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healthy growth and adds over $15 billion an-
nually to the value of U.S. crops. 

Madam Speaker, the number of honey bee 
colonies throughout North America has gradu-
ally declined in recent decades due to 
parasites, pathogens, toxins and a host of 
other environmental factors. However, this rate 
of decline has increased significantly with the 
emergence of Colony Collapse Disorder. If the 
current rate of decline continues, the United 
States will be forced to rely more heavily on 
imported foods. This destabilization of Amer-
ican food security would have adverse effects 
on the availability, price, and quality of the 
many fruits, vegetables, and other products 
that depend on animal pollination. 

I am proud of the vibrant variety of produce 
and citrus my district contributes to our Na-
tion’s food supply. However, this is an issue 
that not only impacts Floridians, but all citizens 
throughout this Nation. This is why I am hon-
ored that the Florida Department of Agriculture 
has contributed significantly to addressing Col-
ony Collapse Disorder through the work of 
Jerry Hayes, Assistant Chief of the Bureau of 
Plant and Apiary Inspection. Mr. Hayes has 
contributed significantly to the Colony Collapse 
Disorder Working Group and I commend his 
effort along with those of his colleagues at the 
Pennsylvania State University, the United 
States Department of Agriculture—Agricultural 
Research Service, Bee Alert Technology, Inc., 
North Carolina State University, and the Penn-
sylvania Department of Agriculture. 

Madam Speaker, it is necessary to provide 
funding to sustain the vital research of the 
Colony Collapse Disorder Working Group and 
the United States Department of Agriculture. 
As a former member of the Committee on 
Science and a graduate of Fisk University with 
an undergraduate degree in Zoology, I under-
stand the value of their critical research. More 
specifically, this legislation will authorize im-
mediate funding for laboratories conducting 
agricultural research at United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture facilities as well as a re-
serve of $10,000,000 for cooperative state re-
search, education, and extension service 
grants to conduct relevant research to protect 
American agriculture. This legislation also au-
thorizes $5,250,000 over five years to conduct 
research specifically on Colony Collapse Dis-
order in the many affected States. 

Madam Speaker, it is vital that this Con-
gress takes on the task of supporting the work 
of the Colony Collapse Disorder Working 
Group. I would like to commend my colleague 
Chairman CARDOZA of the Subcommittee on 
Horticulture and Organic Agriculture for taking 
up this charge by calling for a hearing on 
‘‘Honey Bee Decline’’ this upcoming Thursday, 
March 29, 2007. I hope that the Pollinator Pro-
tection Act that I introduce today will aid in this 
cause and urge this Congress to prioritize this 
effort. I look forward to working with Chairman 
CARDOZA on this issue and offer my utmost 
support for restoring stability to honey bee pol-
linated agriculture in this great Nation. 
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HONORING THE TUSKEGEE 
AIRMEN 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the 

Tuskegee Airmen on receiving the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. ‘‘Tuskegee Airmen’’ refers 
to all who were involved in the so-called 
‘‘Tuskegee Experiment,’’ the Army Air Corps 
program to train African Americans to fly and 
maintain combat aircraft. The Tuskegee Air-
men included pilots, navigators, bombardiers, 
maintenance and support staff, instructors, 
and all the personnel who kept the planes in 
the air and bravely served our Nation during 
World War II. 

In July 1941, 13 men started the first avia-
tion cadet class at Tuskegee Army Field in 
Tuskegee, Alabama. After 9 months of vig-
orous flight training, 5 men successfully com-
pleted the program and graduated from the 
Tuskegee Flying School. These 5 airmen in-
cluded CPT Lemuel R. Custis of my home 
State of Connecticut, who went on to become 
one of the first members of the 99th Fighter 
Squadron. The United States sent the 99th 
Fighter Squadron to North Africa and later Eu-
rope, where the Tuskegee Airmen proved to 
be valuable to the Allied Forces. In total, the 
Tuskegee Airmen of the 99th, 100th, 301st, 
and 302nd Fighter Squadrons distinguished 
themselves with 1,578 missions. Also, the 
332nd earned a Presidential Unit Citation for 
‘‘outstanding courage, aggressiveness, and 
combat technique’’ while escorting heavy 
bombers over Germany, The next generation 
of these outstanding individuals featured an-
other constituent of mine, Flight Officer Connie 
Nappier, Jr., of Hartford, Connecticut. Nappier 
strived to excel at his work and passed every 
navigation exercise. Despite his accomplish-
ments, he and others were constantly accused 
of cheating or denied credit for their out-
standing achievements, which went directly to 
the white instructors. Connie Nappier and 100 
other men were even thrown in prison for at-
tempting to use the segregated Officer’s Club 
at Freeman Field in Indiana, only to be re-
leased at the order of President Truman. The 
brave efforts of men like Connie Nappier, Jr., 
paved the way for African American aviators in 
the military. 

