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Who is going to stand and speak for 

the future against the processes the 
Congress uses today to fund and grow 
the Government, not worrying about 
how we pay for it in the future? Will 
you? Will you challenge this process? 
Will you say enough is enough? Will 
you do your part as a citizen of this 
country to make a difference, to hold 
people accountable here, rather than 
let the continued culture—and I call it 
a culture which actually the majority 
party ran on. It is a culture of corrup-
tion. When you do for you and steal 
from those who are weak and have no 
access or ability to pay it, that is cor-
ruption. It is morally corrupt. It is a 
process by which we undermine the 
very foundation upon which our coun-
try has become strong. If we continue 
it, what we will see is a weakened na-
tion. 

We now have $70 trillion of unfunded 
liabilities for Medicare, Medicaid, and 
Social Security. Think about that for a 
minute. Go figure out how many zeroes 
are associated with $1 trillion. If you 
had everyone who was worth more than 
$1 billion in the world sell all of their 
assets tomorrow and give every bit of 
that to the U.S. Government, it 
wouldn’t even pay the interest for 1 
year. How is it we can be going down 
this road? How is it we can be turning 
our backs on the principles that made 
us great as a nation—the idea of per-
sonal responsibility even applied to 
Senators, and accountability, and 
transparency. We are going to hear a 
lot of stories about what is and isn’t 
happening with this bill over the next 
3 or 4 days, but the question I hope the 
American people will ask themselves is 
where is the money coming from? 
Where is the money coming from? If it 
is not in a pot somewhere and if it is 
not saved, somebody is going to have 
to pay for it. 

This money is coming from the big 
Visa card of the Federal Government. 
We are going to ‘‘cha-ching’’ and we 
are going to say: Grandchildren, you 
have to pay for this war in Iraq, plus 
another $19 billion, because we don’t 
have the courage to hold this Govern-
ment accountable. We don’t even have 
the courage to hold ourselves account-
able. We don’t have the courage to 
eliminate the duplication, the fraud, 
and the waste that accounts for over 
$200 billion every year in this $3 tril-
lion budget. There is no courage here 
to face that. We can do oversight hear-
ings, and we have done so. Senator 
CARPER and myself did 46, more than 
any other committee of Congress, over 
the last 2 years. What we found was al-
most $200 billion of either duplicative 
programs, wasteful programs, or out-
right fraud. Yet where is the Congress 
offsetting those with this bill? No. It is 
too hard work. You might offend some-
body. The next election is more impor-
tant than the next generation. Being 
here is more important than doing 
what is the best thing for our Nation. 

So I hope as we approach this bill, 
the American public will ask that ques-

tion about where the sacrifice comes 
from to do this. Where does the sac-
rifice come from? Unfortunately, it is 
going to come from the next 2 genera-
tions. It is hard to identify what that 
means, but with $9 trillion of actual 
outstanding debt we have now and the 
$70 trillion of unfunded liability, it 
doesn’t take a great imagination to un-
derstand how that might impact our 
children and grandchildren, with high 
interest rates, lack of ability to afford 
a college education, inability to own a 
home, buy a new car. All of those 
things are coming as we continue to 
steal the future from our children and 
our grandchildren. The big government 
credit card. It is only available because 
there is a lack of backbone and spine in 
the Congress to do what is necessary to 
give the American people true value 
from their Government. It is hard. A 
lot of people get upset. But I would 
much rather stand here and try to 
change it now than try to explain to 
my grandchildren why we didn’t 
change it, why we didn’t do that. 

I have some hope the American peo-
ple are starting to wake up to the 
budgetary gimmicks and processes the 
Congress uses. When they really awak-
en, what they are going to do is change 
who runs this place. It is going to be 
real citizen legislators. It is going to be 
people who care about the future more 
than they care about today. It is going 
to be people who care about a heritage 
that continues to be and create and 
hold forth the greatest experiment in 
freedom that has ever been. Without 
that change, as Will Durant said: 

Great societies are never conquered from 
without until they rot from within. 

This is part of the rotting process we 
are going to see over the next 5 days in 
the Senate. If people summon courage, 
summon long-term viewpoint, summon 
sacrifice of giving up of themselves, 
whether it be position or power so we 
can create something better, the coun-
try will be all the better for that. If we 
don’t, there won’t be a headline that 
says: ‘‘Grandchildren hurt by supple-
mental bill,’’ but it doesn’t mean they 
won’t be. The fact is they will. 

It is interesting the accounting that 
Washington uses. Last year the official 
number on the deficit was $175 billion, 
but the real number, the amount the 
debt went up, was $360 billion. If you 
are at home and you have a checkbook 
and you spend $175 more than you had 
in the checkbook, but at the end of the 
year you charged another $200 on top of 
it, you really spent it all, and you went 
into debt for that whole amount. But 
we don’t do what national accounting 
standards say. We play a game. We 
take the Social Security money and we 
lessen the effect of what we are doing 
through Social Security and 30 some 
other trust funds such as the inland 
waterway trust fund and several oth-
ers, and the retirement of the employ-
ees of the Federal Government that is 
not funded, and we add all that back 
and we make it look better than it is. 

The idea behind a half lie is a whole 
truth, but it is not. A half truth is a 
whole lie. 

So my hope is when we have this de-
bate on this bill, this $121 billion bill, 
America will say: Wait a minute. Why 
aren’t you paying for it? Why aren’t 
you trimming some of the fat? Why 
aren’t you trimming some of the prob-
lems? Why aren’t you doing that? Be-
cause it is hard. That is not a good 
enough reason to undermine the future 
of this country. 

Mr. President, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to come and speak this evening 
and the staff staying here. 

Mr. President, I note the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask that 
morning business be closed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

U.S. TROOP READINESS, VET-
ERANS’ HEALTH, AND IRAQ AC-
COUNTABILITY ACT, 2007—Contin-
ued 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the substitute 
amendment be agreed to, the bill, as 
amended, be considered as original text 
for the purpose of further amendments, 
and that no points of order be consid-
ered waived by virtue of this agree-
ment; further, that the pending Coch-
ran amendment remain in order, not-
withstanding this agreement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 641) was agreed 
to. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send a 

cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close the debate on Cal-
endar No. 84, H.R. 1591, the emergency sup-
plemental 2007 appropriations bill. 

Harry Reid, Robert C. Byrd, Jack Reed, 
Patrick Leahy, B.A. Mikulski, Byron 
L. Dorgan, Christopher J. Dodd, Dianne 
Feinstein, Richard J. Durbin, Chuck 
Schumer, Debbie Stabenow, Barbara 
Boxer, Herb Kohl, Jay Rockefeller, Joe 
Biden, E. Benjamin Nelson, Daniel K. 
Akaka, Ted Kennedy. 
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CORRECTION

August 1, 2007, Congressional Record
Correction To Page S3747
On Page S3747, March 26, 2007, the following appears: The amendment (No. 643) was agreed to.

The online version has been corrected to read: The amendment (No. 641) was agreed to.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-18T11:15:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




