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AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCcCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, as you have heard our col-
leagues coming down to the well and
talking passionately on the anniver-
sary of the Iraq war and the debate
that will go later on in this week and
a vote that will come on to the floor of
the House, I think that this is what
certainly the American people want to
see; but tonight, Mr. Speaker, I also
want to talk about something else.

We in Congress must keep our eyes
and ears open on all things that are
happening around us; and today I want
to talk about the tens of thousands of
Federal Aviation Administration em-
ployees that are working without a
contract.

Most of these workers are rep-
resented by the National Air Traffic
Controllers Association, Professional
Airways System Specialist, and the
American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees.

The FAA under the Bush administra-
tion has attacked the collective bar-
gaining process. The FAA has not im-
plemented a single negotiated and rati-
fied contract with any of its contract
unions. FAA employees need a fair col-
lective bargaining process restored.

Just as this House gave collective
bargaining rights to TSA employees in
the 9/11 bill, which was the right thing
to do, we must do no less for the em-
ployees of the FAA. Let me be very
clear on this point. Our air traffic con-
trollers do not have a contract with
the FAA.

The FAA imposed work and pay rules
on these individuals last September.
There is no Federal law that recognizes
imposed work and pay rules as a con-
tract. Morale among FAA employees is
extremely low. Retirements are far ex-
ceeding FAA’s planning. Fatigue
among those employees who remain is
a major concern, and these are all di-
rect effects of the unilaterally imposed
work rules.

In 2003, there were over 15,000 air
traffic controllers. At the end of 2006,
there were barely 14,000. Of the 14,000
working today, almost 2,000 of them
are trainees and not fully certified. At
the same time, and by no means by co-
incidence, operational errors are on the
rise at the FAA’s busiest facilities, in-
cluding Atlanta-Hartsfield and the
Southern California TRAY-CON.

Current FAA projections are that by
the year 2010, which is only a few years
away, 40 percent of the air traffic con-
trol workforce will have 4 years or less
on the job.

This House has a duty to these indi-
viduals to a fair process. That is all
they are asking for, nothing more,
nothing less.

Mr. Speaker, a lot of people do not
understand the job that air traffic con-
trollers have, yet they have the control
of the thousands and thousand of lives
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on a daily basis. Every single day that
people fly, it is the air traffic control-
lers that are basically controlling the
skies to make us safe.

And being that we are talking about
9/11, think about what our air traffic
controllers did on that day. They
brought down thousands and thousands
of planes without one incident. They
saved so many lives, and yet here the
administration is taking away the
right for them to earn a decent pay.

The pressure that is up in those tow-
ers is unbelievable. I have spent time
there just to see what that job was
like. They are not asking for more or
less. All they are asking for is a con-
tract.

This House has a duty to make sure
that those workers have what is due
them.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1227, GULF COAST HURRI-
CANE HOUSING RECOVERY ACT
OF 2007

Mr. McCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-53) on the
resolution (H. Res. 254) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1227) to
assist in the provision of affordable
housing to low-income families af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 20. Concurrent resolution call-
ing on the Government of the United King-
dom to immediately establish a full, inde-
pendent, and public judicial inquiry into the
murder of Northern Ireland defense attorney
Patrick Finucane, as recommended by Judge
Peter Cory as part of the Weston Park
Agreement, in order to move forward on the
Northern Ireland peace process.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a joint resolution
and a concurrent resolution of the fol-
lowing titles in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S.J. Res. 5. Joint resolution proclaiming
Casimir Pulaski to be an honorary citizen of
the United States posthumously.

S. Con. Res. 14. Concurrent resolution com-
memorating the 85th anniversary of the
founding of the American Hellenic Edu-
cational Progressive Association, a leading
association for the 1,300,000 United States
citizens of Greek ancestry and Philhellenes
in the United States.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DOGGETT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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LACK OF POLITICAL PROGRESS IN
IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, last
week the New York Times reported
that Iraq is falling well short of the po-
litical progress they were supposed to
have made by now. Still no constitu-
tional reform. Still no local elections.
Still no final action on a law governing
distribution of oil revenues. Still no re-
versal of the de-Baathification laws.

The Bush administration is now say-
ing that their military escalation
needs time to work and that these po-
litical goals will not be met until the
end of the year.

I think it is clear what is going on
here. What we have is another tactic
by the White House in an attempt to
run out the clock until January of 2009
when they can hand over the reins and
make Iraq look like someone else’s
problem.

