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So what does this mean? This means
that the Federal Government and the
Justice Department and the Federal
prosecutors along the Texas-Mexico
border and the entire border with Mex-
ico need to get their act together and
prosecute people that illegally come
into the United States.

They need to quit prosecuting the
border protectors and spending all of
the American money going down into
Mexico and finding drug smugglers and
giving them immunity for bringing
drugs into the United States and pros-
ecuting border agents like Ramos and
Compean. They need to quit making
deals with seven or eight illegals who
came into Texas and were caught by
Deputy Gilmer Hernandez, and then
they were given a deal to stay in the
country, given green cards, all to pros-
ecute Deputy Hernandez because he
fired his gun.

We need to find the resources to pro-
tect our border. Whatever it takes, we
have to protect the border. It is the
duty of our government to protect the
sovereignty of this Nation.

Today this House just spent billions
of dollars dumping money for spinach
farmers and peanut farmers and for all
kinds of little special pork projects in
this country. Maybe that money would
have been better spent to find more fa-
cilities to detain the illegals, to find
more immigration judges to hear these
cases, and to find more prosecutors
who will do their job and prosecute the
illegals in this country and deport
them back where they came from no
matter where they are.

Mr. Speaker, it is the first duty of
government to protect its people, and
that includes the people that live in
the United States. Part of that protec-
tion is to keep us protecting from the
unlawful invasion of foreigners who
come to this country without permis-
sion. Whether they come here just for
illegal reasons, criminal intent, wheth-
er they are human smugglers or drug
smugglers, or whether they are terror-
ists, they need to stay out. And when
caught, they need to be deported the
first time, not the sixth time. This six
time rule, five get-out-of-jail-free cards
by our Federal Government, and this
absurd policy needs to be eliminated
immediately.

I yield back the remainder of my
time saying that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SARBANES addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

MEETING OUR MORAL OBLIGATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, just a
few days ago we commemorated the
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fourth anniversary of the United
States’ invasion of Iraq. Today we
pause, and we voted for the U.S. Troop
Readiness, Veterans’ Health, and Iraq
Accountability Act, and we took a piv-
otal step in responding to the mandate
issued by the American people.

I have opposed this war from the very
beginning; however, I voted for this
legislation because I am realistic about
our circumstances. As long as our
brave men and women are serving in
this country, we have a moral obliga-
tion to ensure that they are trained,
equipped and rested when they go into
battle. Supporting this measure was
not easy, especially in light of the fact
that a young man from Baltimore,
Kendall Waters-Bey, who lived only a
few blocks from me, was the first to die
in the Iraq war.

However, after many discussions
with my constituents and much con-
templation, I strongly believe that
H.R. 1591 was in the best interest of our
brave men and women, the people of
Iraq, and the people of these great
United States.

Although I am opposed to the war, I
have a responsibility to vote my con-
science and a responsibility to help
protect the servicemembers while they
are risking their lives in Iraq. However,
it is more important that we take care
of those wounded warriors when they
return home. When they have risked so
much, we much respect them enough to
provide the quality of medical treat-
ment that they deserve.

Of the $124 billion to be spent, $900
million will be dedicated to two areas
that I feel are of utmost importance,
injuries which some military doctors
say have become the signature wounds
of the Iraq war: traumatic brain injury
and post-traumatic stress disorder.
This is in addition to the $20 million
dedicated to addressing the problems
that we saw at Walter Reed.

While H.R. 1591 provides $2.8 billion
for military health care, this is not
nearly enough for the thousands who
have already returned or for those who
are expected to need that care in the
future. However, it is my hope and my
intention to revisit this issue at a later
date.

This legislation is monumental be-
cause it marks the first time during
our efforts in Iraq that Congress will
hold the President accountable. No
more blank checks. We have estab-
lished benchmarks for the war in Iraq
that the President himself has repeat-
edly stated must be reached to resolve
this crisis. If these benchmarks are not
met, this legislation requires the
troops to be fully redeployed by August
2008.

