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likes to call them, leading the children’s church 
and vacation bible school. 

Another example of Reverend Smith’s com-
mitment is demonstrated when she, along with 
her husband, organized and led a trip to Dis-
ney World for nearly 50 children in the church 
several years ago. Although neither the chil-
dren nor their families had the financial means 
to afford the trip, Reverend Smith raised the 
funds and the support for this excursion. 

Reverend Smith has touched countless lives 
through the work she does, and there is no 
doubt that she will continue to do so for many 
years to come. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
all of the good works of Reverend Sonia Smith 
and her commitment to the most vulnerable in 
our society, our elderly and our children. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to this wonderful for 
her kindness and compassion. 
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U.S. TROOP READINESS, VET-
ERANS’ HEALTH, AND IRAQ AC-
COUNTABILITY ACT, 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 23, 2007 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, you cannot leg-
islate victory in a military conflict—but you can 
legislate failure. This legislation abandons our 
troops and sets an arbitrary timetable for our 
withdrawal. 

Although America’s commitment in Iraq is 
not unlimited, this legislation sends the wrong 
message to our troops. Also, this bill contains 
unrelated spending such as subsidies for spin-
ach farmers, and payments to citrus and pea-
nut farmers. 

I fully support the funding for BRAC and I 
was disappointed when the majority stripped 
$3 billion from the FY07 continuing resolution 
and replaced it in this legislation. 

We have a Commander in Chief, who has 
replaced the military leadership, from the Sec-
retary of Defense down to the Commanders 
on the ground. A new military strategy has 
been developed, based upon a strategy and 
commitments made by the Iraqi Government. 
Additional forces are being provided to support 
the Iraqi forces. This supplemental pulls the 
rug out from under the feet of our military 
commanders—and our troops. This legislation 
does not give the new commanders, the 
chance to succeed. It imposes restrictions and 
a deadline for withdrawal. 

We’ve talked about supporting the troops. 
We need to provide the troops with tools, 
equipment, and moral support necessary for 
success. The legislation tells the troops, de-
spite your sacrifices, we will not wait for you 
to get the job done. It tells our enemies to be 
patient, you only have to wait until August 
2008. It tells our allies that the United States 
is not committed to peace and stability in the 
Middle East. I, for one, am opposed to send-
ing that type of message. 

TRIBUTE TO FORMER 
CONGRESSMAN JOHN BRADEMAS 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to one of my distinguished prede-
cessors in representing the District I am now 
privileged to serve in Congress and to wish 
him a Happy 80th Birthday. 

I speak of Dr. John Brademas of South 
Bend, Indiana, who for 22 years, from 1959 
until 1981, served the then Third District of In-
diana in the House of Representatives. While 
in Congress, John Brademas was a member 
of the Committee on Education and Labor 
where he played a leading role in writing most 
of the Federal legislation enacted during that 
time concerning schools, colleges and univer-
sities; services for the elderly and the dis-
abled; libraries and museums; the arts and the 
humanities. 

During his last four years on Capitol Hill, 
John Brademas was, by appointment of then 
Speaker Thomas P. ‘‘Tip’’ O’Neill, Jr., House 
Majority Whip. 

PRESIDENT, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
In 1981 John Brademas was named presi-

dent of New York University, the largest pri-
vate university in the United States, a position 
in which he served from 1981 until 1992, 
when he became president emeritus, his 
present position. 

During that time Dr. Brademas led the tran-
sition of NYU from a regional commuter 
school to a national and international residen-
tial research university. In 1984 he initiated a 
fundraising campaign that produced a total of 
$1 billion in ten years. Said the New York 
Times, ‘‘A Decade and a Billion Dollars Put 
New York University in [the] First Rank.’’ 
Added Crain’s New York Business (August 6, 
2001), ‘‘John Brademas turned NYU into an 
Ivy League rival . . .’’ 

In 2005 New York University announced the 
establishment, in its Robert F. Wagner Grad-
uate School of Public Service, of the John 
Brademas Center for the Study of Congress. 
The Center undertakes research, teaching and 
public outreach activities focused on the role 
of Congress in making national policy. 