Finally, these outstanding individuals will of-
ficially receive the award and credit that they 
have long deserved. Unfortunately, my con-
stituent, Lemuel Custis passed away in Feb-
ruary of 2005 at the age of 89, and will not 
have the opportunity to receive the honor he 
long deserved for his brave service to our Na-
tion. Custis himself recognized in his own 
words that the Tuskegee Airmen ‘‘were fight-
ing a war on two fronts. They were fighting the 
enemy in Europe and Africa and they fought 
a Jim Crow society at home.’’ Lemuel Custis 
was a hero and a true patriot, but is widely re-
membered to be a ‘‘humble man who loved 
his country.’’ Lemuel Custis, Connie Nappier, 
Jr., and the rest of the Tuskegee Airmen 
bravely rose above the obstacles set by the 
rampant discrimination of the period, and cou-
rageously defended a democracy that had not 
yet embraced them as true citizens. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to join me today in honoring the 
Tuskegee Airmen for their outstanding service 
to our Nation. I feel privileged to assist in hon-
oring heroes like Lemuel Custis and Connie 
Nappier, Jr. who stood up to defend our Na-
tion in the midst of World War II, and helped 
to break down the racial barriers of the United 
States military. We all owe them our apprecia-
tion and respect for their valiant contribution to 
this county. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF ENSIGN JESSE L. BROWN, USN 

HON. GENE TAYLOR 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 27, 2007 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in tribute to the life and service of ENS Jesse 
LeRoy Brown, United States Navy. Ensign 
Brown was born in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, on 
13 October 1926. He enlisted in the Naval Re-
serve in 1946 and was appointed a Mid-
shipman, USN, the following year. After at-
tending Navy pre-flight school and flight train-
ing, he was designated a Naval Aviator in Oc-
tober 1948, the first African-American to 
achieve this status. Midshipman Brown was 
then assigned to Fighter Squadron 32. He re-
ceived his commission as an Ensign in April 
1949. 

During the Korean War, he operated from 
USS Leyte, flying F4U–4 Corsair fighter air-
craft in support of United Nations forces. On 
December 4, 1950, while on a close air sup-
port mission near the Chosin Reservoir, En-
sign Brown’s plane was hit by enemy fire and 
crashed. Despite heroic efforts by other avi-
ators, he could not be rescued and died in his 
aircraft. ENS Jesse L. Brown was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for his Korean War 
combat service. 

In honor of his service, the Secretary of the 
Navy named the 38th ship in the Knox-class 
of frigates the USS Jesse L. Brown. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues will 
join me in honoring Jesse’s memory, and cele-
brating the addition of a plaque in his memory 
to the Naval Aviation Monument Park in Vir-
ginia Beach, to be presented May 5, 2007. 
Ensign Brown was both a pioneer and a 
model of service to country, who gave his life 
that we might enjoy our freedom. 

f 

DR. RABBI PAUL B. SILTON 

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. MCNULTY. Madam Speaker, this morn-
ing I had the honor of introducing our guest 
chaplain for today, my very dear friend and 
teacher, Dr. Rabbi Paul Silton of Temple Israel 
in Albany, New York. 

In order for House Members to have a 
greater understanding of Rabbi Silton’s ex-
traordinary accomplishments, I submit a more 
detailed description of his impressive back-
ground: 

Dr. Rabbi Paul Silton, Rabbi of Temple 
Israel, the largest conservative synagogue in 
northeast New York, received his B.A. in Phi-
losophy from Boston University, an M.A. in 
Hebrew Literature and Rabbinical Ordination 
from the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America in 1970, and a Doctor of Divinity in 
1996. At his graduation from the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary, he was awarded the top 
prize in Pastoral Counseling. While at the 
Seminary, he studied at the Meir Yeshiva in 
Brooklyn and taught at religious schools in 
Fort Lee, New Jersey; Hartford, Connecticut; 
and Rumson, New Jersey. He also served as 
Gabbai of the Seminary Synagogue under the 
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supervision of Dr. Rabbi Saul Lieberman and 
Dr. Rabbi Louis Finkelstein. Prior to his move 
to Albany, New York, Rabbi Silton spent 6 
years as a teacher and Education Director at 
Camps Ramah in Glen Spey, New York and 
in Palmer, Massachusetts. Rabbi Silton arrived 
in Albany after serving as Rabbi at Congrega-
tion Beth Israel in North Adams, Massachu-
setts. While in North Adams, Rabbi Silton 
taught at Williams College and served as pris-
on chaplain. 