I know that there are many reasons
that others oppose the legislation;
however, the reality of the situation is
very simple. Our troops will be in Iraq.
In fact, more troops are being mobi-
lized as we speak. We can no longer re-
main silent. We do not have the right
to remain silent. Failing to pass this
legislation was no option, because if we
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had failed to pass the legislation, we
would have been in a situation where
we would have sent to the President
the possibility of a stripped-down sup-
plemental. So we have a moral obliga-
tion to provide the equipment and the
adequate health care that our troops
need. We have done that with the pas-
sage of H.R. 1591.

I congratulate the Democratic lead-
ership, our Speaker NANCY PELOSI, cer-
tainly to STENY HOYER, and to our
whip JIM CLYBURN and all of the leader-
ship members.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. KING of Iowa addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, today we passed H.R. 1591, the U.S.
Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Health, and
Iraq Accountability Act of 2007.

Mr. Speaker, in so doing, we will do
at least three things: We will help our
troops and support those troops who
are in the field; we will provide assist-
ance and care for our veterans who are
at home; and we will also provide some
assistance for the friends, the family,
and the people who are in this country
at the same time we are helping our
troops.

I do want to remind people that the
troops are there risking their lives so
we can have a better life here.
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In so doing we want to make sure
that we take care of them, but we
should also be mindful that their fami-
lies and their friends back home have
needs as well. This bill addresses troops
in the field and family and friends who
are left behind.

Let us just talk for a moment, if we
may, about what happened today. We
had a bipartisan bill to pass the House.
Democrats and Republicans supported
this effort. Members of Congress voted
their consciences, and I do not be-
grudge any Member for any vote that a
Member took. I do want to talk for a
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moment about what this bill will mean
to the American people and especially
to our soldiers who are in the field.

This bill provides $1.2 billion approxi-
mately for Afghanistan. It provides $2.8
billion for defense health; for veterans
health, $1.7 billion; for readiness, mili-
tary readiness which is important, we
want our men and women, our soldiers,
to be prepared, $2.5 billion.

But at home, we have some needs as
well, and this bill addresses many of
our needs at home. Aviation security is
important to us, $1.25 billion. Port,
transit and border security is impor-
tant to us, $1.25 billion. Disaster relief
is important to people who were left
behind, $910 million.

There are those who have made com-
ments about agriculture and the assist-
ance that we are providing. Many of
those persons who are in the field, who
are in harm’s way, came from the farm
lands of America, and they have rel-
atives who are still in need here. We
must support the troops, but we can
also do it and support the friends, rel-
atives and family members that they
left behind. So, yes, for agriculture dis-
aster we have $140 million.

We also have many children in this
country who are not getting the proper
health care, many children without
health care in the richest country in
the world. If we truly want to leave no
child behind, we have to do more than
fund schools. If we want to leave no
child behind, we have got to make sure
every child that goes to school is
healthy, that every child is mentally
ready to embrace the learning process.
We have $750 million for the CHIP pro-
gram. This will help children have good
health care.

There are wildfires in this country.
Many family members and friends of
our troops may have to suffer from an
incident that could be prevented. So we
do have wildfire suppression, $500 mil-
lion.

But there are people who may not be
related to the troops, who may not be
a friend of a member of our armed serv-
ices in harm’s way, and they, too, de-
serve some assistance, $400 million for
the energy assistance program.

I will close with this, Mr. Speaker,
and I thank you for the time. We must
protect and defend our country and we
have to protect our military in harm’s
way and the people who are left behind.

———

CELEBRATING NATIONAL
AGRICULTURE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WIL-
SON of Ohio). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor our Nation’s
agricultural producers. U.S. agri-
culture is innovative, adaptive and cer-
tainly responsive. I am here today to
celebrate National Ag Week which ends
tomorrow, as well as celebrate Na-
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tional Ag Day, which we celebrated on
Wednesday.

It goes without saying that agri-
culture is tremendously important to
my district and the Nation as a whole.
I hope you join me in celebrating ev-
eryone who works so hard to provide
nutrition for the world.

I represent one of the largest agri-
culture districts in the country. My
district ranks first in the value of sales
of grains and oil seeds, second in total
value of agricultural products sold, and
first in cattle and calf inventory. Ac-
cording to the Nebraska Department of
Agriculture, my State ranks first in
the Nation in commercial red meat
production as well.

