committee report shall be con-
sidered as an original bill for the pur-
pose of amendment. All points of order
except clauses 9 and 10 of rule XXI are
waived against the substitute, and the
substitute shall be considered as read.

The rule makes in order the two
amendments printed in part B of the
Rules Committee report. Each amend-
ment may be offered only in the order
printed in the report and by the Mem-
ber designated in the report. The
amendments are considered as read,
are debatable for 10 minutes each, are
not subject to amendment and are not
divisible. All points of order against
the amendments except for clauses 9
and 10 of rule XXI are waived.

Finally, the rule provides one motion
to recommit, with or without instruc-
tions.

Madam Speaker, this rule and the
legislation before us today is the Ac-
countability in Contracting Act. This
new act will restore accountability in
Federal contracting. It targets con-
flicts of interest that have become too
prevalent over past years.

During the first 100 hours of this new
Congress, we charted a new direction in
response to the American people’s call
for change and reform. We passed pay-
as-you-go budgeting to require greater
fiscal responsibility, we passed Medi-
care part D reform to require the exec-
utive branch to negotiate lower drug
prices for our seniors and help the Fed-
eral bottom line, and we eliminated un-
necessary tax subsidies for big oil com-
panies that were making record profits
while we paid record prices at the
pump.

But if you recall, Madam Speaker,
the first item of business during the
first 100 hours of this new Congress was
ethics reform. After the scandals of the
past years, our commitment to the
American people is to fight for higher
ethical standards in the United States
Congress and for all of the Federal
Government by severing the connec-
tion between lobbyists and legislation,
by banning gifts and travel from lobby-
ists, and ending the abuses of privately
funded travel.

Today, the new Democratic Congress
will continue our fight for ethics re-
form while we are still in the first 100
days through this rule and the Ac-
countability in Contracting Act. This
bill targets waste in Federal con-
tracting, limits the use of no-bid con-
tracts, minimizes sole-source con-
tracts, and closes the revolving door
between purchasing officers and pri-
vate contractors. This bill addresses
the past problems with wasteful and
fraudulent contracts in Iraq, the De-
fense Department and in relation to
Hurricane Katrina.

Congressional hearings have already
shown that an estimated $10 billion in
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