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make today have the impact of what
kind of options we have both in the
military and diplomatic sphere 10 and
15 years from now.

This country has controlled the skies
since the Korean War, and we take it
for granted. We have forgotten that we
have flown a military sortie every day
of every year for the past 16 years, and
we have done so with the oldest fleet in
the history of this country. Our newest
plane, the F-16, is 30 years old. It is
older than the pilots who fly it. There
are F-16s at this time that are re-
stricted as to the speed and the dis-
tance in which they can fly. We have 63
C-130 cargo planes that cannot fly if
they actually have any cargo. We have
KC-135s that generals in the field will
not accept because the age of the plane
makes it impossible to protect.

Despite our best efforts at our depots
to try and fix these planes and patch
them up, we cannot ignore the reality
and forget we are in a difficult situa-
tion with the capacity of our military
equipment. It may take, indeed, a ca-
tastrophe, the wings falling off, until
we recognize the situation we are in, or
find ourselves shorthanded in a time of
need.

The Air Force has asked for the abil-
ity of recapitalization, taking 1,000
planes they have determined to be ex-
cess and no longer funding those planes
and instead putting that money into
new technology. This Congress has
failed to allow them to do so on many
of those planes.

If we had sufficient F-22s, we could
get rid of all of our F-117s and save this
country over a billion dollars a year
over a b-year period of time.

While we have been playing around in
America, our enemies, our allies, and
maybe those who in the future will be-
come our enemies have not been sitting
still. The Chinese have added 10 per-
cent to their military budget every
year since 1990. That is a 200 percent
increase over the past 17 years. Their
navy is expanding. Their medium-range
missiles are expanding. In January,
they conducted a test to shoot down
one of their own satellites which is the
same type we depend upon for commu-
nications in the United States. And
more significantly, their Jian-10 is a
sleek new fighter aircraft designed to
narrow the gap between the Chinese
and the American Air Force to give
them numerical compatibility and
technical equality to the United States
Air Force.

The Russians have a new Sukov
fighter airplane that they have already
fielded which is technologically equal
to what we have.

We have even found a Third World
country like the Indian Air Force has
put so much money into their tech-
nology and training of their pilots that
in many respects they are equal to the
United States.

We cannot afford to wait for the fu-
ture. This country needs to build the
fifth generation of fighters, the F-22.
We need all 183. Actually, we need 300,
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not just the 183 we have authorized. We
need to put money directly into the
new F-35s. That is the future: 1,500
planes for both the Navy, the Marines
and the Air Force to be the next gen-
eration to give us technological superi-
ority in the skies and maintain superi-
ority in the skies into the next decade.

If we do not do that, we are des-
perately playing and gambling with
our own future. We forget how long it
took to ramp up to be producing the F-
16s we fly today. This country should
be producing 200 planes a year. Instead,
in our budget for next year, we have
scheduled to produce six, and two in
the supplemental that were taken out.
We are gambling with the future of this
country because we have taken the
past for granted.

In fact, as one general half jokingly
said, if we are not willing to appro-
priate the money to let our Air Force
build the new equipment and planes
they need, maybe we should at least
give them the opportunity to purchase
the Russian planes so they can be fly-
ing something that is new.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot gamble with
the future of this country. We cannot
make the same mistakes we did in 1938.
We need to put money into the building
of the F-22 and the F-35 for the future
of this Air Force.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. KING of Iowa addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————
30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor to address the House once
again. I am glad to see you there in the
Chair. Also, I am glad to be joined by
Mr. MURPHY and also Mr. RYAN. We are
pleased Mr. RYAN can be here at the
top of the 30-Something Working
Group hour.

We come to the floor every week,
sometimes two or three times a week,
to talk about the great things that are
happening here in the House, talk
about how we are getting better not
only as to oversight but appropria-
tions, and also budgeting, making sure
that we budget so we no longer have to
borrow money from foreign nations.

The discussion here tonight is impor-
tant because we have the emergency
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war supplemental that is coming to the
floor on Thursday. The Appropriations
Committee dealt with that today. To
have such an important Member like
Mr. RYAN who is a member of the Ap-
propriations Committee, they have
been doing quite a bit of work. I know
he has a lot to share with us making
sure that we sling-shot the troops in
for a win, and also the folks who have
served our country, the men and
women who have served our country in
the past.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important
to note there is $1.7 billion in this bill
for health care; it is $1.7 billion more
than the President has asked for. Also
as relates to veterans health care,
there is $1.7 billion more than what the
President requested.

We had a chart on the floor last week
that talked about Democrats when we
were in the minority putting forth pro-
posals to make sure that our veterans
had what they needed once they left
Afghanistan and Iraq, and even for
those still in the service.

We have also put additional dollars
in as relates to readiness, and we will
talk about that because we have some
definitions we want to share with
Members.

But since Mr. RYAN has been spend-
ing a lot of time in the Appropriations
Committee working on these very
issues, I thought I would yield to my
good friend and allow him to elaborate
on the very work they have been doing
over the last couple of weeks. I said be-
fore you came in, Mr. RYAN, that we
are so happy you are here at the top of
the 30-Something Working Group hour
because you are an appropriator and
that is an important position.

O 1930

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate it, and no more important
than the Ways and Means Committee,
of which you serve on, and all your
hard work over the past 4 years in the
United States Congress, previous to
that in the Florida Senate, previous to
that in the Florida House, following in
your mom’s footsteps, who was also an
appropriator in the United States Con-
gress. So it is an honor to follow in her
footsteps.

I think there is a couple of very im-
portant points that we want to make in
regards to this bill that we have before
us on Thursday. It passed out of the
Appropriations Committee last Thurs-
day, and this, in essence, in fact, in re-
ality, is the piece of legislation that
will help change the course of our Iraq
policy.

The President has had free rein for
the past 5 years from a Republican
Congress that just went along with ev-
erything that he wanted to do, and I
found it funny this weekend, as we
were watching some of the weekend
shows, and I was watching Meet the
Press and former Congressman Tom
DeLay was on, Richard Perle, one of
the top, President’s top defense advis-
ers was on, and they were arguing that
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