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others. The only reason we had ac-
countability there, finally, is because
we have a check and balance. We have
oversight and hearings going on. Con-
gress is asking questions. We are not
allowing one person to make all of the
decisions and impose them on the peo-
ple that he represents. Finally.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
we have all worked very hard this week
to see the positive outcome of the leg-
islation today.

As I started, I would like to close in
my comments today by saying that I
am glad that the Members voted in the
affirmative for this legislation that
passed. I think the American people
will reflect on this day, and historians
will reflect on this day that this has
been the first day by the House of Rep-
resentatives since the start of the war
in Iraq that there were true account-
ability measures in there. There is re-
porting back to the Congress that the
troops were protected by the language
that the Department of Defense used as
relates to its own policy of deploying
troops, of sending troops back into the-
ater on another rotation of what they
have to have. I think men and women
in uniform and their families will be
forever appreciative of our action here
today.

It is like when you are working at a
work site, not at headquarters, you are
working in a subsidiary, and you know
there are certain policies management
is supposed to meet, but because no-
body is watching, they decide to waive
the policy manual and have you work
overtime without being paid overtime,
or have you working in conditions that
you should not be working in just to
keep their numbers up so they don’t
get in trouble with their bosses.

Well, with the emergency supple-
mental that we passed here today, we
have the backs of those workers. In
this case, we have the backs of the men
and women who wear the uniform.

Furthermore, I think it is important
for those who have served in a battle
zone that we have started down the
track of making sure that we provide
the kind of funding so when they get
back, they will be able to get the coun-
seling that they deserve. There is
money in here to prevent abuse as it
relates to children and families when
they get back to military bases, and
there is money to make sure that vet-
erans don’t have to wait months to be
able to see a specialist. I think it is
very, very important because there is a
back end to this war, and there is a re-
ality to this war, and it is our responsi-
bility to ensure there is assistance to
those who need it when they come
back.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the
American people for the role that they
have played during this whole war.
This week here at the Capitol we had
people that were supporting the war,
and against war but saying we have to
support our troops. And I commend
both of them for exercising their rights
as Americans to be able to speak to

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

their government about their feelings.
I am glad that we live in a country
that you can do that.

I am glad that Members did come to
the floor. Some of them voted their
conscience, some voted partisanship,
and some voted because it was the
right thing to do on behalf of this legis-
lation.

As we move on with this process of
bringing accountability to the war in
Iraq and bringing an end to the war in
Iraq with troops on the ground, that
Members continue to pay attention to
what our democracy is all about. I
commend the Speaker for standing in
the wind, getting bugs in her teeth on
this issue and being tough on this issue
even when we were in the minority.
Now we are in the majority, and I
think the American people are going to
be very appreciative.

I thank the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida for hosting this hour today. It is al-
ways an honor to come to the floor and
talk about the actions of today and
look forward to tomorrow.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. We
have locked elbows for 12 years, Mr.
MEEK, worked together and fought to-
gether. As we close, I was thinking as
you were closing that you and I, we
were born 3 weeks apart. The Vietnam
war, when the Vietnam war was end-
ing, we were less than 10 years old. We
were little kids. I don’t remember
much about how the Vietnam War
closed out, but that was the beginning
part of the history lessons that we had
in public school.

I remember learning about, and I
have read articles and read textbooks
and studied for exams learning about
what happened to our men and women
in uniform when they came back from
that war. As they came back, they
were spat upon and disrespected and
unappreciated. We see sadly the results
of that with so many of the homeless
and mentally disabled veterans that
scatter on our Mall and who stand up
for the rights of veterans.

I have to tell you, I am also proud of
the American people because as we
grew up, and as we spent the balance of
our lives until this point without there
being war, that is not how our troops
are treated any longer. The American
people grew, and they learned, and that
is what I am incredibly proud of.

I am proud that our colleagues today
did two things that are important: We
used our heads, and we listened with
our hearts, and we will be able to bring
our men and women in uniform home
from this war. Until then, we will
make sure that they have the funding
that they need, the equipment that
they deserve, and the plan to get them
home.

Mr. Speaker, the 30-Something Work-
ing Group is always proud to be able to
come to the floor at the pleasure of the
Speaker of the House and our leader-
ship team. If anyone wants to contact
us or see any of the charts or see any
of the information that we have talked
about on the floor this afternoon, they
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can e-mail us at
30SomethingDems@mail.house.gov or
visit us at our Web site,

www.speaker.gov/30something.

OMISSION FROM THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF THURSDAY,
MARCH 22, 2007 AT PAGE H2954

————

CORRECTION TO THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF WEDNES-
DAY, MARCH 21, 2007 AT PAGE
H2760

Ms. WATERS. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. TAYLOR)
for 2 minutes.

Mr. TAYLOR. First let me tell the
gentleman from Georgia I appreciate
him trying to save some money. I
think his efforts, though, are a year
late. If you want to look for Katrina
fraud, look for Katrina fraud that was
perpetrated by the Bush administra-
tion.

In south Mississippi we had 40,000
people at one point living in FEMA
trailers. We are grateful for every one
of them, but those trailers were deliv-
ered by a friend of the President, Riley
Bechtel, a major contributor to the
Bush administration. He got $16,000 to
haul a trailer the last 70 miles from
Purvis, Mississippi down to the gulf
coast, hook it up to a garden hose,
hook it up to a sewer tap and plug it in;
$16,000.

So the gentleman never came to the
floor once last year to talk about that
fraud. But now little towns like
Waveland, Bay Saint Louis, Pas Chris-
tian, that have no tax base because
their stores were destroyed in the
storm, a county like Hancock County
where 90 percent of the residents lost
everything, or at least substantial
damage to their home, he wants to
punish Bay Saint Louis, he wants to
punish Waveland, he wants to punish
Pas Christian.

* % %

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIRMAN

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Chair
would ask Members to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Chairman,
I would inquire as to whether or not
those words are eligible to be taken
down.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Chair
cannot render an advisory opinion on
that point.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Chairman,
I demand that his words be taken
down.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)
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