In 2006 Dr. Brademas received The John 
Gardner Spirit Award from Common Cause/ 
New York for ‘‘his unparalleled dedication to 
public service and a stronger democracy 
through his work in Congress, at New York 
University and as one of the Nation’s leading 
champions of the arts and education.’’ 

In his book, An Entrepreneurial University 
(Tufts University Press), former Tufts Provost 
Saul Gittleman said, ‘‘[T]he trustees at NYU 
. . . in 1981 found an individual who proved 
to be nontraditional and transformational. . . . 
[T]he Brademas presidency became another 
model for trustees and regents to examine, as 
he took NYU to a new and competitive emi-
nence in New York City and the Nation. By 
the time his presidency was over, Columbia 
University was looking over its shoulder, in no 
small measure due to John Brademas. He 
was a potent fundraiser and extraordinary am-
bassador for the university’’. 

In their book, Shakespeare. Einstein, and 
the Bottom Line (Harvard University Press, 
2003), scholars David L. Kirp and Jonathan 

Van Antwerpen state, ‘‘NYU is the success 
story in contemporary American higher edu-
cation’’. 

PRODUCTIVE LEGISLATOR 
From 1994 through 2001, Dr. Brademas 

served, by appointment of President Clinton, 
as Chairman of the President’s Committee on 
the Arts and the Humanities, which in 1997 re-
leased Creative America, a report to the Presi-
dent on ways of strengthening support, private 
and public, for these two fields. 

Former Chairman of the National Endow-
ment for Democracy, Dr. Brademas was also 
for 11 years Chairman of the American 
Ditchley Foundation, which helps organize 
conferences at Ditchley Park, near Oxford, 
England. 

In Congress, a co-sponsor of the 1965 leg-
islation creating the National Endowments for 
the Arts (NEA) and the Humanities (NEH), Dr. 
Brademas for ten years chaired the sub-
committee of the House of Representatives 
with jurisdiction over them. 

He was chief House sponsor of the Arts, 
Humanities and Cultural Affairs Act; Arts and 
Artifacts Indemnity Act; Museum Services Act; 
Library Services and Construction Act Amend-
ments; National Commission on Libraries and 
Information Services Act; Education for All 
Handicapped Children Act; Drug and Alcohol 
Abuse Education Act; International Education 
Act; and Environmental Education Act. 

He was also a major co-author of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965; the Higher Education Acts of 1972 and 
1976, which focused on student aid; and chief 
author of the measures creating the National 
Institute of Education and the National Institute 
on Disability and Rehabilitation Research. 

He was chief House author as well of the 
Presidential Recordings and Materials Preser-
vation Act of 1974, which assured ownership 
by the Federal Government of the papers and 
tapes of the Nixon Presidency. 

WIDE-RANGING PRO BONO SERVICE 
Dr. Brademas has served on a number of 

boards and national commissions on subjects 
ranging from the arts to higher education, for-
eign policy, jobs and small business, historic 
documents and records, and science, tech-
nology and government. 

In 2004 he was elected to the New York 
State Board of Regents by the New York 
State Legislature. 

He is a founding director of the Center for 
Democracy and Reconciliation in Southeast 
Europe, headquartered in Salonika, Greece. 
He is also a trustee of Anatolia College, the 
American College of Thessaloniki. 

He currently serves on the boards of the 
Center for National Policy in Washington, 
D.C., the Queen Sofia Spanish Institute, 
InsurBanc, Comfidex Corporation and Society 
for the Preservation of the Greek Heritage. 

He is a member of The Century Association, 
Committee on Economic Development (CED), 
Council on Foreign Relations, Council on the 
United States and Spain, U.S.-Japan Founda-
tion, and the National and International Advi-
sory Councils of Transparency International, 
the organization that combats corruption in 
international business transactions. 

In 2006 the Committee for Economic Devel-
opment released a report, Education for Glob-
al Leadership: The Importance of International 
Studies and Foreign Language Education for 
U.S. Economic and National Security. Dr. 
Brademas was a co-chair of the CED Sub-
committee that produced the report. 
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