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became the Defense Department after World
War II. The Army Air Corps was elevated in
1941 to the Army Air Forces and in 1947 to
the autonomous Air Force.

The Marines have not asked for complete
autonomy. Nothing structurally needs to
change in their relationship with the Navy,
which has served both branches well. The
corps only asks for recognition. Having
served their nation proudly and coura-
geously since colonial days, the leathernecks
have earned a promotion.

Mr. Speaker, I quote the Chicago
Tribune: ‘“‘No service branch shows
more respect for tradition than the
United States Marine Corps . . . which
makes it all the more ironic that tradi-
tion denies the Corps an important
show of respect, equal billing with the
other service branches . .. But some-
times it is good to break with tradi-
tion.

“The Marines have not asked for
complete autonomy. Nothing struc-
turally needs to change in their rela-
tionship with the Navy, which has
served both branches well. The Corps
only asks for recognition.”

Mr. Speaker, I hope that my col-
leagues will join me in support of this
change and cosponsor H.R. 346.

Mr. Speaker, I have before me a post-
er of a marine who gave his life for this
country. He was killed in Iraq. His fam-
ily received, after his death, the Silver
Star. And what I have on this poster is
from the Secretary of the Navy. It
says: ‘“‘“The President of the TUnited
States takes pleasure in presenting the
Silver Star to the family of Sergeant
Michael Bitz. The sad part of this is,
Mr. Speaker, he was a marine who died
for this country. He was a team mem-
ber with the United States Navy; yet
the citation has nothing but the Sec-
retary of the Navy and the Navy flag.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to look at
this as I show you what it could be if
this bill becomes law. What it would be
with the Secretary of the Navy and
Marine Corps with the Navy flag and
the Marine flag. That is what this bill
would do.

And, Mr. Speaker, before I close, I
say to my colleagues in the House 1
hope you will join me as cosponsor and
maybe this year the Senate will accept
the House position because, Mr. Speak-
er, this man left three children, twins
he never saw, and when they look at
this honor that his father received,
wouldn’t it be nice 20 years from now
for his family to say, ‘“‘My daddy was a
marine who gave his life for this coun-
try,” and it be recognized in the head-
ing of this citation.

———————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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COMMEMORATING THE 186TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF GREEK INDEPEND-
ENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in observance of the 186th anniversary
of Greek independence.

In 1821 when Greek patriots revolted
against their Ottoman oppressors, they
sounded a clarion call for liberty that
was heard by freedom-loving men and
women all over Europe and around the
world.

On March 25 we celebrate a coura-
geous struggle for independence that
spanned 8 long and hard-fought years,
creating a foundation for the modern
Greek state.

Americans and Greeks have long
shared a profound commitment to the
principles of democracy, and both peo-
ples have worked to create societies
built upon these values. Throughout
history each nation has taken inspira-
tion from the other’s experience.

In 1823 Greek patriot, intellectual,
and physician Adamantios Xoraes
wrote one of many letters to his friend
Thomas Jefferson seeking counsel on
how to draw up a constitution for
Greece to use upon its liberation. Jef-
ferson wrote extensively in response,
expounding the virtues and the fun-
damentals of the freedoms we cherish
today: freedom of religion; freedom of
person, habeas corpus; trial by jury;
the exclusive right of legislation and
taxation reserved to the representa-
tives of the people; and freedom of the
press. Greek Independence Day marks
the moment the people of Greece real-
ized these freedoms.

A shared commitment to liberty has
been the hallmark of our collective his-
tories. In the two world wars, Greece
fought heroically in the allied cam-
paign to maintain liberty and democ-
racy. Similarly, during the Cold War,
Greece fought against totalitarian ag-
gression and emerged as a democratic
nation with a vigorous economy, a
strong partner in the United States,
and a full member of both NATO and
the European Union. Most recently,
Greece’s tremendous performance as
host to the 2004 Olympic Games has
shone a light on what this long-
standing commitment to democratic
values and institutions can yield.

Mr. Speaker, this occasion also offers
us an opportunity to reflect on the
enormous and distinctive contributions
that Greek Americans have made to
every aspect of life in our Nation, in-
cluding the arts, business, science, pub-
lic service, and scholarship. As Greek
Americans have made this remarkable
progress, they have also preserved im-
portant traditional values of hard
work, education, and commitment to
family and church, principles that
strengthen and invigorate our commu-
nities.

