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Mr. Speaker, I would suggest humbly
that the bill that is being proposed by
the majority leadership this week on
the supplemental emergency war reso-
lution is not a bill that does a service
to our Nation and does credit to the
work of this House of Representatives.

I urge my colleagues to bring forth
the bill that will show that, in fact, we
do indeed support the troops in harm’s
way.

———————

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed a
bill of the following title in which the
concurrence of the House is requested:

S. 4. An act to make the United States
more secure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission to
fight the war on terror more effectively, to
improve homeland security, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 1928a-1928d, of title
22, United States Code, as amended, the
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
appoints the following Senator as
Chairman of the Senate Delegation to
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion Parliamentary Assembly during
the spring session, to be held in Ma-
deira, Portugal, May 2007:

The Senator from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN).

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 106-398, as
amended by Public Law 108-7, in ac-
cordance with the qualifications speci-
fied under section 1238(b)(3)(E) of Pub-
lic Law 106-398, and upon the rec-
ommendation of the Republican Lead-
er, in consultation with the chairmen
of the Senate Committee on Armed
Services and the Senate Committee on
Finance, the Chair, on behalf of the
President pro tempore, appoints the
following individual to the TUnited
States-China Economic Security Re-
view commission:

Mr. Mark Esper of Virginia, for a
term expiring December 31, 2008.

———
HUMAN PAPILLOMA VIRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARNEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY)
is recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, this
looks like Georgia night in the great
Chamber of the House of Representa-
tives. My colleague, Representative
PRICE, just talked about one of the
most important debates that we have
had in this body in a long time and will
have in regard to the situation in Iraq
and the Commander in Chief and the
constitutional right for the Com-
mander in Chief to make the decisions
along with the combatant com-
manders.

These issues are hugely important.
Things like the energy crisis that we
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faced 25 years ago, and we are facing
again today, are hugely important
issues. In fact, former Vice President
Gore will be before the Science and En-
ergy and Commerce Committees on
Thursday talking about global warm-
ing and what we think we ought to do
in regard to not only solving the en-
ergy crisis, but to keep from polluting
the atmosphere. Hugely important
issue.

Trying to solve the crisis that is
looming in regard to the entitlement
spending which is, that along with the
interest on the debt, is probably ap-
proaching 65 percent of what we spend
each year in a $2.7 trillion budget,
hugely important issue.

Then, Mr. Speaker, every now and
then along comes something that
maybe does not get at first notice very
much. There is not a lot of press. It is
not one of the marquee issues of the
day, but what I am speaking to my col-
leagues about tonight is also hugely
important, and it, thank goodness, is
beginning to get the attention that it
deserves.

That is an issue that I, as a physician
and OB/GYN specialist in particular,
physician Member of this body, feel
very, very strongly about. What I am
referring to is the recent decision by
one of the Governors of our 50 States to
mandate that young girls in the public
school system of that particular State
would be required to receive a new vac-
cine, which I will describe in detail in
just a minute.

They would be required before they
could enter the sixth grade, the sixth
grade, we all know sixth, seventh and
eighth, and in some cases, considered
the middle school years. So coming out
of elementary or what I used to call
grammar school, where there are many
of these young girls, including my pre-
cious granddaughters, are still think-
ing about watching Little House on the
Prairie as an example or playing with
their dolls, would be required, just like
they would be required to have their
shots up to date in regard to measles
and mumps and rubella and chick-
enpox, these highly contagious, infec-
tious diseases that can be acquired just
on casual contact; if you sneeze in the
vicinity of a classmate, the disease is
spread. This new vaccine, though, is
not against one of these highly con-
tagious communicable diseases, no, Mr.
Speaker.

This vaccine, called Gardisil, is a
vaccine against cervical cancer-causing
viruses, referred to as human papil-
loma virus, or HPV. There are probably
100 strains of that virus in existence
that have been identified, but four of
them, virus number 6, number 11 and
particularly number 16 and number 18,
have been associated with the dreaded
disease of cervical cancer about 70 per-
cent of the time. About 70 percent of
the cases that occur, the 9,000 new
cases that occur in this country every
year, are associated with that HPV
virus. So there is certainly a sugges-
tion, a strong suggestion, of cause and
effect.
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One of our great pharmaceutical
companies in this country developed a
vaccine that was approved a year ago,
June of 2006, to prevent the contraction
of this HPV virus, and it is a great vac-
cine. The studies, the phase III trials,
while there, Mr. Speaker, may be some
minor side effects, the safety seems to
be there. The recommendation, of
course, is that sexually active young
women between the ages of, well, actu-
ally 9 and 16, I would hasten to add
that there are not too many 9-year-olds
that are sexually active, but the vac-
cine is approved for those in that age
group.

It is thought that a series of three
vaccines, given a month or two apart,
at the cost of $360 just for the vaccine,
probably up to $500 once you add the
cost of going to a physician, going to a
gynecologist and having these vaccines
administered, the cost of an office
visit, the administration of the vac-
cine, probably a $500 charge, but a good
investment in this humble Member,
physician Member, former gyne-
cologist, in his opinion, probably a
good choice for a young woman even at
the age of 14 or 15, if she is sexually ac-
tive or going to be sexually active, or
maybe even a little bit younger if her
parents are concerned about that possi-
bility.

Then I think the vaccination that
has been developed by this pharma-
ceutical company and the vaccine re-
ferred to earlier, Gardisil, I would high-
ly recommend, and if I was still prac-
ticing medicine, Mr. Speaker, and a
mom brought her daughter in and
asked me about that and said that she
heard about it and wondered if I would
recommend it, I would absolutely rec-
ommend it.

But what was done in the last month
or so, and this Member just happened
to notice, and that is why I say this
maybe seems like a small thing, but
what it does is the mandate was issued
that every single girl in that State at
age 11, before going from elementary
school, grammar school, to middle
school, would have to have that vac-
cine, or she would not be able to con-
tinue in that public school system.

Mr. Speaker, that is just flat wrong,
and my bill that I introduced the very
next day in this body, H.R. 1153, the
title of that bill is the Parental Right
to Decide Protection Act, because this
is all about the rights of a parent to de-
cide what is best for their child. There
is no State interest in this because, as
I point out, you do not contract human
papilloma virus by casual contact. No,
it is by sexual activity, and to force
every single 1ll-year-old child in this
country to get that vaccination or they
cannot go to the public school system,
even though they have paid their prop-
erty taxes, they live in that school dis-
trict, they have been in that school dis-
trict, they have supported that school
district, and their parents teach their
children, maybe they believe firmly in
abstinence-based sexual education, but
they have that right to decide. The
State does not have that right.
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