The President has said that the mili-
tary commitment to Iraq is not open-
ended; yet all evidence is to the con-
trary.
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The supporters of this war, a group
whose numbers are dwindling by the
day, tell us the next 6 months are crit-
ical. This really is the last chance for
success. Time and time again, dead-
lines are established and not met, but
there are no consequences, nor is there
accountability. I am of the belief that
the Iraqi Government won’t get its act
together until it is forced to govern on
its own, until it is no longer propped up
by the presence of more than 150,000
American soldiers.

As it is now, as long as we continue
with this military occupation, Iraqis
have absolutely no incentive to push
for democratic reform. As the Times
article indicated, the President has
waved off these concerns, accusing
those of us who want to apply dead-
lines, pressure of being part of a cul-
ture of instant results.

Instant results? I am sorry, the
President has had 4 years and more
than $400 billion to make this work.
Besides, it is this administration that
assured us we would be greeted as lib-
erators, that democratizing Iraq would
be a cinch, that there would be hardly
any sacrifice at all. Now that they
have turned out to be monumentally
wrong, they are wanting to know why
we are demanding answers 4 years
later.

I, for one, am tired of being told to be
patient, especially when this body is
asked to write another enormous check
for this war, especially when my coun-
try is becoming a global pariah, espe-
cially when we learn that our Iraq pol-
icy has increased the threat of ter-
rorism, especially when Americans are
dying by the thousands, and those
lucky enough to make it home alive
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face a mountain of red tape, sub-
standard care, rodent-infested living
quarters at Walter Reed.

I believe we must move toward a
fully funded military withdrawal now,
not in August of 2008, not at some fu-
ture date to be determined by the
President. End the occupation and
start bringing the troops home so that
every last one of them can be out of
Iraq and with their families in time for
the holidays.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINIS-
TRATION, 110TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) 1is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Ms.  MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to clause 2(a)(3) of Rule
Xl, by direction of the Committee on House
Administration | submit the rules of the Com-
mittee for the 110th Congress for publication
at an appropriate place in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINIS-
TRATION—ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS

RULE NO. 1
General provisions

(a) The Rules of the House are the rules of
the Committee so far as applicable, except
that a motion to recess from day to day is a
privileged motion in the Committee. Each
subcommittee of the committee is a part of
the committee and is subject to the author-
ity and direction of the chair and to its rules
as far as applicable.

(b) The Committee is authorized at any
time to conduct such investigations and
studies as it may consider necessary or ap-
propriate in the exercise of its responsibil-
ities under House Rule X and, subject to the
adoption of expense resolutions as required
by House Rule X, clause 6, to incur expenses
(including travel expenses) in connection
therewith.

(c) The Committee is authorized to have
printed and bound testimony and other data
presented at hearings held by the Com-
mittee, and to make such information avail-
able to the public. All costs of stenographic
services and transcripts in connection with
any meeting or hearing of the Committee
shall be paid from the appropriate House ac-
count.

(d) The Committee shall submit to the
House, not later than January 2 of each odd-
numbered year, a report on the activities of
the committee under House Rules X and XI
during the Congress ending at noon on Janu-
ary 3 of such year.

(e) The Committee’s rules shall be pub-
lished in the Congressional Record not later
than 30 days after the Committee is elected
in each odd-numbered year.

RULE NO. 2
Regular and special meetings

(a) The regular meeting date of the Com-
mittee on House Administration shall be the
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second Wednesday of every month when the
House is in session in accordance with Clause
2(b) of House Rule XI. Additional meetings
may be called by the Chair of the Committee
as she or he may deem necessary or at the
request of a majority of the members of the
Committee in accordance with Clause 2(c) of
House Rule XI. The determination of the
business to be considered at each meeting
shall be made by the Chair subject to Clause
2(c) of House Rule XI. A regularly scheduled
meeting may be dispensed with if, in the
judgment of the Chair, there is no need for
the meeting.

(b) If the Chair is not present at any meet-
ing of the Committee, or at the discretion of
the Chair, the Vice Chair of the Committee
shall preside at the meeting. If the Chair and
Vice Chair of the Committee are not present
at any meeting of the Committee, the rank-
ing member of the majority party who is
present shall preside at the meeting.