In one of his letters to Koraes, Jeffer-
son wrote this: ‘‘Possessing ourselves
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the combined blessings of liberty and
order, we wish the same to other coun-
tries and to none more than yours,
which, the first of civilizations, pro-
vided examples of what man should
be.”

In America and Greece we choose
this day to celebrate the courage, the
liberty, and democracy that is the
foundation of every civilized society.

———————

THE REAL REASON TO OPPOSE
THE SUPPLEMENTAL APPRO-
PRIATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, a $124 billion
supplemental appropriation is a good
bill, to oppose. I am pleased that many
of my colleagues will join me in voting
against this measure.

If one is unhappy with our progress
in Iraq after 4 years of war, voting to
defund the war makes sense. If one is
unhappy with the manner in which we
went to war without a constitutional
declaration, voting ‘‘no’” makes equal-
ly good sense.

Voting ‘‘no”” also makes the legiti-
mate point that the Constitution does
not authorize Congress to direct the
management of any military operation.
The President clearly enjoys this au-
thority as Commander in Chief.

But Congress, just as clearly, is re-
sponsible for making policy, by debat-
ing and declaring war, raising and
equipping armies, funding military op-
erations, and ending conflicts that do
not serve our national interests.

Congress failed to meet its respon-
sibilities 4 years ago, unconstitution-
ally transferring its explicit war power
to the executive branch. Even though
the administration started the subse-
quent preemptive war in Iraq, Congress
bears the greatest responsibility for its
lack of courage in fulfilling its duties.
Since then Congress has obediently
provided the funds and troops required
to pursue this illegitimate war.

We won’t solve the problems in Iraq
until we confront our failed policy of
foreign interventionism. This latest ap-
propriation does nothing to solve our

dilemma. Micromanaging the war
while continuing to fund it won’t help
our troops.

Here is a new approach: Congress
should admit its mistake and repeal
the authority wrongfully given to the
executive branch in 2002. Repeal the
congressional sanction and disavow
Presidential discretion in starting
wars. Then start bringing the troops
home.

If anyone charges that this approach
does not support the troops, take a
poll. Find out how Reservists and
Guardsman and their families, many
on their second or third tours in Iraq,
feel about it.

The constant refrain that bringing
our troops home would demonstrate a
lack of support for them must be one of
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the most amazing distortions ever
foisted on the American public. We are
so concerned about saving face, but
whose face are we saving? A sensible
policy would save American lives and
follow the rules laid out for Congress in
the Constitution, and avoid wars that
have no purpose.

The claim that it is unpatriotic to
oppose spending more money in Iraq
must be laid to rest as fraudulent. We
should pass a resolution that expresses
congressional opposition to any more
undeclared, unconstitutional, unneces-
sary, preemptive wars. We should be
building a consensus for the future
that makes it easier to end our current
troubles in Iraq.

It is amazing to me that this Con-
gress is more intimidated by political
propagandists and special interests
than the American electorate, who
sent a loud, clear message about the
war in November. The large majority
of Americans now want us out of Iraq.

Our leaders cannot grasp the tragic
consequences of our policies toward
Iraq for the past 25 years. It is time we
woke them up. We are still by far the
greatest military power on Earth; but
since we stubbornly refuse to under-
stand the nature of our foes, we are lit-
erally defeating ourselves.

In 2004 bin Laden stated that al
Qaeda’s goal was to bankrupt the
United States. His second in command,
Zawahari, is quoted as saying that the
9/11 attacks would cause Americans to
““come and fight the war personally on
our sand where they are within rifle
range.”’

Sadly, we are playing into their
hands. This $124 billion appropriation
is only part of the nearly $1 trillion in
military spending for this year’s budg-
et alone. We should be concerned about
the coming bankruptcy and the crisis
facing the U.S. dollar.

We have totally failed to adapt to
modern warfare. We are dealing with a
small, mnearly invisible enemy, an
enemy without a country, a govern-
ment, an army, a navy, an air force, or
missiles. Yet our enemy is armed with
suicidal determination and motivated
by our meddling in their regional af-
fairs to destroy us.

As we bleed financially, our men and
women in Iraq die needlessly while the
injured swell Walter Reed Hospital.
Our government systematically under-
mines the Constitution and the lib-
erties it is supposed to protect, for
which it has claimed our soldiers are
dying in faraway places.

