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the most amazing distortions ever
foisted on the American public. We are
so concerned about saving face, but
whose face are we saving? A sensible
policy would save American lives and
follow the rules laid out for Congress in
the Constitution, and avoid wars that
have no purpose.

The claim that it is unpatriotic to
oppose spending more money in Iraq
must be laid to rest as fraudulent. We
should pass a resolution that expresses
congressional opposition to any more
undeclared, unconstitutional, unneces-
sary, preemptive wars. We should be
building a consensus for the future
that makes it easier to end our current
troubles in Iraq.

It is amazing to me that this Con-
gress is more intimidated by political
propagandists and special interests
than the American electorate, who
sent a loud, clear message about the
war in November. The large majority
of Americans now want us out of Iraq.

Our leaders cannot grasp the tragic
consequences of our policies toward
Iraq for the past 25 years. It is time we
woke them up. We are still by far the
greatest military power on Earth; but
since we stubbornly refuse to under-
stand the nature of our foes, we are lit-
erally defeating ourselves.

In 2004 bin Laden stated that al
Qaeda’s goal was to bankrupt the
United States. His second in command,
Zawahari, is quoted as saying that the
9/11 attacks would cause Americans to
““come and fight the war personally on
our sand where they are within rifle
range.”’

Sadly, we are playing into their
hands. This $124 billion appropriation
is only part of the nearly $1 trillion in
military spending for this year’s budg-
et alone. We should be concerned about
the coming bankruptcy and the crisis
facing the U.S. dollar.

We have totally failed to adapt to
modern warfare. We are dealing with a
small, mnearly invisible enemy, an
enemy without a country, a govern-
ment, an army, a navy, an air force, or
missiles. Yet our enemy is armed with
suicidal determination and motivated
by our meddling in their regional af-
fairs to destroy us.

As we bleed financially, our men and
women in Iraq die needlessly while the
injured swell Walter Reed Hospital.
Our government systematically under-
mines the Constitution and the lib-
erties it is supposed to protect, for
which it has claimed our soldiers are
dying in faraway places.

Only with the complicity of Congress
have we become a Nation of preemptive
war, secret military tribunals, torture,
rejection of habeas corpus, warrantless
searches, undue government secrecy,
extraordinary renditions, and uncon-
trollable spying on the American peo-
ple.

The greatest danger we face is our-
selves, what we are doing in the name
of providing security for a people made
fearful by distortions of facts. Fighting
over there has nothing to do with pre-
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serving freedoms here at home. More
likely, the opposite is true.

Surely we can do better than this
supplemental authorization. I plan to
vote ‘‘no.”

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS AND
VETERANS HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. SCOTT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise this evening to talk about our
supplemental, the bill that will be be-
fore us on this Thursday for a vote.

It is very important that the Amer-
ican people understand what it is we
are doing. We have no choice in the
matter. Yes, we are Democrats. We are
in the leadership, and we must move an
appropriations bill that will, in fact,
first and foremost support our troops.

There is a lot that has been said on
the other side of the aisle about the
motivations about all that is here.
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But there is another factor to this,
Mr. Speaker, and that is the American
people. The American people went to
the polls in November, and they put
Democrats in charge. They are the
bosses. The bosses made a change of
leadership. It is incumbent upon us as
Democrats to lead.

I want to make sure that the Amer-
ican people understand what is in this
bill and why it is important. First of
all, this bill fully supports our troops
and especially our veterans in the need
of health care. It ensures that U.S.
forces in the field have all of the funds
and resources they require. There is no
cutting of funds in this bill.

It directs more resources to the war
against al Qaeda and the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan, where the terrorists are,
where the person is hiding who at-
tacked this country on 9/11.

I might add, Mr. Speaker, the people
of Iraq did not attack us. The people
who attacked us are on the border of
Afghanistan and Pakistan. That is
where this bill is putting more funds.

It improves the health care for re-
turning service members and veterans
that is woefully neglected and has been
woefully neglected under this adminis-
tration. There is no question about it.
The news items come out daily. All we
need to look at is the situation at Wal-
ter Reed. This legislation stops the clo-
sure of Walter Reed Hospital and pours
$2.8 billion into veterans programs,
more than has been done in recent
times.
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And, yes, it does what the majority
of the American people want and be-
gins to set a reasonable redeployment
deadline schedule for us to come out of
the civil war in Iraq so that we can bet-
ter position ourselves to have a new
Middle Eastern policy that reflects
containment in that region and in a
way that gets our young men and
women out of the cross hairs of a civil
war.

Let me just be specific, if I may, Mr.
Speaker, on the health care. As I said,
there is $2.8 billion for defense health
care, which is $1.7 billion above what
the President requested. It doesn’t look
like a cut to me.

Additional funds supporting new ini-
tiatives to enhance Medicaid services
for Active Duty forces, to mobilized
personnel and their family members,
who have been woefully neglected.

This includes $450 million for post-
traumatic stress disorder counseling.
The psychiatrists have said on more
than one occasion that there is a policy
of sending our young men and women
back into harm’s way before they are
mentally healed. There is a different
way to determine whether you are
mentally healed. It is more difficult
than a physical wound that you can
see.

Four hundred fifty million dollars for
traumatic brain injury care and re-
search.

Mr. Speaker, I just left Landstuhl
Medical Center near Ramstein Air Base
4 weeks ago, and I saw firsthand the in-
juries to our soldiers. I was there. I
talked with them. It was my third trip
into that base. When you go to
Landstuhl, you are seeing the injuries
right as they come from downrange in
Afghanistan and Iraq. So you are right
there where it is, and I saw the need.
That is why we put $730 million to pre-
vent health care fee increases for our
troops, $20 million to address the prob-
lems at Walter Reed, and $14 million in
burn care.

Mr. Speaker, I know my time is up. I
just want to make sure the American
people know the Democrats are putting
forward a plan that is truly responsive
to our troops and to our veterans.

———————

THE VALUE OF THE AMERICAN
SERVICE ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLEIN of Florida). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
California (Mr. DREIER) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, last week
I spoke here in the well about our serv-
ice economy. Accounting for nearly 80
percent of both our workforce and pri-
vate sector gross domestic product,
services actually form the backbone of
our economy. These industries are
thriving in the worldwide marketplace
and are a major source of our global
competitiveness. Our annual exports in
services are approaching $400 billion,
and we have long had a trade surplus in
this sector of the economy.
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