In 2005, agriculture industry cash re-
ceipts contributed more than $11 bil-
lion to Nebraska’s economy. Over 20
percent of all Nebraskans are employed
in farm or farm-related jobs. Every dol-
lar in agriculture exports generates
$1.48 in additional economic activity
such as transportation, financing,
warehousing and production. Cash re-
ceipts from farm marketings contrib-
uted more than $11 billion to Nebras-
ka’s economy in 2005.

As impressive as those facts are, I do
want to make sure that the rural way
of life is enhanced and certainly en-
couraged to grow. As a member of the
House Agriculture Committee, I look
forward to helping draft the reauthor-
ization of the next farm bill before it
expires in September. My goal is to
create a workable, comprehensive
package which will strengthen Amer-
ican agriculture and provide long-term
stability for our Nation’s producers.
Any attempt to make major reforms of
the current farm program must be in
the long-term interests of American
agriculture. We know that we need
good, sustainable policy. Taxpayers ap-
preciate that, markets appreciate that,
and we can achieve that with a good,
hearty discussion. We must also ag-
gressively pursue new markets and
break down barriers to trade with
other countries.

In doing so, we must remain mindful
of other aspects of rural life, and that
is, the shrinking communities through-
out Nebraska and other rural areas. I
serve as a member of the House Agri-
culture Subcommittee on Rural Devel-
opment, as well as the House Rural
Caucus, and I know we must do all we
can to strengthen and protect our rural
communities, the backbone of our val-
ues and way of life. I look forward to
helping create strong, sustainable
world economies and responsible tax
policies to encourage economic devel-
opment for these areas.

As a member of the House Science
and Technology Committee, I am also
putting a priority on expanding mod-
ern technology in our district to sup-
port new and existing businesses, at-
tract new employers and make our
rural communities more competitive in
the modern economy.

So what are we really celebrating
this week? National Ag Day is a day to
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recognize and celebrate the abundance
provided by agriculture and our Na-
tion’s agriculture industry. Every year,
producers, agriculture associations,
corporations, universities, government
agencies and countless others across
America join together to recognize the
contributions of agriculture during
this week.

This year, National Ag Day was cele-
brated on March 21, 2007, the first day
of spring, and National Ag Week of
course runs through the rest of the
week. Ag Day was first celebrated in
1973, and this is the 34th year of cele-
brating Ag Day on the first day of
spring. I am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to make these remarks to take
part in this celebration.

The Agriculture Council of America
hosts the campaign on a national level;
however, awareness efforts in commu-
nities across America are as influen-
tial, if not more, than the broad scale
effort. If you are interested, I rec-
ommend checking out www.agday.org,
once again www.agday.org. The Web
site has a tremendous amount of infor-
mation, and I thank the ACA for let-
ting me use their information here
today.

Ag Day is about recognizing and cer-
tainly celebrating the contribution of
agriculture in our everyday lives. The
National Ag Day program encourages
every American to understand how
food and fiber products are produced,
to value the essential role of agri-
culture in maintaining a strong econ-
omy, appreciate the role that agri-
culture plays in providing safe, abun-
dant and affordable products.

Why do we celebrate agriculture?
Certainly, agriculture provides almost
everything we eat, use and wear on a
daily basis, but too few people truly
understand this contribution and cer-
tainly may not appreciate it as we
should.

This is particularly the case in our
schools where students may only be ex-
posed to agriculture if they enroll in
the very specific and related vocational
training. By building awareness, the
Agriculture Council of America is en-
couraging young people to consider ca-
reer opportunities in agriculture.

Each American farmer feeds nearly
130 people, a dramatic increase from 25
people in the 1960s. Let me repeat that:
each American farmer feeds nearly 130
people and certainly a dramatic in-
crease from the 25 people that each
American farmer fed in the 1960s. Quite
simply, American agriculture is doing
more and doing it better; and as the
world population soars, there is an
even greater demand for the food and
fiber produced in the United States.

From a team of horses in the early
1900s to tractors with the power of 40 to
300 horses today, American farmers
provide consumers with more and cer-
tainly better quality food than ever be-
fore. In fact, one farmer now supplies
food, as I mentioned earlier, for about
129 people very specifically in the U.S.
and abroad, compared to just 25.8 peo-
ple in 1960.
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