Only with the complicity of Congress
have we become a Nation of preemptive
war, secret military tribunals, torture,
rejection of habeas corpus, warrantless
searches, undue government secrecy,
extraordinary renditions, and uncon-
trollable spying on the American peo-
ple.

The greatest danger we face is our-
selves, what we are doing in the name
of providing security for a people made
fearful by distortions of facts. Fighting
over there has nothing to do with pre-
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serving freedoms here at home. More
likely, the opposite is true.

Surely we can do better than this
supplemental authorization. I plan to
vote ‘‘no.”

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS AND
VETERANS HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. SCOTT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise this evening to talk about our
supplemental, the bill that will be be-
fore us on this Thursday for a vote.

It is very important that the Amer-
ican people understand what it is we
are doing. We have no choice in the
matter. Yes, we are Democrats. We are
in the leadership, and we must move an
appropriations bill that will, in fact,
first and foremost support our troops.

There is a lot that has been said on
the other side of the aisle about the
motivations about all that is here.
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But there is another factor to this,
Mr. Speaker, and that is the American
people. The American people went to
the polls in November, and they put
Democrats in charge. They are the
bosses. The bosses made a change of
leadership. It is incumbent upon us as
Democrats to lead.

I want to make sure that the Amer-
ican people understand what is in this
bill and why it is important. First of
all, this bill fully supports our troops
and especially our veterans in the need
of health care. It ensures that U.S.
forces in the field have all of the funds
and resources they require. There is no
cutting of funds in this bill.

It directs more resources to the war
against al Qaeda and the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan, where the terrorists are,
where the person is hiding who at-
tacked this country on 9/11.

I might add, Mr. Speaker, the people
of Iraq did not attack us. The people
who attacked us are on the border of
Afghanistan and Pakistan. That is
where this bill is putting more funds.

It improves the health care for re-
turning service members and veterans
that is woefully neglected and has been
woefully neglected under this adminis-
tration. There is no question about it.
The news items come out daily. All we
need to look at is the situation at Wal-
ter Reed. This legislation stops the clo-
sure of Walter Reed Hospital and pours
$2.8 billion into veterans programs,
more than has been done in recent
times.
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And, yes, it does what the majority
of the American people want and be-
gins to set a reasonable redeployment
deadline schedule for us to come out of
the civil war in Iraq so that we can bet-
ter position ourselves to have a new
Middle Eastern policy that reflects
containment in that region and in a
way that gets our young men and
women out of the cross hairs of a civil
war.

Let me just be specific, if I may, Mr.
Speaker, on the health care. As I said,
there is $2.8 billion for defense health
care, which is $1.7 billion above what
the President requested. It doesn’t look
like a cut to me.

Additional funds supporting new ini-
tiatives to enhance Medicaid services
for Active Duty forces, to mobilized
personnel and their family members,
who have been woefully neglected.

This includes $450 million for post-
traumatic stress disorder counseling.
The psychiatrists have said on more
than one occasion that there is a policy
of sending our young men and women
back into harm’s way before they are
mentally healed. There is a different
way to determine whether you are
mentally healed. It is more difficult
than a physical wound that you can
see.

Four hundred fifty million dollars for
traumatic brain injury care and re-
search.

Mr. Speaker, I just left Landstuhl
Medical Center near Ramstein Air Base
4 weeks ago, and I saw firsthand the in-
juries to our soldiers. I was there. I
talked with them. It was my third trip
into that base. When you go to
Landstuhl, you are seeing the injuries
right as they come from downrange in
Afghanistan and Iraq. So you are right
there where it is, and I saw the need.
That is why we put $730 million to pre-
vent health care fee increases for our
troops, $20 million to address the prob-
lems at Walter Reed, and $14 million in
burn care.

Mr. Speaker, I know my time is up. I
just want to make sure the American
people know the Democrats are putting
forward a plan that is truly responsive
to our troops and to our veterans.

———————

THE VALUE OF THE AMERICAN
SERVICE ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLEIN of Florida). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
California (Mr. DREIER) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, last week
I spoke here in the well about our serv-
ice economy. Accounting for nearly 80
percent of both our workforce and pri-
vate sector gross domestic product,
services actually form the backbone of
our economy. These industries are
thriving in the worldwide marketplace
and are a major source of our global
competitiveness. Our annual exports in
services are approaching $400 billion,
and we have long had a trade surplus in
this sector of the economy.
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