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Zogby poll showed that a majority of service
members who knew a gay member in their
unit said the person’s presence had no nega-
tive impact on the unit or personal morale.
Senior leaders such as retired Gen. John
Shalikashvili and Lt. Gen. Daniel
Christman, a former West Point super-
intendent, are calling for a second look.

Second, 24 nations, including 12 in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and nine in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, permit open service.
Despite controversy surrounding the policy
change, it has had no negative impact on
morale, cohesion, readiness or recruitment.
Our allies did not display such acceptance
back when we voted on ‘“‘don’t ask, don’t
tell,” but we should consider their common-
sense example.

Third, there are not enough troops to per-
form the required mission. The Army is
“about broken,” in the words of Colin Pow-
ell. The Army’s chief of staff, Gen. Peter
Schoomaker, told the House Armed Services
Committee in December that ‘‘the active-
duty Army of 507,000 will break unless the
force is expanded by 7,000 more soldiers a
year.” To fill its needs, the Army is granting
a record number of ‘“‘moral waivers,”’ allow-
ing even felons to enlist. Yet we turn away
patriotic gay and lesbian citizens.

The Urban Institute estimates that 65,000
gays are serving and that there are 1 million
gay veterans. These gay vets include Capt.
Cholene Espinoza, a former U-2 pilot who
logged more than 200 combat hours over
Iraq, and Marine Staff Sgt. Eric Alva, who
lost his right leg to an Iraqi land mine. Since
2005, more than 800 personnel have been dis-
charged from ‘‘critical fields’’—jobs consid-
ered essential but difficult in terms of train-
ing or retraining, such as linguists, medical
personnel and combat engineers. Aside from
allowing us to recruit and retain more per-
sonnel, permitting gays to serve openly
would enhance the quality of the armed
forces.

In World War II, a British mathematician
named Alan Turing led the effort to crack
the Nazis’ communication code. He mastered
the complex German enciphering machine,
helping to save the world, and his work laid
the basis for modern computer science. Does
it matter that Turing was gay? This week,
Gen. Peter Pace, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs, said that homosexuality is ‘‘im-
moral”’ and that the ban on open service
should therefore not be changed. Would Pace
call Turing “‘immoral”?

Since 1993, I have had the rich satisfaction
of knowing and working with many openly
gay and lesbian Americans, and I have come
to realize that ‘‘gay’ is an artificial cat-
egory when it comes to measuring a man or
woman’s on-the-job performance or commit-
ment to shared goals. It says little about the
person. Our differences and prejudices pale
next to our historic challenge. Gen. Pace is
entitled, like anyone, to his personal opin-
ion, even if it is completely out of the main-
stream of American thinking. But he should
know better than to assert this opinion as
the basis for policy of a military that rep-
resents and serves an entire nation. Let us
end ‘“‘don’t ask, don’t tell.” This policy has
become a serious detriment to the readiness
of America’s forces as they attempt to ac-
complish what is arguably the most chal-
lenging mission in our long and cherished
history.
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Mr. MCNULTY. Madam Speaker, the Amer-
ican people join with the people of Greece in
celebrating the 186th anniversary of the revo-
lution that freed the Greek people from the
Ottoman Empire.

The bedrock of our close relationship with
Greece is our mutual devotion to freedom and
democracy and our unshakable determination
to fight, if need be, to protect these rights.

Greek philosophers and political leaders—
Cleisthenes and Pericles and their succes-
sors—had great influence upon America’s
Founding Fathers in their creation of these
United States.

We, as a Nation, owe a great debt to
Greece. Greece is the birthplace of democ-
racy, as we know it.

Thomas Jefferson said, “To the ancient
Greeks, we are all indebted for the light which
led ourselves (American colonists) out of
Gothic darkness.”

The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001
were an attack on democracy and freedom—
not just against our people, but also against all
freedom-loving people everywhere in the
world. The Greek people understand this.

| congratulate the people of Greece and
wish them a Happy National Birthday.

———
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to express my support both for the men
and women fighting for our Nation with im-
measurable courage and commitment and for
the legislation that would bring them home,
the “U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Health
and Irag Accountability Act.”

While | have opposed this war from the be-
ginning, our duty now is to resolve this conflict
as quickly as possible. We must stabilize the
country, protect innocent lIragis, and lay the
groundwork to return our troops to their fami-
lies.

We were lead into war on the basis of false
presumptions drawn from faulty intelligence.
Our soldiers are now being attacked daily by
anonymous road-side bombs that the factions
fighting in a civil war are targeting against our
troops—whom we were told would be greeted
as liberators.

Billions of taxpayer dollars have simply van-
ished in Irag, while bilions more have been
given away in no-bid contracts or embezzled.
At the same time, our troops are going without
the body armor and the advanced HUMVEE
protections—such as the MRAP system—that
would reduce casualties. This is simply inex-
cusable.

Further, at the present time, according to a
survey by USA Today and other media, 6 in
10 Iraqis (61 percent) believe their lives are
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going badly, while only a third (35 percent)
agree that improvements in current conditions
are on the horizon.

Unfortunately, there are no easy answers to
the disaster that the Administration’s actions in
Iraq have created.

However, | believe we must try to ensure
that we do not leave Iraq worse off than it was
before the invasion. Until Iraqis feel safe in
their country and see progress in their lives, it
will not be possible to bring stability to that na-
tion.

Importantly, as the most recent National In-
telligence Estimate has made clear, this is not
something that can be accomplished by the
use of military force—it can be achieved only
when Iraqgis come together to make the dif-
ficult political decisions that will create a gov-
ernment truly capable of governing.

Further, the Iraq Study Group advised that
a gradual draw-down of troops is most likely to
stabilize the country when combined with seri-
ous negotiations with all of Irag’s neighbors—
including Iran and Syria.

This is why | stand here today in support of
the “U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Health
and Iraq Accountability Act.” This bill would
hold the President and Iraq to the benchmarks
President Bush himself has stated must be
reached to resolve this crisis.

If these benchmarks are not being met in
the months to come, this Act would require
that our troops be redeployed. Frankly, if we
are not making progress in Iragq, we have no
reason to be there.

Further, we owe it to the Iraqis, who have
lost tens of thousands of their loved ones, to
require that the political solutions that are cen-
tral to their success are the benchmarks
against which we measure our progress.

Additionally, let me note that this bill would
also require that all forces sent to battle be
adequately rested, trained, and equipped.
While the President could waive this require-
ment, frankly | do not believe it is ever in our
interest to send forces into combat who are
not fully ready and who do not have the latest
protective equipment we can provide.

Our forces have done all and more than we
have asked of them and their families have
been patiently sacrificing for four long years.
We owe it to them to adequately protect them
while they are deployed and to bring them
home before the 5th anniversary of this war
passes.

That is why | urge my colleagues to vote in
favor of this bill.
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Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, Bob Hattoy
was a true American original. Sadly, he
passed away earlier this month due to AIDS-
related complications. His passionate voice on
social justice and environmental issues helped
break down barriers and moved the country in
a better direction.

Bob’s defining trait was his passion. He al-
ways fought hard for what he believed in—no
matter who or what stood in his way. This was
especially true during his time as the Cali-
fornia regional director for the Sierra Club.
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