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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE
SCHWARTZ FAMILY

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Schwartz family for their philan-
thropic efforts in the Jewish Community of Las
Vegas and for their many contributions to pro-
vide the Las Vegas Valley with a new commu-
nity center and synagogue.

The Schwartz family, principals of Great
American Capital, a real estate development
company found in Las Vegas, have been lead-
ers in the development, acquisition, operation
and management of high quality commercial
and residential real estate projects in Nevada
and Southern California. As a result of their
civic generosity, the construction of the Beit
Allon Chabad of Summerlin Community Cen-
ter and Synagogue was completed and
opened in April of 2006. This facility has
emerged as one of the most magnificent syna-
gogues in Las Vegas and includes the finest,
up-to-date facilities for education, socializing,
and catering affairs. For their humanitarian ef-
forts and community service the Schwartz
family is being recognized as inaugural recipi-
ents of the Chabad of Summerlin Founder's
Award.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
Schwartz family. Their commitment to the
Jewish Community is commendable and | con-
gratulate them on their much deserved rec-
ognition. | thank them for their dedication and
loyalty and wish them the best in their future
endeavors.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO MELINDA JAMES-
DELROSARIO, RN, BSN

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Brooklyn, New York resident
Melinda DelRosario. Melinda DelRosario was
born in Panama City in the Republic of Pan-
ama. She attended the Instituto Nacional in
the Republic of Panama and became the
youngest member of the senior choir and
usher ministry at Rio Abajo Methodist Church.
Upon migrating to the U.S. Ms. DelRosario at-
tended Eramus High School in Brooklyn, New
York. In pursuit of a nursing career she
earned a BSN Degree at St. Joseph College
in Brooklyn, New York graduating with Phi
Beta Kappa honors.

Upon graduation from St. Joseph College,
she assumed various administrative positions
in home care and hospitals, among them;
Kings Brook Jewish Medical Center as an Ad-
ministrative Supervisor/Administrator on duty.

Currently, Melinda oversees the Nurse Con-
nection Program with Village Care of New
York in conjunction with Roche Pharma-
ceutical Company. Ms. DelRosario is an HIV
Nurse and consultant. She also instructs doc-
tors and nurses in the administration of fuzeon
therapy for HIV positive patients. In addition,
Melinda provides in home instruction to pa-
tients and counseling to families.
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Besides working as a healthcare provider,
Melinda has been a prolific community activist
and commonly known for her spirit of coopera-
tion and punctuality. Twenty-five years ago,
she became a member of “The Diggers.” This
is an organization led by Mr. Roman Foster
who researched historical facts on the building
and construction of the Panama Canal. This
research resulted in the production of a docu-
mentary which provided narratives and anec-
dotes with the contributions of West Indians
and the Caribbean works in Panama during
the Canal’s construction.

Melinda James-DelRosario was also a
member of the Madison Democratic Club; the
former Secretary of the Panamanian Nurses
Association and the Caribbean Nurses Asso-
ciation; Travel Coordinator with MIPOPA
which is an organization group headed by Dr.
Carlos E. Russell which advocates the rights
of Panamanians to vote abroad. She is a
member of Panama Vote 2004, an organiza-
tion led by Dr. George Priestly, which raised
funds to support the candidacy of President
Martin Torrijos and Probisida, an organization
dedicated to providing assistance to HIV posi-
tive patients.

Melinda is also a civic minded, community
oriented individual who embraces the concept
of caring and sharing in issues affecting those
who have been disenfranchised.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
Melinda James-DelRosario for her good works
and accomplishments in our community.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to Melinda James-
DelRosario.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE FIRST ANNUAL
CESAR CHAVEZ MARCH

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2007

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 20th anniversary of the nam-
ing of Chavez Drive and the first annual Cesar
Chavez March in my hometown of Flint, Michi-
gan. A celebration and fundraiser for the
United Farm Workers members will be held on
March 31st to coincide with what would have
been the late Cesar Chavez’s 80th birthday.

Born on a family farm, March 31, 1927,
Cesar Chavez witnessed firsthand the suf-
fering of migrant workers. When the family lost
the farm during the Great Depression, Cesar
toiled in the fields following crops across the
Southwest. After serving in the US Navy dur-
ing World War Il he returned to farm work and
began his lifelong commitment to justice for
migrant workers.

During the 1960s Cesar Chavez, in reaction
to the conditions he witnessed in the fields,
became a union activist. Adopting the tech-
niques of industrial unions like the UAW,
Cesar fought against agribusiness and unfair
laws that forbade farm workers from orga-
nizing. A nationwide boycott of table grapes
and a 25-day hunger strike brought the United
Farm Workers international attention. His lead-
ership and personal commitment forced agri-
business to sign the first union contract with
the United Farm Workers. He labored to im-
prove the health and safety of the workers. He
fought successfully to end the use of harmful
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chemicals like DDT and benefited not only the
worker but the consumer as well.

