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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Let’s speak of the
consequences of a ‘‘yes’” vote on the
Iraq supplemental.

A ‘“‘yes” vote would keep the war
going through the end of President
Bush’s term. It would provide money to
fuel an attack on Iran. It would force
the privatization of Iraqi oil. It would
escalate the insurgency. A ‘‘yes’ vote
would increase the number of troop
casualties in the middle of a civil war.
It would increase the number of civil-
ian casualties. It would create a de-
mand for more troops. It would force a
cutback in the agenda of many in Con-
gress because money that could be used
for schools, health care, seniors and
the environment would continue to be
spent for war. It would force the desta-
bilization of the Middle East and would
erode the public’s confidence in Con-
gress.

It is time to end the war; to bring the
troops home; to use the money that is
in the pipeline to bring the troops
home; to set in place a parallel process
to stabilize Iraq. That is what House
Resolution 1234 is about. I urge its con-
sideration and support of Members of
Congress.

BUYING VOTES TO MICROMANAGE
WAR IS WRONG

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, today we will debate the
emergency supplemental to fund our
efforts in Iraq and in Afghanistan. Will
it be an open debate? No. We will be op-
erating under a closed rule with no
amendments. Will it be a focused de-
bate? No. Unless you believe that pork
barrel spending on spinach farmers and
peanut storage are critical to the glob-
al war on terror.

A USA Today editorial said this: ‘It
is hard to say which is worse, leaders
offering peanuts for a vote of this mag-
nitude, or Members allowing their
votes to be bought for peanuts. These
provisions demean a bill that if en-
acted would affect the lives of troops in
Iraq and Afghanistan, the balance of
power in the Middle East and Amer-
ica’s long-term security.”

Reports today also say that if pork-
barrel spending isn’t enough, that
Democrat leaders are issuing veiled
threats, such as the loss of committee
assignments, for those Members who
oppose them. The Democrat leaders of-
fered the voters change in November,
but all the Nation is getting is politics
worse than usual.

The supplemental should be defeated,
and the Democrat majority should
come back with a bill that honors our
troops and does not demean their sac-
rifice.
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IN FAVOR OF THE WAR
SUPPLEMENTAL

(Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of a new direction in
Iraq.

For 4 years, Republican Congresses
followed lock-step as this President led
our country into an open-ended com-
mitment refereeing a religious civil
war on the streets of Baghdad and Iraq.

After the fall of Saddam Hussein, en-
suring no weapons of mass destruction,
and several elections, the Republican
Congress still follows lock-step as my
fellow soldiers continue to give the ul-
timate sacrifice in Iraq, without a
clear mission, without benchmarks to
determine success, and without a clear
timeline for coming home. That ends
in the 110th Congress. This is a defining
moment.

Mr. Speaker, many of us were elected
to Congress on the promise of new lead-
ership. That is what the Iraq Account-
ability Act does. It leads the way out
of Iraq, leads the way to rebuild our
overextended Army, and leads the way
to win the war on terror.

For too long the American people
have been craving leadership, craving
accountability and craving new direc-
tion in Iraq. Let’s give them that with
this piece of legislation.

——————

LET’S GIVE OUR TROOPS A CLEAN
EMERGENCY SPENDING BILL

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I support
the war in Iraq and the President’s call
for reinforcements. I made every effort
to support our troops in the field, but I
cannot support the Iraq supplemental
because it is fiscally irresponsible and
constitutionally flawed.

Emergency war spending bills should
be about emergency war spending. In
addition to much-needed support for
our troops, this legislation contains
billions of dollars in domestic spending
that have nothing whatsoever to do
with our national defense. And this bill
is constitutionally flawed.

Under the Constitution, it is very
clear; Congress may declare war; Con-
gress may choose to fund or choose not
to fund war; but Congress may not con-
duct war.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is fis-
cally irresponsible and constitu-
tionally flawed. The American people
expect this Congress to send our sol-
diers the resources they need to win in
Afghanistan and Iraq with no strings
and no pork. I urge my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle, consider
carefully what you will do today. The
American people want our troops to
come home, but they want them to win
and come home. Let’s give them a
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clean emergency spending bill,
give them a chance to do just that.

———
FEBRUARY JOB NUMBERS

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, the most recent employment
report showing modest job gains in
February provided further signs of a
slowing economy. Private sector em-
ployment rose by just 58,000 jobs, the
smallest monthly gain in nearly 2%
years.

The unemployment rate edged down
last month only because the labor force
shrank, and many people are discour-
aged by their job prospects. This is
hardly the picture of a robust labor
market, which is not good news for
workers.

President Bush is now tied with his
father for the dubious honor of having
the worst job-creation record of any
President since President Hoover.
American families are understandably
worried about the future because the
economy is weakening even before
many have shared in the gains from
the economic growth so far.

and

—
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EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
FUNDS PORK

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, this week
politicians in Congress are trying to
use our military troops as a bargaining
chip for their own pork barrel and do-
mestic projects. Some of these projects
are designed to buy votes of wavering
Members. The bill includes such things
as $25 million for spinach subsidies, $74
million for peanut storage, $120 million
for the shrimp industry, money for
extra office space for the House of Rep-
resentatives.

This bill ought to focus on our
troops. Congress is telling the Presi-
dent you cannot fund body armor for
our troops in combat until you give us
more money for our pet projects and
pork barrel. Those tactics are fiscally
irresponsible and wrong. Let’s pass a
clean emergency spending bill.