RULE NO. 3
Open meetings

As required by Clause 2(g), of House Rule
XI, each meeting for the transaction of busi-
ness, including the markup of legislation of
the Committee shall be open to the public
except when the Committee in open session
and with a quorum present determines by
record vote that all or part of the remainder
of the meeting on that day shall be closed to
the public because disclosure of matters to
be considered would endanger national secu-
rity, would compromise sensitive law en-
forcement information, or would tend to de-
fame, degrade or incriminate any person, or
otherwise would violate any law or rule of
the House: Provided, however, that no person
other than members of the Committee, and
such congressional staff and such other per-
sons as the Committee may authorize, shall
be present in any business or markup session
which has been closed to the public.

RULE NO. 4
Records and rollcalls

(a)(1) A record vote shall be held if re-
quested by any member of the Committee.

(2) The result of each record vote in any
meeting of the Committee shall be made
available for inspection by the public at rea-
sonable times at the Committee offices, in-
cluding a description of the amendment, mo-
tion, order or other proposition; the name of
each member voting for and against; and the
members present but not voting.

(b)(1) Subject to subparagraph (2), the
Chair may postpone further proceedings
when a record vote is ordered on the ques-
tion of approving any measure or matter or
adopting an amendment. The Chair may re-
sume proceedings on a postponed request at
any time.

(2) In exercising postponement authority
under subparagraph (1), the Chair shall take
all reasonable steps necessary to notify
members on the resumption of proceedings
on any postponed record vote.

(3) When proceedings resume on a post-
poned question, notwithstanding any inter-
vening order for the previous question, an
underlying proposition shall remain subject
to further debate or amendment to the same
extent as when the question was postponed.

(c) All Committee and subcommittee hear-
ings, records, data, charts, and files shall be
kept separate and distinct from the congres-
sional office records of the member serving
as Chair; and such records shall be the prop-
erty of the House and all members of the
House shall have access thereto.

(d) House records of the Committee which
are at the National Archives shall be made
available pursuant to House Rule VII. The
Chair shall notify the ranking minority
member of any decision to withhold a record
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pursuant to the rule, and shall present the
matter to the Committee upon written re-
quest of any Committee member.

(e) To the maximum extent feasible, the
Committee shall make its publications avail-
able in electronic form.

RULE NO. 5
Proxies

No vote by any member in the Committee

may be cast by proxy.
RULE NO. 6
Power to sit and act subpoena power

(a) For the purpose of carrying out any of
its functions and duties under House Rules X
and XI, the Committee or any subcommittee
thereof is authorized (subject to subpara-
graph (b)(1) of this paragraph)—

(1) to sit and act at such times and places
within the United States, whether the House
is in session, has recessed, or has adjourned,
and to hold such hearings; and

(2) to require, by subpoena or otherwise,
the attendance and testimony of such wit-
nesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memorandums, pa-
pers, documents and other materials as it
deems necessary, including materials in elec-
tronic form. The Chair, or any member des-
ignated by the Chair, may administer oaths
to any witness.

(b)(1) A subpoena may be authorized and
issued by the Committee or subcommittee in
the conduct of any investigation or series of
investigations or activities, only when au-
thorized by a majority of the members vot-
ing, a majority being present. The power to
authorize and issue subpoenas under sub-
paragraph (a)(2) may be delegated to the
Chair pursuant to such rules and under such
limitations as the Committee may prescribe.
Authorized subpoenas shall be signed by the
Chair or by any member designated by the
Committee, and may be served by any person
designated by the Chair or such member.

(2) Compliance with any subpoena issued
by the Committee or a subcommittee may be
enforced only as authorized or directed by
the House.

RULE NO. 7
Quorums

No measure or recommendation shall be
reported to the House unless a majority of
the Committee is actually present. For the
purposes of taking any action other than re-
porting any measure, issuance of a subpoena,
closing meetings, promulgating Committee
orders, or changing the rules of the Com-
mittee, one-third of the members of the
Committee shall constitute a quorum. For
purposes of taking testimony and receiving
evidence, two members shall constitute a
quorum.

RULE NO. 8
Amendments

Any amendment offered to any pending
legislation before the Committee or a sub-
committee must be made available in writ-
ten form when requested by any member of
the Committee. If such amendment is not
available in written form when requested,
the Chair will allow an appropriate period of
time for the provision thereof.

RULE NO. 9
Hearing procedures

(a) The Chair, in the case of hearings to be
conducted by the Committee, and the appro-
priate subcommittee chair, in the case of
hearings to be conducted by a subcommittee,
shall make public announcement of the date,
place, and subject matter of any hearing to
be conducted on any measure or matter at
least one (1) week before the commencement
of that hearing. If the Chair, with the con-
currence of the ranking minority member,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-18T12:06:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




