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the Congressional Budget Office, the
Office of Management and Budget. Any
number of nonpartisan government
agencies agree. All the experts agree.
On the Budget Committee that Mr.
GARRETT and Mr. BARRETT and I sit on,
every single expert who came in said
that this entitlement spending, this
planned growth in spending, is a dis-
aster, a budget disaster, that we can
see. It is a train coming down the track
right into our eyes. But we are not
blinded. It is not like we can’t see it,
Mr. Speaker. It is right here. We can
see it. It is right here on this chart. We
know it is coming, and we know the
only way to deal with it is to reform
these things.

So where are they? Where are those
reforms? What will people do if that
top tax rate rises?

Let me pull out one of these other
charts. Just think about it. Doubling
taxes. I realize it is quite a few years
off, but if we don’t deal with it now, we
will get there. What does that mean? I
guess that means the 39 percent rate
would go almost 80 percent. That cap-
ital gains would have to go to 40. The
estate tax, I guess you just take it all,
which has happened in some countries
before. The child tax credit, you prob-
ably get rid of it. And the lowest tax
bracket would probably need to go up
to 20 or 25 percent.

Those obviously aren’t exact figures
or anything like that, Mr. Speaker, but
just to give a sense of what we are
talking about here if we don’t do some-
thing, if we don’t change these proc-
esses and change this. Because if you
look at this chart again, the reason we
can see the train coming is, if we do
nothing, absolutely nothing, to change
Social Security, that is this one, Medi-
care and Medicaid is this one, interest
on the debt is that one. If we did noth-
ing to change existing law, it is not
like you have to do more, that we have
to take action to spend this money.
This is the money that will get spent if
we do nothing, if we leave it alone
under existing law. That is why we
have to take action, and it is for the
kids.

Our kids can’t bear this burden. Peo-
ple have said that if we allow this to
happen that my children will be the
first generation of Americans to have a
lower standing of living than their par-
ents. We have never had that happen in
this country, and we should never let it
happen in this country. The only way
it is going to happen is if we shirk our
responsibility today, because, gosh, it
is 15 years off, let’s deal with it later.

This isn’t about destroying Social
Security. This is about saving Social
Security. Because you really can’t pay
for this. There isn’t enough money in
the economy. So we have to reform it.
We have to change the way it works to
save it.

That is why Republican budgets will
say we should save the Social Security
system. We shouldn’t spend it. That is
why it is part of the American Tax-
payers’ Bill of Rights, which a group of
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us Republicans introduced a few weeks
ago, where we said if you pay money
for your retirement it should only be
spent on your retirement. It shouldn’t
be spent on something else.

This isn’t about destroying Medicare
or wrecking Medicare, as you will prob-
ably hear demagoguery on the other
side. It is about saving it. It won’t con-
tinue this way. There isn’t enough
money. We have to save it, and to save
it we must reform it.

You will see proposals, you will see
reform, but not in the Democratic
budget that we see today. And that is
what is so disappointing, Mr. Speaker.
We can’t ignore it. We shouldn’t ignore
it. It is right there. It is right before
us.

Our children will look back at this
time in the future as to what we did
with their inheritance. And I don’t
mean about the death tax necessarily.
I mean the inheritance of optimism
that is so much a part of the American
ethos, the optimism that the average
American can always do better, that
anyone can lift themselves up, that
they can move things forward.

Instead, this is saying, no, we have to
take more of your money. We have to
move things backwards. You may not
be able to have the same things that
your parents had because we need more
of your money for a failed and ineffi-
cient system.

That is not the America my parents
left me, it is not the America that I
want to leave my children, but it is the
America that this Democratic budget
is heading us towards.

Mr. Speaker, we do not need the larg-
est tax increase in American history.
We need to let people keep more of
their money, not less. Families will not
struggle because government doesn’t
spend enough. Families will struggle
when government spends too much and
takes too much of their money.

Mr. Speaker, we need a solvent So-
cial Security system, a solvent retire-
ment system, not one that takes the
money that that is taken out of peo-
ple’s paycheck for their retirement and
spends it on other things and not one
that is unsustainable, that won’t exist
20 or 30 years from now.

Mr. Speaker, we need a Medicare sys-
tem, a healthcare system, where people
control their own healthcare, where
people control their own destiny, not
where the government is telling them
what to do and telling them how to do
it and using one of the most inefficient
methods and high cost to do so. We
have to reform that, or it won’t exist
in the future.

Yes, this Democratic budget is full of
empty promises. You will hear about
them over the next few days and
weeks. You will hear that they promise
to spend more money on this and spend
more money on that and spend more
money on the other thing, and in some
cases they are definitely planning to do
that. What they are not telling you is
where they are getting it, and they are
getting it right out of your pocket.
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In some cases, they are going to say
we are going to spend more money on
this and spend more money on that and
grow this program and grow that pro-
gram; and, as Mr. BARRETT from South
Carolina said earlier, they don’t actu-
ally have the money in the budget to
do it. They are just telling you, oh,
yeah, we are going to do it. But we will
find the money later.

Well, you can be sure where they are
going to get that money, probably the
place they get the other money, right
out of the American taxpayer. It is the
only place to go, unless you cut spend-
ing somewhere else, which we are very
happy to talk about, very willing to do.
That is always something you do in
budgets, you set those priorities.

Yes, it is a budget filled with empty
promises, except one, the largest tax
increase in American history.

Mr. Speaker, American taxpayers de-
serve better, and I hope that we will
defeat this budget later this week.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALTMIRE). All Members are reminded
to address their comments to the
Chair.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) is recognized for
60 minutes.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, it is good to see you in the
Chair this evening.

This has been a pretty amazing first
3 months for a new Member such as
myself, who just joined this Chamber
after having watched it from afar for a
number of years. As our majority lead-
er said at an engagement earlier to-
night, this has really been one of the
most remarkably productive Con-
gresses in as long as he can remember
being here. That is important. That is
important to me.

Mr. Speaker, we are going to be
joined later tonight by Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, who is just beginning her sec-
ond term. I think she shares a lot of
the same frustration that the new
Members do, that for all of the impor-
tant policy changes that this Congress
has started, whether you want to talk
about raising the minimum wage,
starting to repeal some of these mas-
sive tax breaks we have given to the oil
industry, the very important action
that we took on Friday that we will
talk about in terms of Iraq and the new
direction that this Democratic Con-
gress is beginning to set on what we do
in Iraq, maybe the most important
thing was that we started getting this
place to work again and starting to
give our constituents out there faith
that Congress is back to work for the
people of this country. Instead of sort
of waiting for the special interests and
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