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United States they can count for the
census purpose. There is a lot of polit-
ical power, most of that is on the left,
and there is a lot of business power,
most of that is on the right.

We have this, it’s an unusual, odd and
some would say an unholy alliance. I
think of it as a set of barbells where
you have the weight on the right of the
business interests, where you have the
weight on the left is the political
power, and the barbell in the middle,
that handle that you pick it up with,
the bar, that’s the middle class. The
middle class is being squeezed ever
more narrow because of the overload
on the upside and the overload on the
downside our economy.

We got to this point last year, and we
did all we could do. But the American
people became cynical because they
weren’t seeing legislation get to the
President’s desk that fixed the prob-
lem. Now we are faced again this year
with trying to arrive at a consensus,
trying to arrive at something that pre-
serves the rule of law, does not provide
amnesty, satisfies the interests on both
ends of that barbell that I described,
and doing it quickly. Because once we
get past the summer, once we get past
the August break, we are into the fast
slide into the next Presidential race, as
well as the elections here and a third of
the Senate.

But the Presidential race, if it’s done
and if it’s done right, we will take this
issue up in Congress, and if we don’t
solve it first, it will be become the
issue du jour of the Presidential de-
bates. And I am looking forward to a
Presidential candidate that will step
forward with clarity on this issue and
start that inertia towards the White
House. That is the one thing that can
solve this issue. That is my best hope.

Mr. GINGREY. The point the gen-
tleman from Iowa is making is that we
have really tried hard in this body to
address this problem. We on this side of
the aisle, when we were in control and
had the majority in the 109th, felt very
strongly that first and foremost to
solve the problem and ultimately de-
cide what to do with the 20 million
that are estimated to be here illegally,
is to stop the hemorrhaging. As a phy-
sician member, I use that expression a
lot, having been a surgeon in my pre-
vious life, OB/GYN physician, but you
have to stop the bleeding. If you sit
there and let the patient continue to
bleed, and that is analogous to the po-
rous borders, the 3 or 4 million that
continue to come in every year, in ad-
dition to the 2 million that the gen-
tleman from California was talking
about earlier, then the patient is going
to die. That patient, as the lifeblood
seeps out of us, is the United States of
America.

So it is so important to do the things
that we have done, tried to do in regard
to Mr. SENSENBRENNER'’s legislation. He
was a champion in regard to the REAL
ID Act. Basically the REAL ID Act was
just in response to the request of the
survivors of the 9/11 victims. As they

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

testified before the 9/11 Commission
and made those recommendations, 41
or so specific recommendations, one of
the most important ones was to say
you have got States that issue driver’s
licenses without requiring any proof of
legal residency. The 9/11 hijackers, 19 of
them I think, had something like 53, a
total in the aggregate of 53 legal issued
driver’s licenses from some 10 or 12
States.

So basically what we said is, look, we
can’t tell you, we the Federal Govern-
ment can’t tell the States how to run
their motor vehicle department and
how they issue driver’s licenses and to
whom and how long and how much you
pay for driver’s licenses, what age you
have to be, whether you have to take
driver’s ed or not. That is a State pre-
rogative, certainly. But if they do not
have proof of legal residence, not citi-
zenship, because a permanent legal
resident certainly can be granted a
driver’s license, then they can’t use
that license from that State for Fed-
eral purposes, like getting on an air-
plane and blowing it to smithereens or
using it as a guided missile.

I see Mr. Speaker is tapping me
down. I didn’t realize, I was having so
much fun with my colleague from Cali-
fornia, the chairman of the Immigra-
tion Reform Caucus, that all of a sud-
den our time has expired.

I appreciate his patience and indul-
gence. I continue to promote the Nu-
clear Family Protection Act. Let’s all
get behind it and thank you.

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate our hour. I hope the people in
Colorado enjoyed prime time back
there.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 45
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WELCH of Vermont) at 1
o’clock and 3 minutes a.m.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1433, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
HOUSE VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF
2007

Mr. CARDOZA, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 110-63) on the resolution (H.
Res. 260) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1433) to provide for the
treatment of the District of Columbia
as a Congressional district for purposes
of representation in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and for other purposes,
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which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1591, U.S. TROOP READINESS,
VETERANS’ HEALTH, AND IRAQ
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT, 2007

Mr. CARDOZA, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 110-64) on the resolution (H.
Res. 261) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1591) making emergency
supplemental appropriations for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2007,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON (at the
request of Mr. HOYER) for today on ac-
count of medical reasons.

Mr. KUCINICH (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for March 19 and 20.

Mr. MITCHELL (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for March 19.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia (at the request
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today after 1:30
p.m. on account of attending a memo-
rial service.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. LARSEN of Washington, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. Dicks, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. INSLEE, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. McDErRMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. SMITH of Washington, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, for 5
minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. JONES of North Carolina)
to revise and extend their remarks and
include extraneous material:)

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, March 26, 27, and 28.

Mrs. BLACKBURN, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, for 5
minutes, today.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.
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