When Cesar Chavez died in 1993, over
40,000 people attended his funeral. In a show
of respect for the man who had changed so
many lives, our nation posthumously awarded
him the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Madam Speaker, Flint, Michigan was the
first community in our nation to honor this
great humanitarian by naming a street after
Cesar Chavez. | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in honoring the memory of
Cesar Chavez and his legacy to the American
people.

——
U.S. TROOP READINESS, VET-
ERANS’ HEALTH AND IRAQ AC-

COUNTABILITY ACT, 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 23, 2007

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 1591.

On May 1, 2003, on the U.S.S. Abraham
Lincoln off the coast of San Diego, President
Bush announced to the American public and
the world that the mission in Iraq had been ac-
complished.

Now, nearly 4 years later, our military is still
deeply involved in Irag—with no end in sight.

This spending measure puts pressure on
the Iraqi government to follow through on their
political and security promises and ensures
that our government will take the necessary
steps to scale down our military involvement in
Iraq.

In fact, it actually gives the Iraqis the lever-
age they need to push the agenda beyond a
military solution.

This legislation may not be the preferred
way to end this conflict, but not one good
choice remains.

Up until now, Congress has been AWOL in
its oversight responsibility. As a result, our
military readiness has suffered.

Without this legislation, the readiness and
strength of United States military will continue
to degrade.

As a member of the House Armed Services
Committee, | cannot sit idly by and watch our
Army and our National Guard be stretched to
the brink.

Nor can we tolerate the strategic risk posed
by devoting so much of our military’s time,
training and equipment to the conflict in Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, without this legislation, the ad-
ministration will not be held accountable to
achieve progress and success.

Now is the time to exert oversight of this
conflict and make the difficult, but necessary
choice of establishing requirements and ex-
pectations.

From the deck of the U.S.S. Lincoln Presi-
dent Bush said, “Other nations in history have
fought in foreign lands and remained to oc-
cupy and exploit. Americans, following a bat-
tle, want nothing more than to return home.”

Mr. Speaker, Americans have bravely fought
for 4 years to protect the United States and
bring hope to the people of Irag. For the sake
of our military readiness, international credi-
bility and safety of Americans in harm’s way in
Iraq, it is time to make plans to bring them
home.
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| urge my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to take a hard look at where we are
today in Irag, and vote for legislation that will
provide the funding our troops badly need and
accountability for success and results in Irag.
—

PAYING TRIBUTE TO FRANK J.
FERTITTA AND LORENZO J.
FERTITTA

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor my good friends Frank J. Fertitta,
Chairman of the Board and C.E.O. of Station
Casino and Lorenzo J. Fertitta, Vice Chairman
of the Board and President of Station Casino
as well as the entire Fertitta family.

Through the consistent efforts of Frank and
Lorenzo Fertitta, Station Casino was recently
recognized by Fortune magazine as one of the
top 100 companies to work for nationwide.
The management of Station Casino, which
has received this recognition for 3 consecutive
years, has enacted several policies aimed at
bettering the quality of life for its team mem-
bers. One such program, initiated by Frank
and Lorenzo, provides team members with as-
sistance becoming homeowners. Another pro-
gram offers assistance to team members
seeking to become U.S. Citizens; this program
offers assistance such as citizenship applica-
tion classes, study material for the citizenship
examination, and payroll advances for citizen-
ship application. As a result of this program, in
2006, 28 Station team members gained U.S.
citizenship and currently 260 more team mem-
bers are attending citizenship classes.

In addition to implementing programs to en-
hance certain aspects of their employees’
lives, Frank and Lorenzo Fertitta have cul-
tivated a working environment founded upon
ideals of camaraderie, respect and fairness.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor my
good friends Frank Fertitta, Lorenzo Fertitta
and the entire Fertitta family. Their dedication
to their employees is commendable and | wish
them continued success in their future en-
deavors.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO JOYCE McDONALD

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. | rise today to pay tribute to
Brooklyn resident Joyce McDonald. Joyce
McDonald was born to parents Willie and Flor-
ence McDonald and raised in Brooklyn’s Far-
ragut Houses. Joyce is the third eldest of
seven children. She was reared in a house-
hold where unconditional love was practiced
and family values were instilled.

Joyce attended P.S. 287, Sands JHS 265
as well as Fashion Industry High School. Her
love and compassion for people led her to be-
come a volunteer at Cumberland Hospital as
a Junior Nurse’s Aide at 16-years-old for the
terminally ill. Joyce’s teenaged years were not
always so hopeful.