Already in 1974, the pattern of Rabbi 
Silton’s Rabbinate began to diverge from that 
of his colleagues. Here at Temple Israel, he 
began his career as Educational Director for 
students N–12, including the Communal High 
School, Camp Givah Director and assistant to 
Rabbi Kieval. In each of those areas, he ac-
tively fostered growth and change. Gradually 
the nursery school expanded into a full Early 
Childhood Center, servicing day care needs of 
pre-kindergarten youngsters and their parents. 
It now includes Baby and Me, Mommy (or 
Daddy) and Me toddler programs, and morn-
ing and afternoon nursery. The Religious 
School extended to 7 hours a week and fea-
tured a school-wide Israeli Dance Program, 
which eventually grew to present dance per-
formances in Albany, Boston, and New York 
City. On Shabbatot and High Holidays, 
preprimary and primary children in addition to 
‘‘Juniors’’ could now attend services especially 
designed for them. As they grew older, stu-
dents could tour and study in Israel with dou-
ble the amount of scholarship aid from gen-
erous member endowments and community 
sources. Adults could now attend class 5 days 
a week and occasionally participate in Hebrew 
Reading Marathons; Professor Stephen Berk’s 
lecture series became a most successful Adult 
Education program. 

At Camp Givah, Rabbi Silton founded the 
Kibbutz Program, inspired the building of Yam 
Sarah (Givah’s lake), the arts and crafts cen-
ter, and the early childhood shelter. He intro-
duced and developed programs in boating, 
gymnastics, computers, horseback riding, and 
Red Cross Boating Certification. For younger 
children who literally could not wait until next 
summer’s Givah excitement, he originated and 
organized Camp Horef Katan, a winter camp. 

As Rabbi Silton’s responsibilities increased, 
so his avid interest in many other areas con-
tinued to expand. He founded Holocaust Sur-
vivors and Friends in Pursuit of Justice and he 
hosted the first major 3-day national Holocaust 
conference for 1500 participants in April 1984 
at Temple Israel. Since then he has organized 
a multitude of services for the community 
Kristalnacht and Holocaust Memorial com-
memorations, featuring international figures 
such as Beate Klarsfeld. He visited Germany 
several times in support of those testifying at 
war crimes trials, to officiate at an interfaith 
service in Passau, Germany, and at other 
events that united survivors and liberators. 

Silton’s most passionate efforts, however, 
have focused on Temple and community. In 
addition to attending to traditional Rabbinical 
duties at Temple Israel, he greatly expanded 
the Bar and Bat Mitzvah roles of boys and 
girls, initiated full reading of the scrolls by 
women on various holidays, a women’s prayer 
group, Rosh Chodesh benching, P’Sukei 
D’Zimra, and regular Torah reading; he intro-
duced Birkat Kohanim on an ongoing basis, a 
hashkamah (early) minyan and a learners’ 
minyan. He also began a daily study program 

of Jewish text which takes place every morn-
ing. This study program has continued for the 
past 10 years. In addition, he strengthened the 
daily minyanim, instituted Yom Kippur dia-
logues with inspiring international figures, initi-
ated holiday dinners and workshops, orga-
nized Hassidic Song Festivals, Cantorial con-
certs and innumerable Kallot featuring inter-
national performers and scholars. Through the 
efforts of Rabbi Silton, Temple Israel has re-
ceived numerous awards from United Syna-
gogue of Conservative Judaism including 
those for: Israel Affairs, Camp Givah, Per-
forming Arts, Community Relations and Israel/ 
Masorti Affairs as well as Education Awards 
for Programming, High School Education and 
the Framework for Excellence Synagogue 
School Program Award. He assisted in the 
founding of HADAR, the award-winning Judaic 
Art and Book Center at Temple Israel. Rabbi 
Silton has also been featured in four books in-
cluding The Outraged Conscience by Rochelle 
G. Saidel, 1984; Against the Stream: Growing 
Up Where Hitler Used to Live by Anna 
Rosmus, 2002; Out of Passau: Leaving a City 
Hitler Called Home by Anna Rosmus, 2004; 
and in a soon to be published book about the 
Sabbath by Christopher Ringwald. 

