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and supported various worldwide joint con-
tingency operations, including those in the 
Balkans; 

Whereas General Schoomaker has been 
awarded the Defense Distinguished Service 
Medal, 2 Army Distinguished Service Medals, 
4 Defense Superior Service Medals, 3 Legions 
of Merit, 2 Bronze Star Medals, 2 Defense 
Meritorious Service Medals, 3 Meritorious 
Service Medals, the Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal, the Joint Service Achieve-
ment Medal, the Combat Infantryman Badge, 
the Master Parachutist Badge and HALO 
Wings, the Special Forces Tab, and the 
Ranger Tab; 

Whereas General Schoomaker was recalled 
from retirement, spent the last 4 years of his 
career in the highest position attainable in 
the Army, and has proven himself a tremen-
dous wartime leader who has demonstrated 
unselfish devotion to the Nation and the sol-
diers he leads; 

Whereas General Schoomaker’s efforts to 
prepare the Army to fight a long war today 
while transforming it for an uncertain and 
complex future have been unprecedented; 

Whereas General Schoomaker has dem-
onstrated strategic leadership and vision and 
has had a remarkably positive and lasting 
impact on the Army by leveraging the mo-
mentum of the Global War on Terror to ac-
celerate the transformation of the Army; 

Whereas General Schoomaker, through 
modularization, rebalancing the total Army, 
development of a force generation model, re-
stationing, and restructuring the Future 
Combat Systems, kept the Army focused on 
developing capabilities to meet traditional, 
irregular, catastrophic, and disruptive chal-
lenges threatening the interests of the 
United States; 

Whereas General Schoomaker recognized 
that technological and organizational 
change requires intellectual and emotional 
transformation and tirelessly cultivated a 
learning and adaptive Army culture, while 
reaffirming the predominance of the human 
dimension of war; 

Whereas General Schoomaker reflected the 
spirit of the warrior ethos he sought to in-
still in the United States Army—always 
placing the mission first, never accepting de-
feat, never quitting, and never leaving a fall-
en comrade; 

Whereas General Schoomaker exemplifies 
the nonnegotiable characteristics exhibited 
by all great leaders—a strong sense of duty, 
honor, courage, and a love of country; 

Whereas General Schoomaker has been 
selfless in his service to the Nation through 
peace and war; 

Whereas one of General Schoomaker’s 
predecessors, George C. Marshall, once re-
marked that ‘‘it is not enough to fight, it is 
the spirit we bring to the fight that decides 
the issue’’; and 

Whereas when history looks back at the 
Army’s 35th Chief of Staff, it will be clear 
that he had the spirit at a critical time in 
the Nation’s history: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends General Peter J. 

Schoomaker for his extraordinary dedication 
to duty and service to the United States 
throughout his distinguished career in the 
U.S. Army; and 

(2) directs the Secretary of the Senate to 
transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution 
to General Peter J. Schoomaker. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 25—CONDEMNING THE RE-
CENT VIOLENT ACTIONS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ZIMBABWE 
AGAINST PEACEFUL OPPOSITION 
PARTY ACTIVISTS AND MEM-
BERS OF CIVIL SOCIETY 
Mr. OBAMA (for himself, Mr. BIDEN, 

Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KERRY, 
and Mr. DODD) submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. CON. RES. 25 
Whereas in 2005 the Government of 

Zimbabwe launched Operation 
Murambatsvina (‘‘Operation Throw Out the 
Trash’’) against citizens in major cities and 
suburbs throughout Zimbabwe, depriving 
over 700,000 people of their homes, busi-
nesses, and livelihoods; 

Whereas on March 11, 2007, opposition 
party activists and members of civil society 
attempted to hold a peaceful prayer meeting 
to protest the economic and political crisis 
engulfing Zimbabwe, where inflation is run-
ning over 1,700 percent and unemployment 
stands at 80 percent and in response to Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe’s announcement that he 
intends to seek reelection in 2008 if nomi-
nated; 

Whereas opposition activist Gift Tandare 
died on March 11, 2007, as a result of being 
shot by police while attempting to attend 
the prayer meeting and Itai Manyeruke died 
on March 12, 2007, as a result of police beat-
ings and was found in a morgue by his family 
on March 20, 2007; 

Whereas under the direction of President 
Robert Mugabe and the ZANU–PF govern-
ment, police officers, security forces, and 
youth militia brutally assaulted the peaceful 
demonstrators and arrested opposition lead-
ers and hundreds of civilians; 