——————

ALL AMERICANS DESERVE REP-
RESENTATION IN HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I stand today to support legislation
that will bring Washington, D.C. into
this century. It is time to give the citi-
zens of Washington, D.C. the right to
vote in the United States Congress.
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They have the right to pay taxes, but
they don’t have the right to vote in the
United States Congress. They have the
right to serve in the military, but they
don’t have the right to vote in the
United States Congress.

While the Constitution of the United
States does not directly address this
question, it does speak of government
of the people, by the people, for the
people. It is time for the people of
Washington, D.C. to participate in this
form of government.

No other democracy in the free world
has in its capital people who cannot
vote. It is time to give the citizens of
Washington, D.C. the right to vote in
the United States Congress.

————

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
FUNDS PORK, LITERALLY

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘such sums
as may be necessary are hereby appro-
priated for livestock producers.”

Mr. Speaker, the so-called U.S.
Troops Readiness, Veterans’ Health
and Iraq Accountability Act contains
this open-ended appropriation for pork,
literally. The Troops Readiness bill
contains another open-ended payment
of taxpayer dollars for crop payments.

While the bill restricts funding for
our troops, it would provide $25 million
in a bailout for spinach farmers, an-
other $74 in taxpayer dollars for peanut
storage, and $283 million for milk pro-
ducers. All of this spending is des-
ignated under the bill as emergency
wartime supplemental appropriations,
language that means that the bill
waives the budget so we can pay pork
producers. It is ironic that this bill
treats pork producers better than our
troops.

It is no wonder that the majority will
not be allowed amendments to this bill,
because the American people would not
approve the payment of pork spending
under the name of our troops overseas.

———

NO MILITARY SOLUTION TO IRAQ
WAR

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, this
week the House will have a chance to
move the Iraq war in a new direction:
one that holds the Iraqi Government
accountable for meeting benchmarks
that they have already promised they
could make.

In contrast, the President’s only an-
swer is an open-ended commitment to
what even his own Pentagon now ad-
mits is a civil war. Military leaders
across the board have already told the
President that there is no military so-
lution to the war, and yet he continues
with the status quo.

Lieutenant General Peter Chiarelli
said in December: ‘““The proper political
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pieces must be in place in order for any
of the military, economic or social ini-
tiatives to take hold and flourish.”

Lieutenant General Raymond
Odierno said: ‘It is clear you cannot
solve this problem militarily.”

And just last month, Major General
Paul Eaton said: ‘“Time and again,
they have shown a tendency to focus
almost exclusively on military solu-
tions to problems without leveraging
the full economic, political and diplo-
matic solutions to problems.”’

These military leaders are correct.
Iraqis must step forward and make
critical political reforms if they really
want to begin to stem the violence. But
unlike the President, Democrats will
finally demand some accountability
from the Iraqi Government this week.

———

EMERGENCY WAR SPENDING

(Ms. GRANGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning in strong opposition to
the Democrat-sponsored emergency
supplemental. I fully support funding
our troops, but I will not be coerced
into voting for a politically motivated
deadline that helps our enemy.

As an appropriator, I am deeply dis-
appointed that the important mission
of funding our troops in harm’s way
has been overshadowed by over $21 bil-
lion in nonemergency spending. There
is an appropriate time and place to dis-
cuss the war and funding important
projects, but it shouldn’t be done on
the backs of young Americans fighting
overseas.

Setting deadlines and threatening to
restrict funds emboldens our common
enemy and will have disastrous effects
on the morale of American and Iraqi
troops fighting to bring security to our
war-torn region. Bringing troops home
before the situation has been stabilized
won’t end our global struggle against
terrorism. It would do the opposite.

I urge Members to oppose the supple-
mental. Our troops deserve to be fully
funded, and they clearly deserve the
support required to succeed. General
Petraeus deserves time to work his
plan. He is the general on the ground,
not the Congress.

————

MAN’S BEST FRIEND

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Presidents
Washington and Lincoln understood, as
does Michael Auberry, the true value of
man’s best friend.

America would have never known the
greatness of General George Wash-
ington if his dog, Mopsey, had not
saved the young lad when he wandered
far from home.

Fido, Lincoln’s dog, allegedly jumped
in front of a knife-wielding drunk, sav-
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ing President Lincoln from injury.
Gandalf is the latest of these heroes.

Gandalf, a 2-year-old Shiloh shepherd
heard the cries for help and answered
like a true soldier. He led searchers to
Michael Auberry, a 12-year-old Boy
Scout who had been lost for 4 days in
the woods. Thanks to Gandalf, Michael
was safely returned to his family.

Gandalf, a search-and-rescue dog, is a
trailing dog trained to pursue specific
individuals by following their scent.
When time is short and the situation is
extreme, it is man’s best friend who an-
swers the call. Rescue dogs, bomb sniff-
ing dogs, and drug dogs are always
loyal to guide, reassure, rescue, and
save us.

As Harry Truman once said: ‘‘Dogs
are as necessary to the welfare of our
country as Wall Street and the rail-
roads.” Dogs, man’s best friend.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1433, DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA HOUSE VOTING RIGHTS
ACT OF 2007

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 260 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 260

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 1433) to provide for
the treatment of the District of Columbia as
a Congressional district for purposes of rep-
resentation in the House of Representatives,
and for other purposes. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived
except those arising under clause 9 or 10 of
rule XXI. The amendment printed in the re-
port of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against the bill, as amended, are waived. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill, as amended, to final pas-
sage without intervening motion except: (1)
one hour and twenty minutes of debate, with
one hour equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on the Judiciary and 20
minutes equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 1433
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to a time designated by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CAPUANO). The gentleman from New
York (Mr. ARCURI) is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS). All time
yielded during consideration of the rule
is for debate only.

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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