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CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 
ALTERNATIVE FISCAL YEAR 08 
BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise as the Health Chair of the 
Congressional Black Caucus to express 
my strong support for the Congres-
sional Black Caucus’ alternative fiscal 
year ‘08 budget and to urge its passage. 

I want to begin by applauding our 
leadership, our chairwoman, CAROLYN 
KILPATRICK, and the person who headed 
up our Budget Task Force for his hard 
work, skill, leadership and commit-
ment to justice it represents, Congress-
man BOBBY SCOTT. 

This is a smart and responsible budg-
et that is as fiscally sound as it is con-
gruent to the needs, hopes and aspira-
tions not only of African Americans, 
but of all Americans. 

This budget uses the Democratic 
budget, a good budget itself, as a start-
ing point and takes a step further by 
putting $112 billion more in education, 
training, employment and social serv-
ices; $9 billion more in veterans bene-
fits and services; $8 billion more in 
homeland security. And over a 5-year 
period, it spends more than $101 billion 
on health care. It does all of this and 
more while balancing the budget in 
2012 and creating $141 billion surplus, 
beginning to reduce the burden that 
the Republican spending spree would 
have placed on future generations. 

Four years ago, the current adminis-
tration began taking us down the slip-
pery slope of huge deficits and unprece-
dented debt by giving tax cuts to the 
wealthiest Americans instead of using 
that money to strengthen our country 
by investing in the American people. 
This budget rescinds some of those tax 
cuts and incentives, including the tax 
cuts to the top two tiers of income, tax 
cuts that this country could not afford 
then and cannot afford today. 

By rescinding those tax cuts, which 
is where our budget departs from the 
Democratic base budget, we begin now 
to correct the wrong that was per-
petrated particularly on the poor and 
middle class, and we put the interests 
of the majority of this Nation’s hard-
working families at the forefront of our 
spending priorities, and Mr. Speaker, it 
is about time. 

While this is true across every line 
item, it is especially true as it relates 
to spending on health and health care. 
As I have previously observed and stat-
ed on the RECORD, the President’s fis-
cal year 2008 budget proposes to elimi-
nate, cut or flat fund every single pro-
gram that is critical to reducing health 
disparities or to strengthening the 
health and wellness of African Ameri-

cans and other people of color across 
this Nation. 

The Democratic budget, for which I 
applaud Chairman JOHN SPRATT, does 
much to restore these programs, at 
least in part. But the health deficit of 
African Americans and other people of 
color, of the poor and rural Americans 
requires a major investment to reverse 
the severely adverse impact of long- 
term neglect, neglect which is not only 
causing excess deaths, but driving up 
the cost of health care and under-
mining the quality of care for all 
Americans. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, the CBC alter-
native budget uses the additional fund-
ing stream from the funds we put back 
into the budget to maintain, create or 
expand programs that are proven to re-
duce racial and ethnic health dispari-
ties that have left more people of color 
in poorer health, without access to ade-
quate health care, and more likely to 
die prematurely from preventable 
causes often during their most produc-
tive years for far too long. 

Programs like Healthy Start, nurse 
education and other health profession 
programs, the Ryan-White Care Act, 
Health Careers Opportunity programs, 
Gulf Coast Health Infrastructure, Ma-
ternal and Child Health get the funding 
they need. And NIH and community 
health centers get an additional in-
crease as well. 

Most importantly, we create a health 
equity fund to fund prevention pro-
grams that pay for themselves and cre-
ate value, and which make that invest-
ment to fill in the gaps in health care 
in poor and rural communities and 
communities of color, and to improve 
the health status of all Americans. 
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The CBC budget through its invest-

ment in education, economic oppor-
tunity, housing, and all of the social 
determinants of health provide that 
kind of holistic approach to our com-
munities and our Nation’s well-being 
that had been missing and for which we 
are all, but especially people of color, 
paying the price. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Martin Luther King 
once said that the moral arc of the uni-
verse bends at the elbow of justice. The 
CBC resets the moral compass of our 
Nation, and the CBC sits at the elbow 
of justice. And by supporting the CBC 
budget we not only will be cham-
pioning justice and equity in health 
care but in all social, public and eco-
nomic policies and programs that cur-
rently fail far too many of our Nation’s 
citizens and which have thus created 
two Americas separated by a wide and 
deep chasm of inequality. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Martin Luther King 
also said that the time is always right 
to do what is right. Well, that time is 
now, and doing what is right is passing 
the CBC alternative budget. I urge all 
of my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to vote for this well-constructed, 
sound budget that sets a new direction 
for this country not just for today but 
for tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
POMEROY). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. POE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. ELLISON addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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CBC BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATERS. I would like to begin 
by congratulating Congresswoman 
CAROLYN KILPATRICK, the Chair of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, and Con-
gressman BOBBY SCOTT, Chair of the 
CBC Budget Task Force, for their lead-
ership in developing the CBC budget. 

I strongly support the CBC budget 
because it provides sufficient funding 
for critical domestic priorities such as 
health care, education, and community 
development. For example, the CBC 
budget spends $112 billion more than 
the Budget Committee’s budget and 
$158 billion more than the President’s 
budget on education, training, employ-
ment, and social services. Yet the CBC 
budget still eliminates the deficit by 
2012. 

As the Chair of the Subcommittee on 
Housing and Community Opportunity, 
I am deeply concerned about the need 
for affordable housing in America. The 
CBC budget recognizes that affordable 
housing is all but out of reach for 
many Americans. Just imagine, the 
2006 average minimum wage required 
to rent affordable housing is $16.31 an 
hour, more than three times the Fed-
eral minimum wage of $5.15 an hour, 
putting most housing out of reach for 
many American families. 

Approximately 6 million persons in 
this country are very needy, paying 
more than 50 percent of their income 
for housing. This is a real threat to 
families trying to educate their chil-
dren and make ends meet. Affordable 
rental housing is critical to commu-
nities across this Nation. Public hous-
ing is still part of the solution, commu-
nity development programs are part of 
the solution, and the renewal of the 
section 8 voucher and many other 
housing programs is part of the solu-
tion. 

The President’s fiscal year 2008 budg-
et request would cut overall net fund-
ing for public housing by $477 million, 
from $6.4 billion to $5.9 billion, a cut of 
7 percent. While the budget increases 
the operating fund by $136 million, pub-
lic housing authorities are estimated 
to receive only 80 percent of their total 
operating expenses. The budget de-
creases the capital fund used to repair 
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