Whereas Movement for Democratic Change 
(MDC) leader Morgan Tsvangarai was bru-
tally assaulted and suffered a fractured 
skull, lacerations, and major bruising; MDC 
member Sekai Holland, a 64-year-old grand-
mother, suffered ruthless attacks at 
Highfield Police Station, which resulted in 
the breaking of her leg, knee, arm, and three 
ribs; fellow activist Grace Kwinje, age 33, 
also was brutally beaten, while part of one 
ear was ripped off; and Nelson Chamisa was 
badly injured by suspected state agents at 
Harare airport on March 18, 2007, when try-
ing to board a plane for a meeting of Euro-
pean Union and Africa, Caribbean, and Pa-
cific Group of States lawmakers in Brussels, 
Belgium; 

Whereas Zimbabwe’s foreign minister 
warned Western diplomats that the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe would expel them if they 
gave support to the opposition, and said 
Western diplomats had gone too far by offer-
ing food and water to jailed opposition activ-
ists; 

Whereas victims of physical assault by the 
Government of Zimbabwe have been denied 
emergency medical transfer to hospitals in 
neighboring South Africa, where their 
wounds can be properly treated; 

Whereas those incarcerated by the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe were denied access to 
legal representatives and lawyers appearing 
at the jails to meet with detained clients 
were themselves threatened and intimidated; 

Whereas at the time of Zimbabwe’s inde-
pendence, President Robert Mugabe was 
hailed as a liberator and Zimbabwe showed 
bright prospects for democracy, economic 
development, domestic reconciliation, and 
prosperity; 

Whereas President Robert Mugabe and his 
ZANU–PF government continue to turn 

away from the promises of liberation and use 
state power to deny the people of Zimbabwe 
the freedom and prosperity they fought for 
and deserve; 

Whereas the staggering suffering brought 
about by the misrule of Zimbabwe has cre-
ated a large-scale humanitarian crisis in 
which 3,500 people die each week from a com-
bination of disease, hunger, neglect, and de-
spair; 

Whereas the Chairman of the African 
Union, President Alpha Oumar Konare, ex-
pressed ‘‘great concern’’ about Zimbabwe’s 
crisis and called for the need for the scru-
pulous respect for human rights and demo-
cratic principles in Zimbabwe; 

Whereas the Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC) Council of Non- 
governmental Organizations stated that ‘‘We 
believe that the crisis has reached a point 
where Zimbabweans need to be strongly per-
suaded and directly assisted to find an ur-
gent solution to the crisis that affects the 
entire region.’’; 

Whereas Zambian President, Levy 
Mwanawasa, has urged southern Africa to 
take a new approach to Zimbabwe instead of 
the failed ‘‘quiet diplomacy’’, which he lik-
ened to a ‘‘sinking Titanic,’’ and stated that 
‘‘quiet diplomacy has failed to help solve the 
political chaos and economic meltdown in 
Zimbabwe’’; 

Whereas European Union and African, Car-
ibbean, and Pacific lawmakers strongly con-
demned the latest attack on an opposition 
official in Zimbabwe and urged the govern-
ment in Harare to cooperate with the polit-
ical opposition to restore the rule of law; and 

Whereas United States Ambassador to 
Zimbabwe, Christopher Dell, warned that op-
position to President Robert Mugabe had 
reached a tipping point because the people 
no longer feared the regime and believed 
they had nothing left to lose: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That— 

(1) it is the sense of Congress that 
(A) the state-sponsored violence taking 

place in Zimbabwe represents a serious vio-
lation of fundamental human rights and the 
rule of law and should be condemned by all 
responsible governments, civic organiza-
tions, religious leaders, and international 
bodies; and 

(B) the Government of Zimbabwe has not 
lived up to its commitments as a signatory 
to the Constitutive Act of the African Union 
and African Charter of Human and Peoples 
Rights which enshrine commitment to 
human rights and good governance as 
foundational principles of African states; and 

(2) Congress— 
(A) condemns the Government of 

Zimbabwe’s violent suppression of political 
and human rights through its police force, 
security forces, and youth militia that delib-
erately inflict gross physical harm, intimi-
dation, and abuse on those legitimately pro-
testing the failing policies of the govern-
ment; 

(B) holds those individual police, security 
force members, and militia involved in abuse 
and torture responsible for the acts that 
they have committed; 

(C) condemns the harassment and intimi-
dation of lawyers attempting to carry out 
their professional obligations to their clients 
and repeated failure by police to comply 
promptly with court decisions; 

(D) condemns the harassment of foreign of-
ficials, journalists, human rights workers, 
and others, including threatening their ex-
pulsion from the country if they continue to 
provide food and water to victims detained 
in prison and in police custody while in the 
hospital; 
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(E) commends United States Ambassador 

Christopher Dell and other United States 
Government officials and foreign officials for 
their support to political detainees and vic-
tims of torture and abuse while in police cus-
tody or in medical care centers and encour-
ages them to continue providing such sup-
port; 

(F) calls on the Government of Zimbabwe 
to cease immediately its violent campaign 
against fundamental human rights, to re-
spect the courts and members of the legal 
profession, and to restore the rule of law 
while adhering to the principles embodied in 
an accountable democracy, including free-
dom of association and freedom of expres-
sion; 

(G) calls on the Government of Zimbabwe 
to cease illegitimate interference in travel 
abroad by its citizens, especially for humani-
tarian purposes; and 

(H) calls on the leaders of the Southern Af-
rica Development Community (SADC) and 
the African Union to consult urgently with 
all Zimbabwe stakeholders to intervene with 
the Government of Zimbabwe while applying 
appropriate pressures to resolve the eco-
nomic and political crisis. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources. 

