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fund all our troops in harm’s way. The
Democrats can’t hide behind their
slow-bleed strategy forever. We need a
floor vote to make the entire Congress
go on record for or against our troops.

———

IRAQIS MUST MEET BENCHMARKS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker,
American involvement in Iraqg should
not be an open-ended proposition, and
we should not be sending more troops
there to serve as referees in that na-
tion’s devastating civil war.

The status quo simply cannot con-
tinue. It is time this Congress seriously
level with the Iraqi Government that it
must meet the benchmarks the Presi-
dent himself outlined earlier this year.
And if they cannot meet those bench-
marks, it is time to start bringing our
troops home.

It is time the Iraqi Government is
held accountable for its actions. The
Maliki government must realize that it
has to meet political, economic and
diplomatic benchmarks in the region,
and that if serious improvements are
not seen in the coming months, then
we will begin the process of rede-
ploying our troops out of Iraq.

This week, we will have an oppor-
tunity to exert pressure on the Iraqi
Government to meet the President’s
own benchmarks. If the Iraqi Govern-
ment continues to believe that our in-
volvement there is indefinite, what
kind of pressure are they going to have
to make the necessary reforms? They
are not, and that’s why this change in
direction is much needed at this time.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
HARMAN). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on the motion to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or on which the vote is objected to
under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken later today.

————

HONORING HEROIC SERVICE OF
GLIDER PILOTS OF UNITED
STATES ARMY AIR FORCES DUR-
ING WORLD WAR II

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 42) honoring the heroic
service and sacrifice of the 6,500 glider
pilots of the United States Army Air
Forces during World War II, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:
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Whereas the use of gliders during World
War II provided an innovative method of
transporting troops and equipment behind
enemy lines;

Whereas the United States Army Air
Forces began training glider pilots in 1942,
eventually training thousands of men;

Whereas glider pilots exhibited exceptional
valor by landing behind enemy lines in un-
armed gliders;

Whereas glider pilots participated in 8 suc-
cessful missions;

Whereas in Operation Husky, which took
place in Sicily on July 9, 1943, glider pilots
carried British airborne troops, completing
their mission despite heavy casualties re-
sulting from landings at sea;

Whereas in Operation Broadway, which
took place in Burma on March 5, 1944, glider
pilots took the Japanese completely by sur-
prise; carried troops, airborne engineers, and
equipment by night; seized and prepared
landing strips for forthcoming transport
planes; and evacuated the wounded, accom-
plishing in 2 hours what would have taken 2
months by ambulance;

Whereas in Operation Overlord, on June 6,
1944, glider pilots took part in the Battle of
Normandy, the largest combined airborne
and seaborne invasion in history, carrying
troopers of the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divi-
sions and their equipment to landing areas
behind enemy lines;

Whereas in Operation Dragoon, which took
place in the coastal area of southern France
on August 15, 1944, glider pilots delivered
troops and cargo despite wooden poles erect-
ed in open fields to impede their landing;

Whereas in Operation Market-Garden, the
largest glider operation of World War II,
which took place in Holland on September
17, 1944, glider pilots carried their usual
cargo of troops and heavy equipment, there-
by providing cover for an attempt to clear a
road to Berlin;

Whereas in Operation Repulse, which took
place in Bastogne on December 27, 1944, as
part of the Battle of the Bulge, glider pilots,
although flying directly through enemy fire,
were able to land every glider, delivering the
badly needed ammunition, gasoline, and
medical supplies that enabled defenders
against the German offensive to persevere
and secure the ultimate victory;

Whereas in Operation Varsity, which took
place at the Rhine crossing in Wesel, Ger-
many, on March 24, 1945, more than 1,300
glider pilots took part in their final Euro-
pean mission, delivering a fatal blow to Axis
forces;

Whereas in Operation Gypsy Task Force-
Appari Mission, which took place in the
Philippine island of Luzon on June 23, 1945,
glider pilots took part in their final, and
only Pacific, mission, carrying members of
the 11th Airborne Division; and

Whereas many glider pilots sacrificed their
lives during the course of these missions:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) honors the heroic service and sacrifice
of the glider pilots of the United States
Army Air Forces during World War II; and

(2) urges the people of the United States to
remember and teach future generations
about the contributions and sacrifices that
glider pilots, and all veterans, have made to
and for the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Kansas (Mrs. BoyDA) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Kansas.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 42, which honors
the heroic service of glider pilots of the
United States Army Air Forces during
World War II. I would like to commend
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
MCCARTHY) for bringing this measure
forward.

The resolution recognizes the more
than 20,000 individuals who volunteered
and were trained to serve as glider pi-
lots during World War II. These brave
men served alongside airborne forces
and participated in many of the major
invasions: Sicily, Burma, the Battle of
Normandy, France, Holland, Germany,
the Philippines, and the Battle of the
Bulge. These unarmed gliders landed
behind enemy lines transporting vital
troops and equipment to support the
Allied Forces.

Major General Henry ‘‘Hap’ Arnold,
commanding general of the Army Air
Corps, directed the development of a
transport glider program, and the
United States military glider program
officially began on February 25, 1941.
These gliders provided the Army Air
Corps with a unique ability to trans-
port soldiers and equipment that could
not be reached by conventional ground
units.

By the end of 1942, the Army Air
Force had graduated a total of 9,802
glider pilots. Within just 3 years, the
United States had 21,240 military glider
pilots available, according to the Army
Air Forces Statistical Digest of World
War II. Less than 3 years after the first
graduating class of glider pilots had
finished their training, these fearless
pilots flew numerous combat teams
into France on D-Day. Gliders trans-
ported 12 to 15 fully equipped soldiers
and four portable machine guns with
500 rounds of ammunition for each gun.

Unfortunately, the American mili-
tary glider pilots are a vanishing breed.
The Department of Defense ended the
military glider program in 1952. Today,
we are here to honor these daring and
fearless World War II glider pilots for
their services and sacrifices and to
urge all Americans to remember the
significant contribution that they
made on behalf of our Nation.

Madam Speaker, I urge all my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to urge
my colleagues to support House Con-
current Resolution 42, a bill to honor a
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