All of the above mentioned activities at-
tracted the community to Temple Israel but 
Silton directly involved himself in countless 
community events as well. For nearly 20 years 
he directed the Communal High School and 
taught at the Bet Shraga Capital District He-
brew Academy. When Soviet Jewish immigra-
tion was at its height, he supervised the ritual 
circumcisions of nearly all Soviet immigrants’ 
male children, arranged and officiated at the 
first Russian Jewish wedding and Bar Mitzvah 
of these newly settled immigrants in the Cap-
ital District. In addition to serving on a host of 
community boards and committees including 
the Police Review Board under Mayor Gerald 
Jennings, he initiated the first Jewish-Latino 
Seder, hosted the third annual Black-Jewish 
Seder, assisted the Aviva chapter of B’nai 
B’rith with the first Seder for the develop-
mentally disabled, discussed Judaism with 
hundreds of church groups and taught basic 
Judaism classes and has lectured at area col-
leges including College of St. Rose, Maria 
College, Siena College, and SUNY Albany. He 
also worked with Mayor Jennings on the ob-
servance of Yom HaShoah to honor the late 
Chiune Sugihara, a Japanese ‘‘Oskar 
Schindler’’. In 1994, Silton built the first 
mikveh owned by Temple Israel to serve the 
congregation and the entire Capital district 
community. The building of the mikveh has 
been an inspiration to other conservative con-
gregations throughout the country. An article 
about it will be coming out in the very near fu-
ture of United Synagogue Review. 

On an ongoing basis, Rabbi Silton teaches 
in the Temple Israel Educational Center: junior 
high, high school, and adult education depart-
ments. Following the Six Day War, Rabbi 
Silton spent a year of study in Israel with his 
wife, Faye. While studying at the Hebrew Uni-
versity and the Rav Kook Yeshiva in Jeru-
salem, he learned to become a Mohel. Or-
dained in 1968 by the Chief Rabbinate of 
Israel, he has officiated at thousands of B’ritol 
Milah from Syracuse to the Catskills to West-
ern Massachusetts. Rabbi Silton and his wife, 
Faye, are the parents of Elana (Dr. Ari) 
Moskowitz, Michal (David, Esq.) Kahan, Dr. 
Akiva (Dr. Sharon) Silton, Tamar, Esq. (Jer-

emy) Epstein, Aviva (Ami) Robinson, Nava 
Silton and Shira Silton. They currently have 15 
grandchildren. 

f 

COMMENDING THE ADELPHI NEW 
YORK STATEWIDE BREAST CAN-
CER HOTLINE & SUPPORT PRO-
GRAM 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to commend the Adelphi 
New York Statewide Breast Cancer Hotline & 
Support Program (‘‘the Program’’). The Pro-
gram, established 27 years ago at the Adelphi 
University School of Social Work, was one of 
the first breast cancer programs in the coun-
try. This highly respected and valued program 
has developed important services that have 
been replicated throughout the U.S., and vol-
unteers have been crucial to the services pro-
vided. On April 19, 2007, the Program volun-
teers who have given women a place to turn 
when faced with breast cancer will be recog-
nized. 

The dedicated volunteers and staff of the 
Program offer crucial information and emo-
tional support to people throughout New York 
who are coping with breast cancer. Almost all 
the 100 volunteers have had breast cancer. 
They know the fear and confusion that comes 
with the discovery of a breast lump or the di-
agnosis of breast cancer. Because they have 
‘‘been there,’’ they immediately provide hope 
and much more to callers. These highly 
trained and well-supervised volunteers direct 
callers to the latest information, sending pam-
phlets and other resources when needed. 
They let them know what services are avail-
able in their communities. And they are a 
‘‘shoulder to lean on’’ for callers. They are 
there to listen and to help and get people 
through difficult times. 

My office has used the program many times 
when constituents have come to me looking 
for help for themselves or their family mem-
bers. I have been able to refer them to the 
Adelphi Program knowing that they will be 
handled with care and concern and given the 
best possible assistance. In the Healthy Fami-
lies and Communities Subcommittee, of which 
I am the Chairwoman, we have explored the 
need for volunteers and I understand how crit-
ical volunteerism is to this Nation. I thank the 
Program and its volunteers for their work. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MINNIE BELLE 
MCINTOSH 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize one of my constituents, 
Minnie Belle McIntosh, who celebrates her 
100th birthday on March 30, 2007. 

Minnie Belle McIntosh has led an extraor-
dinary life. When she was only 4 years old, 
her mother died of tuberculosis, leaving her 
and her sister Anne as orphans to be shuttled 
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