The hearing will be held on Thurs-
day, April 12, 2007, at 10 a.m.,in room 
SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 987, the Biofuels 
for Energy Security and Transpor-
tation Act. 

Due to the limited time available for 
the hearing, witnesses may testify by 
invitation only. However, those wish-
ing to submit written testimony for 
the hearing record should send it to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510–6150, or by email to 
Britni—rillera@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Tara Billingsley at (202) 224–4756 or 
Britni Rillera at (202) 224–1219. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, March 29, 2007, AT 9:30 a.m., 
to receive testimony on the posture of 
the Department of the Navy in review 
of the defense authorization request for 
fiscal year 2008 and the future years de-
fense program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 

Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to hold a hearing 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, March 29, 2007, at 10 a.m., in 
room 253 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building. The hearing is on the nomi-
nation of David James Gribbin IV to be 
the General Counsel for the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works be au-
thorized to meet for a business meeting 
on Thursday, March 29, 2007, at 10:00 
a.m. in S-211. The Business Meeting 
will consider the following agenda: 

Nominations 

Nomination of Bradley Udall to be a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excel-
lence in National Environmental Pol-
icy Foundation, reappointment. 

Nomination of Roger Romulus 
Martella, Jr. to be an Assistant Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, General Counsel. 

Legislation 

S. 801, a bill to designate a United 
States courthouse in Fresno, CA, as the 
Robert E. Coyle United States Court-
house. 

S. 521, a bill to designate the Federal 
building and courthouse in Duluth, 
MN, as the Gerald W. Heaney Federal 
Building and United States Courthouse 
and Customhouse. 

S. 992, The Public Buildings Cost Re-
duction Act of 2007. 

S. lll, The Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2007. 

S. 496, The Appalachian Regional De-
velopment Act Amendments of 2007 as 
revised. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Finance be authorized to meet during 
the Session of the Senate on Thursday, 
March 29, 2007, at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building, to hear tes-
timony on ‘‘Clean Energy: From the 
Margins to the Mainstream.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. BYRD. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, March 29, 2007, at 9:30 
a.m. to hold a hearing on Iran. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Indian Affairs be authorized to meet on 
Thursday, March 29, 2007, at 9:15 a.m. in 
room 485 of the Russell Senate Office 

Building to conduct an oversight hear-
ing on Indian trust fund litigation. 

Those wishing additional information 
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at 224–2251. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be authorized to meet to 
conduct a hearing on ‘‘Preserving Pros-
ecutorial Independence: Is the Depart-
ment of Justice Politicizing the Hiring 
and Firing of U.S. Attorneys?—Part 
III’’ on Thursday, March 29, 2007 at 10 
a.m. in Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Room 226. 

Witness: 

D. Kyle Sampson, Former Chief of 
Staff to the Attorney General of the 
United States. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be authorized to meet to 
conduct a markup on Thursday, March 
29, 2007, at 2 p.m. in Dirksen Room 226. 

Agenda 

I. Committee Authorization: Author-
ization of Subpoenas in Connection 
with Investigation into Replacement of 
U.S. Attorneys. 

II. Bills: S. 236. Federal Agency Data 
Mining Reporting Act of 2007, Feingold, 
Sununu, Leahy, Kennedy, Cardin; S. 
376. Law Enforcement Officers Safety 
Act of 2007, Leahy, Specter, Grassley, 
Kyl, Sessions, Cornyn; S. 849. OPEN 
Government Act, Leahy, Cornyn, Spec-
ter, Feingold; S. 119. War Profiteering 
Prevention Act of 2007, Leahy, Fein-
stein, Feingold, Schumer, Durbin; S. 
621. Wartime Treatment Study Act of 
2007, Feingold, Grassley, Kennedy. 

III. Resolutions: S. Res. 108. Desig-
nating the first week of April 2007 as 
‘‘National Asbestos Awareness Week,’’ 
Baucus, Leahy, Kennedy, Feinstein, 
Durbin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship 
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate for a markup enti-
tled, ‘‘Small Business Disaster Re-
sponse and Loan Improvements Act of 
2007’’on Thursday, March 29, 2007, be-
ginning at 9:30 a.m. in room 428A of the 
Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, March 29, 2007 at 9:30 a.m. in 
room 226 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
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