During her teen years into adulthood, Joyce
made many bad choices. Thirty years after-

ward, she changed direction. Joyce has sur-
vived various forms of mental and physical
abuses which include rape, attempted suicide,
depression and a 25-year heroin addiction. In
1995, Joyce tested positive for HIV and was
later diagnosed with AIDS.

Despite her diagnosis, Joyce continued to
share her life’s story and artistic talents with
the world.

Without any formal art training, Joyce
McDonald is currently a world renowned artist.
Her work has been exhibited in galleries,
schools, universities, shelters, nursing homes
and hospitals. Her testimony and art has been
shared throughout the country via the media.

Joyce has received numerous awards, in-
cluding: the 2002 Martin Luther King, Jr. Serv-
ice Award, the 2003 Church of the Open Door
Woman of the Year Award, the 2004 Isler's
Award from the Women’s Empowerment
Movement, and the 2004 Governor's Citation
from Maryland. In 2005, Joyce was one of
nine Magnificent Women of Brooklyn honored
by Senator Velmanette Montgomery and re-
ceived a citation from the New York Assembly.
She has also received the Dr. Martin Luther
King Award from Emmanuel Baptist Church.

Joyce McDonald’s talents include being an
artist, sculptress, designer, writer, singer, poet
and motivational speaker. These are talents
she attributes to her family, including her Dad
who is now deceased, her Mother, her two
married daughters and their spouses and her
six grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
the impressive achievements of this extraor-
dinary individual, who through her own pain
found it within herself to help others.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to this wonderful per-
son and her creative works.

———

GULF COAST HURRICANE HOUSING
RECOVERY ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1227) to assist in
the provision of affordable housing to low-in-
come families affected by Hurricane Katrina:

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise to speak on the amendment of-
fered by Mrs. BIGGERT. The region affected by
Hurricane Katrina could use additional afford-
able housing units beyond those occupied at
the time of the hurricane. However, this is a
problem that exists for many communities
across the country and should be addressed
in a comprehensive manner by adequately
funding the Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

In the 4th Congressional District of Min-
nesota, the average wait time for public hous-
ing is over 5 years, and most waiting lists are
closed. There is a deficit of 12,635 affordable
housing units for very low-income families. It is
a serious problem when too many families do
not have safe, stable housing.

The Administration’s response to this prob-
lem was to flat fund the Section 8 program,
ensuring that our communities cannot address
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the waiting lists that currently exist, and to pro-
pose significant cuts to Community Develop-
ment Block Grants.

We need a comprehensive solution to af-
fordable housing needs—both in the Gulf
Coast Region and across the country. |
strongly support the Gulf Coast Hurricane Re-
covery Act, and will support efforts to increase
access to safe affordable housing for all Amer-
icans.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE INY
FAMILY

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Iny Family for their numerous
contributions to the Jewish Community of Las
Vegas and for their many contributions to pro-
vide the Las Vegas Valley with a new commu-
nity center and synagogue.

The Iny Family, principals of Great Amer-
ican Capital, a real estate development com-
pany found in Las Vegas, have been leaders
in the development, acquisition, operation and
management of high quality commercial and
residential real estate projects in Nevada and
Southern California. As a result of their civic
generosity, the construction of the Beit Allon
Chabad of Summerlin Community Center and
Synagogue was completed and opened in
April of 2006. This facility has emerged as one
of the most magnificent synagogues in Las
Vegas and includes the finest, up-to-date fa-
cilities for education, socializing, and catering
affairs. For their humanitarian efforts and com-
munity service, the Iny Family is being recog-
nized as inaugural recipients of the Chabad of
Summerlin Founder’'s Award.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
Iny Family. Their commitment to the Jewish
Community is commendable and | congratu-
late them on their much deserved recognition.
| thank them for their dedication and loyalty
and wish them the best in their future endeav-
ors.

———

A TRIBUTE TO EUGENIA “GENIE”
SWINSON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Ms. Eugenia Elizabeth
Swinson. Eugenia Swinson, or “Genie,” was
born in Savannah, GA, to Eugene and Carrie
Swinson. She was raised on Long lIsland’s
South Shore Bay in New York. Genie and her
9 siblings are products of the Bay Shore Pub-
lic School District. After graduation, all of them
attended college. Genie decided upon C.W.
Post College with a major of vocal music.

During her studies at Post, she toured Eu-
rope her freshman year with the Chamber and
Madrigal Ensembles. Upon returning from the
tour, she decided to move to California to
launch a professional singing career. This
turned out be a wise decision because once
there she had an opportunity to work with
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