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forests healthy and as a result generate
revenue for future projects, counties,
and schools.

The achievements of this act over the
last few years are positive and substan-
tial. This law should be extended so it
can continue to benefit the forest coun-
ties, their schools, and continue to con-
tribute to improving the health of our

public lands.

If we do not work to reauthorize this
act, all of the progress of the last 6
years will be lost.

Schools in timber dependant commu-
nities will lose a substantial part of
their funding. These school districts
will have to start making tough budget
decisions such as keeping or canceling
after school programs, sports pro-
grams, music programs, and trying to
determine what is the basic edu-
cational needs of our children.

Next, counties will have to
reprioritize road maintenance so that
only the essential services of the coun-
ty are met because that is all they will
be able to afford.

Congress needs to act now in order to
ensure a future for rural schools and
counties.

————
ZIMBABWE
Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, the
events of the last few days in

Zimbabwe are outrageous and warrant
universal condemnation. It is time for
the government of Robert Mugabe to
cease its repressive and divisive ac-
tions and to allow Zimbabweans to pur-
sue their hopes for legitimate political
change and opportunity.

Since Sunday, the world has watched
with horror and outrage as the Mugabe
government has cracked down on le-
gitimate opposition, detained 50
Zimbabweans attending a peaceful
prayer meeting outside of Harare, and
brutalized opposition leaders and ordi-
nary citizens alike.

A protestor was shot and killed. Mor-
gan Tsvangirai, the leader of the Move-
ment for Democratic Change, has been
badly beaten and suffered severe head
injuries. Lovemore Madhuku, the lead-
er of the National Constitutional As-
sembly, reportedly has a broken arm
and numerous other wounds. Many of
their colleagues in opposition remain
in Harare hospitals.

The Government has responded to
the outrage prompted by these attacks
on human rights and legitimate expres-
sion with characteristic bluster. Once
again, we are told that the opposition
is to blame. Once again, we hear omi-
nous warnings that the opposition is
‘“‘set to pay a very heavy price, regard-
less of who they are.”” Meanwhile, the
true cause of the strife—President
Mugabe’s  disastrous rule—remains
unaddressed. To the dismay even of his
own party, he has declared his inten-
tion to run for a new term in office in
2008.

These events are shocking, but sadly
they do not come as a surprise. For
years, it has been increasingly appar-
ent that the Mugabe government is in-
terested only in its own survival and
enrichment, not the welfare of the peo-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ple of Zimbabwe. International observ-
ers—including the United States—con-
cluded that the Presidential election of
2002 and the parliamentary elections of
2005 were not free and fair.

The State Department reported just
last week in its country report on
human rights in Zimbabwe that: ‘“The
government engaged in the pervasive
and systematic abuse of human rights.
The ruling party’s dominant control
and manipulation of the political proc-
ess through intimidation and corrup-
tion effectively negated the right of
citizens to change their government.”’

Meanwhile, the Government’s corrup-
tion and mismanagement has brought
the Zimbabwean economy to the brink
of ruin. Estimates place inflation at a
world high of 1,700 percent, and the
IMF forecasts that this could pass 4,000
percent by the end of the year. Unem-
ployment stands at 80 percent. Poverty
rates are soaring. Zimbabwe’s economy
is shrinking faster than any other
country in the world that is not at war.

I am heartened, though, that this po-
litical and economic deterioration has
been met with growing calls for
change.

Within Zimbabwe, the opposition to
Mugabe is showing resilience and cour-
age. Factions of Mugabe’s own party
have indicated that they want a transi-
tion in 2008, and ordinary citizens are
increasingly voicing their hopes for a
new chapter.

Beyond Zimbabwe, frustration with
the Mugabe government is mounting.
The head of the African Union has ex-
pressed his embarrassment at the situ-
ation in Zimbabwe. South Africa and
the Southern African Development
Community, which have been slow to
criticize Zimbabwe in the past, seem to
be losing patience. The United States,
European Union, and the United Na-
tions were swift in condemning this
latest outrage and have been con-
sistent in their calls for change.

The United States must continue to
stand strongly against the Mugabe gov-
ernment’s abuses of power in
Zimbabwe. We must join with our Eu-
ropean allies, the United Nations,
and—most importantly—the countries
and institutions of the region to press
for positive change in Zimbabwe. That
means a peaceful democratic transition
in 2008 and support for economic
growth and opportunity—including the
lifting of sanctions—once the dark
cloud of Mugabe’s rule is lifted and
Zimbabweans are able again to reach
for the new horizon they deserve.

I call on President Mugabe to imme-
diately release all political detainees
and repeal the ban on political rallies,
to end the use of violence and torture
in the jails, permit a free media and
abide by the rule of law. His govern-
ment must also urgently address the
humanitarian crisis that has put the
mass of his population in dire need of
assistance.

Zimbabwe is a nation rich in history
and rich in resources. Its talented peo-
ple have known great hardship just as
they have achieved great heights.
When Robert Mugabe became President
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over a quarter century ago, there was
great hope. Zimbabwe had emerged
from British rule, claiming its freedom
and its future for itself.

Sadly, the freedom and opportunity
for which Zimbabweans fought have
been eclipsed in the last decade by re-
pression and uncertainty. Instead of
peaceful self-determination, we see
Zimbabweans intimidated and beaten
in the streets. Instead of the respon-
sible management of Zimbabwe’s state
institutions, we see state-sanctioned
corruption, violence, and property sei-
zures. Instead of economic self-suffi-
ciency, we see what was once one of Af-
rica’s most promising economies in a
free-fall.

Yet I am confident that the people of
Zimbabwe will once again claim for
themselves a better future. As they
seek to hold their leaders accountable,
as they try to rebuild their lives and
their country, they must know that
they have a strong and steady friend in
the United States. The events of the
last few days—and the Mugabe re-
gime—must belong to the past, and the
United States must work with the
international community to help all
Zimbabweans forge a better future.

———
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RECOGNIZING MAUI ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITY, INC.

e Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I offer
my congratulations to Maui Economic
Opportunity, Inc. for 42 years of out-
standing community service. A private,
non-profit organization dedicated to
helping individuals and families in
need, MEO was chartered as a commu-
nity action agency on March 22, 1965,
by Federal mandate under the EHEco-
nomic Opportunity Act of 1964.

For more than four decades, MEO has
served the people of Maui, Moloka’i
and Lana’i through a number of pov-
erty fighting initiatives. By providing
employment training and placement,
business education for low income en-
trepreneurs, and micro-enterprise
loans, MEO has helped countless citi-
zens get back on the path to financial
independence.

Moreover, MEO has helped citizens
lead fuller, richer lives by providing
housekeeping for seniors, allowing
them to remain in their homes, and
providing specialized transportation
for seniors, persons with disabilities
and children to doctor’s offices, gro-
cery stores, and schools. In addition,
they have helped former inmates re-
integrate and become productive mem-
bers of the community.

The hard work and dedication of
Maui Economic Opportunity’s staff and
volunteers have earned national rec-
ognition by receiving the prestigious
Excellence in Community Action
award from the Community Action
Partnership. To this I would like to
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